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MOOSE HUNTING EXPERIENCES.

s Fugh HE Anerican Moose, or Moose Deer (Cervus Al

- Linn), with a name the origin of which

1., has aever besn sccountod Tof by maturak

ists, whose descriptions have come_under

$'  my observation, although many of them

» have otherwise ‘been sufficiently elaborate
and correct.

1 am of the gpinion, however, that the
appellation of “Moosé” is derived from
ox aborigisal Sonsee, & This identical
synonym still obtains among the Chip-
peways on the northern_ borders, where
those’ animals are most abundant.

is well known, the moose is the
argent spesics of (he bntie; deoe gemis,
exceeding in proportions any other native
ruminant_quadruped in America, and
when in full matuity and vigor, . the
best condmon these gigantic mammu]s, it
is asserted, have been known to attain the enormous weight of 2,000 pounds,” and a
reliable gentleman of my acquaintance now living in. Hartford, Connecticut,
who has for many seasons stalked this particular game and bagged quite a
number of large specimens, assured me that he kiled a bull moose some
years since in Nova Scotia that measured seven feet from the top of the
withers to the_sole of the foot, which is consxderablv taller than the elk or any
other gume aoimal on s confneat
Fifty years ago che range of che moose, had a vast geographical amplitude,
extend.\ng from the Atlantic to the Pacific, enurelv across the
Expiniion of ot Wastern iertléments, and.the proclivites of Gt hunting
population, has caused a great diminution in_this species of game and driven the
wary beasts to seek more inaccessible cover in the remote nort
they are still found in Maine, Minnesota, Idaho, Monnna as well as in the
un/%opulued districts of the Canadian provinces and in British Columbia.
ey are quice abundant upon the Yukon River, towards its squrces in Alaska,
as_anexploration of 1 don by Whimpon in 1867 shows. Between latitudes
65" and 66" North and longm\de 06" he says, “This’ part 'of the river abounds
in_moose.
They have been killed near the Pacific coast a little south of Behring Strait.
In 1843 moose and elk were occasionally met with in the extensive forests west
of Lake Huron, where I killed the first élk I ever encountered, and several others
were seen by the party on that occasion.
oose_ were met with at that time, but tracks were observed, showing they
had no( entirely disappeared from that section.
was told bv oy o Chippervay, guide “Pe-to-wan-quad,” who had hunted in_this
Vicinity ever since his boyl ‘that during a_severe winter, many years before,
when'the snow was very deep and hid, fhmily suffering (For it of Food, b
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went out alone upon snowshoes into this
same country to procure meat, and in a
short time came upon the fresh tracks of
seven moose, which he followed for three
successive days, during which he killed
every one of them, besides two black
bears that attempted to join him in the
chase toward the last of it.

laced every confidence in this In-
dian’s statement, for he bore an excellent
reputation at Port Sarnia, where he lived.
Moreover, he read his Bible every day,
would nof hunt on Sunday, and appeared
to be a conscientious Christian.

After his signal achievement in securing
the large supply of meat, he retumed to
his people, and taking out a_party with
sleds, hauled it all home, and it sufficed
for their subsistence during the remainder
of the winter.

The moose is an awkward, clumsy-
looking animal, with an_uncommonly
peculiar head and nose, ending in a mus-
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cular, prehensile lip termed *muffle,”
which they use in collecting food, and
this appendage, when cooked, is regarded
by hunters as a_delicious bon morcean.

- mouth is set well back from the
lower extremity of the muffle, thus adapt-
ing it to their method of browsing upon
the tender shoots of deciduous shrubs and
trees, which constitute their staple forage
the year round. Indeed, T doubt if the pe-
culiar_contour of their snouts would en-
able them o crop grass unles it v very
tall.

Some years ago T was so fortunate as to
receive an invitation from the friend be-
fore mentioned to accompany him in his
annual hunting excursion to Nova Scotia
during the morth of November.

