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PREFACE.

INDEFUL of the time and patience required in find-
| ing out a very little about this picturesque island

before setting out for its distant shores, and of
[; the uneertainty which surrounded every move-
ment after the start was made, as well as the unnecessary ex-
pense incurred for want of a reliable itinerary, we conceived
the idea of furnishing in eompact form just the information
our party was most anxious to seeure, and only obtained at
an exorbitant price, and after repeated disappointments.

Our historical notes were largely gathered from an exeellent
little work entitled ¢ Newfoundland as it is in 1894,” by the
acknowledged historian of the Island, Rev. M. Harvey, of St.
John’s, whose appended letter explains itself :

St. Joun’s, N. F., December 10th, 1894.

DEAR DocTor DAvVISs :—I am very much pleased to learn that you intend
publishing an account of your experiences in Newfoundland. That is what
we want—to make the country known. You are heartily welcome to use
my book in any way you please, and to any extent.

Sincerely yours,
M. HARVEY.

Most of the illustrations of the trip were made from photo-
graphs taken in the field by the author; those showing the speci-
mens are by Mr. B. Frank Saylor, of Lancaster. The heads
were mounted by Messrs. A. C. Wood, of Painted Post, New
York, and George Flick, of Lancaster. A glanee at the illus-
trations themselves is sufficient to testify to the faithful work
of all parties engaged -upon subjects and pictures.

Careful daily notes were taken, and are the basis of the
story of the hunt, whieh is rather understated than overdrawn.
If any brother hunter has a doubt of this he has only to profit
by our experience and try it for himself. If this little work
shall encourage other brain workers to find rest and healthful
reereation in this interesting region, our effort will not have
been in vain, and their pleasure will be the best reward of

Tue Avrnor.
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CARIBOU SHOOTING IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION.

Outings a Necessity to Brain Workers—¢ Can’t Afford It »’—
How to Raise the Wind—Transmute Smoke into Gold—
Consolidate your ¢ Days off,”” and Have Something to
Show for Them—ZLonger Life and More in It.

AHILE the forests and fauna of the North
gl American continent steadily decrease from

[

| year to year, the army of “outers” and so-

called sportsmen increases still more rapidly—from
Presidents occupying the highest office in' the gift of
the people, to farmers’ sons—through all the learned
professions and tradespeople—rounding up with the
“pot” or market hunter who kills both in and out of
season, whenever and wherever an opportunity offers.

For the past twenty years it has been the author’s
custom to take an outing of from four to six weeks
every year; and for various reasons he has pitched
his tent or built his cabin or lean-to in many sections
of our great country. In all of these delightful trips

p) (9)



10 CARIBOU SHOOTING IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

he has been accompanied by from one to three boon
companions, and the localities visited have ranged
from the interior of Newfoundland in the north to the
sand-dunes and palmetto swamps washed by the warm
waters of the Gulf in the south, and westward to the
shores of the placid Pacific.

As these pilgrimages have extended into seventeen
States and Territories and the Dominion of Canada,
he has learned much from practical experience with
regard to the haunts and habits of our native game
and fishes—from the ungainly moose, noble elk and
caribou, to the diminutive chipmunk, and from the
Silver King to the sprightly sunfish. The note-book
and camera have always been close companions, and
as Time’s wheels roll on they afford much pleasure,
in recalling to mind many incidents of our sports
afield.

Born and reared as he was among the mountains of
central Pennsylvania, where half a century ago game
was plentiful, and where, under the tutelage of his
now venerable father—who is yet an ardent sports-
man, though in his eighty-second year—he learned
the use of the rod and gun at a very tender age. Is
it any wonder, then, that when the sap begins to fall
and the leaves to change color in the autumn, he be-
comes restless under the yoke of arduous professional



HINTS TO BRAIN-WORKERS. 11

duties, and anxious to seeck ‘“the habitat of fin, fur
and feather”’—there to break that fatal strain on the
nervous system from the daily routine of work and
worry which has hurried so many good men to pre-
mature graves. ’

HINTS TO BRAIN-WORKERS.

