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fear; 1 might as well be silent about
your guilt. No jury could convict you;
no court could sentence you. Punish-
ment must find you from elsewhere.

it this house at once! If not,
Twill take what means I may to have
you forced from it!"

obeyed her, knowing she was inex-

orable. But as he reached the doorway
he turned, and once more appealed
her, his voice dismally failing him, his
in outstretched.

“Hilda," he  sa
by_that ‘awful nam

“I meant_the name. I repeat the

“you've called me

—think! It was not 1
it was his imagination.”
she answered, after a slight
pause, during which he could equally
note repulsion in every line of her face
and of her ame You  and
imagination were fellow-assassins.

You' used it, like a paid bravo, to strike

OUTING FOR NOVEMBER.

for you your blow. Tt struck the blow.
Butimagination did not really kill him,
You killed him, and you dare not denv
it to your own' conscience. Thy

your future may that conscience torture
You, as 1 am certain that it will”

He passed from her si
her life forever. She di
love him, but she never forgave him
and never looked upon him again. In
after years, when she learned that he

ined renown and wealth in his
rofession., she would say to herself:
profe he would herself:
Still, he is unhappy; he cannot forget.
1 know his nature; it forced him to
confess his crime to me, and it will
leave him no real peace this side of the
grave. He has not marricd—and
Why? He is wedded in secret to a
cold, hard spouse—Remorse. She makes
him' a sorry enough mate, I'm certain;
but there are no human’ divorce-laws
that can rid him of her!”

And Hilda, in so judging, was right.

WILD SPORT IN COSTA RICA.

FY the American
sportsman the
forests of Cen-
tral America are
almost
The botanist and
naturalist are
somewhat better
acquainted with
them; but even
they have only
carried their scientific researches into
the outskirts of those dense tropical
s, or along lines of communication
cut through them from one populous
district o another, and from the prin-
cipal cities to the ports on the Pacific
and Adantic coasts

It s divided from north to south by
the mountain range that traverse the
whole extent of the country. into
regions, distinct from cach other as
regards climate and environments. So

H

uch the most favorable in this respect
is the western division, on account of the
regular alternation of two well-marked
seasons, thatche bulk of population i

that compose Central
America_is this fact more observable
than in Costa Rica.

Primeval forests still cover the whole
of the castern division of y
broken only here and there by the small

a
osen the wilderness for their home,
and by the road leading from Cartago
to the Port of Limon. This region,
from the low-lying, swampy seaboard
Up 1o the sumeplt of the Cordilless

may b regarded comparatively un*
inhabited bwan. Deep o, these e
ests the rul

rsurtes of San Juan del
Norte have made their way, along the
sivers and shallow streams, only  navi-
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gable by their narrow canoes, in  their
search for the “hule” tree; bur stll
vast areas have never been penctrated

gince the time when the conquering
Spaniards gave the name of Costa Rica
w0 all the

The traveler of lemu:. landing at
San Juan del Norte, Nicarigua—known

e e protectorate
Ssmed by Cieat Belain sher the Mos-
ito Coast—if he be a_ sportsman, will
ind pastime in the harbor, with cither
shotgun o rifley among the wild duck
and ligators. when Grey-

own harbor was a fine expanse of open
wates, I, which mkuﬂf considerable
draft could find anchorage; but during
the filibuster v in Niaragua che ob-
©

structions made in juan by the

contending partics for the purpose of Two

interrupting navigation on the river,
eid. the main volume of wates a3
e o e
to,the sea branching off about_sixteen
reytown. The harbor
rapidly siled up, 43 more thin half of
its area has become covered with tall
sedge grass, spread witl twork of
Tarsow channa, And interspersed with
open pools, where the wild duck con
gregate, while drowsy. alligators bask
in ‘the sun, stretched on the drift-
logs stranded here and there in the

lows.
If the visitor be enthusiastic and com-
prehensive in his pursuit of sport, he
will take the opportunity of making an

excursion coast in a canoe,
strike the _tortoise-shell turtle. In that
case he will have to hire Mosquito In-

