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BIG GAME IN COLORADO.

BY ERNEST

Owux fifieen
yeas ago deer

might easily
be shot within
sight of Den-

Clity
then almost the
only towns of
consequence; the
plains ‘were alive
with antelope, all
arks abounded
in elk, and the big-
horn, bear and moun-
tain lion were found
on every range. This
primitive condition of things has been
Ereatly modified, Railroads. thread many
of the passes, the mountains are pitte
with mines from base to apex, the char-
coal bumers have desolated some of the
fairest hillsides, and the lumberman has
cut away the coverts of the deer, while
farms and hay ranches and rhe corrals
and pastures of horses and cattle occupy
B 1 valieys whod wibd seienals wid
to feed and bring forth their young.
Nevertheless this is a comparative rather,
than an absolute statement. The game o
Colorado bax dinsppénred, it s e from
its former haunts in the valleys and p
most populovs and eacly aceeseible. but
inthe remoter quarters of the State some-
thing of the old-time plenty, if not the
tine fearlessness, may be scen.
again, probably, must travelers stop an
e e an(elopc away from their mule
Copyright, g1, by
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main with stones, a5 happened more than
once to the write Sou
Wrniiiag 1 1377, N6 Iogee s e
Tuner cupect to/ meet clk and blacktal
absolurly fealess of man, o were many
ich we saw that same year, but
ature the sporaman il not egret, e
glories in a successful stalk or a skillful
chm auily when the game i dlsnt sl
ounts his reward of pleasure
in the difficulties overcome rather than in

2

TDotins s i iy

Colorado is a big State. You might
hide away all New inglma in it. Large
portions of it are enfirely unsuitable for
population outside of the mining indus-
tries, so long, at any rate, as irrigable soil
remains fo be oceupied in the better parts,
and that will be for a long fime to come.

 growth of railronds, which has been
so rapid and apparently without end,

has in fact confined iself either to the

aking through lins as md
i et b 5 2 v
ated i almost iyl

ley towns, and the
soutvestern quarte or San Juan ountry,
¢ Gunnison and Grand

S, i vl oiapin et
in the westem contral and northvestern
quarters is as yer an untamed country,

where the hunter may find work for his

sifle,
The northwestern quarter of Colorado,

y the Ourine Company, Limited. All rights reserved.
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comprised in Garficld and Routt counties,
seill ‘remains one of the wildest and most
primitive regions of the great West. It
is wholly west of the Rockics proper, and
in a general way is a series of lofty pla-
teaus gradually sloping down from " the
Bark Kange to.the walley of Green River,
Bur this plareau bears great numbers of
short ranges and isolated peaks, many of
which rise to snowy altirudes. Westwar
from these mountains flow two large rivers,
the White, and further north the Yampah,
as important feeders of the Green River,
cach having a host of tributaries that
gather from rocky gorges and wind their
way along pleasant valleys and parks.
Among the head waters of these streams
are such mountains as Shingle Peak, Mr.
L e Do sl Pogicla Pl eom
which streams flow down not only into the
White and Yampah, but southward into the
Grand. The valley of the Grand, Egeria
Park and the head waters of the Yampah
have much open ground an cen
pretty well settled on by farmers and car-
tlemen, whose operations have driven away
the game to a great extent, though the set-
ders have more visits from bears and
wolves than they like, and often get a shot
at deer of various kinds. In the Elkhead
and other mountains lying between there
and North Park game is still to be found,
including elk, but the peaks are exceed-
ingly high, the foothills'are rugged, snow
v and the whole region is a
diffieult one o travel and hun in.

