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A CEYLON TRACKER.

Wy . piaroy Dixon.

NE of the
best known
ultken in

Ali Mzhamed Th=
secmen dee o

com-
bine shrewdness with enterprise, and
are invariably prosperous. Some of
them are keen Sporismen, and with
dg trips
o the nterior, Know berter than most
e where ook for
he present laws were passed
for the promcion of game. there were
kers who devored_themselves
taming clephants
U Mahoiasd was'ns of the
o plemen(:d rear kil with
idiy o of Mobammedan falsn,
“God
& o e fate.
Novgi’dr Tt oo K50
he carried out whatsoever his s
Thin 10, do, regardies of Faky
ind great was his success.
mode employed by the clephant
carchers was extremely simple, though
if required great judgment and nerve.
Te ‘cansinted merely In getting close
cnough To an animal 10 doose s I
and then tie them 10 a
‘Al Mahomed was King of the
clephune carchers n he could be
uced 1o talk he would
say: “It is m.e, pever e did 1 mark
an clephant in 3 herd bur 1 capture
Stl, though Ali captured.an' immme
number of el he did not awa
come off unscathed, as the following
incident will show.

ssted of four ropes

£ deer hide, cach havi
‘mixed t (prob- i
ibly originaly Trom

He discovered a herd one afternoon,
and the next morning, accompanied by
his eighteen year old son Hassan, he set
out o rope o beast abour two-thirds

a young animal is more casily
ﬁmdkd and amed. Their outic con”

e out

o carchully pre-

running noose. fopes were
very strong and clastic, and well
adapred to resist an immense

oo ALl aod s s Sound the
herd, afier tracking them for many miles,
and ‘carcfully observing the wind, crept
up foms losward, vobl within bessing

at was intense

moving
luly brmch wieh whick ons wesld
il a fly, there was notl
o indite e
frer divesting Rimafor of all
dithiog. excepting a scrap of cloth,
phich ey mative weary e
assan in_ charge of the ro
Prnzmly through the undergrowth a
swinging trunk warned him that he
was near the herd. Careful observa-

He took two of them and carefully
coiled them over his left and
Hassan followed with the rest. Prog-
ges with the copes was slow and
borious, and when at length the

foem of e, slephant hocame vieble, Al
signed to Hasan o stop and ceptfor-

elicacy of this proceeding may
well be imagined when it is remem-
how keenly endowed the_clephant

is with the senses of hearing and
smell, Tntense care in moving will
prevent ¢ i i difficul to
trackers cle-

ph'.i"’x'“ﬁvm scenting uum,k'n?é.. though
the wind were fwvorable. It is possible




bt chey e the uos of the strong
dcsarsd Tt geae which grows i)
o some othet herb,
human odor.

With the two ropes ready, Ali a
proached the clephanr from behind, or
it was i ind legs e was atempe-

to sceure.  When about twenty
o ok i k) o s 4 e
fist to a tree, and then, inch by inch,
covered the intervening distance. At
last, afier much painful cffort, he lay at
ll e slmost touchingthe il
d es lying open, one behind
cach pillue-ike Tog, Giving o last
glance 1o sce that the rope he had
tened was clear, he took the noose
and pushed it forward until it touched
one foot. To get it on the leg
clephant must by some means be in-
uced to raise his foot. With a long
thom Ali gently pricked the other leg.
just as a fly might sting it, for th
Quchydermara, in spite of i
are very sensitive to the bites of
Slowly the foot he was enc
deavoring to secure rose
e e A B
round he noose was slipped open
me i o e 10 cncel it o
1’}.‘ moment's pauu,

0 orercorms. e

insect

g
2

el noose
d lightly drawn, When
The slaphast i The coanc otie
rope he at once, with the other foor,
attempred to_ shove it off down to_ the
his action allowed Ali to
slip the second noose into place.  After
another pause both nooses were raised
and sill ‘with gentle touch drawn tight,
one on cach leg. The clephant at once
ed, but before it could feel
gl ot d el
atached, Ali had glided away and had
taken a turn round another trunk wi
{5s tocund tope o’ fiafat, Nor
& momen, too soon for, wapect.
danger, the clephant forward
s When it resched
the snd of iy tether i ind s we
pulled from under and i
the
With a m-nﬁc scream of rage
PG bl B0
elf fooward with 4 force that wov
have snapped anything but ropes such
as these. Under the mighty strain they
stret fiddle strings, but, with
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sudden contraction that jerked away
the hind legs, brought the huge body