Jlans, who make the collection of that
shell’one of their chief occupations.
Those recommended by any consulat
official or leading merchant will pr
thoroughly trustworthy. Having frati-
fied his taste for excitement in these
directions, he of a sill
more scimulatiog. diversion—that of
suriking the manatee, or sea-cow. This
ueial mammal is found in, the cive
freshaater lngoonl of the Adantic
ans that

the succulent
p Jan
i i bl

grow on their
It never leaves the

= coming 10 the surface, however,
or three minutes fo breathe.

ng the
5 prentn\.e is indicate to the expe-
rienced eye by the condition of the
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geass. Having discovered a feeding-

e

for the appearance

cautiously and nmsdenly padd e to
fange.

Ginoe that prevaie o tha
an_ entertainment which »nl'

ransgement of the prevent
being sbruptly termisato
B M e e

cutters, as mx ex. the settlers on the
in_the manipula-
ion of the canos, wlud\, ke all those of
fashioned out of
r or mahogany tree.
‘men, one in the bow and one in the
stern, can’ make their boat change dircc-
tion, with, extrsordinary rapidity. Sin-
gle-bladed paddles are
much superior to th bladed
e, Hard avork with the later 1 have
found to bring far less straining on
musces, while the propeling force s
greater and more_direc
When struck, the manatee makes for
deep warer. The.sel-detching shafy of
pea leaves fee the long strong line
Fateend to the’ basbed bead, dbven o6
inco the flesh. After he first ush o
the started creature, the line s fastened
1o the. bow; and the struggle begins.

You will not get wi stance.
again for an hour or more, if the m;

‘oo fell-grown one, and not sedc
ouly wounded; but your interest il
not requie a proper amount
I L LT A
tion, both of hand and body, to

cande steady as it rushes rhmugh the
water 0 prey,
lunging h:avnly s dircction,
now in that, in its endeavors to free it
self. It may, morcover, double upon
. and then look out! IF the canoe
Fas"nor been suficiently rumed by the
e the rope. becommes aut again, an
upset .1.m:  ceranly follow; and sup-
posing < Tight so A, » suddin
g A o svoided by gathering ia
slack line
by hard paddling; otherwise something
s bound to give: ccident oceurs,
,.the animal, finally becomed
, and can be killed without
uch further delay. It is then towed
T0"a sand-bar or some convenient point




o
of the bank, where mpticd
and sunk vnder the carcass, and. then
dragged to the shallow and bailed ou.
After this, a long tnduranrt esting pad-
dic"to the nearest mofs or more Ty 3
B TN

manatee is a thoroughly harm-
less and inoffensive creature, and its

the remote
allgaor decming it desrale 1o

iblity of an inquisitve

cxamination of you.
flesh of the manatee is_saten by all
classes, and is ¢ one
s caprured within a reasonable distance
of a'town it is taken thither and the
¢ hus the appear-
the

et s readily sold.
ance of beef when \ooked an
e Ta siiies, thoy

"he vast tracts of forest teem with
animal and insect life. There is a sol-
Smoity and grandeur in tropical foreats
that sxcite admiration mingled with

e monstrous frees stretching

high overhead ther leay canopy, -
penetrable ; the under-
gl Ty o
ip ot oue ry hrough, i Ihe sub-
dued ..a range it o,
ou hasts . vlu uing rchcnllon
Toat the piog 51 Lo
e e o Lo i
traction and keen excitement for one
unaccustomed to ncnd such wilder-
To the fic traveler the
‘woods of Cm Rica offer as fine a
P e ookt o veale salscon
2 o e Ao, o
ing 16 the lrge number of speics in-
clided in the avifaun P‘

Geane. Lnithese’ orerts fsrvery
ful.