If brain-workers as a class would take less “ner-
vines,” clubs and banquets, and stick to three square
meals a day of well-cooked, healthful food, with an
outing of from four to six weeks out of the fifty-two,
the country at large would be benefited, and we
would have better lawyers, doctors and divines,
brighter students and more successful merchants.

It would be improper in the introduction to this
narrative to dwell at length upon the importance of
out-door sports to brain-workers, and indeed to all
whose pursuits require them to draw upon nerve force,
especially in-doors, day in and out, like automata.
The unanimous verdict is stereotyped and familiar to
all that “all work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy.”

“Yes,” said a friend since my return, “I would en-
joy an outing to Newfoundland to the fullest extent,
and would be benefited in many ways. I, too, love
the rippling brook, the majestic river, real land-
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scapes, towering mountains, the pure bracing atmos-
phere, and to float on the ocean waves; but alas! I
cannot afford such an outing. It is not ‘too rich for
my blood,” but for my purse—there’s the rub. I get
just that far, and the barrier is so great that, crest-
fallen, I give up in despair, and take a day off here
and there. Three or four times during the summer I
go to the river for a day’s fishing for bass, and as often
I run down to the beach, spending one or two days at
a time there. This, with an occasional shoot with the
club at inanimate targets, makes up about all the re-
creation I can afford, unless you can put me on a plan
by which I can take a better outing— conscious as I
am of the fact that the ‘day at a time’ outing is of
very little benefit, inasmuch as I must work all the
harder to make up for the day or two of temporary
absence.” Knowing my friend’s income, habits, home
life and inclinations, as well as his oft-expressed desire
to accompany me on one of my annual outings, I was
not long in obtaining his permission to be inter-
viewed, and assured of correct replies to such ques-
tions as I might ask, with a view of his “raising the
wind,” and enabling him to take an outing from
which he could derive some permanent benefit.
“Ready? Here goes! How many extra or unne-
cessary meals do you take and pay for at the club or
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restaurant during the course of a year, and what do
they cost?”

“At a low estimate fifty, and at a cost of not less
than seventy-five cents each.”

“Fifty meals at seventy-five cents each equal
$37.50. Do you smoke, and if so what?”

“Yes, I smoke four ten-cent cigars a day.”

“Well, as a rule, the difference between a ten-cent
cigar and one for five cents, as they are found in the
market, is simply the difference in the price. If you
must smoke four cigars a day, cast about and save
twenty cents a day, or seventy-three dollars a year,
by smoking a good five-cent cigar. Or, better still,
one dozen Creme Gambier French clay pipes will cost
fifty cents; six cents will purchase sufficient rubber
tubing to tip the stems; one pound of Vindex or Seal
of North Carolina smoking tobacco will fill your pipe
four times a day for forty days, and ten pounds will
last you a year, at an expense of about five dollars
and fifty-five cents, saving on the cigar-smoking at
forty cents a day $140.45, or if you buy them at
wholesale, say $100.00 on this one ‘extra.’ And by
using cither of these brands of smoking tobacco you
will have a milder, sweeter smoke than you can pos-
sibly obtain from the general run of cigars, and with
vastly less enervating effect on the general health;
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besides, you escape the dangers lurking in the small
end of the cigar (unless you use a smoker).

“Now, you say you take a day off about four times
a summer to go bass-fishing. On an average, what
does it cost you on one of those trips?”

“Well, railroad fare or horse hire, boatman, bait,
etc., about $5.00 a day, or $20.00 a year.”

“ And four times in the season you run down to the
seashore, which takes two days each trip, or eight
days in all. What do those trips cost?”

“Well, about $15.00 each, or $60.00 for the year.”

“Now, my friend, I know you take a glass of
whiskey occasionally, and that you take your beer in
the evening. Give me some idea of what you expend
for drinks for self and friends.”

“Well, I will frankly say that I kept a memoran-
dum once for several months, and was astonished to
find that I was paying out on an average fifty cents a
day, or about $180.00 a year, for my drink habit.”