lown' once_more.
At the fint sound of alarm the whole
forest scemed alive with elephants rush-
ing to and fro, while shril trumpet-
ings arose on all sides. Ali had at
once made for the spot where he had
left Hassan (who had meanwhile
climbed a tree), and just as he reached
a great gray mass burst through the
underbrush, and an elephant, followed
the whole herd, dashed by, knocki
ing one of the bones
of his left forearm. Instinctively
crouching against the butt of the tree,
he escaped being trodden on, and
aided by, Hassan, who let down one
of the ropes, sucieeded in reaching a
secure position in the brancl
or Some time_the herd kept runing
about in a state of great excitement,
unable to understand the cause of their
companion’s detention and struggles,
but finally, after cicling around thé
st sere tins, depurt
b Ty By (N
cave his pnte until he had made it
secure, and presently descended with
Hassan to where it lay, exhausted.
At the sight of the men the clephant
renewed s stuggles, but fnding them
To.bs ef n ,ceased, standing
upight, ....4 keoping, & werchiful eye oa
it ca

rg
57

T¢ now became pecessay to fuuten
the forclegs, This feat required no
slight skl and demnw. and Al moxc
unwillingly deputed it
e g fsgbedld o o
elephant trod within the noose Hassan
threw in front of it, and after two or
three attempts were foiled by the
animal’s trunk, the rope was tied to a
e, the other foor
similarly fastened

The captive was now held by four
ropes, all dragging different ways, a
S0, tghtened <8 ta render it thsclutely
helpless, and so they left it, returning
for the time to

\ge.

The subsequent taming of the cle-
phant was comparatively simple. It
was deprived of food and water for
several days, during which it became
accustor e of the men who
watched it, unsl at Jength it
food from the hands of its guardians.
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Lastly, with the assistance of a trained
clephant, it was taken to the coas

may i ahomed's
occupation made him of immense value
as a tracker, and many were the
souvenirs he received from the success-
ful sportsmen he guided. But woe
bend{ the man who was unable to
ring down his game when led
h...':s  up o it, for having done his parc

© c

el
Tiincomalue, in bygons days, was
justly renowned as a sporting locality,
many were the expeditions under-
taken by the European residents and
the officers of the navy who arrived
there with their ships. Amongst the
roidens civilians was Keane, o llne

sportsman and unerring
he undertook a trip it was pretty sure
to_be successful.  His buny g o

nce of his skill, and great was the
admiration time to time
by his many nautical visitors, an,

ers that their efforts

y
fervent their p
y (gwafd:d, !(c.me

might be simila

-
spent most of his i in the jungle,
e i, the g,
was. r(mnkl le. re were
il the vareties of dect found, in Ceylo
on the ﬂuou were leopard and bear
skins, whilst the skulls of alligators and
e e o g
the comers of the veranda. Several
very fine pain of slephant fusks stood
here and there, and an enormous skul
in the garden served to illustrate the
roper ‘und only way of stopping %

22

& Mabiowmsd guerilly
worked cogether. Indeed, Al coud
rarcly be persuaded to go out with any
oo iy and 1 o paricully

sport in prospect it was always to

e hat b s g news.

returned from a_ journey
he had taken to an unfrequented part
of the country, where the Mahavelli-
ganga discharges into the sea. In the
of the evening he strolled over to

ephants
stream called the
e Ty e iod oy o whien

19
have seen and which carries tusks that
gone in your collston here can cqual.
Morcovar,® he added, “the villsgers
e family of leopards
there, which are carrying off sheep and
goats. Possibly we ve mey get them, too”

These wo

naval men who at by, ...a srhange.

ments were_made to start
Grning, | Two, deps lter sew the pardy
he banks of the Val’

encamped on the
Al and his son Has on a
reconnaissance, whilst Keane and his
companions got the camp. into_ shape.