"had previously written to a_chief of
the Micmac tribe of Indians, whom he
knew well, to build a_cabin and have
everything ready to receive us at a speci-
fied "time.
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‘We left Boston on the 215t of November
and arrived on time at the railroad station
in Athol, where we found ample trans-
portation to carry us with our baggage
to the house nearest the hunting grounds,
where we were cordially received an
en(ermmed by a respectable old Scotch
farmer, who inf ormed1 us that Lord Dun-
raven 111d just 1eft lus house for New York,
after_ spending
Punting throtgh the neighboring forcsts
but without any success.

licmat engagés, who lived at a
small hamlet upon a lake pot far from
the hunting grounds, appeared carly  the
following moming and escorted us on
foot for eight miles to our encampment,
where rhey had ereued a comformvle loy

e chinks niccly stopped with
ou ind the bunla f2d up wwith soft
and fragrant tips e fir, which,
for elasticity and comfort, would have
compared fvorably with the most ap-
proved modern matt

The chief, John Logan who was as-
signed to me as hunting gide, was quite
well informed and spoké English intel-
ligibly. One of the others was to accom-
pany my friend as his guide, and the third
fo act as camp. guard, cook and general
Jfactotum, but neither of the two last could
speak any language save the vernacular
Silect of hieir abasiginal tibe,

They were by no means taciturn or re-
served, like our prairie Indians; and when
seated around our cabin fire in the even-
ing smoking their pipe, seemed to enjoy
our jokes, a5 communicated. to them
throtigh Logan, most hearti

They were éspecially Easisd.in my
descriptions of the habits and peculiities,
of thee western brethee o the plains, n
one evening, after speaking of those In-
i menuoned A c;m\msmnce which
amused them exceedingly.

It was a little incident wherein Sir Wm.
Johnson, then Agem of the English Gav—
ernment for the Indians upon the Mo
hawk River, ome received a visit from a
L\rge band of his wards, during which the

chief took occasion to mention that on the
previous night he had a most extraordi-
nary dream, which he [hough[ i his duw
y before his “Great Fath

to

consilerat ion, if agreeable -
“Certainly,” replied ~ the complaisant

nomemm, “1 shall be delighted to hear

The chief thereupon declared that he
was confidently assured during his dream
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thar his fiend Sie Willam was desinous of
makin, the present of a beautiful
pair of white horsce then standing in the
stable.

"This was quite perplexing o Sir William,
as these were his best horses, and he could
ot well digpense with their services.
i ew of the some-
what questionable loyalty of those people
at that particular juncture, wish to' incur
the risk of arefusal, repli

“I'am delighted at having the oppor-
tunity of making so valuable a present to
the great Chief of the Mohawks; they are
yours, my friend.

Rctordingly they took the horses and
went away, but did not make their appear-
ance at the Agency again for a good while;
ind when they did come and had shaken
ands all around and interchanged the cus-
tomary Indian greetings, Sir William asked
the chief how he liked the horses, and
whether they came up to his anticipations,
and on being assured he was highly
pleased with them, Sir William added,
that it afforded him sincere gratification to
inform the chief that he himself had re-
cently paid a visit o the dreamland,
where he was informed that his friend,
the Great Chief of all the Mohawks, in re-
o for the hones, was desious of mal
ing him a present of all the valley upon
thE Mohawk River for about 100 mies

he chief seemed astonished ar this
anexpected. announcement and remained
silent for a few minutes, then, after con-
sultmg with his followers, he replied—
as you received
your mfarmmnn while in the land of
dreams, I suppose you must take
land. T think, howevel, we had better not
visit that country again and not dream
any

Al of this was interprted by Logan 1o
is, companions, who fully comprehended
and ‘enjoyed] the successil consammation
of the sieatagem. But to convey a full
appreciation of the sequel to the narrative,
T'will state that T had with me a very fine
and beautiful Navajoe blanket of brilliant,
gy colors, which 1 had previously
shown to the Indians, and which they
admired vastly. iy

After the conclusion of my story, our
cook made a remark in the Micmac fongue
which caused the others to scream with
lnughter, and when pressed for an ex-
planation of the joke, Logan sai

“That mischievous cook,
blieve he'll dream to-night 'the Geheral
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gave him his Navajoe blanket,” wwhich re-
newed the laughier more Vociferously
than be

using our sojourn with these Tdians
and while engaged in_ hunting,
gave me many useful items x,om,ernmg

% ‘habits and pecaliarities of the mooss
and the best methods of salling them,
wherewith * amiliar,

e was perfectly
Having hunted them Hom boyhood and
ed a great number.

