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PREFACE.

A

At the suggestion of friends, I have here given a short
account of some of my doings during a long residence
in India. The propriety of the suggestion may be
doubted, but having been adopted, the book must stand
for what it is worth.

Tiger stories have been told before, and as I gene-
rally find them received with incredulity in England,
it seems only fair that I should aid in establishing the
veracity of my brother-sportsmen.

But I should hardly have had the temerity to
appear in public, had I not reccived the valuable
assistance of Colonel R. Baigrie, late Assistant Quarter-
Master-General on the Bombay Establishment, to
whom I am indebted for the principal illustrations by
which the book is enlivened.

Himself an ardent sportsman, and a keen observer

of forest scenery and all its surroundings, he has well
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viii PREFACE.

portrayed the incidents deseribed. His vivid sketches
have been reproduced by Mr. Dallas of Edinburgh by
a new and beautiful process. 4

The pen-and-ink sketches are copies from drawings
by my friend the late Harrington Bulkley, with whom
I was associated during several pleasant years in

Guzerat.

W. GORDON CUMMING.

AUCHINTOUL, 4pril 1871,
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CHAPTER I

Introductory Remarks—Route and Outfit—Expenses—Cold Weather Exeur-
sion—Hints on Antelope-shooting, Ducks, Snipe, etc.—Hot Weather
Excursiofi—Hints on Tiger, Panther, and Bear Shooting—Danger of
following Wounded Animals on foot—Preservation of Skins.

I HAVE often been surprised that the game of India, with its
wild and varied character, does not more frequently attract
sportsmen from England. »

In many new and comparatively savage countries, unin-
fluenced by British or any other rule worthy of the name,
there is no doubt grand and exciting sport to be got; but
then it is accompanied by an amount of hardship and dis-
comfort, not to say personal danger, which scares any but
the most determined hunters. Servants are with difficulty
obtained, and much of what may be called the dirty work of
the expedition has to be done by the master. Large supplies
of all kinds have to be carried, and, owing to the difficulties
of transport, many comforts have to be left behind. The
time, moreover, to be taken up by the excursion is uncertain,
owing to ignorance of the ground to be traversed and the
difficulty of locomotion ; and, in the event of sickness or
accident, medical aid is not to be had for love or money.
Lastly—and to many not least—no approximate estimate can
be formed of the probable expense.

In India there is none of this; the country is either
British, or under native chiefs, protected by or tributary to

B



2 WILD MEN AND WILD BEASTS.

the Queen; locomotion is easy, and not expensive, carts
being almost everywhere procurable, or, failing carts, pack
bullocks or ponies. The country is studded with British
cantonments 200 and 300 miles apart, where supplies can be
got to replenish the commissariat department—the traders’
shops containing all that may be desired, from Holloway’s
pills to moderator lamps, and from Hall’s gunpowder to bitter
beer and cod-liver oil. All articles are generally at fair prices,
the distance from England and the irregular market considered.

The “promiscuous” traveller cannot, of course, expect, on
first landing in the country, to get servants of the best class,
the more so as they would be aware that their work would be
hard, and their situations only temporary ; but good rough-
and-ready men will always be found on the look-out for
service, and prepared to start on a day’s notice.

The only parts of the country which are much shot over
are those in the immediate proximity of cantonments, say
within fifty or sixty miles. Beyond this radius game may
be found in sufficient quantities to satisfy the most greedy
sportsman ; and in the pursuit of some species he will find
no lack of the danger which gives zest to the chase.

In the event of sickness or accident, skilled surgeons are
to be met with in every cantonment. Indian hospitality is
proverbial, and the patient might reckon on being courteously
received and well cared for. Formerly, such a thing was
hardly necessary, but now-a-days one or two good letters of
introduction at starting would be found useful. In India
everybody knows everybody, and the stranger would be
passed on from one cantonment to the next.

With the exception of his guns and rifles and their
ammunition, an outfit for a six months’ excursion might be
got together in a day at any of the Presidency towns.
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If the sportsman goes in for hog-hunting, a couple of
good horses are desirable, and these would cost from £20 to
£100 each, according to the weight or luck of the rider. The
more expensive horses are, however, by no means always the
best hog-hunters, and I have known more first spears taken
off seasoned screws and strong galloways with a turn of speed
than by high-priced horses; blood and pluck to stand a
charge being, however, indispensable. ;

A second-hand hill-tent, twelve or fourteen feet square,
a copper basin, a couple of fold-up tables, two cane chairs
bound with leather, a light sleeping cot, and, above all, a
comfortable arm-chair, are all the furniture required, together
with a thin mattress and a few sheets, blankets, and towels.
If the party consists of two or more, a double supply of every-
thing is most convenient. On a change of ground being con-
templated, all would dine comfortably together, and after
dinner one set of servants would start off with one tent and
one set of equipments. The sportsmen would rise at or before
daybreak, and, after a cup of tea and a bite, might shoot
their way to the next camp, where they would find the tent
which had come on in the night ready pitched, and their tubs
and breakfasts all comfortable.

Leaving England early in October, Bombay might be
reached vid Marseilles in twenty-one days. Four hundred
miles by rail would take the party to Ahmedabad, and the
months of November, December, and January might be spent
in the plains of Guzerat and Kattyawar. Here the Saiseen
antelope or black buck abound, as do also the chinkara or
gazelle and the nylghae. Hog are also to be found in parts,
and panthers, wolves, and hywnas would occasionally vary
the sport. In Kattyawar bustard are plentiful ; quail and
snipe are to be met with in large numbers, while every sheet
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of water in the country teems with ducks of every description.
‘Waders of many kinds would afford interest to the naturalist,
and the coolen or blue crane, which is found in large numbers,
forms a valuable addition to the table of the sportsman.
Hares are also plentiful in many places ; the grey and painted
partridges are common, and rock or sand grouse are found on
light and dry soils. If the hunter cares to vary his amuse-
ments, foxes and jackals will always give fair sport before a
“running dog.”

In the “ Geer” of Kattyawar lions are to be found, though
not in such numbers as formerly ; but I believe there are no
tigers in this part. I have, however, never shot in that
jungle. 'Wild boars and nylghae are plentiful; but the
country is rugged, and not suited for hog-hunting on horse-
back. Panthers are met with in considerable numbers.

I would not recommend this country for the hot weather,
unless the pursuit of lions is an especial object; and even then
not unless very good “shikarees,” or native hunters, could be
got. I think a better bag would be made in the valleys of the
Nerbudda and Taptee.

From the plains of Guzerat and Kattyawar the sportsman
might return to Ahmedabad, and thence to Bombay. Start-
ing again about the end of February, some 200 miles by the
Great Indian Peninsular Railway would bring him to the
Asseerghur jungles, which are numerously stocked with tigers,
bears, panthers, bison, pigs, the sambur or Indian red deer,
chetul or axis, and several smaller kinds of deer.

By this time the country would be tolerably well dried
up, and a large portion of the grass in the heavy jungles would
have been burnt. Until the jungles are cleared there is little
hope of sport, however numerous the game.

It would be well to secure and pay two good shikarees
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from January 1. This might be done bya letter and aremittance
of two or three months’ pay to the Commissioner of Nimar, or
some local official. Before the arrival of the sportsman at
Asseerghur, from which place the party should start, the
shikarees should go over the ground and determine the best
line of country to be traversed. By this means much valuable
time would be saved.

