


A LEOPARD HUNT IN CEYLON.

BY F. FITZROY DIXON.

AME of one sort or
another is to be
+ " found_through-
out_the Island

tained in_ dis-
tricts  where,
from the surrounding scttlement, it
would scarcely be expected
The laotsgons. which Bave
are "the

bearing
ol T
cc s wind, which, when severe, will
destroy the blossom or immature fruit
very brief time. As a natural
sequence planters avoid_the highe:
more exposed of the mountains,
and cultivate the fower lands, leaving of-
of rhed ju

ona is grown, the sambur,
euonemnly termed the elk, is apt to
of much annoyance.

on’ the intensely
mlhdrlu alkaloids
lestroys man
ﬁgfa They:- 4

too, forage under cover
ere cocoanut-oil cake
are at-

do

eri
the smell,
age. They

much dama, f.
and are rarely shor, although uﬁen
enouy

are ver

e ungle, an

cellent sport heard of at one
oay often bE ob-

=

game is abundant the counter-

se of nature, as Darwin calls t, is not
Fanting, and the destructive clement
in Coylon i , which csablish-

roc
penttuble i o ek daveseio
oscasonaly "rids the ne

A Jeoperd. goomc

extent of count

ind herein les its safery, it may

abe

L

Baps & doses miles awey 16-moriow:
Moreover, the natural timidity and
o TP o
ways to be taken cum
‘doubtless the general
ol e

e districts are
broken inty by the patnes oe oo b
dhways, und ‘and often extendi
for m N of & mountin

Very
fight tints of the herbage mnlumng
finely with the somber for

ﬁ‘"s

trickles down a ravine, while clumps

an timber picture.
con- Yet, despite their beauty, these_patnas
d are scldom wnting over, for they
afford litle clse than an occasional hare.
l|:1;: and there i the vicaity of vil

a sm:
hd vasity of deer, calld in unt-

jac, 'b—fdd.and Ceylon,
Jog, o cib-faced deer in Ceylon,

e ntatons in the viciniy of

tng land St 18 customary at-

405 the sabe of the misure; Ench

srd in diiven,out 1o
a

B e e e e ek
at_night, and inclose’ them in a shed.
om time to time
off a calf, or strikes dow:
owing to the difficulty of
it in the forests, invariably
impunity. *Sometimes, however, it
localit

5 too
s utuy, and by adopting cerain haunes
Iookmg

-cmn\pblh s
T recollect ‘vory will tha trouble we
had in a certain distrct, and the way we
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brought the unwelcome visitors to bag.
Ac the time 1 was living on an csate
extensive patna upon which the
Garle of the " wmﬁ" One
evening 1 w A eands
crjoying « pAp#, when, happenin
look across the val saw our rd
coming down'the hilide in apparenth
et Sxcitement, some belloging
st if in, terror.  The herd-
ad s owing vidhout any Secmpe
to_quiet was therefore not sur-
rised whtn a hnle later he rushed u
Sxcompunied by bt 3 dosen men
shouti thordaley,  pille!”

ha, with
Kioscive o sk ges
getting low, he couted
them over prep:

and discovered

Rememberi

ling heifer g5

distance off, in

ing o huge bowider it stuck him tht he

might use it as a of observation,

and accordingly he clibed upon it.

Just as of down

Again e heard right a% his Teet 3 sound
made_his heart The

carcass of the fer was. in

e Jone griecs e g nding over
it sliing yes and open: Hood:
eipp Vot o mageihcion toop-
.,J’ o wtood e ¢ momint
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ing, and finally reached the
lay the bones of the heifes

e spor where

water
the trachs el gl e

an
Tt was cleas then that oo Aalsbin
their meal they bad druk at the poal
ind then retired # some well-coi

at hand or

lair. They might be cf
half a dozen miles a
to the latter opinion and after
the surrounding country I re-
to the cstate, giving them up
+ the present.
For some time we heard nothing
ards.  Days and weeks

beating

p..ua and sl they gave o s,

a-r o £ et one B e e
ing_that a neighbor-
Ing, planter acd his wite had coms upon

R it kit s g
imity. One Sunday afternoon he ‘sug-
gested to his wife to take a stroll, and

accordingly, accompanied by a favorite
M:.lm« e, they umad out, choos-

eiSvated corie of thE etare, pastly

closed with forest. “They redche the

on a log
Torely view vlew Pl B
o o ther that it e timé

hld

down been waiching the dog, which had

ﬁ: rock and ran to the herd, which

become uneay, evidently seenting

ometbing . the breeze. He drove bis

beasts quickly as possible,

i g them in the cate:
news

1nylhmg that evening, oo S:on
Yobw that. by the T
the spot the ravine would be plunged
in obicuriy.
Early the set ou, ac-
companied b hy the hrr Fiad me my
knowledge of s of the |

was noth of fmamg it, n.m.g. it
might possibly return to make a second
meal of the carcass. As we approached
the scene of the encounter we

with great caution, carefull
every clump o
might cover' the

lly ‘scanning
bush m hnllow that
animal.