At the western foot of these massive
uplifis, however, along  the upper White
iver, around Trapper's Lake, among the
southern foothills of Dome and Pagoda
peaks, over on Dodd’s, Sage and the other
creeks which go to form the Yampah, and
own Williams River, as good and com-
fortable hunting is still o be had as any-
where in the
ew settlers have gone in there as yet
and no ledges of precious ores tempr fhe
invasion of the miner, while not a single
railroad or wagon road penetrates the
valleys or crosses the i
plenty of timber, but this is_scattered
ibout, leaving every little valley open
and many of the lower hills bare and
grassy, while_the higher slopes are clothed
With dense forest, cvery gorge and stream
side s lined with spruce and cottonwood,
and all the parks are dotred with dense
clumps of aspen and small shrubbery. No
part of Colorado is pretticr or affords
more pleasant camping grounds or charm-
ing bits of scenery than this, and eves
one of the swiff, sparkling, snow-fed
Sreams s full of fih. Tn this healthful
and beautiful region game abounds—elk,
panther and small quarry of
every sort-—and the sportsman can gét at
it with the minimum of expense and waste
of time and trouble.

The point of entrance to this region,
and to a large extent the place for outfit.
ting, s Clemvood Springs o ourihin

<

town at the junction of the Re
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with Grand River, which is the terminus
of the Colorado Midland Railw,
i enatl i benongs th low ke bt
most enfertaining of the transmontanic
routes. Its castern end is at
Sprmgs, whence it enters the mountains
by way of Ute Pass. The first part of the
route, (herctore, is along the northern base
of Pike's Peak into South Park, a stretch
of bemnful
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ing the valley of the Arkansas at Bucm
Vista, the railrond crosses fo the

the Main of Snowy fange of the Rockion
and begine to asend the pus bevween
Mounts Maseive and La Pl

By a strangely circuitous course it winds
its way from spur to spur until it has
climbed to the level of 10,000 fect, where
it passes through the Hegerman tunnel to
the Pacific Slope. The view backward
From thie point toward she et is one of
the most ‘spacious and sublime in the
whole ange of Western “eavel, and the

westward as the tunnel i left be-
hmd and the wonderful descent of the
ic Slope begins is of many grand
T deep valleys, among which
the road finds its way down the valley
of the Frying Pan and Roaring Fo
both famous frout streams—to Glenwood
Springs, by some very clever expedients in
engincering.

Glenwood Springs has grown to impor-
fance not so much because it is a good
business point as because of the presence
of some remarkable springs of hot mincr-
al water which supply elborate bathing
houses and spacious pools. Here arc
handsome modern_hotels, well supplied
stores and every facility for outfitting a
hunting_party fo good advantage. Glen-
wood thercfore becomes an admirable
stating point for an expedidon into the

rihern game county. In fct it is the
ooty startng po

=3

g‘;—

2 o, Ry, o
there as far as Trapper’s Lake, but it is
a precty hard road, and, he taking of a
wagon is not advisable i
to do o radit Rurring
need 10 g0 back inte the hills whers
Weon eoeld uck b driven withiont mo
bl e e e
The better plan by far is to buy at
Glemvood Spebgs ridlis horses and pack
animals which can be taken as far into
the rodniaing utatyone wishts, Bllow
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ing old Tndian il or going where there
is no trail at all. The riding animals will
matually be ponics, which may be. pur-
chased st Firm 833 o 830 aiece-ihe
latter sum _being an outside figure. The
ack animals may be mules, ponics or don-
£oye. Viutes will carey moct and are great
climbers, but_they cost and need
much care.  Pack ponics may be had for

, and are more commonly used
than mules. For a hunting expedition,
owever, burros (donkeys) would prob’
ably answer all purposes better than
gither horses or males. They cost only

na
“lowvance, but that number ought to
enough to carry all the luggage and
camp cquipment sequised by men who
vat o bua
saddles of the ranger pattern,
S e e R
work, may be bought in Denver for about
2 5 spiee Pack saddles or paniers will
apicce. For burros the panier
i ¢ probably best. A guide, who, will also
be ‘cook, care for the animals (as a ten-
derfoor would not know how to do well),
and be general camp helper, may be hired
for about $3 a day, you, of course, fur-
nishing him_board while he is with you.
The biggest of the big game of this
region is, of course, the grizzly. He is
the genuine Old Ephraim, too. The
witer has known of some of the largest
Bears on record lilled at the foot of P
goda Peak. At midday they dimb. high
up where it s cool, but at night they de-
scend into the wooded heads of t
fukhes and spend the twilight in secking
food. Anything comes handy to their
omnivorous palates, and no animal is more
seadily lued by bt
ting, indced, is the customary meth-
od of hanfing them there, A decy or clk
is searched for and killed in the locality