From the ravines on the Taptee River the party might
cross to the Nerbudda; and in the Hoosungabad and Baitool
countries, and thence down both banks of the river towards
Burwye, a good bag might be made.

The best sport will always be got in the months of March,
April, and May, as the trees are then free from leaves,
and the scarcity of water drives all game to the immediate
proximity of the rivers. As a rule, I have found that more
tigers are shot in partially inhabited districts, and if a fair
amount of game can be found in these, they are always to be
preferred for many reasons. The cultivation attracts the deer
and pigs, which are the favourite food of the tigers. Failing
them, they have the cattle of the villagers to fall back upon.
Bears prefer less disturbed countries ; but these are generally
to be reached by a ride of a few miles, and the facilities in
obtaining beaters, carriage, and supplies, more than compen-
sate for the little extra trouble in reaching the ground.

The trip that I have thus briefly sketched might be
thoroughly made out by the end of May. Soon after this the
rains may be expected, and by this time the hunters will
probably have had enough of it. Should they not care to
remain in the country till next cold season, two or three days
will bring them back to Bombay; and at the end of the
three weeks’ journey home they will arrive in town for the
best part of the season, and can have an opportunity of dis-
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playing their sunburnt faces to their friends in “The Row,”
as they gracefully loll against the railings at ¢ Fool’s-corner.”

I calculate that the cost of such a trip as I have described
would not be much more for the season than that of a moor
in Scotland ; certainly less than a deer-forest. After provid-
ing for their passage-money to and from India, and the small
outfit they would require, £50 per man per mensem would be
ample for all charges. During the cold weather, when em-
ployed after antelope and small game, the expenses would not
amount to that sum. ILarge game shooting is more expensive,
as rewards have to be given to shikarees to keep them lively,
beaters have to be paid for, young buffaloes for baits, and
various incidental charges; but for antelope, gazelle, nylghae,
and duck, snipe, and quail shooting, the expenses are but
little, as beaters can be got from the villages at about 4d. a
head, and, except for quail-shooting, very few are required.

If large game is shot in British territory, the Government
rewards would considerably diminish the expenses. Fifty
rupees are given for tigers, 15 for panthers, 12 for bears, and
5 for wolves and hyenas.

If the sportsman does not intend to hunt hogs, he can
mount himself well on the ponies of the country at about £10
a head, and two such ponies ought to do all his work.

A riding camel is a most useful beast in camp, and a good
one, with easy paces, should be got in Central India for about
e CoLp WEATHER EXCURSION.

For antelope-shooting a light cart is very desirable, and a
pair of good strong bullocks, fast walkers. The deer are
generally in open places, where hardly any cover can be found
to conceal the stalker. They are accustomed to see the carts
of the villagers, and are not scared by them, but allow them
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to approach within 100 yards. The hunters can either shoot
separately or in pairs. If they are content with alternate
first shots (which is in my opinion the more pleasant and
sociable arrangement), one cart and a pair of bullocks are
sufficient for every two guns. The sportsmen should have
their own bullocks for this purpose, and they should be
good and highly fed. With the light shooting cart they will
travel across country all day, and, being accustomed after a
short time to the European faces and the crack of the rifles,
they will not shy or give trouble when approaching deer.
By hiring the village bullocks as required, a good shot is often
lost, and the driver being ignorant of his work is a constant
source of irritation to the sportsman. The cart such as I have
described might be bought in Surat or Ahmedabad for £3 or
£4, and a pair of really good bullocks would cost about £16 ;
but they would be readily sold at the end of the season.
Similarly, ponies might be got rid of without loss ; but a market
cannot always be found for the more expensive Arab horses,and
these are not absolutely necessary in a shooting excursion.

Leaving the tents, the hunters may ride, their rifles being
carried by their attendants. On seeing deer, they should dis-
mount at some distance, and, making over their ponies to
the grooms, and leaving all superfluous men with them,
the guns alone should advance with the cart. They should
not go straight at the deer, but make as though they would
drive past them, the hunters always keeping the cart between
them and the deer. They must on no account drop behind
or walk apart from the cart, or the deer will be uneasy and
suspicious.

Should the deer commence to move, and cross the front
of the cart, no attempt must be made to head them. If they
have the slightest idea that they are being driven, they will
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move off, and that herd will not again be easily approached.
But by edging off behind them no alarm will be caused. If
there are two guns with the cart, the shooter should walk
last, and both should be on the far side of the cart from the
deer.

When an opportunity presents itself, the shooter should
raise his rifle just behind the driver, and by the time the tail
of the cart is clear of him he will have probably fired. The
cart should not be stopped, nor should the shooter, if possible,
drop behind to fire, as, except in districts where the deer are
but little disturbed, such a proceeding would at once make
them on the alert, and they would begin to move off.

After a herd of antelope has been fired at once, they
should not be again followed at the time. They will not
again stand for another shot, but will keep moving ahead ;
and by their scared appearance they will alarm and carry on
with them all deer within sight in the line of country they
may take. On the herd going off, therefore, whether any
have been bagged or not, their direction should be observed,
and an opposite line taken by the hunters. Picking out the
best bucks from every herd, a dozen or more good shots may
be got in a day; and one great advantage of the cart is that
on a buck being killed he can at once be placed in it, and the
party can proceed in quest of more game without delay.

On the shot being fired, the ponies should be brought up
at once ; but if during the stalk the herd should move towards
the spot where they have been left, the grooms should go
quietly to a distance, as I have always found deer much scared
by the sight of horses standing about the plain.

Grooms should always carry a good hog-spear; there are
many occasions when it is handy. Antelope with a hind leg
broken will give a good horse a run for miles ; with a foreleg
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broken they will go long distances, but should the ground be
rough they are sooner distressed. It will seldom be found
necessary to spear a wounded buck in a run, as he generally
gives in when he finds the horse close with him. He will
then throw himself down in some bush or patch of grass, and
may be laid hold of. It is well, however, to carry the spear,
for at times it may come in useful. Antelope shot through
the body should not be ridden at once ; if watched, they will
probably lie down, and in half an hour may be picked up.

The foregoing remarks also apply to the pursuit of the
chinkara or gazelle, and the nylghae. The does of all these
antelope are generally easier to be got at than the bucks, but,
except for food, the sportsman would not care to shoot them ;
and in Guzerat there are few places where a good buck cannot
be found, and in many he may come home with four, six, or
eight in his cart. 'When the herd is shy, the does generally
lead off in the flight.

In the course of a day’s shooting the hunter will frequently
come across water, and, taking a smooth-bore either in the
cart or carried by an attendant, he may vary his bag by a couple
of hours of duck or snipe shooting. In Kattyawar he will
often fall in with bustard and floriken, and altogether he will
have no cause to complain of the scarcity of the game. Bustard,
like antelope, may be approached with the cart. TLarge shot
will bring them down.

In some of the fresh-water ponds fish are plentiful, and
in the brackish pools in some of the rivers towards the Gulf
of Cambay huge prawns are numerous. For the capture of
these I always carried a casting net in the shooting cart, and
was frequently enabled to improve my dinner by an extra
course.

