Hunting

The Smaller

AFRICAN ANTELOPES

frica: Land of the Big Five The

sleckness of aslinking leopard;
the midnight thunderof u Lo, the

rrifying trumpet of an enraged
ks o the ekl powor o &
charging buffalo or rhino. Classic
safari sensations to be sure, but
hardly the backbone of an African
hunting trip.

backbone of most safaris. In terms

ditions of the arid, open plains of
cast Africa are completely different

than those in central or southern

Africa. A 6mm rifle i

light bullets might be fine for Kenya
n

ofits ranges, puruculnly the 90-0dd
species of antelope. It this groupat

antelopes
where long shots without interven-
ing brush are common; much

an adventure of hunting pli
Any gmaral African shosting ipY
built around the deer-sized
antelopes and gazelles that live in
almost unparalleled profusion from
the southern Sahua to the Cape of

ope.
‘Afrcan antelopes vary widely in
habite and physical appearance. As

the thick bush of Rhodesia or
Botswana.
On hard rule -ppl s to all me

imment
dxf{‘cultwhllm.he nm bulletis: noL

P T e
sheep and goats, have returned from
safaris shaking their heads in dis-

a group, they rang fox
terrieraized. dikalk o the foll tn
et of the bull Loed Dzrby

‘small antelope. I have heard the opi-
nion expressed that African game

¢ B Snign nd Soutuemiatins

misused—it
antelopes that have a facial gland
below the eye as well as other lesser
shysica differences from antelopes
on the whol

antelopes, but the reverseis Exin
Antelope do not shed their horns.
They are permanently formed over a
porous, bony core growing from the

Volumes have been written about
the larger, more glamorous species
such as the greater kudu, sable,
bongo and gemsbuck, yet relatively
little has been doneon the more com-
mon species which are the re:

2

American
game of the same size for the same
reason that salt water fish generally
fight harder and are more active
than fresh water fish. In Africa,
whersthere s amuch hgher raioof
tors to prey than in North
sl
that each species of prey animal is
constantly toughening and imj
ing genateal. As only the moet it
survive, the survivors are mucl
Tore darable than they might be f
native to an environment less chal-
lenging and hosile
impala, probably the most

autify
P a satan o vemark that i

By Peter Hathaway Capstick

hoto by athar

only they were are,they wosld be

and has very large and
singularly handsome Iyre-shaped or
brandy-snifterhorns, heavily
knurled at the bases and looping
sharp

aal would readh 71 fachi
Impala Inhabits the Light Woodlands

T fmala 1s ofeg Sscided o
that shadowy hunters' categ
T oo s ghase, The Vata 1y
gy meast i diflmdats
buween comm

es and the mm hubwum
‘Sredators rather than
scribs habitat. Actually, the mn.l.
is an animal of the light woodlands

between open grass plains and
Heavy focvet ltunom-lly fnits
large breec

by & single mais orin| b-chelurhurdl
of immature
alen, Toe wide distibusion of the
impala is due to its ability to both
browse and graze on a large number
of plant foods.

Collecting a good trophy impalais
not an easy matter. Even in areas
light hunting pressure they are
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sembling a collection of
quality small bucks can be as
challenging as big game hunting.

wary, keeping a good distance and,

alertness and large herds, a stalk to
shooting position without being
spotted can be a great challenge in
fairly open cover. Running shots are
to be avoided. A trademark of a flee-

length and 12 feet in height, one of
spectacular sights in

Impala may be taken with
calibers as light as the .243
Winchester, although the light
woodland conditions usually neces.
sitate a heavier .30 type bullet as
better insurance against bullet
deflection or disruption of flight.
Impala are hardy and wound resi
tant. They will travel amazing d
tances with terrible injuries as if
unhurt, despite immense blood loss.
Shoulder or lung shots are the best
choices as neck shots tend to spoil
the cape.
Although not as numerically com:
mon as the impala, the bushbuck
ly is even more widely distrib-
uted, existing in pairs or singly
almost anywhere there is heavy
cover near water south of the
Sahara. Well named, the bushbucks

day after day. In fact, if not severly
disturbed, bushbuck will live for
ears in an area of a few acres of
heavy cover. There are more than 40
species of bushbuck. They are the
smallest of the spiral-horned
antelopes which include the eland,

pounds; others may excoed this by
100 pounds. Al are exotic looking,
delicately hooved and often boldly
spotted and marked, camouflaging
them well in their shadow-dappled
haunts,

Because of the cover they inhabit,
bushbuck are usually shot at close
range and open-sighted rifles are the
best choice for fast handling. 1 have
collected quite a few for the pot over
the years with both the Ruger .44
Magnum carbine and with
buckshot. In my opinion, the
bushbuck is the most attractive of
the small buck trophies, as
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peculiarly African as the giraffe and
a great thrill to outwit on his home

field.