“Unless you are very sure that you are much bene-
fited by this outlay, you would do well to consider the
propriety of investing the same amount in some other
enterprise, and I would suggest that it be added to
the outing fund.

“This is not all; you inform me that you are a
member of a gun club. How often do you shoot
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with it, and on an average how much does each shoot
cost you?”

“I shoot, I presume, on an average, about ten times
a year, and after I pay for shells and incidentals, in-
cluding losses in races in which the other fellow hits
oftener than I do, say five dollars, or $50.00 a year.”

“Tet's see what this all amounts to: $37.50 for
extra meals during the year; $100.00 for smoking;
$20.00 for fishing; $60.00 for trips to the shore;
$180.00 for drinks, and $50.00 for the shooting club
—making a total of $447.50, or nearly $1.25 for each
day in the year. This is the way money goes for that
for which we have nothing to show. I have been
there, and as you see, know just how it is. I also
know that from $250.00 to $300.00, if properly ex-
pended, will defray all the expenses of a grand outing
of from six weeks to two months to any point in the
United States, Canada or Newfoundland, and with all
the advantages and comforts of first-class travel, leav-
ing a balance for extras and some trophies of the
chase which money could not purchase, and which
are ever a source of pleasure and instruction as speci-
mens of Natural History, and positive evidence of
one’s prowess and skill with the gun.

“ Now, my friend, you see where the money comes
from which pays the expenses of my outings. You
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drop on an average $1.25 a day in having what is
generally considered to be a good time, and in what
the boys call ‘sowing their wild oats.” Try dropping
80 cents into your outing fund, and at the end of the
year you will have the comfortable sum of $292.00,
out of which you can get more solid fun and grand
sport in the Island of Newfoundland than ever you
dreamed of, and you will still have forty-five cents a
day for creature comforts—which is found to be ample
for a goodly number of the outing fraternity, and is
as much and even more than thousands of good, in-
dustrious citizens earn.”

It is to be hoped that the reader will not be led to
think that the author is posing as a réformer, from
this prelude to the description of an outing which for
variety and satisfactory results eclipsed any among
the many in years gone by. At the same time, it does
none of us any harm to have our little shortcomings
alluded to, and especially where experience has proven
the correctness of the criticism; for there is scarcely
any doubt that many of those who peruse these pages
will recognize the picture in this introduction, and if
but few do as the author has long since done—change
front—the battle may last longer, but the outcome
will be more satisfactory, and certainly the outings
will be more numerous and beneficial.



CHAPTER 1I1.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

Its Geographical Position—Comparative Size—Form—Coast
Aspect—The Interior—Mountain Chains—Rivers—Lakes
and Ponds—Bays. :

= AVING endeavored to convince the reader
¢

X

7 fé of the value, even necessity, of an occasional
Fa—A ¥ outing to the prolongation and enjoyment of
life, he is now to be made acquainted with the scene
of our last, and in many respects most successful ex-
periment in that line—the Island of Newfoundland.
The world in general outside of this, the tenth in
size of the islands of the world, knows but little of 1k
and if graduates of high schools and academies were
to be required to tell all they know about it the an-
swer would be limited to its geographical position,
number of square miles, something about the banks,
codfish, seals, snow, ice and fog; and perhaps inform
you that the capital is, or was, St. John’s.
Newfoundland is England’s oldest colony,.and lies
off the east coast of North America, and directly
across the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Its southwestern

(17)
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extremity approaches within 50 miles of Cape Bre-
ton, while its most easterly projection is but 1640
miles from Valentia, on the coast of Ireland. It is
situated between 46° 36" 50” and 51° 39" north lati-
tude, and between 52° 37" and 59° 24’ 50” west longi-
tude. Its greatest length, from Cape Ray to Cape

ST. JOHN’S, THE CAPITAL.

