HAVE made it my rule
7 when starting for a
hunting or a_ fishing
tour not fo plan out
the trip too minutely
beforehand, for ifyou
do you aré liable to
find the most beau
tiful scenery and the
best sport inplaces
you may have planned
o pass with but scant
3 notice,

Such was our ex-
pience st summer
when. nt

\  eral most

and reaches of the Batiscan River, in
Upper Canada, though we had never
heard of any such place at the time of
leaving our homes in the States.

We had sared out with the intencion
of sitag e ot Tae St the
Source of the famous Suguenty River,

me two hundred miles north from Que”
bec. There we purposed to fish the
wininih, he fumous lanc-locked salmon
of the lake,

in the rapids at the foot
o, and i was while alk
ing i it ™ dhat we firt
heard of the Batiscan River and lnkes,
the surpassing grandeur of the Batiscan
country and the magnificent sport to b
had there,

wininish ﬁshm
of Lake i

After_hearing s account of a
e hither while the satway was Sl
under ‘construction, 1t did not require
much deliberation to decide on s v

cighteen months since the rail -
necting Quebec with the sertlements on
the great northern lake had been com-

pleted and up o that cime it had been

used mainly for colonization purposes,
though durmF the autumn the company
organi ew excursions fo show the

public the new country opened up by
their line.

Indeed, of the thousands who annually
visit Quebec and make the tour, as
called, of the Saguenay Rm, o
ever get farther than Chicoutimi, at the
head of navigation on that river, or go
farther inland fiom Quebec than the Fall
of Montmorenci or some of the pictu-
resque phaces at th base of the st range

aurentian Mountains.

s n the beart of his Lawrentian

lerness, north of the St.
gpdé termed the Rocky Mountain region
astern Canada, that the
River has its source, and flowiny
westerly empties into the St. Lawrence
some one hundred miles west of Quebec.

The best idea of this section of coun-

be gained by describing it as @
g, titngloythe noptherm g being ot
the shore of Lake St. John, the southern
he city of Quebec, apd he easter the

“Tadousac, on the St. Lawrence, at
56 wmoith f the Siguensy. The sl
of the triangles are, on the south, the

Batiscan
south-
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broad St.

Lawrence, on the northeast the
Saguenay, and on ¢ i

¢ west he lng of the
™ Quebec and Lake St, John Railway,
Tunning nearly due norch fiom Quebec
these sides s from fwo hun-
dred to two hundred and fifty miles long
and the objecive poiat of our expedicon
upon leaving Quebee the
Thlway about one hundred. iles dhetant,
where it crosses the Batiscan River for
the last time, after following the wind-
ings of this stream for some distance
among the mountains.

Thi point s almost at the watershed
of the northern province, where the road,
having slowly climbed the slopes of the
Totsean Hage, meste the ‘it conall
stcamlets dhat form e svers daining
northward into Lake St. John and the

en
o much for the location of our pro-
posed hunting and ihing rounds.
ay in August that
found our party, comsnng of the writer
and two companions, Joureying north-
Ward from the ancient iy of

We were all three loyal sons of that
Rt
arning whose supremacy in the footbal

field, at the oar and with the bat has be-
come so marked of late, and we were also
humble though enthusiastic woodsmen.
Having had some expeience in che wids
of our Northern States we had taken care
to learn all about reliable guides and the
necessary outfit and pmwsmns in
In fact; we had the day before succeed-
«d in engaging oy elegraph 2 our chief
vide & Nonsagaas Tadin, whom oot
ﬁ,ebec friend recommended and who was
o meet us with two other guides and the
canoes.  Thus we had each his own guide
and canoe, and, indeed, found that for
the first and roughes( ait of our journey,
from the « the lakes, we might
fave well employed another man to asist
over the portages

About 2 o'clock we arrived at the
Beniet whtes a0k, hone We Wese &
strike out_into the wilderness and con-
finue our journcy up the river in canoes.

t this spor, the only serelement for

a long distance along the milway, we
chanced to witness a_display of the loy-
alty of the real Canadian’that we scarcely
looked for, after having hmd a great

deal of anncxation talk pre-
Vious trip. through New Branwick and
ower Canada.