In some parts of Guzerat the natives of the Bunneah caste
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are much averse to the destruction of animal life, and en-
deavour in every way in their power to thwart the sportsman ;
and, as they are generally the grain-dealers and money-lenders
of the place, they have sometimes considerable influence among
the rest of the inhabitants, and can occasion small annoyances
by withholding milk and other supplies from Europeans.

‘When an intelligent officer is in charge of a district, these
little games are not often tried on, and these gentlemen are
not allowed to annoy others who may not have the same
religious views as themselves. But occasions have been
known when, in a fit of fervour, they have not hesitated to
incite the villagers to personal violence against Europeans
who had offended them, either by the pursuit of game or the
slaughter of some obnoxious Pariah dog who had intruded
his impure presence in the neighbourhood of the camp.

Sportsmen would do well always to shun the close proxi-
mity of villages, even though good shade may not be obtained
at a distance. During the presence of cholera and other
epidemics, the cleanliness of an encampment is a great
guarantee to health, and all ground near any native town or
village is more or less filthy.

The water-supply should be carefully attended to, every
care being taken to secure it as pure as possible, and the
attendants should be discouraged from coming more in con-
tact with the villagers than is necessary for procuring the
requisite supplies of food, ete.

Hor WEATHER EXCURSION.

The success of the European hunter in quest of large game
in India will depend greatly on the ability and diligence
of his shikarees, and their subordinates. If the ability exists,
rupees will generally draw out the other requisite.
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It will be remembered that the best season for shooting is
in the hottest months of the year, and during that time the
work of following and hunting beasts, when their exact
locality has been ascertained by the shikarees, will be found
sufficient exertion. This does not refer to bison, sambur, and
chetul shooting, as they are generally shot when stalking in
the early mornings or evenings. But with tigers, bears, and
panthers, the best plan is to have the game marked down by
the shikarees; and if good men are employed, they will,
except in very difficult countries, always succeed in following
a beast to the spot where it lies up for the day.

Various methods are adopted, but I have found, for tigers
and panthers, that baiting the country brings more game
to the bag than any other plan. This is done by the shikarees,
who, on arriving on fresh ground, proceed to hunt up the
country far and wide for tracks, and by careful examination
of the ground, and assiduously “ pumping” the cowherds, toler-
ably accurate estimates of the prospect of sport can generally
be formed.

The presence of a tiger in the country having been ascer-
tained, young buffaloes must be procured, and these can be
bought at from three to six rupees each, according to their size
and the rapacity of their owners. They are tied up in the after-
noons at the meetings of paths or ravines, and near pools
which the tigers frequent, being attracted both by the water
and the herds of deer and pigs which come down to slake their
thirst. They should be tied by a stout cord to some stump or
root, so that if possible they may not get the rope into a com-
plication. They should, moreover, be tied in an open space,
so that they may be seen from a distance. Sometimes, on the
approach of a tiger, they will lie down, and by keeping still
escape observation.
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The tiger will, however, generally kill the buffalo and de-
vour half of him, always beginning at the point of the buttock
. or inside the thigh. If the rope is not very strong, he will
break it and drag off the carcass to some covert ; but in either
case, if he is not disturbed, and eats well, he will lie up in the
nearest spot where he can get good shade, or shade and water
combined. ’

By the first streak of dawn the shikarees will be out ex-
amining the country, and looking after the baits. All the
buffaloes found alive should be taken to a cool spot for the
day, and they should be well fed and watered. If one has
been killed, the shikarees will quietly approach the spot, and
endeavour to find out where the footprints lead to. Especial
care is requisite at this early hour, as in the cool of the morn-
ing the tiger, unless very lazy and much gorged, is apt to
move if disturbed, and there may be great difficulty in again
marking him down that day.

Towards seven or eight o’clock the sun will be powerful,
and the shikarees may advance nearer. Should the tracks
lead into a thick covert or mass of rocks, or other spot where
the tiger may be supposed to have lain up, the shikarees will
proceed to ring the game by carefully examining the ground
for footprints, at some distance all round the covert. If no
footprints are to be seen, and the place is in their opinion a
good one, they will quietly mount trees commanding a good
view of the ground.

The tiger will probably change his position, and, if there
be a pool of water, will come out to drink and roll in it ; or
some inquisitive crow will perch over him, and drawing
attention by cawing, will indicate his position to the shikarees,
who, on being certain of his presence, will send off one of
their number to camp to bring up the hunters. :
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Some men in India insist on each shikaree always
carrying with him a supply of water in a leathern bottle.
With that and his pipe a native will sit in a tree, and keep
watch over a beast for a whole day. Without the water they
may be tempted to go in search of it, and the game may
move unobserved, to the eventual disappointment of the
hunters. If the party can command the services of more than
one really good shikaree, it is well to assign to each a line of
country, otherwise they are apt to be jealous, and sometimes
spoil sport.

By this means I have been able to cover a considerable
district, and by having a horseman at the head-quarters of
each detachment ready to start off at once to the main camp
with intelligence from the shikarees, the prospect of the day’s
sport may be known by 9 AM, by which time the hunters
will have breakfasted comfortably, and the sun will be
sufficiently hot to prevent game from moving to any great
distance if disturbed. By following the above plan I have
received information from three places at once of tigers
marked during the morning.

I had more men and horses at my disposal than a stranger
could expect, but even on a small scale the plan will be found
a good one ; and in many parts of the country a man on foot
will not take much longer than a horseman to run into camp
with intelligence.

There are of course occasions when game has to be beaten
for “on spec,” and I have frequently made a good bag though
leaving the camp with but slender expectations.

On arriving on the ground selected for the day, the party
should quietly dismount and hold a long palaver with the
shikaree. This time is not thrown away. Then the ground
should be carefully but quietly examined, and the run of the
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beasts ascertained. There is generally some covert not far
off, which the tigers may be expected to make for when started,
and all this information can usually be gathered from some
of the natives of the spot, who will have been induced by the
shikarees to assist them in marking the game.

Tigers are found in great variety of ground. At times I
have found them lying almost in the open, or in ground quite
clear of under-covert; on other occasions they lie in high
grass or in dense bushes. Rocks, caves, and ravines with
water, are favourite spots, and above all the tiger seems to de-
light in the thick shade of willows and cypress as found in
large masses in the partly dried-up beds of rivers.

The mode of attack will depend on the ground and the
means at the disposal of the hunters, but much of the success
of an expedition will rest on having at least one good elephant ;
and to insure this, I would recommend the hunters, before
leaving England, to endeavour to get a good letter of introduc-
tion to the Governor of the Presidency where they may
intend to shoot. There are some good elephants in the Com-~
missariat department, and I believe one or more of these
might be got for their keep—say 5s. each per day. Many of
the native chiefs have good elephants, and if they know that
they will be well used they will generally lend them in their
own territory ; but, if possible, I think it would be preferable to
obtain one from the Commissariat. This arrangement should
be made at once on landing in India, and if necessary a
howdah should be made during the cold weather, and all the
gear got ready before the month of February.