Abott samt’ All bought good nete
Hehad sen ey o ks and had
followed a 1 of dephants 108
il g g

party svere will on ther way by sunsise,
marching in Indian file behind Ali, who
carried Keane's spare gun. They
moved silently, occasionlly to
let Ali go ahead a little way when there
was_any doubt about the route

ey were on a great, alluvial flat,
covered with dense jungle. Here and
there in_the branches overhead were

drifiwood

there by some previo

water, in which

casionally they crosses
of mlL black “lookin
led, cd, grcen’ and black

great lizards,
:nd \-ellww sl
Al sround was, gioom ad. dhmp
Vines and interlacing creepers formed
such a tangl. shar AL
knife and cur out a
r:mukof)munofdm work
chey found the jungle ungle getiog I lighter,

su e e
s it s, S O Bty
were in heavy, coarse ‘growing as
high as their heads, and so tangled
about the roots ing was almost

¢ length they came upon a track
where some big ........l. 2 passed,

Ali examined the spoor and announced
that 2 band of clephants had d passed
e dawn, an king the bear-
ings of the sun and the course they had
 fllowing, declred it must be the

Becd e ud ‘acked tha previous, s
Travelin war o ) =.1

easier, for phants had walked in
el Ble st T sioes e o
fairly good path. In time the grass




1o

grew thinner, an occasional tree ap-
peared, and Ali stopped and pointed
tently to some Fesh drofpings.
Breaking it up and placigg his naked
foot upon it, he said: ‘It

warm,
are not an hour ahead of us”
his meant, of course, that unless
mals were traveling fast they
might be found 8 oy moment, and
reparations were made accordingly.
tracks now led over marshy ground
and showed where the animals had
stopped to feed at 3 clump of wild
been torn up for the
sl muly wbers. The =leph-nn
sej re and it was doubtful,
for & Taomen, whethes they weee 6ot
close at hand; but a brief cxamination
showed that they had again got to-
gether and resumed their course, vic
for a certain localify.
From a slight eminence the party
saw abead of them the eeminaion of
e grasy plin, and clumps of forest
which rose in_ parts s
e o ey el Bt
thought they were close <o the herd,
halted, there came a shrill
uum ﬂmg Fiom ithe ety jun e
cad. The leader of the hetd
e Pl
Ali looked grave, for this meant
change in the plant of the clephants,
le that their suspicions
which case they might
en miles without a stop, into a
country where they could not be fol-
Towe
So far the wind had been frvorale,
the animals traveling up wi
party decided to follow the tracks until
close enough to commence operations,

then separate, Brown and Keanc,
Jith Al taking one side of the herd,
and the ot

estion of the tusker's presence
was settled when Ali, who had been
gazing intently at the edge of the jun-
gle, sank noiselessly on his face, an
guample ahich, the rest at once fol-

ugh they were concealed
in the gras !hey pess b sce
well e pxu:ndy perccived

heovered: The m.,e.m propoﬂmnl
of + huge clephan

the leafy m:

tusks, whnch

h....... m.;mﬁtem
shed brightly in the
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sunshine. The animal stood _looking
around and scenting, the gale, then

“Ab id Al “the sultan returns
to his hare t© remain
there during :h= heat of the day.

After w a fow minutes to get
into resdiness for sction A any mo-
ment, the

AL 1od the way I the funghs af the
olat whers the fskéc had boan seen.

e the trac

plunvtly o 8
fog =d;= g bl e ....a"-

growth was thin,
poles with bt umohm
i i ool e
y avoiding sy o o6 sticks,
they had }vu

e ke Tt gank serMghE bk w©
the and had then led towards
bty o L)
ociofing o i Sompasions (0 kep
Weat on slook, and s
poed el o b od ek
Keane that the herd was in some bam-
boo nndergrowlh mlo w)u:h it would
e difficult 1o
"Af: & brieh, whlipered sonfrence
ey and Haseen 1ok 1o the Jet and
theathers followed up the tesch.
ese were the only two points from
which they could sprouch bp wind.
T fell to Harvey to open
el e oo e
ions given him, by his. experk
e L mm, or the
i i of the ety

inexperics ad
perdon st e R o
out the motionless form through a net-
work of twigs and trailing bamboo.
Hassan puled s siceve”pointing at

ten
*nlv a ﬂ-ppms car eye
and in an instant the catire animal was
dous not to chance
Te w..:ed for 2 minute, shifting his
ground

I £0n 7 o eniy bentiches, phmy
the clephant e hud ! rf.ciemny
to expose its temple. ick
im he fired, and jumping e ob the
smoke, saw that the_animal was_still

T et Runniog I oot of K
pointed straight at the depression in the
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forchead, the fatal spot, and gave it
the second b.uul own sank the
cleghant, sone dead.