It so happened that the new Governor
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General of the province, the Lord Stan-
ley of Preston, was a northward-bound
passenger on the same train with our
part, on bis way to vsic and inspect the
wiy-made secdements about
Tobn and. to vy 3 sport amony
ogter iR Ao i wirangc
that lake

As the train began to slow up for the
station_the nervous member of our party
suddenly sprang up, a5 we heard severl
thots fired appazency an boch sides of
the train. He afterward confessed  that
e had at once rho\\ghr of train robbers :

shots confinued and a
aeeiiges bmme somewhat excited,
no damage was

‘And the explanation was soon found,
for as we drew up to the tank we found
the ‘entire population, some twenty in
number, waving their hats and hurrahing
for the ‘new ruler of the provinc

good people, having neither can-
non mof brass bapds at their serviee, had
welcomed his Excellency’s arrival by
placing a quantity of cartrid dges along the
railrond track to be exploded by the train
in its motion,
ere we found our guides awaifing us,
and to their leader 1 presented the letter
From our friend in uchec. This guide
s, three-quarters o Montagnaie, and
held the honorable position of second
chicf or vice-president of that tribe of
Indians.

He went by the very un-Indian name of
Patric Cleary.

It was with Patric that we held our
consulfation, and he became henceforth
the leader of our litdle party. The other
ides or canoe men were Mose, a French

anadian “coureur des bois,” and_Joe,
or “Indian Joe,” a half-breed Montign-
ais, and a devoted follower of Parric’s.
The two Indians had been explorers and
woodsmen from their infancy up, but
ose, a6 we afrerward found out, had
lived a most varied life before finally
quming crapper and guide, Bom near
Lake Champlain, he was first a_towboat
man on the lake, then drified down the

udson and became a
prentice, near il
on che Hudson. _Affer that he was o
iver out in Toledo, loggin
hand in Ontario and Lower Queber. and

uchee,
having been cmployed along the line of
this new railw led down as trap-
per and guide in e

After making the acquaintance of our
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men we looked about for a_place to
spend the night in, and with the assist-
e of he man 1o charge of the fank.
there soon found an old log hut that had
been used by the men working on the
oad, and that made,ue a vy good shel-
e then carried the canocs and most
of the kit down. o the s ban, and
wrote our last letters home, giving them
to the tank kocper o put on the south-
bound train for us next
Our dreams that night were made more
rosy by the stories this man told us of the
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had not quite prepared us for what was to
co

me.
The distance by the river from Beaudet
fank to the La Passe Lakes we decided
on our return to be about cighteen miles,
and it took us three and a ays o
cover this distance, making in all seven
vey rough portages, the Jongest one about
e Torough the forea
we were handicapped by one day of very
wet weather, 295 e lakes might be
reached in a day We went along
quite leisurely, ﬁshmg at all the likely

enormous trout and fine caribou a couple
of half breeds had brought dovn from the
La Passe Lakes that spring.
aking in the morning we found
ourselves at the beginning of our real
work, and by the looks of the stream we
judged that the first day's work w
H Rican hn Say onc. Patsic Had
aleady told e of some long carie o be
made, but e afervard found hat he had
ly been over this route in the winter,
ohor fhe snow on the Reouad made
traveling comparatively easy, and so he

places in the stream, and were agreeably
surprised at finding 2 good number of
trout in the river, though we had been
told o expect litle Ashing before reach

in s

Wt oo et thesmrenmwar
two-pound trou, which in the swift water
at the foot of a series of pirches made a

very game fight, and was landed with dif-
ficulty from a_projecting boulder.

We made alf the portages but one with
safety, and at that one sufiered the Toss
of most of our pofatoes, owing fo the
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hastiness of one of the men when unload-

e of paciridge e we wess going dlotg:
n the evening of the second day we

pitched our camp’at the Grand Forks of
the river, some eleven miles from the rail-

way. Here the main branch of the river
comes in from the cast from the great
Batiscan Lake, and another branch from

the chain of likes known as La Passe, to
which we were bound. This was a beauti-
ful spot, and had we not been so anious
to reach the lakes we should certainly

a
b»glm Py overbanging Bl or butte
and the shores of the main stream below.
fhe oy ieee. thickly wobded slopes of
a terrace formation.

his point, too, we found the head-
parters of Patric’s winter hunting camp,
the hoop stretchers for caribou hides and
beaver skins, and the caché on raised
poles, where the Indiags Left their meat
and provisions stored way on
hunts from (he main camp
e ks St gorgesFithe
shver: bocarme marromer cand o, rockyy

ea

canoes on the river ended next

a three-mile carry over a spur of the main
fidge, where the river, on leaving the
Inkes, makes a descent of some five or six
hundred feet in three miles and is quite
impassible for canocs.

vas about noen of the fourth day

when we reached the outlet of
Passe, and afier paddling up . couple of
miles seleced a camp ground near ¢

7

sccond narrows, where there was abun-
dant firewood ‘and. good spring water.
pecular siuation of the place be-

came "apparent 2. soon a5 we lef
“oods T paddied out upon the surfice
of the Inke.

a Passe, so called, is properly a chain
of seven lakes, about twenty miles
all, and connccred by short narrows, with
just enough current to make the separate
lakes. This chain of lakes occupics a
depression in the mgh plateau of the
watershed region, and s surrounded by
mountains and bluffs, many of consid-
able height. Rapid scams come tum-