None but really staunch elephants should be employed—
a runaway is most dangerous—and a good and plucky mahout
is essential. An elephant will no more go steadily up to a
tiger when driven by a funky mahout than a horse will at
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his fences when ridden by a bad and nervous rider ; and the
least hesitation or retrograde movement on the part of the
elephant at a critical moment may spoil or lose a shot, and
perhaps enable a vicious tiger to get in and make good his
charge.

The elephant is generally required to drive a tiger out of
eypress, long grass, or scrub jungle ; but the great advantage
of having him with the party is that, on a tiger being wounded,
he can be followed up at once. It is madness to follow on
foot a wounded tiger into long grassor dense bush, and I
have known many fatal accidents from such rashness. I
well know that it is hard to leave a bloody track, but without
an elephant, no tiger ought to be followed into such ground
as I have described. They may sometimes be followed up
successfully, if the mass of hunters and beaters will keep
together, but no reliance can be placed on such a scratch
pack ; and I have seen a crowd of beaters start and scatter in
a moment at the mere growl of an angry tiger. With an
elephant there is no danger to speak of. The wounded tiger
can be almost always followed and brought to bag, unless he
has managed to escape into some cave or mass of rocks.

In many places the elephant may not be required at first,
or till the tigeris wounded. The covert may be surrounded
by trees, and no better “coign of vantage” can be found.
The experienced hunter will at once detect a good seat on
some branch for himself and gunbearer.

If the party consists of two or three guns, straws may be
drawn for places. This is a good plan ; it prevents all dis-
cussions as to who gets the best chance of the shot. When
the elephant is required, the choice of tree or howdah can
similarly be determined by straws.

Should guns not be available to command all the passes,
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intelligent natives may be posted on trees in one or more’
with orders to cough or tap with a stick on a branch. This
will generally be sufficient to turn the tiger on the shooters.

On the guns being placed, the beaters should commence
at some distance from the spot where they know the tiger to
be ; the more noise they can make the better. If suddenly
roused, the tiger may dash by the guns and give an uncertain
shot ; but by commencing to beat at a distance, he has time to
rise, and move off quietly ; and, as they seldom look up, he
will at times come under the very tree from which the hunter
quietly awaits his approach. By this means I have shot
tigers within fifteen feet of the muzzle of my gun, before they
were aware of my presence.

If the tiger is wounded and goes on, the elephant must be
called into requisition, and all beaters left behind. Neglect
of this precaution will often be followed by bad accidents.

Bears may often be shot on foot, and by two guns together,
with comparative safety ; but they are tenacious of life at.
times, and savage when wounded. They generally select a
quiet spot to lie up, but care little for heat, notwithstanding
their black colour and long hair. 'When convenient, they in-
habit caves and rocks, but I have often shot them in grass,
where they had been lying throughout the day exposed to all
the power of the Indian summer sun.

Most of the remarks which I have written regarding tigers
apply also to panthers. The latter are most savage and
dangerous animals, and too much precaution cannot be taken
in hunting them. They can conceal themselves anywhere,
and when attacked will charge repeatedly and in the most
determined manner.

On no occasion ought the beaters to be exposed to danger
more than is necessary, and they ought never on any account
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to be sent into a covert where a wounded beast is known to
be. In India news travels fast, and the report of a beater
killed or mauled will precede the hunter from camp to camp.
If the natives hear that their lives are likely to be recklessly
exposed, they will not assemble to beat, and the shikarees
will find great difficulty in obtaining men to assist them in
marking game.

If a tiger has only been slightly wounded, he will do mis-
chief ; if badly, he will probably be found dead next day ; but
he should never be followed up into thick covert, unless with
an elephant ; and all men on foot should be directed to mount
trees or keep well out of the way. I purpose illustrating the
truth of these remarks by anecdotes which have come within
my own experience ; and as I bear the marks of both teeth
and claws, I hope my observations may have weight in
warning any gentlemen who may be desirous of entering on
a sporting campaign in the East of the danger of rashly
exposing themselves or their followers when in pursuit of
savage beasts.

A Dad accident to one of the party entails the removal of
the sufferer, if not killed on the spot, to the nearest canton-
ment where medical aid can be obtained. His friends have to
accompany him, and the expedition is either at an end or
much valuable time is lost. With common and reasonable
care, and a little resolution and self-denial, all this may be
prevented.

PRESERVATION OF SKINS.

A few remarks on the preservation of skins and heads (not
human) may, I think, be useful here,

Deer’s heads may be cleaned by boiling till all the flesh
leaves the skull; but the base of the horns should be en-
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veloped in paste to prevent bleaching by the hot water. The
nose bones should be carefully looked after, and, if loose,
should be fastened in with glue. If wanting, the appearance
of the head is much spoiled. Deer-skins should be pegged
out in the shade, hair downwards, with wooden pegs, and
rubbed over with finely-powdered alum.

Tiger, panther, and bear skins require more attention.
The beasts may be killed at a distance from home, or in such
a locality that they cannot be carried out without much
difficulty and probable injury to the skin. In such a case
they can be skinned on the spot, and the carcass left on the
ground. 'When shot, a tiger should never be allowed to lie
on hot ground or rocks in the sun. The heat is so great,
that it will soon blister off the hair, and a good skin may
be lost. It should be moved very carefully, and never dragged
on the ground or over rocks. When tied on an elephant, care
should be taken to prevent the ropes from chafing, or the hair
will be rubbed off.

Tigers should be skinned on the same day that they are
shot. The after appearance of the skin will greatly depend on
the manner in which it is taken off. The hunter should him-
self superintend this part of the business, or only entrust it
to one of his men whom he may have previously instructed.
The cutting should be done by his own hand as follows :—

1st. Place the beast on his back, and cut the skin from the
lower lip to the point of the tail. This cut should open the -
tail to its extreme point, beyond the last joint, else the tip is
apt to go bad, and the hair will come out. -

2d. Cut the skin down the middle of the ball of the fore
paws, and so down the leg to the middle of the chest.

3d. Cut the skin from the inside of the ball of the hind
feet, inside the hock and up the middle of the inside of the
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thigh, falling into the main cut about six inches from the root
of the tail.

By carefully following these instructions, it will be seen
that when the skin is spread out, the outline is not jagged or
unseemly, and that the yellow is almost entirely surrounded
by a band of white. This adds greatly to the beauty of the
skin.

Panthers and chetahs may be done the same way. After
the skin has been cut as described, the village skinners will
do the rest.

Black bear skins are generally kept, though I don’t know
why, unless as trophies, for they are not useful nor ornamental,
the hair being long and coarse.

When taken off, all skins should be made over to the
village chamars or skinners, who will go over them with their
own peculiar knives, and remove from them all flesh and fat
which may be adhering. Xach man should have an inch-
thick board, free from nails, and a foot or eighteen inches
square, to work upon. The ears should be skinned down as
far as possible, as also the toes, each separately, and the bones
removed to the last joint. The lips should be pared as thin
as can be without damaging the roots of the moustache. All
bullet-holes should be sewn up with a stout needle and thread.

On the skin being thoroughly cleaned, it should be pegged
out, hair downwards, with wooden pegs five or six inches in
length. A large number of these pegs should always be kept
ready. The pegging out should be done with care, and the
legs on both sides should be stretched in the same positions,
else the shape of the skin will be spoilt. The proper propor-
tions of length and breadth should also be preserved.

