A CHAMOIS HUNT.

BY A RANGER.

oese, I Dot i
him privileges which,
e be might never have
had. It has been so in my case more
than once; but take a single instance:
I had been for 2 weck or more pick-
one_of those narrow
B DLt et ok oy which e
d by he mumerous ‘spars of 4 he
Alps just south of
“skinned muleteer” broke
silence by informing me that
reached the extreme upper ¢
of the valley and were now acually
among the s. He concluded by
Polnting, mggeotiesy towand s catiows
old chalet, standing among chestnut
trees, half a
nodded approval, and no
utes later 5...noum=d iF ‘tho door of
“The Chamois™for so_Antonio_called
the“quaint hostelry. He said e had
been ‘given this name was
the headquarters for all huntin
tiss from Florence and other fru
cities, He further explained. that th
whole  famous for che num-

ar-
iay

w:
of |, and that
du ng it had oftes i the

™1t'hed been my purpose to climb

n parey,
¢ to aécompany them on the m
ut an outfit at

Mnte Rosa on the Tl side and

make descent of the Theodule

Pass and the Zermor. 1 was,

sherciore, nor unvilling o stop o &
t before undes L{{‘

day
ufx mh "even had 5o specil o
offered; bu

n 1 learned
the ruame of the house hy i was
0 seis n almost

was seized
ible desize to stop.thers for &
having a

whnl:mhnpcnf a lirde hunt of

A lucky star muse have been

cendant ust then, for s T entered the
1 fo o group of ten

ey, o the gat of hunt-

e, excitedly llltenmg to 4 peasant

who nd.

was not sufficiently fa
language of Daate to understand all
that was said, but 1 heard the term
“chamois” frequently used, and 1 soon
leamed fm,. the poter (one of thos
&°be fouad at most
Euv an hm]-) that

the party con”
sistod of acblemen from Leaoa sad
ot for thelr aa-

Hunt, and that the peasant was ex-

ning that he had just seen a bunch

£ i chamols on & mosarmin-side R0t

many. mies .
.

rures are

n,
but they are sometimes found in cont
siderableherds, o
Soecasd 1o, be aceepted be & bR
one. An attack on them was there-
fore planned for the next day. Here,
now, was my opportunity, and 1 i
stantly began to plan for an_ invitation
J::m lartho vplee Foreunaely, I bad

me an open letter of introduction
ko Seonih st
nt several winters in_Toly,

ad by toeasof
Kind offcs of mine host, who coud jab-
ber a li T made the acquaint-
ance n( Coum Ferratt, the leader of the
imiion

1
ol siable, but
ize (I
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ment, 1 glndly accepted rhe lunn nf his
“rig,” including as fine ever

During the evening the party amused
themselves with all sorts of o, in-
personal experiences in hunting
chamois, and tales of marvelous exploits
by noted men from all parts of fraly.
[ engaged the aforesaidpolvglor 0 gt
as interpreter, and in this way learne
number of very inteesting chings. One
of the older mer v hupted
fuq\kndy i company, with King V.
tor' Emmanucl, and was loud in
praises of the skill and power of endur-
ance of that rough old wacrior
seems that Victor tool pleasure
in this kind of sport, sad wah never

w grow of it. He
daring climber, and a_most remarkable
shot with the rifle. He had a way of
Kkeeping just behind 2 comiade when
game was in sight, and would often
manage, when be thoughe his friend
might not hit, to fire simultancously with
him, and without b knowledge, and
it was probable
Killed the chamoi
‘make or allow such a claim, but
vy Tnsiated on giving bia compision
credit for a fine shot. It appears,
that he used to get terribly ang rv
Count_Cavour and Garibaldi,
e coud.nows gt cithr of themm seill-
ingly o join I rt, or listen
with any real nterest to the stories he
told on returning from a hunt.
deatally, too, T leamned that chis ille-
trious trio, to whos
st ateribute the creation of United
Tnaly, were 5o tor all their
asies and habits that they took but
itle interest in each other outside of
theis relation t0 3 common cause,

waly
never

next morning, and_ before T At
n to pcice with i dant javlin

cove
ed rhe broad bm:

e had
foved e
feld-mar

scaled

it been s, Fennm d
e wid o
e o
simuleancousy on 3 ol exeent
wher reelf to-the mighty
Hank of Monte Ross.
1o Take our placr spd it the signal
be a blast from :m"f‘md-
er's horn l do not know whether it
Tty have been because T was an Aen