Norman, is 317 miles; its greatest breadth, from Cape
Spear to Cape Anguille, 316 miles; and its total
area about 42,000 square miles. The best idea of its
extent is obtainable by comparison with other coun-
tries with which we are familiar. For example, it is
almost as large as the State of New York, twice the
size of Nova Scotia, one-third larger than New DBruns-
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wick, one-sixth larger than Ireland, three times as
large as Holland, and twice as large as Denmark. Its
figure roughly approaches an equilateral triangle.
(See map.) Two large peninsulas project from the
main body of the island: one of these (Petit Nord)
points northwards, and is long and narrow; the other
is the peninsula of Avalon, pointing southeast, and
almost severed from the mainland—the connection
being a narrow isthmus, in one place but three miles
wide. On the eastern side of the peninsula of Avalon
is situated St. John’s, the capital.

THE COAST.

As seen from the ocean, the shores of Newfound-
land furnish a picture of rock-bound cliffs rising from
200 to 500 feet in height, broken by numerous mag-
nificent bays, running in some instances 80 to 90
miles inland and throwing out smaller arms in all
directions, so that though the circumference of the
island from headland to headland is about 1000 miles,
the actual length of coast line is more than twice as
much. These bays frequently present varied scenes
of beauty, being studded with small islands, having
their shores clad in many instances with dark green
forests to the water’s edge, while in others the rocks
are barren or moss-covered.
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THE INTERIOR.

The part of the island nearest the sea consists of a
hilly country, with eminences of no very great eleva-
tion. The interior proper consists as a whole of an

.

ENTRANCE TO SALVAGE HARBOR.

elevated undulating plateau, traversed here and there
by ranges of low hills; the surface being diversified
with valleys, woods, fresh-water lakes and ponds, and
thousands of acres of marshes. All the great hill
ranges take a mnortheasterly and southwesterly direc-
tion, the highest land occurring along the western and
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southern shores. The principal meountain chain is
the Long Range, which extends along the western
side of the island for nearly its entire length, and has
peaks more than 2,000 feet high. Parallel to this, but
nearer the coast, is the Cape Anguille range. The
peninsula of Avalon is very hilly, but the highest
summits do not extend 1,500 feet.

RIVERS.

The largest river is the Exploits, which is 200 miles
in length, with a drainage area of between 3,000 and
4,000 square miles. It has its source in the extreme
southwestern angle of the island, and flows in a north-
easterly direction through Red Indian Lake, discharg-
ing its waters into the Bay of Exploits Notre Dame.
The Grand Fall of the Exploits is nineteen miles up
the river. The first plunge is fifty feet, the stream
being separated on the verge of the precipice by a
small island, and at the bottom pent up in a narrow
tortuous gorge, hemmed in by craggy cliffs. The
valley through which the river flows contains large
areas of fertile land, much of which is covered with
pine forests containing timber of large size.

The next river in size is the Humber, which has its
source twenty miles inland from Bonne Bay and after
a very circuitous route discharges its waters into Deer
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Lake, thence flowing into the Bay of Islands. It
drains an area of 2,000 square miles.

The Gander river is the next in size, and rises near
the southern coast, flowing through Gander Lake, dis-
charging into Gander Bay on the east coast, and has
a drainage area of 2,500 square miles.

GRAND FALL OF THE EXPLOITS.

FRESH WATER LAKES AND PONDS.

These form one of the most remarkable physical
features of this unique region, and occupy nearly one-
third of the whole surface. The largest is Grand
Lake, 56 miles in length and covering an area of 196
square miles. It contains an island 22 miles in length
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and 5 miles in width. Red Indian Lake is 37 miles
long and 64 square miles in area. Gander Lake and
Deer Lake occupy 33 and 24 square miles respectively.
Sandy Lake, Victoria, Hinds, Terra Nova and George
IV. Lakes rank next in size. The shores of many of
these lakes, as well as the fertile valleys through

SCENE ON GRAND LAKE.

which the rivers flow, are as yet absolute solitudes,
the very existence of which was until recently almost
unknown. ‘

THE BAYS.