The skin should be pegged down in some spot which is
completely shaded throughout the day; and the ears, head,
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and feet, should be well painted over with a strong solution of
arsenical soap. The rest of the skin may be rubbed with
finely-powdered alum ; but a brush over with arsenical soap
is also good. The soap should be kept in a tin pail, and laid
on with a strong brush.

If white ants are numerous about the spot, men or boys
should be employed night and day to tap the skins all over
with a light stick every half-hour. This will prevent the
ravages of these insects, otherwise at the end of two days, on
lifting the skin, the hair may be found eaten off in large
patches.

After two days the skin may be taken up, but the head
and neck will still be found to be wet, and these parts should
be very carefully handled at this time, or the hair will rub off.
The skin should now be placed, hair uppermost, where it may
get just a little sunning, a free current of air passing under.

In about three days it should be quite dry,and then should
be placed on a broad litter of long bamboos, and carried on
men’s shoulders from one camp to another. In this way a
dozen or more skins can be carried by four men. Should a
change of camp be necessary before the skin is thoroughly
dried, it can be taken up, and by placing it on the top of the
heap, and abstaining from handling it, it will travel in safety,
and can be again pegged down at the end of the march. This
will be found a superior method to any other. If placed on
a cart, the skins will be much rubbed and damaged.

A trustworthy man should accompany the skins when
moving from camp to camp ; the coolies are apt to singe the
moustaches as a mark of contempt or defiance, and to
steal them to wear as charms. When in camp, tent-pegs
should be driven in to keep the litter clear of the ground, so
that white ants cannot get at the skins.



ADVENTURES IN CAMP AND JUNGLE. o2

Handsome skins should be brought home simply dried as
above described. The Indians do not tan well, and I have
seen many a good skin spoilt. Skins packed in a tin-lined
box with camphor should arrive in good order. They should
be folded, not rolled, or the hard points in the leather round
the peg-holes may rub off the hair in other places. I recom-
mend Mr. Stammwitz, of Argyle Street, as a good man to
mount skins. He does them well, and at a very moderate
charge.

The skulls of tigers, bears, and panthers may be cleaned
by boiling after the fleshy parts have been removed with a
knife. As soon as the skull is cleaned, the whole of the teeth
should be covered with a coating of beeswax a quarter of an
inch in thickness, so as completely to exclude the hot air, else
the teeth will splinter like dry wood. This operation should
be performed at once. Any claws that are loose should be
removed and kept separately, or the natives will steal them
for charms.

A peculiar bone, detached from all others, is found in the
muscles of the shoulder, in tigers and panthers.
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ON landing in India on the 8th of January 1847, I was placed
on duty in the garrison of Bombay, where I remained for five
months. At the end of that time, having been posted to a
regiment in the Southern Mahratta country, I was directed to
join. Meeting with a brother officer similarly situated, we
hired a country boat, and sent our baggage, servants, and
horses on board.

The craft was a botella, or ordinary coasting boat, undecked,
with a small cabin in the stern, from the roof of which the
tiller was worked. The crew consisted of about ten men, and,
the wind being fair, we made our run down the coast in about
a couple of days to Vingorla, where we landed.

It was my first visit to the mainland of India, and having
read from my youth up of its varied game, I longed to see
and judge for myself. Hayward, my chum, was imbued with
a like spirit, and we subsequently made many excursions
together.
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We were detained a day or two in procuring pack bullocks
to carry our baggage to Belgaum, and in the meantime had
leisure to examine the new country and its inhabitants. At
the travellers’ bungalow we met an officer of the Belgaum
garrison—a very sharp fellow. I rode with him one evening,
and having made a considerable detour, we found ourselves
at dusk close to the house, but separated from it by a creek
thirty yards wide, which we had crossed further up. I was
not aware of the depth, but my companion told me to go on,
and assured me that it was “all right.” In another moment
the water was over my saddle. Finding myself in for it, I held
on, and, half swimming my horse, reached the opposite bank.
Looking back, I saw my friend on the other side. “Ah!”
cried he, “the water is deeper than I thought ;” with which
remark he rode off by the way we had come, while I returned
alone to the bungalow, a wetter and a wiser man.

The march to Belgaum.occupied five days. Not knowing
the customs of the country, we generally rose at daylight,
superintended the loading of the bullocks, and then marched
with them till about 10 A.M., by which time we had got over
some eight miles. If we came to a suitable stream, we un-
loaded, had a bathe in the river, and breakfasted, moving on
again to the next staging bungalow in the afternoon. We
were of course “griffins,” and our mode of procedure was that
of griffins ; but what cared we? We enjoyed ourselves
thoroughly, and pursued and shot doves for the pot with a zeal
and energy worthy of a better cause.

On the second day we reached the foot of the Ram Ghaut,
a steep pass in the mountains, leading up from the Concan
to the table-land of the Deccan. I believe that, had we
known how to set about it, we might have got bison and
sambur here ; but ignorance was bliss, and when I shot a
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large red squirrel at the foot of the Ghaut, I was happy for that
day, and busied myself with taking off and preparing the skin.

The jungles below the hills swarmed with fireflies, lighting
up the trees on dark nights.

‘We reached Belgaum on the fifth day, and, after a halt of
two days, proceeded on our way to Dharwar, fifty miles, which
we accomplished in three marches.

It was now the beginning of June, the rains were setting
in, and not much shooting was to be got.

To the east of Dharwar is a vast level plain, extending
sixty or eighty miles, and highly cultivated. In parts the
antelope are numerous, but we did not then understand the
use of the stalking-cart, and got but few. I well remember
my satisfaction on bagging my first black buck. He was
with a small herd, and I had succeeded in getting within 150
yards of him. Not having much confidence in the steadiness
of my hand, I made my shikaree lie down flat on his face,
and, lying down myself at a right angle, I rested the rifle on
his back. On being struck, the buck kicked out with both
hind legs like a jackass, and went off at speed. I watched
him for some distance, and then, supposing I had missed him,
signalled to my groom to bring up my horse. On mounting
I observed an unusual object on the plain, and cantering up
I found the buck stone dead.

In this plain the deer are much hunted by the Hirun
shikarees, or antelope hunters, who snare them by an in-
genious method. To a line about 200 yards in length, made
of the sinews of deer, they attach snares, to each of which is
fastened a wooden pin eight inches or ten inches long. The
snares are also made of deer sinews, and the whole is very
strong. They are placed at intervals of about eighteen inches.

‘When carrying the line, the hunter passes his left arm
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through all the snares, so that it is covered from the shoulder
to the wrist. A stalking bullock is employed, and is led by
the shikaree, who also carries a number of sticks five feet in
length, with bunches of feathers attached to one end, the other
being pointed. Stooping on the far side of the bullock, he
proceeds towards the herd, and, on approaching sufficiently
near, he plants the sticks into the ground, 20 or 30 yards
apart. Having so disposed of half the number of his sticks,
he commences to lay his snares, which he does across the
plain, dexterously setting each in the ground by the peg
attached to it. From the end of the line he plants his re-
maining bunches of feathers, and moves off. His confederates
then show themselves, and, by simulating the movements of
cultivators, quietly drive the deer towards the snares. When
they calculate that the proper time has arrived, they howl
and run forward, and turning from the feathers the herd runs
over the snares, one or two deer generally being caught by
the leg. The snares being all attached to the main line, the
deer are then easily caught.