where bears are hoped for. If it falls in

to the previling draught of the evering
wind, which, as a rule, suc wn the
gulch. Once placed, go near it as lrtle as
possible. The second evening will be time
enough fo examine whether it has been dis-
turbed. After that keep watch berween
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sunset and the time when it gets too dark
to shoot. If the day is rainy the
come as carly as 4 or
and especially on moonlight nights he
may no¢ appeas uncl long after dusk.
lawn is another fecding fime,
cn you may obtain him by watching.
In broad doylight you il onl
upon him; howevee, just 4 Lo might
stumble upon you in ’wandering about at
Black bears are numerous

as big as the grizzly, though hardly as in-

teresting fo tackl
Elk and deer shooting needs no direc-
tions. Mule deer are abundant
where in the pals by Se
e bucks have rencwed
il grown. me ou
to feed on the edges of the ngdes at sun-
sise, and slowly collect into fitdle com-
panies that move toward the warmer and
more open vlles and platcaus a the au-
tumn advances. The clk have similar
rge

eu horns and

eral thousand individuals having been
scen in time past in this very region.

Now a band of more than a hundred
would be noticeable, so rapidly has this
poble animal succumbed o' secless hide
hunters and marl
Alonig cestain cioehs, whise s Gy
is open, antelope live, hiding away in the
brushy ravines in summer and coming out
with the carliest frost. As they are
chased just enough to make them
the sportsman great sport in cn”
deavoring o stll these glert and swif-
reatuze, whose flesh s the best
addition 1o the camp
Whete vich anisnls oo fhieses G060
ak of beaver, badger, skunk, ground
squirrel, etc., are numerous, beasts of

rey may of course be looked for. The
foud-basking coyore sneaks through eve
S e R

rous enough to
be troublesome. The lirtle yellow wild-
gat o bobeat, will be seen often enough,
Fut the panther will rarcly shows Pamech

Tioteht i bt hewed you sy be shle 10
tole him down to your bait and get him.
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Few mountain lions have been shot in
Colorado, however, except those which
have been met by accident and dispatched
by a quick shot controlled by steady
hands and a cool head.
¢ region north of Grand River,
reached from Glenwood Springs, is prob”
ably the best hunting ground in Colorado,
u disticr” dormands a Tele -
tention. West of the main range of the
Rockies, in the very centre of the State,
s a great group or chaotic spur of loft
cakss Known o the ik Rapge, which
Flls the space berween the Grand River
on the north and its largest tributary, the
Gunnison, on the south.
These mountains are, as a whole, lofty,
and snowy in the extreme. Com:
posed largely of eruptive granite, their
peaks are splintered ridges and sharp
pinnacles of broken rock; they abound in
amphitheatre-like cliffs inclosing barren
arcas above fimber line, icy and difficult
to reach, and their valleys are narrow
gorges, thickly wooded and conducting
forrents full of cataracts well fed by the
snow banks. Viewed from the outside
they present a massive, lonely and alpine
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grandeur as impressive as that of almost
any group of heights in the State, while
he who penetrates their fastnesses finds
a picturesque and rugged scenery hardly
sutpassed even in the tremendous caions
and among _the steep and fowering peaks
of the San Juan.
mines are worked except on the
outskirts of this great group, for even it
ores exist in their interior ledges the co:
of getting them out is foo great to justi
the attempt. The headquarters of the
mining is in and about Aspen, a lively
town near the head of the Fiying Pan,
where an outfit and guides can be pro”
cured for an expedition. It is manifest,
however, that while the Elk Mountaind
offer an excellent opportunity for wil
mountaincering_adventures they do_not
promise so well for the sportsmen. Deer
of both species undoubredly occur among
them but not s numerously as on_the
plateaus westward, of which the princi-
al one is the Grand Mesa. Bear haunt
their lonclier parts and not infrequently
descend to the valleys, and of course
lynx and a less number of panther may
occasionally be encountered. The name