crosed aver to the
vovioe, sids ook st
matces with hm' TaThiag, he sw
that the dog was crouching by a stump
sppareitly In a state Of abject tet-
e came a rusti
, and with o spring s quick a5
bounded

ot
L?"m coves s pickad up the do
he dreat car paused for &
ing ‘around, switching its
wil from side to side and % in
numph Then it trotted into the
dle At a,adm‘ 3 second leopard
{udden ared, looking larger an
' {...”" , ‘and catching sight
- ;
“The Haater Tt 5o time ln getting
his wife home, and

ide of a little
is the

ot il il that something

t
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missing. The searchers found a few
fleshless bones a

i n to get serious. Ladies

the district were s0

i children at

there a dog or a goat

would disappear, and yet so skillfully

were the attacks made that we could

. a's
cliffs, broken here there
with, masses of rock
undecgrowth.
evening my fiend Grey ar-
sved ¢ my bu of excitement,
stytg: the. of dt he Bad found out
tomething definite, Some Cingaless vil-
o, seseching. for wikd o
lowed a ridge leading to the oot of the
I, and Bad Gugtvered  black s
of suspended a ting rocl
Which ‘ovedhung what appeared o be &
Cave. Understanding theie work well
o i, o the bamdar the
gian e'or Lo, can be culy d
-

thorny

wven

comb " if properly handled, but
once aroused gives ungestionable evi-
dence of stinging powers rtionate
to its size. e preparing a_torch a
slight noise attracted their attention, and

pithway.” The men were by sared,
ind when a second leopard emerged
gl opied songes ey

clse and fled for their lives. They
Grey well and told him of their ad-
venture.

agreed o pilot
started next morning just a
was beginning_to
mountains. Our route lay
mass of rock that rose like a pi
above the outline of a far-off ridge.

The wild animals of C:

mountain ridges their highway, and in
the densest localities a track may inva-
riably on a s

This enables the”sportsman o travel b

with comparative case where he would
otherwise have almost to hack his wa
with a ki nowing this we pres-
enty struck a ridge, and for several
hours marched steadily, sometimes as-

down feet into a dim, mis
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cending, sometimes descending. Here
we would clamber up a succession of
granite slabs, slippery with the mom-
ing dew, and there we would lose the
track and shoulder our way through the
tangle of bamboo and nillu, both of
which have a most_ provoking trick of
ing around_one’s ¢ length
and, selecting a big flat rock,
we sat down to regain our wind and
enjoy a pipe. Our guides spoke as

the daying. of the Jeopards wan 3 fore-
one conclusion, and assured us that

ey would lead 'us to the edge of the
cliff, whence we could gaze into the
mouth of the cave and shoot the beasts
a sked in the sun.

. in the face we
hoped to find the leopard's cave. We
obierved the greatest caution, commu-
nicating in low whispers o by signs.
After 3 few minutes’ consultation be-
tween the men we moved onward, and
researly emerged. from, the dense un-

ich concealed the edge of

the cliff, onto a large rock, which en-
abled us'to see clear into space. In front
of us the country fel away thousands of
blue_horizon, and

it and left we dis-

of a

to the

sty
ouching my elbow, my guide pointed
S iy where the Slff rin b

ran back

tns and

ove o ipice. Then
That T wes guaiag shioeet ditoctly
cad of the litle bay where,
overhanging rock, was
v, 0 which docess s gained by 3
sloping seam in the face of the cliff
no game in sight; the oc-
cupants were apparently away. 1 could



452

lp thinking what a sure thing we
lud nfu for T had a shot at

y..A. for anything that ,,..,m ap-

wtiog
e x""i: e:q;eﬂtd Z g 8
pris Lppobeliin St giselbinity udhon

a couple of hours of fruitless watching

was oo leopard at hand. They came

nearer er, ‘appeare
Thave! tha. cIlE, One nldom h.-‘ the
als in

ut as we la
tyely concenled they wers igo
of our presence, It was eviden

it
wincaabesed merbere. SF \hei troop
ran about everywhere. We felt sure
that sooner or later our hiding

be discovered and_that al
ylrclunnnl were_in vain, for

of one animal is often reco
vl Rl diffreat specics.
any scemed ncied ' wander
e i e ep *Hoo-
hoot" which gathered the Tand closcly.