Bustard are taken in the same way, but the driving has
to be quietly conducted, else they would take flight. They
are fine birds, weighing from 20 pounds to 24 pounds each. 1
have frequently, when stalking them in comparatively open
ground, suddenly lost sight of them, and, after searching in vain -
for some time, have seen them rise from the ground I had just
gone over. They will lie flat on the ground, and conceal
" themselves in a marvellous manner. One morning, when
riding across the plain, I observed one walking about in the
open ground. I moved slowly towards him, and he did not
rise till I was within ten yards. I have often, in Central
India, had good shots at them from the back of a horse or
camel, but they are very shy of a man on foot.
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It was in this plain of Dharwar that I made my first and
last personal acquaintance with the sting of a scorpion. T
was scated on a bank, waiting for my horse to be brought up,
and had been pounding the black friable turf between my
feet with the butt of my rifle. Scorpio had been disturbed,
and quietly walked up the stock and stung me in the point of
the finger. I instantly shook him off, and stamped upon him ;
but the pain was most acute, and shot up the arm at once.
Binding a handkerchief tightly round the finger, I sucked the
injured part, and the pain began to subside as the poison was
drawn out. In half an hour I did not feel it ; but some time
after a callosity formed over the spot. Experiencing a peculiar
sensation, I opened this one day with a penknife, and dug out
the point of the sting, which had been broken off and remained
in the wound.

To the westward of Dharwar, within a few miles, are some
good lakes, or tanks as they are called, much frequented by
wild-fowl in the cold weather. There are also many good
snipe grounds, and quail and florican in the season are toler-
ably plentiful, though by no means in such numbers as in.
Guzerat. About ten miles to the westward are considerable
jungles, stretching away towards the Western Ghauts. In
these we found a fair amount of spotted deer and pigs, and
also jungle sheep, a small antelope with flat goat-like horns,
three inches or four inches in length.

‘We generally had these jungles beat by a number of men,
taking up our places at the different passes. At one of these
beats a large boar and a couple of jungle sheep had fallen to
my rifle, and I was on my way to rejoin the other guns when I
came on a herd of cheetul or spotted deer crossing my front
about sixty yards off. - They were just over the brow of a hill
covered with grass and jungle, and sloping abruptly down for
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150 yards. Running in a few paces, I fired at a doe ; but by
the time the smoke had cleared, the herd was out of sight. I
was confident that I had held straight; but on going up to
the spot I found nothing. I followed for some distance in the
direction which the herd had taken, and, finding nothing,
returned along the base of the hill. Nearly opposite the spot
where I had fired, I caught sight of the white stern of a deer
among some long grass, and, aiming rapidly, rolled it over.
It turned out to be the same deer at which I had fired above,
and my first shot had broken both fore legs close to the body ;
notwithstanding this, she had managed almost instantaneously
to disappear, and, but for my luck in coming across her, would
have been lost.

In the next drive I heard a shot from one of my friends,
and soon after a pariah dog which had accompanied the beaters
came down in my direction, giving tongue loudly, and evidently
after something. Guided by the sound, I rushed off, and crash-
ing through a thicket came into an open spot, thirty yards
across, in the middle of which stood a mighty grey boar. He
was crippled in one of his fore legs, but was able to keep his
head to the dog, on whom he fixed his small vicious eyes, his
long white tusks gleaming in the sunlight. The instant I ap-
peared, he wheeled round towards me, and I believe in another
moment would have charged ; but a shot between the eyes
bowled him over.

Formerly tigers must have been numerous close round
Dharwar, and, though we never fell in with any, our old
shikaree always endeavoured to soothe the pangs of disappoint-
ment by assuring us that he had seen many shot in those
self-same coverts. He constantly quoted two gentlemen,
named ‘Walker and Campbell, as having been mighty hunters,
and I fear we did not always receive the accounts of their
exploits in a spirit of meekness.
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I have since learned that Campbell was either “ The Old
Forest Ranger” himself, or his brother. Both were well known
in that country.

One morning a man came running inte the fort, and in-
formed us that a panther had taken up her abode in a rocky
hillock about ten miles from the cantonment. Hayward and
I started off with a friend who was staying with us, and on
arriving at the village we were conducted to the place by half
a dozen semi-nude savages. The hillock was not more than
fifty feet high, and was situated close to the edge of the'heavy
jungle. The summit was a mass of rocks and green bushes.
As we were all on foot, and could not tell the exact spot in
which the beast might be expected, we formed up three
abreast, and advanced very cautiously in expectation of a
charge. Ascending the hillock, we peered about among the
rocks for some time without seeing anything. At length we
found a small den formed by several masses of rock, and as
our eyes became accustomed to the darkness we spied what -
we supposed to be the head of a panther. We were on the
point of firing when the object moved, and we then discovered
it to be two small cubs lying together, and apparently asleep.
We captured these without much trouble, and then hunted
about the jungle in the immediate neighbourhood, in hopes of
getting the mother, but she never showed ; so, tying up her
offspring in a blanket, we carried them off to the cantonment.

In these jungles were numerous pea and jungle fowl, and
frequently, when we were waiting for larger game at passes,
they would come by in long strings, passing close under the
trees on which we were seated. Troops, too, of the “lungoor”
or large grey monkey would come dancing along, with black
careworn countenances. It was interesting to watch them
unobserved—grey old patriarchs and youthful mothers, with
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their young clinging convulsively to their necks and waists as
they bounded along. To see them spring from tree to rock, it
seemed a marvel that the infants did not get their brains
knocked out.

About three miles to the south of Dharwar are the Edee-
guttee jungles, which we generally found good for spotted
deer and pigs; but the coverts were very thick, and consisted
almost entirely of corinda bushes. These grow to the height
of about twenty feet, and are evergreen. The leaves are about
two inches in length, and, while the outer part of the bush
appears impenetrable, the interior is generally hollow, and
affords cool shade to wild animals during the day. The
branches are armed with strong thorns.

‘We were driving this jungle one morning, when five
spotted deer came by me. I was standing at the top of a
rising ground, but the bush on all sides was so dense that I
could only get a view at one or two places, and then only for
distances two or three yards in width.

I had my eye on one of these openings, and as the deer
crossed had a snap-shot at a fine buck. I had hardly time to
see whether he was hit, but on the beaters coming up, we
examined the track for a short distance and found blood. As
we followed the prints, the buck dashed out of a thick bush,
and I again fired, taking him behind the shoulder, but without
dropping him. He then got away into a very dense mass of
bushes, but was discovered by some of the beaters, and, after
assuring myself that the opposite side was clear, I again fired
and finished him. On examination, we found the three balls
had entered behind the shoulder, within three inches of each
other. Considering that I was shooting with a 14-bore gun,
his tenacity of life was wonderful.