TE g B )
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was given originally on account of the
abundance of clk met with by the carly
explorers about their base. These have
cen lugely, though not wholly, exter-
minated. A band of fwenty-five or thirty
was seen last season not far from Aspen,
and doubtless other small bands find
sheltr i the remoter valles, specially
those which open tovard the north a

ot But it st be remembered that
in summes the el go high up 1@ the ol
ine pactures. at fimber hine, and romain
there until driven down by the snow, and
that this is a difficult region in which t
follow them.

ighom are unquestionsbly numerous
in the Elk Range yer, where they find safe
retecats on the Ty crests rhu are so
hard for hunters to climl e law of
Colorado_forbids killing (he et
sheep during the next three years

Thiing all things into convideration,
you are in search of big game in Col-
Leaio, e bost courme,

and the; Akc northward on to the head
of Whi
Tt was. rlns “direction_ that friends of

mine took at the end of a_ three months’
scientific tour in the fall of last year, and
what chances there are for big game may
be best learned from the report of my
friends as T here repeat it
e upon the broken plains and
mesas and among the lower foothills
there was work to be done for all but
o, the exceptions being *San” and my
then we were privileged and
tolerated by the kindly chief on fwo con-
that we did not hinder the work-
ing of the staff and that we supplied the
i et it game and fish whenever
and wherever possib!

When the work in hand was nearly ac-
complished two-thirds of the party were
to move southward and report prior fo
dlbanging for the winter, while he chict,

am, cedful clpess were
T At e
weeks' exploring. trip. Some Aeie
“boye" had gone 10 bring up butos and
pack horses, for no wagon could
Fet touts hitther |Eatly oné mioibing
L e e e el e
sen ancelope iy @ valley a,mile north
of us, and astily got ready
and loped away in pursuit. Reaching
the valley we stmoumed. and, advane
ing cautiously fo a commanding
vt with the ghas. the lang tongus of
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rass stretching between steep, rough
Fille, We learned several weleome things
y this scrutiny. In the lace the
aitelope v there—soven of them—and
in the second place we discovered that d

valley formed a sort of cul de sac, with no
it Tikly fo tempt an antelope, save the
p immediately below us o

groae stretch ux &omplmn\ vel
addition we sow that we, held & great
advabtags ia poiiion, Wil that thé g

would almost certainly when alarmed make
a dash for
Hastily setceating to ous horses, we
mounted and rode ity o the entrunce
and in along the north side o alley
for some four hundred yirds, Here T
halted behind some brush, while Sam
uietly advanced several hundred yards
arther. Where 1 was the valley was’ per-
aps half a mile wide, and I could not
sce the game, but sat keenly watchful for
the first sign of the expected stampede.
“Sam” had been gone nearly an hour
when suddenly T heard a shot and then
another and another. Standing bolt up-
sight in the sctrups, 1 could command o
long stretch v, and presently
G fpme Rl e o] e
ound a point, flying like the wind, came
the frightened band, heading directly for
the gap below me. T counted six only,
and then bracing meel? fmly 1 leveled
on the leadiny ming just below the
white cvscens on his nmE, and fired. At
ot ered sl
his trained. faﬂowcrs il
their tracks, bew
from e hills. My i o et
on and 1 fire siming at the
shoulder. This time they located me, a
launching abesd Ll o flh chey i
for the g uck lagging behind. 1
fired o hurried shots a6 they drew al-
most abreast of my stand, and then
wheeled my horse and spurred for the gap
as if the fiend was at my back. The good
nag grasped the situation; he saw the