Al at once one of the sentincls gave

o pecullas cry, which had the effect of
bringing the ¢ntire band around them.
Then ey liened in slence.

was_ repeated, as
branches of the big

est trees near
We thought we had

il
n dozen of the atriarchs.
ruddecly, ruthed down sod locsed avs
the edge of the rock, srimacin md
barking at something
t our patience
Crpng fomd et by N got
to the' extreme d over,
"ldkdwlﬁ!l‘lﬁllﬁt&ﬂ’h
e  cauied me o urter s
cr F terror. 1y left was a crevice,
Where rocks and_ other débrs formed &
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rough means of ascent.
ce:fed by kittool palms zh-r i.-d ]
hold, was 3 cat-like form, standing

otioalers, gating wpward ot the mon
ke, cvident) Chicdiating the. chances
. drew carefully back, for

my he-d and shoulders must have been
clearly outlined against the

Getting my rifle well in front, 1 was
roady 10 take advantage of the it fie

ance. 1 could not htlp marveling at
the ingenuity of the beast that had-led
it to ucux 0 Idmlllbll a h

hunted for

ever ﬁndmg it ‘but for the chance that
led the honey seckers in that direction.
Pmb-bly the leopards had found the

fmm lhe lower fmeu 1 fooked across
to Grey's hiding place, and as 4 hand
waved in front of rhe hunhu I con-
cluded

The minutes plntd ity by, and !
wondered if the beast would ever moun
the crevice.

Evidently the monkey-
were attract «

Voxiferations, e of the
b7 g sy Bl Bl
over i ther excitement. ¥ ventured to
Y hat the lmpnd Pmnepaw“n‘gmd
vaw that u
e was pothing 1o do but 6

m« ;.e ot o the Cave, and i |
i gt o it
eady 1o get onto J:"" gl
as it a e

ared. Thy
Tight fus visble and the leoperd sprung
u

p the face of the cliff with gigantic

imy
Vil g 2 e, e, 1o covee e ‘it
any degrn of certainty.

After a

of nboux a quarter of an
bose & i petred and stood
3t the entrance nf B cave, gl

hine fel u

the black sh: d 3

our time, and almost simultancously ous
es rang out. It gave a great Bound

and fell with the blood g from

its. n«k and shoulder, then, true to its
cline nature, it managed to_get into

the ﬂnduw o the cave out of Sight.

etty

beough el
t brought it to b o W! rellllme
;‘unﬂ .Pm ulo.a.'.f, Quc rifles and

wunndtd lnlml.l luddtnl set ug
4 succemion. of screams ch as we had
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The most horrible
lings that ever cat uttered were
nothing to this music. It was a signal
to the mate. My guide chuckled and
that we should L
Ina 1mu while there came an answer-
m below, which was repeted
ol then as we
watched the mouth of the, cave we saw
, sinous form bound u
face of the cliff, scarcely deigning to
itself of the ﬁmhold o the crevie
It had heard the o
avenge its cause.
rhe cave, and we wikha

pumd into
its re-

e -cleechm s and mlrlini- that
went on inside_sho
animals were in 4 great
eument, s ready 1o 95, battle
2 was getting low and we were
us to focus matters, so Grey left his
station and came over to me, and we
took counsel, Te was obvious 'that the
imals would remain hidden until afier
dack whe one, 4t Jesst, would .mu,.
and probably cscape. One of the natives
solved the problem by saying: “If the
Mahathmeya would shoot into the bee-
hive. they wu 14 sing the leopards ineo
coming “fort
was 2 happy
grashed into 0

-
Th=
anx-

thought and a bullet
biack b

comb was filled with an angey buszing
es the snarls

swarm, and in
o Eho. cave radowbled sad the wo
leopards Apgnred As they did so we
both fred, but a3 e wnuld have it
aimed at the anim glmwlly
i Batam et ook on
sccond barrels to bear upon the other
it was down the cliff like a bird and out
of sight.

There lay our victim, dead this time,
ek s head hanging over the edge

“How on carth intend to
thatt* we_asked, for .hhm.,h we had
menvally decided to have it we had no

set_about it.