& down ino the lakes fom the gorges
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between the hills on cither side, and as
most of them come down cold s ice, their
laces of discharging info the lakes are
favorite spots for trout to_come to in the
warm weather. Many of these streams
come down from smaller lakes and ponds
lying somewhat back from the main
ring our stay we

Dlorations of some half dosen of them,
all as e nameless, and one or two spot

f great beauty in small basins on
the®Gides of the ‘meuntain. One and a
of these were full of wour, though usu-

y of smale size chan n he Tage lakes

oF

of these small hkes one per-
lnrlv caLm iltorasin e Honk were e
ing < Tutface at such a rate
that from our point of observation on a

high rock we could not keep count of the
rises within our range of vision.

In the main lakes the trout rose chiefly
at the small brooks and at the head of
each lake in the chain, where, at the nar-
rows mentioned above, they could get
the grubs and flies brought down by the
current ; and it was at these narrows that
we took our best fish. The sport here
during a stay of fificen days exceeded
anything 1 have known, whether in the
famous Moosehead region of Maine or
among the thousand lakes in the peninsu-
2 of Norchern Michigan and Wikconsin.

After the first day we decided to throw
back all trout weighing less than one
pound, and even then found we had a
&2 od many to spare at the close of a

day's fishing.

The largest trout captured by our
party was a beauty of five and a quarter
ounds. This fish was in poor condition
and very lean, and might have weighed

a full pound more if in condition.
Tiis stimach when opencd proved to. be
entirely empty. The next largest weighed

r and 2’ half pounds and was also in
poor condition, though a much more gume
fish.

Twas the lucky captor of this fish, which
was taken on the morning of our last day
at the lakes in the mid driving
snow flurry and while paddling along one
of the martows. At frst T chought my fly
caught among the weeds, but w
undeceived o that point, for on feling
the point of the hook the ish saped o
o and continued in a straight Tine uncil
fully seventy-five feet from the canoe,

n he came clear out of water in o

Splendid leap, shoveing his great size, and

i he repeated twice amid shouts of

o
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excitement and applause from the other
canoes.

By this time 1 had him out in clear
water in the deep part of the lake, which
was fortunate, as he began circling round
apparently in search of the weeds at
bottom. ~ For half an hour he confinued
2 game as possible and,then gradually
weakened and came to the landing ner.
It was a firting finale to our fortnight's
sport.

Besides these two largest we got a num-
ber over fwo and three pounds—one carch
of ten trout weighing cighteen pounds
and one of seven weighing sixteen and a
half pounds.

No fishing trip would be complete with-
out its account of the biggest fish of all—
that was, of course, just lost—and so 1
will tell ow we missed ours.

The nervous fisherman_before men-
tioned was the hero of this encounter,
and the rest of us passive but highly-in”
terested spectators. He had a fair

und trout on his fail fly, and was just

ringing him up to the canoe, when therc
was a most tremendous rush at the drop-

per fly.

It scemed as if a porpoise came rolling
up alongside the canoe, but he failed to
get the fly. However, the next instant

he scized upon the smaller trout already
Booked, ani apparendy swallowed him,
ook and all, and then went down to the
bottom to enjoy his morsel. He went
down with a steady pull and a vibration
of the rod and line that would have indi-
cated his great weight and size had we
not seen him come up so_ plainly. For
about ten minutes he played gently back
and forth upon the botrom of the lake,
and then, alas! of a sudden the strain
relaxed, and the flies and leaders came up,
infact indeed, but minus the fwo trout.

he larger fish had evidently swallowed
the smaller, and then succeeded in worry-
ing him off the book. For an hour we all
tried to tempt his finny majesty to rise
again, but he would nor, and so there were
mourning and lamenfation in the camp
that night.

Various guesses were made as o the
weight of this trout, running from fen fo
fifteen pounds, and for the first time we
were wlling lieve Patric’s accounts
of ten and fwelve pounders taken by him
in the winter through the ice.