erjoye ccess, Harvey's

at hi e
first impulse was to jump forward and
examine. his prize, bit a sudden excla-
mation from Hassan mldt him realize
lhe dl cf his

shot e
ok ST o 1oy o S T
startled herd, and Harvey bethought
imell o raching + face of sty

he could rel

{hing came nuhm mvtud them.

ard it  waming,
ran for the nuun n« u whx(h he
sprang like a ick creeper

Hung wihin gy knowiag e
o the I icky cnmugh,
and, thanks

, reacl

safety on 3 stout Emd. Scarcely

e sested when the fusker dashed. ineo

view in a state of the wildest excite-

ment. Sceing its dead companion it
it trunk over it, touch-

nise 0
‘Harvey wod Biave givea much fur
his rifle at the moment, he h:

time to think about it, for the nllluv
jsemed suddenly o realize that ite

A, eiriak Wied Bf Thatiwo me
rushed at them with a scream. It
reared againse the base of the iree
trying to , and then tried to
el thom down, twining its trunk
round the tree and exerting all its
mighty strength, For a moment the

tree, thick as it was, trembled under
the attack, but the
]
nd of the first shot the
ey stopped,short ‘“nd heard
¢ as it attacked
hey

animal gave up the
eyt

the scream of th

iling bamboo
les to get
through, for its long, trailing shoots,
not much thicker than a lead pencil, run
in all directions.
“We must get out of this tangle.”
said Keane, and they hurried along the
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track that they had beea following,
until they s wi the had

o
e elq;hmr charged them. Owing fo
the dense growth it was not visible

until right on them, when suddenly tl
great head appeared. Unfortunately
e trunk was outstretc]

following them

elephant was stunn
then, charged again,
Jumping

i, poovestiog b
iring. For a moment their lives were
in jeopardy, but Ali saved them. The
lucky tracker uttered ical yell,
and at the imminent risk of béin
caught and dashed to e

utting Keane's spare i
against the tusker’s head he fired both
Basls. - The effect was to tum the

dcglum‘ and he crashed out of sight.
omewhat stariled at the aaerow
grape, they decided to get out of the
jungle as quickly

as possible.
& oing back on_ their tracks they met

ot t of o
.nd ‘would pmblbly be close at hand.

He was right, for emerging shortly
little gl
¥ cadlng, Eacing thame . Thay, had

arcely got iato line when with 3
shaill trumpet it chas with ifs
trunk a\,m:a R s Wies
al ol dropped i tunk
kel Bl
errrr—-ack! the thre¢ rifles rang out,

d it lclk shot hrough the by the
imperus of i charge carying it slmort

e e Wi gslenaid
Al had said

., ,
thing in Keane's veraads. Thess

1

were to to Brown, who had drawn
first bl
The following day was devoted to

extracting the ivory from the two cle-
Thmsin o aboughi T, vus e by




no tusks, it possessed short
nnhgl whlch would serve as memen-
toes of the

Some animals had been dining off
one of the clephants, and Al that
the “sign" had been made by leopards,
pery probably the family they had
heard of. Leaving Hasean to superin-
tend the operation of dentis i
5 ok segee, for. dicom

they did no o
Sittas ) sliaedy sot 1, e thisa
smen set off with Ali to follow up
o’ i e s e O
¢s skill, for the soft foot of &
e Sl il
ol gt el o
on ‘sosms solt ground, sad thes,
With his head low, went steadily on:
metimes, on entering § patch of gras,
he would gaze far ahead and detect
signs quite nvicble o his white coms
inions. In the jungle & leaf rurned
e twig would attract his
eye, and ‘now and again the clear im-
plint of o round foot would peove
correctness of his course. ile after
il -t tavered, chough for
tunately In & rd ‘direction, and
at length, th banks of the
siver, hich vt bo.dma i ey

Ying close ta, the lais of the, leopesds
and proceeded with great caution. All
st once they came upon » narrow s

of sand running into the jungle, whicl
tose on :uh:r side like & wall, a

end of was a vast accumulation
of beside

rom
it 3 pnrrd a beautiful, spotted beas
Ited for a mnmem then nlenr-
Iy v....-ma in the cover. Quick as was
its dissppearance Kune mlnlsed to
get a shot a
St aros, which -howed that his bul-
let_had not nu-ed its m
loopards, ts ther tracks. showed,
had evidently boen lying o the warms
sand, resting themselves after their
meal, and, hearing the men approach-
had choved ¢ corer 8¢ oae
‘ollowing up the wounded animal,
they soon dieovered by he blood, that
been hard hit, but in spite of this it
mnmg!d to rnch a clump of wild sugar-
re away, where they
could n.m ’ t growling and snaling,

canes © burn,
here s’ sotng I fo. thes But 0
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walk the cat down, so surroundi

clump, they proceed:d to do m..
t was,

count of the wounded hun. g Ay s

the danger of a stray bullet.