5‘-

bounding quarry and knew the call for
speed and he buckled fo his task right
ame

On we flew toward the goal, the ante-
lope sceming 1o faisly hurl chemselves
thro ile my stout-hearre
horse lnid back s black car and ot
out his enger nose and strerched away in
o thundering gallop, fister and Fater, cil
girths fairly swe rass.
s ibing i Uead Gesaert s Gaioig
it hugely, but he ran to defeat, for the
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%a_me beat him out handsomely by good
xds, and once in the open the foor-
ey e
ing. With difflty pulling u thor-
oughly excited horse, I slid off hi
Pumped away vigorously at the rapidiy
vanishing antelope, but apparently all to
no purpose; then remounting, 1 retraced
our course fo look for my wounded buck.

e was standing motionless not far from
where T had list seen him, and a_ great
crimson stain upon his side told that he
was sorely wounded. Even as 1 carefully
approached he staggered forward a ste

from side o side, stumble
icircle and then lurched
down into the grass, stone dead.

In time cume “San,’ weaing a grin
almost as broad as the valley, and across
i saddle a fine young buck, and cre ons
a_very triumphant procession acknow]
clger the chors OF e delighted camp.

Riext day we made 2 fing] long stage
Hestaad 0 okt the How widk the horees
and burros at a pxevm\\sl) arranged

oint; two days lat was in readi-
e, and e Began i elitbing cepe
tio

=
2

S o about every water
course and_pool two occasions 1
Fad capital Tuck with the trout, though
the rod was merely a branch from
brush and the streams difficalt o ger ar
where we happened fo rea

Gradually working our w yvnrd we
fisally seached ua tdeal Chndp mronid
plenty of forage, shelrer and good water
close ac hand—and we spent a veck e

loring the surro\\ndm s with good result.
B ind grouse could be found almest
inhie tani e b Bl of bear sign
and now and again tracks of “lions,” but
these latter gentry wisely kept their dis-
tance and, ac usual, offered mp chance for
our rifles. But the crowning exploit-a
feat that will_remain ever green in the
memory of “Sam” especially—was the
killing of “Ephraim.”

One of the boys came in at night and
seperted that he hud found unmislably
fresh bear sign in a little ravine about
miles from camp. He said it was an ex-
tremely rough spor, walled in in places
with s chy of naked rock; s that

was positive a grizzly, and a regular
old snorter at that, fived in the ravine.

At sunrise we were ready, cach man
with a snack of lunch in his pocket, and
we followed our guide down a great
ipe through the Smber, thon oer 1
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steep crest which taxed muscles and
lungs to the utmost, then down another
long slope, and finally to the stream
white b Tad teon the fak, Following
it upward for about a mile as best we
could, a pool was reached, and its masgin
showed plainly the foorprints of our guide
and the track of a huge bear, Suddenly

the guide exclaimed excice
here, this is fresh” and ot s
et ootuiine, made w0 researly thet we

m»olumml» 1 lanced all round for the
cause of it “Ephraim” had doubt-
less soughr hxs dmmcde 1\n haur before.

drink,”
the gmz\c, md By hkcl) gone lo«ﬁn
along up the ravine and by this time s in
s den, snoodin. I¢s among dhe rocke
on that sider 1 rechon, ant well round
him up Lot Wed "l pest sneak
along wp of the iff an’ sce what we kin

T o L e ind gained e
mit of the cliff at a point above where
the guide suspected “Ephraim’ dwelr.
Below s was 3 stecp descent, marked
with countless pinnacles, ledges and steps,
and ncar the bottom fmgracnts o
were piled in chaotic confusion. We could
work ‘our way down readily enough, pro-
viding_missteps were carefully avoided,
for a fall would simply mean instant de.
stracton. For many. minutes thrce pais
of eager eycs scmfma isible ‘foot
of the ravine and c e oni v
among_ the bo widcss Not s s of M
16, be Bxiid sics was - ot et