He rogurded them 25 the, most vary
timorous and vigilant animals in exist-
ence, and their senses of sight, hearing
and smelling so_astonishingly acute, that
it was almost impossible fo Appmuh
them within rifle range, excepting under

avorable combinations of cir-

he following requisites he considered
absolutely indispensable
or winter salking, whil the snow s

from four to six inches decp, the dress of
rhe humer should be madhofca: heavy,
red woolen fabric, with W

noise in passing through brush or hard
snow.

There must be no frozen crust upon the
gnow and the hardr the wind blows the

same reason, the stalker should invari
bly move against or across the wind,
as his prospects of success would
exceedingly_ precarious should he hunt,
with the wind, e keen smellin
nd hearing faculfis of the animal would,
in al probabil, apprise him of dmger
before the hunter came in si

Hhe tbose dé nat caly wonderfullv
alert in detecting the unters,
but he seems to be mstinctively endowed
with the faculty of discriminating between
the sounds produced by the hunters
movements and those made by the ele-
ments, or other natuml causes, such as
the loud cra falling of branches
from, trecarsrhichypives fing mosalirme
whereas the breaking of a small twig
the step of a man will sometimes startle
the vay beat 50  © cause him o run
fop miles at s utmost

Ve waited in our table cabin for
siveral aye Befons all the sesneial pandes
tions for successful stalking were favora-
ble. But at length our aspirations were
rewarded by a perfectly auspicious day,
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which we eagerly availed ourselves of,
and putting on our hunting eqlupmem
were soon_ready action, my frien

and his guide entering the woods to rhe
orth, while Logan and 1 started in an
opposite direction, he in advance, and
rre.xdm%‘ in lns footsteps, close behind.

order we proceeded on very

slowly and cautiously through the heavy
forest, over great fallen logs and through
dense_thickets and boggy swamps
several hours, durmg v 1:
casional moose signs, b
frosh, which fact the g\ude determined by
examining the tracks and excrement left
upon the snow, as well as the abrasions
ahd cuts of the twige where the animals
had been browsing.

Not a loud word had been spoken by
cither of us since we left camp, but when
we reached the feeding grounds, and the

ns began to freshen a little, Logan
lauked more cheerful and quietly whis

ered in my ear that he hoped soon to
ind a fresh “moose yard,” where we
might be tolerably c secing game.
a “yard” he meant a place where food
was plerity and where one or more moose
usuAf remained until the food was con-
sumed
After this cheering inteligence 1 was
more hopeful, and stre enotgh, we had
ut a short distance further when
We struck a promising spot, where nu-
merous old tracks interlaced and crossed
emh other in every direction, and this
the guide pronounced to.be a yir
e soon Aner (hxs lm \\pon rhe fresh
track of ich we
took and to].\owed m ns smuous meander—
ings through the thickets for about half
an’ hour, attentively scrutinizing every
cluster of bushes where the animal might
e lying down or concealed, and carefully
it every footstep where it would
rreak no twigs and_alarm the game
Thus we went on until at last, to mv in-
expressible delight, Logan came to a’ sud-
t and anxiously beckone (o me,
directly to the front, where 1

a5

poin(in
instantly espied a mighty black object
that seemed fo me quite as big as the

elephant Jumbo, standing broadside to-
ward me only! abour aght yards off,
with inly head elevated
s iender looking oves dhe brush
directly at me.

As this was the first animal of that de—
scription I had ever encountered in the
derness, I might hove been Lonsndemblv
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perturbed; very likely T was, but T do not
femember hating any decided symptoms
of the “buck ague” just then, yet I must
confess 1 experienced about that time a
slight touch of the “shakes,” but it was no
“great shakes” anyway; nevertheless, I
hurriedly raised my rifle, and taking as ac-
curate aim as the “trembles” permitted,
fired, and fortunately planted a large bullet
into the body of the monster which brought
1EF o the srbund. ind belisving she
was “done for,” T ran forward to take a
look at the strange beast, when to my

surprise, up she jumped, and started to
run, but after another shot she reeled and
staggered for a moment, then tumbled
heels over head to the ground dead.