A wounded bushbuck, despite his
unimpressive size, may be very
dangerous when followed by a
hunter.  When  hunting
professionally in Zambia in the ‘605,

the case of a poacher who
had snared a male bushbuck and
moved in to kill it with the
tomahawk most natives carried.
The bushbuck charged him with
enough determination to break the
already worn wire snare and gore
him square in the mldleﬂ_\un caus-
ing fatal hemorrhagin

Bushbuck are Tough to Kill

In roughly the same area of the
Luangwa Valley a client of mine
wounded a very good bushbuck one
moming. I had recently hired a
tracker named Kwiza, a tall Senga
tribesman, who was obviously anx-
kills.

from disappearing into the bush,

antelopes typified by the Grant's
Gazelle and his close cousins, Lhu
Peter's and Roberts' Gazellg
Eaong the most” acaglivafie

African trophies. The Peter's

brownish-red, they are one of the

appearance, The Roberts', for all
practicality, is a Grants with a
genetic propensity for an outward
flaring of the long homs. All these
animals have excellent horn size in
comparison to body weight. Average

world record of 16-% inche:
Anything over 10 or 12inches, hoy
ever, is shootable in most of its
range.

1 have probably gotten more
frights during my African hunting

in the mid-20-nch range and fine
trophies reach 30 inches with a'body
weight of 150175 Ibs.

Grant's Gazelles are one of the
most flexible game species of Africa.

upon what moisture they getin their
forage. In fact,in the oven-like Lake
Rudolph area of Kenya they share
their range almost exclusively with
camels. They are herd animals
‘much as the impala but will occupy
more open terrain. Older rams,
which are sometimes solitary, are

ditions n.am.u o e o 8 fae

s throving speer. Aller & fow

o Bis shosting v

S5 it gl evay s en

could o the aput

4 there, Kwiza

hy the spunky lide bnnk whieh
below y as any

spear was stick-
et o tew fm away
is thr

destroyed by g il bt

a wood mpe, nlthough " have
nulked them in grass close enough

o R — very

trophies was a Peter's Gazellein e
company of a hartebeest that wi
taken

career
animal. When lion hunting in very
dense cover or grass, reedbuck will
often permit you to approach until
they are literally underfoot, then
erupt in a lion-colored blur guaran-

d to stop your heart. As a rule,
reedbuck will lie in cover during the
daytime, feeding in early morning or
evening and at night Thels alarma
call, given isturbed,
Titip seci et Thay will bound
madly away for as far as 100 yards,
then droplow and freeze, swallowed
up by cover. Sometimes, reedbuck
will break cover without seeing you,
“fleeing your sound. One knocked me.
down that way in

Reedbuck Have Less Vitality

Ranbick don't seets 0 Lve th
vitality of some of

through stiff grass without

tion.

‘The kob family has two members,
t Africa and

the Uganda kob of
e ekl Atin ek or S
ob. They are attractive animals
that give the impression of a mixture
a reedbuck and an impala,
chunkier than either with a horn

for poor Kwi
nighs s vlgned
The length of bushbuck horns

30061
Sidamo Province of southern

Ethiopia in 1968. It taped 28 %
inches, at that ti one

horned. Th bushbuck rld's i

recorded is almost 22 inches.  Ward's.