Than the rockstrewn pros

Prescatly s low- bl foows o guide
called our atrention to him. His face
was ablaze ressed excie-
ment, and silently he came creeping fo us
and whispered, 1 scen i

et} und yer and look down—
ight below yer. Ain't he an ole
whaler?
“Sam” and 1 looked long and carnest-
Iy and with beating hearts, but saw no
car. the guide crept forward and
took another look and whispered, “He
ar all right, fur I seen him. He
lked “rous? hat rock and looked big.
er'n a steer. We'll jest lay low fur a
it; he's as ugly lookin' an ole devil as
ever yer scen, an’ 1 reckon hez a den
down under thar.”
aited for half an hous, watching
more than seventy-
Fue yords 1o where the guide had seen
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m, and a serics of rock steps made it

iy

quite feasible for a man to descend to his
level. Finally “Sam” signified his inten-
i ing down.

nt ter b
" said the guide; “if he
gers his eyes on yer hell go fur yer sure.

“Sam” saidy “All right, you fellows
phaee yourselvés to cover me and 11
dowr

e that bear if it mkes

ot to point and fom 1ed5e to
e was barely forty yuds from
the supposed den. We watch-
d with rifles ready g nerves strung
9, the suaning point. “Sam’ had halc
Sin & Crolithing posiion and i pesis
o Vol down Aben the crish ywlicsly
amived, A big picce of shaly rock, loos-
bis movements, started o roll
ol et el by a small
avalanche of pebbles and grit, lic with
ash, upon the chelf ke el where the
cei

e oo Lies s ot rusty-
rotrude from out of
“Ephuaim’” bad come
ared invade his strong-
ol e was lmimedliately below “Sume”

touched with the rifle, though in reality
the distance between them was about
dhirey yusds, Before the grim brute s
his cfore he
Slinte of wone
a_natural slip, a ck
B o e o b o et
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sive head and lmd him dead in his very

doorway. As “Sam” stasted o pump in
ancrher shell bis treacherous foothold
sifle, and he slid downward

we
ettty towaid the ‘Léis o abot ton
feet or so; the next instant he was climb-
ing like 2 scared cat upward as fast as
hands and knees could carry him, while
the expresion on his face cid our heare
good to see. He speedily rallied, how-
cver, and yelled to us to know could we
e the bear. Then we all thice went
down fo within twenty feet of our prize,
where the guide drew 3 bead on the small,
round ear and fired point blank into it,
But “Ephraim’ was a thoroughly dend
e, Wi e guide dedlurcd st he
ook oo chaicet e | peliees gty

‘E hmm proved to be a big, old he
bear, much the largbesr our guide had
. His enormous bulk—he was far as

secured a magnificent uophv fnrlv
cnough, and rook it all coolly and as a
matter of c
Sam. how did you feel perched

up [hm when his head showed; were you
scared?”

Ara v the deuce made you climb
s when you slippe

A knowing wink was the sole answer.

CANOEING ON THE MIRAMICHIL

BY REV. WM. C. GAYNOR.

F the readers of Ourmve will mke the
trouble fo_ examine a map of the Do-
mision of Canada. they will find on
ifs castern side a province called Nev

Brunswick. adjining rhc “eood State of

Maine. If they will their cxamina-

i Hitls Aot they il s B tha

a river traverses almost the entire breadt

of this province and empties into the Gu

o St ELvucncE This ive is calld the

iramichi—a name signifying “ha

retreat in the Mic-Mac dialects T

The Miramichi takes its rise in the high

]

wuexshed near the Mnne bo\mdan from

valley
the St
£ 220 miles

the Northwesr, the other the Sourhwest,
Miramichi. The first fifty or six

its course on both branches is a serics of
apids and toubled mter, oving 10 the
quick descent and rocky natte of the coun-
try through which it passes. Afterward its
waters run more smoothly, until at their

2