Browh was the s to get nest the
leopard, and secing a movement in the
canes fired, with the effct of sending
it bousdiag s Keane, who

its Titog & o

ng first bullet had hmlf:;l its fore-
feg, but, with car-ike agllicy, e had
almost succeeded in escapin

Ali skillfully removed lht |km. after
which all hands urumed Lo camp

-

o B oo
Keane had the, skin carefully severched
nd b cs, as 4 tem-
ary prasntivn
P Koot duske All sod Hassa returoed
with good news. The lcopards had
traveled seven or cight miles, to their
stronghold, a great heap of broken
stones and boulders at the end of a
rid < . partially orergrown with grase

Wbt alowe r somw during which
the sportsmen occupied themselves clse-
where, bagging sambur, spotted decr,
and 3’ couple more el

Wight there wis 3 great uproar
in rh= village. Owing to the presence
of the hunting party, several of the

iy e e
arge instead of being driven into the
corral.  Ab ot midaight the village
paciahs set up 2 tremendous barking,
£23"the ‘Tightensd villagers kasw tos
well et was taking place. At dewn
they sallid forth .-::f ound the remains
of 2 couple of cows.
vengeance,

The natives demande
and glad \v-’: Ali when h: heard the

, and after hours of toil throus

jungle and marsh che party reache

bie'of park-like. country, ~Brom- yonder

clump 5f trees,” said the trackes, cwe
see ards’ hold.”

On reaching the spot he had indicated
they sat down to rest for a while; then
Keane and Ali went forward to view
the ground. They had just reached

 cdge of the jungle, ﬂ.mg passed
ight Sorough T cibisp whes aa’
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ety p.l.f one_on top of
another, all overgiown with Gngled

jungle. iway, in a hollow, was a
Sty potch, soi's. pouk, bt whase
aow orly 3 litdle water lingered in the

cks of elephant and buffalo, and
Basbing i the wusshine ey the Jeopards,
and as they caught sight of the hunters
hey disappeared into the long gri
‘making for their

Bl.ll:l\{ng themuclves for their sapid-
ity, Al and Keane retumed to
e s T e e
Eiot of the slope wnd then separed:
Koo aking e middle, snd Hary
B et onc i, nd i

o
g no hiding
e ltop.ud showed and was brought
down, b

of cave, formed by great,
boulders, but open th en
men tied every plan they b thmls
of to dislodge the t withou

cess. g,

capedwp

s enger for the 4
venture and could scarcely be deterred
from rushing headlong in, but finally
they agreed to let Keane undertake the
dangerous mission, accompanicd by
the tracker with a torch, whilst thes

. but they
paned it saely, fully expecting. to.ses

air of at them
thiough e ol v Kol

Sort  grievously wounded in 4
b e
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rise they could find no sign of the
copard. They were beginning to

that it had made it cxa
some other it when l 3, sudden

Keane was dashed to

which seised b shoulder sod
held him down with irresistible force.

It had been ling concaled in  niche

bove the ent

throwing
g him. At the
sound of the mmull. th d\mn uf Ali

the soaling of
and Harvey rushed § -y b:n in e
‘not make out what was goi
fraigllarda oy recovere:

him down and m:

on.
sufficiently from the shock to pick up

svinging it round brought
it into a blaze, the rifles rany
out again, and the leopard, already

%

osen place
the wacker, fell over dead.
n gettin

nlight it was
s that

su

cane had escaped with
cratches, the leahe

strap of his amunition bag

him, but Ali

dangerously,
nshallaht”

Mohammedan,

thus

“it is not
fusing

]
i s seveely, though ot

exchimed plucky
(gesing a his wond

B Ggioed snines, e
n into the r certain

s slnple remedics of his foret R
and thanks to the naturally cool tem-
perament of his race, which carries a
native through what would be fatal to
a white man, red.