Immediately to the south of Edeeguttee, about three miles,
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runs a range of very stony hills, with deep ravines filled with
rocks and bushes. In these we frequently shot pigs. On
different occasions we started panthers, but never succeeded in
bagging onme. Hywnas were less fortunate, and we slew
several. Langton, of my regiment, shot a very large one,
whose striped sides he had at first mistaken for a tiger. As
he wished to preserve the skin, we proceeded to remove it on
the ground, and had taken it off all but the tail, round the
root of which a rope was tied, and, while Langton and I held
on to the rope, half-a-dozen natives hauled bravely at the
head and legs. The skin was strong and tough ; but at last
it stripped off, and came away with a run, the beaters tumbling
backwards down the hill in a heap, while we rolled over in
the opposite direction.

A hare rose at my feet one morning near these hills, and
as she went off at speed I bowled her over with a bullet.

But the happy hunting-grounds of Dharwar lay in the
Dandelly jungles, thirty-five miles to the S.W. Hayward
and I had long been anxious to visit them, but they were
said to be malarious, and our commandant was shy of giving
us leave. In those days we did not believe in fevers, or at
any rate were quite willing to risk them in the hope of sport ;
so perhaps it was as well that we did not get our own way,
for I believe that till the ground is thoroughly dry the jungles
are not safe.

It was towards the end of April that, at the close of a long
march, we reached Hullihal, about six miles from the bunga-
low, on the banks of the Kala Nuddee.

The latter is a noble river, flowing through the heart of
the jungle where we were to shoot. As we intended to push
on again in the afternoon, we made a halt under some trees,
and sent one of our servants into the village for supplies.
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After a long time our messenger returned, saying that the
native government official declined to furnish any, adding
that he had stated that his resolution was fixed, even if a
subsequent request should be made by our parents. Being
hot and hungry, I suppose we were displeased, for we at once
set out to see the gentleman in person. We found him in his
office—a wide, open, verandah—seated on cushions, and sur-
rounded by minor officials. He was a large man, and his sole
garment consisted of a sheet, apparently embedded in folds of
fat at the spot where his waist should have been, and hanging
down over his nether man. 1

He gazed on our dusty coats and sun-browned faces with
a listless apathy, quietly chewing a large mouthful of betel
nut ; and it was not till sundry pokes had been administered
with the points of our sticks to the softer portions of his
capacious person, and our wants had been reiterated in forcible
and emphatic language, that the requisite orders for supplies
were given, and we returned to our people.

Towards the atternoon we again marched, and our fat
friend sat down and wrote an account of our brutal treatment
to the collector of the district. Had we been better acquainted
with the manners and customs of the country, we should have
been beforehand with him ; as it was, we forgot all about the
matter, and made up our minds for a pleasant camp in the
Dandelly. 4

We subsequently received an official letter from the col-
lector in charge of the district, and had some small trouble in
settling the complaint of the obese gentleman, who, however,
on our return march supplied everything at once on our
arrival without delay.

At a village a few miles from Hullihal we were joined by
the shikarees of the country, Messrs. Emaum and Moideen.
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The latter was an intelligent little man, and well acquainted
with the jungles, but was in a way, I believe, under subjec-
tion to Emaum, who was, to say the least of it, a very remark-
able man. He was by birth almost a pure negro, with all the
characteristics of the race both in face and person. He
generally moved in light marching order, his dress consisting
of an unclean turban, and a strip of cloth passed under a
string, which he wore round his waist. Over his shoulder he
carried a brown blanket. His accoutrements were a long flint
gun, a belt with sundry bags attached, and a long knife. By
treed a Mahomedan, he was, I regret to say, addicted to strong
waters, and when he came to us he stipulated that his daily
wage should be one shilling and two glasses of brandy. He
was, however, so far mindful of his duty to his employers that
he never, except on special occasions, took his drink till the
day’s work was over. He seemed much pleased at the
prospect of sport, and informed us that he had a strong pre-
dilection for flesh—a craving which, he added, had not been
lately gratified. Moideen was the son of old Kamah, men-
tioned by “The Old Forest Ranger,” in whose words the fol-
lowing anecdote of his early life is well told :—

“While sitting at breakfast we were alarmed by hearing
cries of distress proceeding from the Jagheerdar's hut, and on
running out to ascertain the cause, we found old Kamah in a
furious state of excitement, his left hand firmly fixed in the
woolly pate of the hopeful scion of his house, and belabouring
him soundly with a stout bamboo.

“We inquired what crime young Moideen had been guilty
of, to bring upon him such a storm of parental indignation,
and learned, to our astonishment, that it was all owing to his
having killed a tiger !

“One of his father’s tame buffaloes having been killed by
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a tiger on the previous day, the young savage had watched
for him during the night, and shot him from a tree when he
returned to feed upon the carcass.

“This most people would have considered a very gallant
and meritorious exploit on the part of a lad of fifteen, but the
old forester was of a different opinion.

« < It was all very well,”” he said, ““for us who lived in the
open country to wage war with tigers, but with him, who lived
on sociable terms with them in the jungle, the case was
different.. I have no quarrel with tigers! I never injured
one of them, they never injured me, and while there was
peace between us, I went among them without fear of danger.

“ ¢But now that this young rascal has picked a guarrel and
commenced hostilities there is no saying where the feud will
end’

“And for this breach of good fellowship between the
family of Kamah and his feline neighbours, the unfortunate
youngster was being beaten to a mummy !”

The shooting in the Dandelly was carried on entirely by
stalking. 'We rose long before daybreak, and had a light
refreshment ; then each taking one shikaree, we set off in
different directions, returning home about 9 or 10 AM.

The principal game was bison, sambur, cheetul or axis,
and pigs. There were also bears, tigers, and panthers ; but in
those extensive forests the chances of getting them were small.

We rested during the heat of the day, and about 3 P
again set out, returning to camp after dark. The shikarees
were well acquainted with the jungles, and by their advice
we always walked in their tracks, while they, carrying the
spare gun, led the way and kept on the look-out for game.

Emaum was generally my companion, and he certainly was
a very good marker. His senses of sight and hearing were

D
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very acute, and he used to declare he could smell bison when
the wind was favourable. We had in our camp about a
dozen baggage ponies, each with his attendant, and after a
successful stalk we generally took these and went out after
breakfast to cut up and bring in the meat. 'We had a sort of
pic-nic on these occasions, and it was fearful to see Emaum
indulging in his African propensities, and bolting huge pieces
of raw bison’s flesh.

‘We were joined by Emaum and Moideen about four miles
from the bungalow on the Kala Nuddee, which we intended
to make our head-quarters for some weeks ; so, on the follow-
ing morning, sending on our baggage by the road, we each
took a shikaree, and started off through the jungle in different
directions.

Our attendants requested that we should trust entirely to
them to find the game, and that all our attentions should be
engaged in avoiding making any noise by treading on dry
leaves and sticks.

My first shot was at a doe cheetul, at which, however, I
would not have fired, had not Emaum urged the want of meat
in camp. She was about eighty yards off, feeding in an open
glade in the bamboo jungle. My shot took her behind the
shoulder, and Emaum’s long knife did the rest. He was much
Pleased at this beginning, and expressed his intention of eat-
ing largely of flesh. The deer was soon skinned and cut up ;
but Emaum said that nothing must be wasted, and, emptying
out the entrails, he packed them in the skin, and so we set off
to camp, where we were soon after joined by Hayward, who
had shot a sambur.