FOR MAY.

igany or for some other reason, but
Ferrti paid me the compliment of as-

more than an hour, when I heard the
welcome horn, whose silvery notes

2
&

to crag as
Sound rollad cmward i upward and
died away in the far distance. Then I

dificulty Bere, a5 1a s magy o
places in human life, for suddenly, out
mist which was beginni
lft, there arose before me an almost
F:rp:ndmllar cliff of some hundreds of
fect, which it seemed could only be
thought
e el e od
concluding at once that I, too, was left.
But after a long search I discovered the
bed of  summer toneat, and by dint of
the hardest sort of climl
et upwand some five o T
© which the way became much
oot diffcult, Hore, 100, the granden
and beauty of the fegion began to im-
press me—

% many a pinnacle, with shifting glance,
ance.

the fpray mise thrust up it shattered

e limpses of the bold outlines
T caninn
the colossal shoulders of Monte Rosa,
ich are nowhere chse scen to such ad”
vantage. for
nonce, forgotten that 1 was a
“nd not & scenery worshipe, when. 1
was aroused from my reverie by the
of a rifle-sho, followed by another
and another in_quick succession—the
fase after 3 brif erval, supplemented

e by a long, shill
be the signal of a i st opening of
the campaign, 1 knew, howsver, dhat if

arey were started and ot brought
down at once, it would be likely to keep
on st sbout the same level on the mount-
e, and probably give an oppor-
tunity for the next Bunter 1o §

hand. Accordingly, 1 dropped ehind
the nearest and nervously
watched. i the direction
card the firing. Several things
spired to make me nervou

irong at best, and was 2 good deal
heated T by slimbing to my presem
tion; and, besides, 1 remembered
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was the only representative of a nation
famous for the use of the rifle, and
naturally fee that it would not do-for

"™But T had nec loag o, think about ¥,
fgr suddealy, s iF they had spruy
Minerva-ike, into. existence, twh. foll
grown chamis”came oo ew ca s
Slge of & Giff so uodeed yarce
to"the right A2 above oo They
d ropped fodr an mtukl]" only,h:ndhrh:‘n
egppeased ss quickly se though the
it had swallowed them. 11
it P i 4 rlupl ﬁve
minutes, at the end of i
Wity cleatures came.in vght agein,

2 e
facing T m” direcrion” and somewhat
nearer thun before, o & gigaatic
bowlder. Evidently t hﬂd chosen this
posicon that they road-
B discover whother they had enemies
in front 58 well ar behind themn. At
they stood there with heads high in air
they formedpiture ‘woreh traelin
B o ves. For & moment 1 wis afioc
y I, and quita Agakle to Shoot.
saon emenbered that the repuration. of
American sportsmen was at stake, and
that but once in A lifetime dld one
such an opportunity. Then rves be-
came like “steel, lnd with a lln.dla hand
than 1 have sometimes held a rifle on
nobler game, 1 sent the leaden mes-
seoger on “An- inetant lavr

L]

together, half And
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and 1 was on my feet prepared for an-
other shot. But ll'x maic low for
what scemed 2 los when T

did get a clear view neither of the

chamois was in sight. ing tor

tured with doubt as to my success,

had even begun to_ think how 1 outd

exphin martns o the res of the part,
‘woul ly know of my

e, whea 1 osed, . seuitant shiat ot

my left and not far away. Later ap-
my nearest neighbor in the hunt,
his out

D
et . bt 1 o
not. Other members of the party were

uccessful, 100, for on retuming to
hotel we' found we had secured three

. perhags, more
il ety b B any
othes vort

That aight we had & grand dinnes
with chamois served & I%Illlﬂl)l(,
with an American as the guest of Py