Anything over a foot table; a Another _widely distributed

fine trophy if over 13% inche
Bushbuck make very handsome
t ially in

antelope is the reedbuck, found in a
variety of forms from

east Africa as well
Reedbuck are f

They are
most_delicious

as they
also_one of me
antelopes
A rngt, ool 1 S
and northeast Africa, the group of
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oriented and are normally
e'noounwud in pair ey in demse
‘near water. Varying
Fom a mayish color 1o & rich

that of the impala, but thicker and
shorter. With an adult male weight
of over 200 pounds, perhaps they do
not legitimately qualify as small
busk bt they v fraquent trophy,
especially in central

eh:
e puku at 200 yards hitting it

as



lgh e the spice. Tho bl fust
e bacl hnne stunning the

nmmnl o dping T Ap v
tad toward Tk Jumped up and
Tocedoff | around thesideof
 omall hill in an offort to cut it off
and kill it. A profe hunter
may fire either in self defense or to

rifle. At 100 yards, the puku stopped
and, standing broadside, looked in
my direction. I centered c

shot. I was amazed to see a piece of
turf blow from the ground beyond

ough it did not move
oreven wince. Thinking Tt have
‘somehow banged the scope off zero,

tched to iron sights and fired

brought the same result. As I began
toreloadin baffled exasperation, the
puku_suddenly swayed, collapsed
and died. When I got up to him, I
found that all five of my bullets
could have been covered by a demi-
tasse saucer and were in the center
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of his shoulder.

smashed and there was extensive
me

t destruction on the far side. Yet

 must b consi
ible bullet. mpact.resi
-The muscularity of the Sobis

onsible for their

mixed with other antelopes n scral
and grass. At 55 to 60 pounds for a
I

dd
the horror it may cause zoologists, I
think it valid to lump the duikers,
steinbuck, dikdiks, kli

avarage foue (0 fiv inches with o
y weight of probably 25
pounds, Both dulkes ad steinbuck

and oribis into the simple category
bucks. The il

bushbuck. The sam,
for buahbick e ap

ucl
the tiniest at an average weight of
less than ten pounds and consist of
many sub-species throughout much
of arid Africa. Traditionally, they
are seen in pairs in fairly heavy
bush and are preyed upon by every-
hing fhat sats mest Including
eagles.

propriate for either species.
The oribi, which resembl
steinbuck, is found in Ethiopia .u
the way south to the Cay
delicate, grassiand animal found in
small semi-herds or groups of up to
six. The oribi s taller than the stein-

RM or mu 5mm Remmgwn

that measure an average of six

although [ inches,

ing killed one. v sveel pupulmon levell -uhuu:n it is
and have a soft spot for them.  prot such as

B, bayod tha susiosity valus Parte of Zambia,

they aren’t much of a trophy.
The duik

common prey animal for almost ev-
ery predator is balanced by their
Highropsoductiveratn breedingand
ulvmz twice a year. Tommy horns

horn shape is different,
longer and hooked to th
the springbuck. A unique feature of
this national emblem of the
Republic of South Africa is_the
tzongh n th i
which n

jumpers and very active animals.
A Range of Small Bucks

A et i yigbuck wios
overly

"
ty of models and are roughly

e
divided into two main types: the

forest duikers which have

lanting horns and oddly
short front legs that give them a
strange, tilted appearance. The bush
duikers are undoubtedly built the
way they are to enable them to dis-
appear headlong into the heaviest

snimals but | lmin closely dzﬁned
ed by

il ' dung. e bt
particular spots that act as warning.
signs to other trespassing duikers.

"Ths oatnbrick o on of the mcre
common small antelope in south
and central Africa. Not as heavily
built as the duikers, it has conical,

have seen them fall twice, neither
time seriously. The klipspringer are
protected by a heavy coat of shock-
absorbing hair, once favored for
saddle-stuffing, that gives the
hunter the impression that it is
larger animal than it is. Horns
average about four inches although
the thin face and large ears of the
klipspringer may make these appear
longer. They are difficult to spot and
harder to hit, freezing and blinding

Said (non-expanding)
find the long range results of this

load excellent, if a bit light.

quality small bucks can be every bit
o8 shalaning i thak o dacihcond

in miniature. Often found in pairs,
ey are frequently at termite hills
built around certain types of Acacia

wid weralanyily stk
crop damag no longer so
Dot thars 1 41  falr e of

for either the springbuck or Te
specially if a heavily jacketed

meat damage or over-kill.
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i mounds. The
relations|

light forest but r
the more open plains
fine smaller mount and horns

or large gam

compiels grouping of duikees &

bushbuck alone could take a

lifetime. Many individual specig

not mentioned here are rare and
the

the spice of African hunting.