Of the many bays already alluded to, the following
deserve special mention:
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St. Mary’s Bay is 25 miles wide at its mouth and 35
miles long, with two great arms, Salmonier and Col-
inet, both of which stretch still farther into the inte-
rior. Placentia Bay is 55 miles wide and 90 miles
long. Fortune Bay is 25 miles wide and 70 in length,
with numerous arms, the most important of which are
Bay D’Espoir, Hermitage Bay and Connaigre Bay.

At the entrance of Fortune Bay are the two islands
of St. Pierre and Miquelon, ceded by treaty to France
for the shelter of her fishermen, and now all that re-
mains to France of the vast possessions she once held
in North America, and this she holds to the great
detriment of the Newfoundlanders.

Around Bay St. George, which is 40 miles wide at
its mouth, with a good harbor at its head, are some of
the most fertile valleys on the island, with fine forests
of timber and coal-fields of large area. Bay of Islands
has three fine arms running 20 miles inland, and here
is located an extensive herring fishery.

Notre Dame Bay is 50 miles wide at its mouth, and
runs inland 80 miles. On its shores are famous cop-
per mines which have been worked with marked suc-
cess, as well as the Pilley’s Island Pyrites mine, which
is now being worked at a great profit to the syndicate
owning the plant. Pilley’s Island is in the mouth of
Notre Dame Bay and the point from which an arm
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known as Hall Bay extends 25 miles into the interior
in a southwesterly direction. Our expedition left the
ship at this point, and reached the White Hills from
the head of Hall's Bay.

8. 8. AVALON TAKING PYRITES ORE AT PILLEY’S ISLAND.

3



CHA PTER THE

Fauna of the Islands—Caribou or Reindeer—Its Migrations—
Bear, Wolves and Smaller Animals—The Newfoundland
Dog—His Degeneracy—Birds—The Ptarmigan—Flora—
Forests of the Gander—Exploits and Humber River Dis-

tricts—Timber and Lumber Operations—Berry-bearing
Plants.

: e HE FAUNA of Newfoundland will be next
briefly touched upon. Among the indigen-
| ous animals, the Woodland (Rangifer Cari-

bou) Caribou or Reindeer holds a conspicuous place,
as the island contains more of these noble animals
than any other country in the world. They migrate
regularly to the southeastern and northwestern por-
tions of the island, passing the winter months in the
south, where “browse” is plentiful and the snow not
too deep to prevent them from obtaining the moss
and lichens on the lower grounds and upon which
they principally feed the year round. In March they
begin their spring migration to the mountains and
barrens of the northwest where, in May and June,
they bring forth their young. As soon as the forests
of October begin to nip the vegetation, they begin to

(26)
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graze toward the south; hence from the middle of
September until the same time in November is the
best time for stalking, when at times they can be seen

WHITE GROUND CARIBOU MOSS UPON WHICH THEY FEED IN THE
ABSENCE OF SNOW.

on the marshes in great herds, containing frequently
more than a hundred. The time of migration de-
pends somewhat on the frosts and snows in the north,
as an early snow will cause the deer to start; but if



28 CARIBOU SHOOTING IN NEWFOUNDLAND.

the weather becomnes warm they call a halt and re-
main in the neighborhood where the warm weather
sets in, and at times they graze northward, resuming

1 {'g .
e

b

BLACK CARIBOU MOSS AS IT OCCURS ON TREE TRUNKS AND
BRANCHES., WINTER FOOD WHEN SNOW IS DEEP.
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their southward journey when the weather becomes
colder.

There are bears, wolves and other animals, in addi-
tion to the caribou, which is the only member of the
deer family on the island. The black bear and wolf
are abundant in the interior, especially the former,
and in addition the black, grey, silver and red fox;
also beaver, otter, Arctic hare, North American hare,
weasel, bat, rat, mouse and muskrat. The famous
Newfoundland dog is still to be met with, though
good specimens are few and far between, and those
expecting to make a purchase had better consult one
of the many kennels in the United States, where
there is an opportunity of making a selection. The
Newfoundland dog of to-day is a degenerate mongrel,
good for nothing except to drag a heavy clog during
the summer, and the sledge during the winter months.
There are no frogs, toads, snakes, lizards or any other
reptiles on the island.