Wecn manage,” rey Foptnd, e

lah rén ir knives 3 h(hurw-ur—
Clothes, disappeare. nmore u

iy e

had, o

453

for the next move of our guides. In

2 linde while they :m)uud on’the

< cav, dragsing

S .

el .h},’f o

-n‘:., ¢ ther apidly knowed regether,
as gor rea

-nddwnnukmg-w one of them

i in b prepared 1o dn(znd while
his companion lowered him down from

above, tiking & wuen around 4 e for
oot mosity. " Wo loaked in oc-
o for i instant the man was
i wndreds o foet o
ice. below him, but by the way he
Hended himeelf from the wall with 3
stick it was €asy to see that he was

self into_the opening. It was with :
lﬁe“d o{) relief l:'I: we saw him h‘
unded, Tor a jungle creeper is nor
safest. of nlpp!x P

After cxumining the desd leopard
nd caling ot the ffce o f
shon v e, e runed

the cave, and in a f:w mln~

utes. umt hltl hnldln! in each h‘nd
Beaushil cub which he ifted

ther,” he
;'l:e\nzd Kicking the prosrate, form 3¢

wd dith Jassedt, the ad "deliberstely
en their lives

s Tt it prizes we
had lost by neglecting to scarch the
cave before the parents retumed, we

We hauled

e "body of the Gead animal, an
x{u he ;...de, he ho brought vy the
round his t in his nub
nﬂ hlt: large
oir Venutifolly e st P

muthcn skin was. richly marked, and
irable condition.

haderected before sgartng out
oA hon:y Half an mble
brought us to an npemng i the face of
where amid. trailin

of stony
Taces 1o the depths below. We man.
aged to get down by clinging to the
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peatiion, sliding and j
I eched e o

- ﬁu l

as comfortable as circumstances woul
admic of, A capinl cumy

jumping, and at
n afew minutes
e ks lamp burning

hted, and we made ouselves

n
bur was calling in che valle

below

The cliffs above us echoed back
houu chllen e, we_felt sure zhu
e mtn said

he was a mij
that lead us
would start. We -mmhlrd -nd mldt

hl'l! in our gress; but nunll we
struck Shec tinck, Toacing: thaough. the
o ey \vnh rost caue
dom, Tound Sunelves within
hundred yards of where the atag, was
still at interval wing
was. now dewsiag; and we
jungle,

were close to rhe edge
and decided to u’t«n minutes for

better light.
At last we caught a glimpse of the
but the ground rose abruptly in

t, cutting o view. Grey crawl-
:d | up 1o the summit of the cidge and
to_get, if possible, a nghr

I T Rl e S
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back and whispered, “The other leopard

o stalking the seagt”
n a twne(ondnw!wﬂtl h&E
ide’by side on the top of the li
and what we saw was enough to make
Ry G
yards off stood a stag, and c
consore. was daintily browsi
and S e would i iy heid o]
o shallnge. Newr e
Bobtsod way ‘a,idokan mtsy of Yok,
parly v Fow with briekesr pod s
Tufts of s, 0 o It &
crouching form wa ntllxn’ nearer,
oo by foot,  the uneonscious dect
After s whispered “Are you_ready?”
we covered the spotted at, and qur
Tifles rang out & e, Ruring cear
of the smelke we ¢ on being it
the leopard had ltl ed a full twenty-
fve st e fed i teror. Oue
e sy atiuggling i s clump o
ot i well e mf;my
oo

we
pated fox wocident, It made Instioommel
eforts to reach us, b ut one bullet had

through the other
[ broken both i,
to the

our respective bungal

DUCK SHOOTING IN A CITY.

BY HERMAN RAVE.

ERE are duck hunts and duck
B V¥hil o, ey fran

isur,
broad ex) Anlt of Chel e:ke
Bay, or 1o the 4 o Bt soliede ob s

infund laks, we

of xhe m“mc‘:s-:‘om

upon city wate b -
way that sweeps berween Louisville
o Tndiam_neghbor—pon the dance-
waters of the Ohio, with the sounds
and sights of urban life sbout us.
I may be o moming in Masch, when
swift wings cleave the air and wedge-
Shaped flights of birds go nortard, o

the shores of the triple city of the Flls

It comes from the river and every-
body knows it means ducks. They
have come and sertled upon the Ohio

¢ numberless fights as |
s and

ng flight, and slowly they

to_rest
drift lhrhe:umn past the ciries and

toward the

There :le {'IIIEWH‘ as delic
quall and b bigger: sprigt
huutlbllll, occnmnnl aristoct
lacd, bicknecks the provaking “dr
dipper,” sometimes a woodduck, and
TobEh wataichens, All thess come, but
fo1 doms \akaowa dudean thacs re
more butterballs In the spring, aad
e Rod Sraturs
beas s the e a0t i such
. the e
Tk b the- ks e
cisndy sioa to maks “port + that Is
empringdiffrent from that of the
V51 decoy, mnd mach. moes, difhc
Gule, 1t a & hant, not & slaughter. Tt
ot ot man s S ey

fotc, coowied Taaks of biedey detaded