In hunting we had not such luck as
with the rod, killing no large game, and
only on one occasion getting anywhere
near big game, That was on one of the
small ponds where we had discovered



some fresh tracks in the mud, and whither
T had gone on one of the warmest after-
noons to sce if the game would not come
out from the woods to feed, so that
might get a fair shot.
med vith the best rifle in camp and
shotgun loaded with ball, I took my po-
Sifion on An old gnaried tamasack. Arow
ing in the swamp at the head of the pond,
ahout 4 ocloch in the afternoon. My
Bk ont off 1o the ke, some rwn
miles distant, with the canoe, having in-
structions to come for me after sundown,
or carlier if he heard any shots in the
meantime. For two mortal hours did T
emain perched on my tamarack, without
Sinatae tidis of miine e 5 living
animals except a few muskrat and o
couple of kingfishers that became so used
to my presence in the tree that they came
up quite close to my branch and made
dheir dives into the shol water for min-

T
unusual sound in the forest across the
little pond, and soon T could hear the
distant “plash, plash” of some heav
beast approaching the water's edge.
Being quite cramped with my long stay
in the one uncomforable | and

pma for action with the
Cartridge in the smooth bore.
not to be; the animal, whatever it was,
came steadily on until it must have been
almost clear of the woods and not more
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than one hundred yards from me in a linc

ross the pond. ~ Then, fo my intense
disappointment, the sceps begun to pluh
away again as Headly o chey bad come,
arid T car the noise growing
Binter i hbmeer along the mountain
side, while T was left to ponder why the
ot b ¢ come cut to the whtt

jge. Big game it undoubredly was, and
B i uffing made by the animal
oot whe ¥ cxpeciel ff o el euree
think it must have been no less an animal
than the moose, the huge monarch of
those Northern woods.

all hope of his
the canoe and

amp a considerably sadder huntsman
than T was some hours before.
Of fur-bearing animals the mink and

otter abounded, and we saw
ver signs in several places. Rut as all
ugust, we

furs were out of condition in
did ot care o Il chese animls wantonly:
ad several severe frosts after the
mide of August and two slight falls of
snow, and were obliged to keep a_huge
ile of hardwood, resembling a bonfire in
imensions, by b\\mm all ht long_before
cold ‘weather gave v all

unusual apy cmcs, and we bold Tt respon-

sible for shertening our stay at La Passe

everal days, as our provisions began
ety

The cold and snow also caused a great

Eoig 6o 1
ind it wes with difficulty that we fin
icided volcsve thie amot, Iong o by
remembered by reason of ifs grand, wild
beauty no less than for the magnificent
sport we had enjoyed there.

We made the run down stream to the
railway in two days, having very little to
carry with us and funning in safety sev-
eral of the rapids that had detained us on
the upward journcy. All three of our
men remained good, steady workers to
the end, and as they were characters in

heir way 1 o el e
thei peculiar teits, but will conteat my-
sclf with a few words about Patric Cleary,
the chicf.

Patric undoubtedly deserved the lead-
ing position he held among the Mon-
tagnais.  Hlis sagacity and executive
Sy witald Wlone have soenicd T
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to that, but apart from these he had
the distinction of having covered more
ground in his hunting and exploring
trips than any other two men of the
wibe. Throughout the Lake St. John
region his fame as a_dauntless and suc-
cessfulexplorer stands unrivale e is
one of the very few men who have pene-
trated to the grear Lake Mistassini, far
away north from the Saguenay, having
gone as chief guide to the Canadian Gov-
ernment exploration party some years
singe,

We ourselves had little oceasion fo test
his exploring qualities, but his capacity
for carrying, as shown on the portages we
made, was fairly marvelous.

A tpare, rather undersized man, he or-
dinasily carried himself in a slouchy man-
ner and appeared round shouldered and

i t when it came
to “sacking” the stuff, as they call it, he

icity, and the balance and swing
of his body were a study for a gymnast.

Like mort Nerthern peoples these Mon-
tagnais have a great deal of race pride,
which shows itself occasionally in curious
and even laughable ways. The paddles
used by our two Indians were miserable af-
fairs, unfit for good canoe work, being very
narrow and pointed and rather unbending,
so that Mose and his canoe casily led the
others when there were stretches of any

RN
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length to paddle. He used the ordinary

broad-bladed, light and springy canoe

e known all over the Northern

tates and copied from the paddles of

the Micmac Indians, upon whom, as on

all Southern tribes, the Montagnais look
with supreme disdain.

The peculiar shape of the Montagnais’
paddes has probably been gradually
evolved from the uses to which they are
put on the broad flats of Lake St. John
and in the shallow, swift rivers running
into_that lake, where they are nceded as
much to pole as to paddle with.

But wherever a Montagnaie goes he
cither takes his own peculiar narrow pad-
e with hirm or son malice Bimsel one
exactly like it, and no amount of proof
of the superior utility of the broad;
springy paddle can induce him to give
up his own. The cunning logic and spe-
gous asguments used by Putic in de-

ing his own against Mose's Micmac
addle’ would have done honor to any
of the old Greek sophists.

On arriving at the Beaudet tank we
found that a construction train was soon
to come down the road, and it was with
feclings of genuine regret that we shook

ands with our men for the last fime and
turned our faces southward toward civil-
ization, leaving them to wage their trap-

ng t
ers’ warfare during the long and bitrer
orthern winter.