One morning, when shooting in this jungle, I fired at a
spotted deer, which at once made off, and, as it showed no
signs of being hit, I concluded I had missed—especially as I
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had not heard the thud of the bullet on his side. On going
up to the spot where the deer had been standing, Emaum
bent down, and pointing out some hairs on the grass, pro-
nounced it “no miss.” The hairs had been cut by the ball on
entering, and lay just below where the shoulder of the deer
had been, the spot being plainly indicated by the deep marks
of the hoofs in the ground as it started at my shot. Following
up the track, we came on the deer lying dead. On other
occasions, I have been similarly assured that deer had been
wounded, and have brought to bag beasts that otherwise
would have been lost.

The bungalow was situated in a lovely spot, about sixty
yards from the river’s bank. To the rear of the house was a
huge banian tree, alive with minahs, parrots, and green pigeons ;
and on all sides were clumps of giant bamboos seventy feet
high, standing out like feathers against the clear sky. The
river here was about one hundred yards across, the somewhat
broken bed of the stream changing just above into a fine deep
pool. We made this place our head-quarters for about three
weeks, stalking morning and evening in the jungles, and
generally having some fresh additions to make to our game
list every evening.

I did not get a shot at a bison till I had been out some
days ; but one morning when I was stalking with Moideen we
came on fresh tracks. My companion plucked some blades of
grass, which had been cropped, and pointed out how the
broken edge had not dried, from which circumstance he knew
that the game was not far off It is remarkable how little
impression these large hard-hoofed animals leave on the sun-
baked earth, and, though sometimes the footprints are plain
enough, at others, they can only be distinguished by a prac-
tised tracker.
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We proceeded very cautiously in single file, Moideen
leading, and after going about half a mile we heard the bison
a short distance in front. The herd was about to lie up for
the day, and had betaken themselves to a mass of thick young
bamboos.

There were several of them ; but near the edge of the
thicket, with her face towards us, lay a cow, and, from her
position, we saw we could not advance without alarming
the herd. I was anxious to get a bull, but, fearing that in
attempting to do so I should lose all, I made up my mind to
take the cow. She lay in deep shade, and I fired at her
shoulder, on which she sprang up, and, together with the rest,
dashed off to the left.

My battery was but a poor one, consisting of a 12-bore
single rifle, and a 14-bore double gun. I caught the latter from
Moideen, and fired both shots at a bull as they rushed off.
Reloading, we took up the track, and soon came on blood in
large quantities, and a few hundred yards ahead we came on
a bison, standing with his stern to us, at the side of a pateh of
jungle grass eight feet high.

‘We decided on moving round this grass, to get, if possible,
opposite his shoulder, and on going to the right we suddenly
came on the cow. She caught sight of us, and, wheeling
round, stood head on. Expecting a charge, I got behind a
tree, and as she stood looking at me, with her nose poked out,
I fired at her head, and she fell dead in her tracks.

‘We had supposed that this was the beast whose blood we
had seen ; but, on examination, we found that as she lay in
the bamboo thicket her hind foot had probably been drawn
up behind the forearm, and in firing I had sent the first ball
through the foot, breaking both toes. Being unable o run in
this crippled state, she had wheeled round on finding herself
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pursued, and my second shot had taken her just above one
nostril, and had passed up the head into the brain.

Seeing that she had bled but little, we knew that the bull
must have been hard hit, and endeavoured to follow up the
track ; but the blood soon ceased to flow, and the footprints
getting mixed up with those of the rest of the herd, we
were unable to make anything of them ; so, returning to the
encamping ground, we had breakfast, and then, taking our
ponies, we proceeded to skin and cut up the beast.

Our camp followers were in high glee at the prospect of
meat, and on our return they cut up the flesh into long strips,
and dried it on ropes and bamboos suspended from tree to
tree. In a few days it became black and hard, and was then
tied up in bundles like firewood till required for food.

We kept the tail, tongue, and marrow-bones, and some of
the meat, for our own larder. The flesh was somewhat tough
and stringy, but after a long diet on scraggy fowls and goat
we were glad of any change. The tail made capital soup, and
the tongue and marrow-bones were excellent.

Most of the jungle on the left bank of the river had been
burnt ; that on the right only partially. As the fire sweeps
along, it is not uncommon for dead trees to ignite near the
root, and as the fire smoulders, the tree falls. It will continue
to burn for days, and the fire travels out to the ends of the
branches, leaving the impression of the tree on the ground in
white ashes. At these times the sambur approach, and stand
in the smoke to rid themselves of the flies. They also lick
up the ashes for salt. We frequently came on them about
these burning trees, but our shikarees assured us that on
being disturbed they would not return till the second day.

One morning, Hayward and I, having set out with
our shikarees in different directions, chanced to meet in the
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jungle, and, seeing one of these burning trees close by, went
up to it and sat down to have a smoke. Presently a splendid
buck cheetul came quietly across the open glade in front of
us. We sat quite still, and he never observed us till within
seventy yards, when he drew up and stared. He was a handsome
beast as he stood in the bright morning sun, with his dark-
brown sides flecked with white, and his fine antlers thrown
back. Hayward, who sat somewhat in rear of the rest of the
party, quietly raised his rifle and rolled him over, and we
carried him off bodily to camp.

‘While encamped in the Dandelly I had a narrow escape
of being charged by a bison, owing to want of proper attention
to my rifle. I was out one morning with Emaum, and as we
were emerging from a thicket of young bamboos we came on
four bison feeding on an open space. The clearing was only
about fifty yards wide, and in the bamboos on the opposite side
we could see the rest of the herd moving about. The wind
was favourable, and we were not observed, but any retrograde
movement on our part might have alarmed the game ; so,
quietly sinking into a sitting position, I raised the heavy
single rifle to my shoulder and sat motionless, trusting to the
dark brown colour of my clothes and Emaum’s skin to escape
observation.

I was anxious to secure a heavy bull, and, supposing that
one would be in the herd, I reserved my shot for him, and
allowed the four in the open to feed unmolested. One of
these was a fine young bull, and presently he turned his head
towards me and fed up to within fifteen yards. He was getting
too close to be pleasant; so, aiming at the point of his
shoulder, I pressed the trigger. The cap snapped, and the
bison started back a pace or two and looked hard at us. Had
they charged, we should have been smashed, as we were
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sitting among young bamboos no thicker than a man’s finger,
and no friendly tree was near. Without lowering the rifle
from my shoulder, I whispered to Emaum to fire, which he
did with the double-barrel smoothbore, taking the bull dia-
gonally from the point of the right shoulder to the rear of the
left arm.

All four wheeled round and dashed away through the
thicket. Emaum, however, assured me that he had fired with
a good aim. I then set to work to fire off my rifle, and after
some time succeeded in doing so. Shooting into an ant-heap,
I picked up about half a yard of burning cloth, which my
servant, to whom I had foolishly entrusted the cleaning of
my rifle on the previous night, had left in the barrel. I made
a note of the fact for future guidance. Reloading, we took up
the track of the herd, and after going about 200 yards through
the jungle came on the bull, lying quite dead.

As a rule we found that when a bison fell to the shot, it
was wise to give him more lead at once, as they will frequently
rise and get off. On the other hand, when a bison ran some
distance, and then fell, he seldom rose again, and was nearly
always bagged.

I was out with Emaum one morning before I had learned
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