BIRDS.

It is estimated that there are 300 species of birds in
the island, most of which are migratory. Among
them are the eagle, hawk, owl, woodpecker, swallow,
kingfisher, six species of flycatchers and a like num-
ber of thrushes, warblers, finches, ravens and jays.
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The ptarmigan, or willow grouse, is very abundant
and is the finest game bird on the island. They are
about the size of the pheasant or ruffled grouse of the

FEMALE. MALE.

PTARMIGAN OR WILLOW GROUSE IN MOTTLED COAT FALL OF YEAR.

States, though not such rapid flyers, and furnish fine
sport, and their flesh is all that could be wished for—
juicy, sweet and tender. In summer they are of a
reddish brown, but in winter almost white, with
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feathers to their toe nails. The rock ptarmigan is
found in the highest and most barren portions of the
island, though not in such great numbers as the wil-
low grouse or ptarmigan, which is found in all parts.

FLORA.

The pine, spruce, birch, juniper and larch of the
forests in the interior furnish ample material for a
large lumber trade, as well as for shipbuilding pur-
poses. The white pine grows from a height of from
seventy to eighty feet in some sections, and attains a
diameter of from three to four feet. The mountain
ash, balsam poplar and aspen thrive well, and ever-
greens are in endless variety.

The Geological Report of the Gander River district
estimates the available pine limits here at 850 square
miles, including the valley of the Gambo and Triton
River and the country along the south side of the
lake and across to Freshwater Bay. Most, if not all,
the pine here referred to is of the white variety —
Pinus strobus— probably the most valuable species for
the manufacture of lumber. The same authority says
that between the Grand Falls and Badger Brook on
both sides of the Exploits River pine flourishes lux-

uriantly; these reaches also display a fine growth of
other varieties of timber, and at some points, and es-
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pecially above the forks of Sandy Brook, white birch
attains a very large size.

The southern side of the Exploits presents an un-
broken dense forest in a series of gentle undulations
for many miles, and from the Victoria River to the
head of Red Indian Lake the country is well timbered
throughout.

The valley of the Humber is richly wooded, and here
Iumbering operations have been carried on for many
years on an extensive scale. Here Tamarack or juni-
per, yellow birch, white pine and spruce grow in pro-
fusion, and to a size very little inferior if not equal to
the best that is now brought to market at Gaspe and
other parts of the Lower Province of Canada.

Berry-bearing plants are found distributed over the
whole of the island and in great variety, among which
may be mentioned strawberries, raspberries, capillaire,
partridge berries, bakeapple and “hurtz” or blueber-
ries, which can be gathered in the immediate vicinity
of every settlement.



CHAPTER 1IV.
THE FISHERIES.

Abundance of Trout and Salmon—‘‘ No Fish” except the Cod,
in Native Parlance—Codfish the Staple Export—Volume
of the Business—A Permanent Industry—Arctic Current
slime feeds the small fishes, they feed the Cod, the Cod feeds
Man—=Seal Fisheries—Slaughter of the ¢ Harps’”’—The
Sealing Gun—Distance measured by “ Gunshots ’—Salmon
—Herring—Lobster.

{ERHAPS there is no place on this earth
%] where fishes are as plentiful as in and around

9| Newfoundland. Inevery rivulet, river, lake,
pond or puddle of water, no matter where found, trout
and salmon abound, and in season the angler cannot
fail to get a strike and is ofttimes rewarded with six
to seven pound ‘“speckled beauties,” and salmon
weighing as much as fifteen pounds. These fish,
coming out of the pure cold spring water with rock
bottom, are of superior flavor; but fine as they are,
the natives do not regard them as fish, as the following
incident will illustrate. On our way into the interior,
part of our route was over a lovely pond five miles
long by about three-fourths of a mile wide. We had
(33)
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made an early start and left the foot of the pond just
as day was breaking. We had not proceeded far when
the writer thought he could occasionally see the water
break with a splash in close proximity to the canoe.
Seated as he was in the bow, he turned to the native
who was handling th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>