My last shot was @ wild one, made
while running and somewhat blown,
with a light English express rifle, which re-
Coiled asully Snd had but Gttlé precision
at best, but in this instance, it secured the
quarry, the ball cutting the wind-pipe as
squarely and smoothly” across the  thorax
as if done with a sharp butcher’s knife.

After disembovweling and skinning the
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cow (which was fully as large as a good-
sized horse), and leaving a handkerchief
Spokthe meit 5, hesh off Sifnivotous
quadrupedal poachers, e Gitrout & laigs
iece of tenderloin for our mess, and
Jubilantly returned to camp, where we found
my companion, who had ‘been even more
successful than 1, in that he had shor a
lrge cow and a yearling bull m
1 ‘consideration of my being 2
neophyte, while he was a veteran in the
sport, T was content with my achievement,
and we feasted that night on delicious
moose steaks, which to my taste sur-
Fassed in flavor any venison I had ever
before eaten.
he next day we remained in camp, as
the snow had frozen too much during the
night for good hunting, and after waiting
several days for better weather, with an ar-
dent desire to add the of a bull moose
to my stock of trophies, and seeing no pros-
pect of an immediate change, 1 concluded,
after expressing the one 1 had killed to a
taxidermist at Halifax, to return home,
mvm my Lompamon in the woods,
hers e ot meatly waveeh 1onger,
without a day ﬂworable for huntin
is moose amsma].lv ser
Halifax, is now amony
tion of trophies at Orange, FRie
one occasion during a visit of a friend and
his wife, they were taken by a lady of the
family into the trophy room, and after
looking at othe speciens of hterest hey
espied the moose-head, which seemed fo
puszle the genteman considerzbly.
After intently scrutinizing it from differ-
e asked from what
enis

animal it was taken. To which his ami
able Iady, who was ot averse o the per-
petsaion’ of an occasional innocen ok,
nd had seen the head before, after ‘cast-
mﬁ a sly yink at her friend, résponded as
“That animal, my. deli, s the

e1d. of 1 favorite donkey oF the Cienerls
which died wpon his hands, and he chose
s a5 lsing method of perpecuting
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souvenir of the faithful animal’s ser-
vi

The gentleman seemed amazed at such
an anomalous whim, and as he walked
vy with an air of supreme dis ust re-
marked in a subdued tone, “Well, well,
1 did not hink i possible Marey could bé
such «—f
T concluding, this sketch, 1 ke geca-
sion to remark for the information of a
Be oF i pesple who ay desire o hunt
in Nova Scotia, that unless he pays twenty
dollars (I think it is thirty dollars now) fo
the authorities for the privilege of going
into their woods, an eams to- carry
off to the ser[lements all the meat he does
not consume, he subjects himself to a
sovere penalty, and T believe a similar
pactice obtains in most of the other
>anadian

"This did not stake me as being a very
liberal international reciprocity for the
favors many Englishmen have ‘for years
received from our authorities in the way
of free escorts, guides and transportation
info our most favorale h\m(mg gro\mds,
where they have oft
months engaged in shghtering hossand:
of buffilo, 41k, deer andiother Targe game,
for the. exclusive. purpose. of taking mway
their heads, and L}bk\ndumng the carcasses
t0 ot upon the

e from time fo time met such par-

ties, in Colorado, . Wyoming and Cah, one
of which (of two men only) had then
illed elk sufficient to £l 4 large soom
with their heads and antlers, and the;
were Just about starting out for another
xtensive butchery

ome years ago, mer 3 filed
Englishman “Sir George Clore.r who was
returning from an excursion info the

ocky Mountains, where with an im-
mense hunting outhit of men and animals,
& T serained abot twh years. dating
which he was repored to have killed about
forty grizzly bears and 2,500 buffaloes,
besides’ elk and other game.,

seriee 0 be continsed.)