lenti-
In their recesses, from sea-coast
to mountain-summit,. the jaguar and
puma lurk; in the nughbmhnod of the
rivers and streams che shy tapir, or
imself during the day:
troops of monkeys—those gargoyles o
Bumanit—chatier and mow in the
branches, ever on the watch for their
foe, the ‘tiger; focks of gorgeous ma-
v wing theic
bl e i Tk
o & the green follage with, their
iliant cdolnrs,f screaming bevies of
arrots_and swift-winged paroquets of
Iy s and any s T s

or muc

over-

oo rhmugh e cpeaings sbove
winding stream, cane-brake
of swamp. The fierce and

advantage.
f The
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active wild-hog roams the thickets in
herds, fvcdm} on the fallen fruit and
juicy ‘roots

round caves live the “tepezeuintle™
S delicious lavor, and the” il more
d:hcwul nlmudl]lo. called ln 'hll
wmado,”  whi L
vana-no despicable food—hsunts the
s, dloms e rver-banks. 3
b 1o e s A 8

daots, It st ok be i:;e“cledprha ‘these
mals are to be met with frequenth
Thelr appearance s occational and. Sud-
den, and in the case of the two former,
sometimes 30 near @ o be very seart,
ling. An Englishman, whose name 1
do not Ke(alf on _one occasion while
iing slone ', Gustemdia, came acioms
a jaguar so unexpectedly that he could
not shoot ree minutes,
g & et e Cot
is eyes upward, as he was passing
Bensath & treg, he 44w a Aill grown
ﬁgun extended ‘slong s limb, watching
wn so ntlr to him that ha

ane four or five steps farther he
wmﬁd hase e dirccdy under e

ke bs gua wae o i
bpetondid such a degree that
he knew he would miss lled the
er: S0 he did something fur bet-
e kept his

beast and man glaciog 4 each oohas, el
¢ had recovered his breath and nerve.
Then he steadi the animal's
head, and sent a charge of buck-shot

into i one,
resented it to the English charge d'-
affaires. Neither jaguar nor puma is dan-
gerous when. in Hront; but they will
attack a sleeping man, or possibly drop

upon alone_sportsman ‘or naturalist

2 tree-bough, and so take him at a dis-

lanta should be looked for, with
best chance of success, at dawn of day,
an ich he is in the

| near streams, wi

that inge portons o the Centl
American rivers, the sedgy margins of
swamps! and moist plammavzr:?: ots.

hoecting o the &an Joui Lhievs
ke i il vt G, ek
from within a few yards of mj
osqilo-Dess Being s pachidecss,
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better to use bullet than buck-shot

more
than twenty-five yards, and failed to get
hisa. He wu oa the oppotte eds of »
stream running into the Sarspiqul, to

i ing down at dgimk for

water to make our coffee. Our canoe

him for some
in a meditative pos-
ture at first, occasionally cropping a
blade or leaf; but evidently considering

ently began to
for a drink. Waiti
o me

right car. He rolled over at_once, but
ferching up at the bottom of the bank,
scrambled ‘on to-his legs and took. the
Stream, and that was the I w of
him. The brute was only stunned, and

though we gor out the canoe and scard
well for him he escaped. With a rifle 1
gged him. The tapir is
almost amphibious, and can cross a wide
and deep river on the bottom without
showing. himself. His flesh is generally

caten, but is inferior to the manatee.
Wild-hog, however, afford the best
sport in these forests, being the most
certain. Indeed, it is while you are
more particularly engaged in scarch of
i me across the rarer

: hog
igh them in_immense herds
down to the borders of the navigable
rivers, and displayed a boldness ang
ferocity that proved his lack of acquaint-
ance with_the deadly firearm. Though
di rom the peccary of North
of e wit

a stranger was similar.’ A man once
surrounded by a drove of these creat-
ures had slight chance of escape. Rus-
sian_wol on the snow-coves

were these savage
they have learne:
dea l¥ inventions.

A Frenchman, settled on the San
Juan River, once narrated to me an ex-
Frieme of his that fully illustrates the
ercencss and tenacity of purpose pos-

i Bue s presens
fo respect man's
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sessed by these animals. He had left
his shanty about nine o'clock one may
ing and gone into the forest with his
revolver, expecting to kill a wil v
or two. The ammunition he had with
him_ amounted ta”abour owenty_ shots.
Having proceeded some little distance,
he suddenly found himself close upon &
drove of hogs feeding in the under-
brush. Selecting a_suitable tree_into
which to climb, and stationing himsclf
beneath it, he fired

by a horde of the infuriated animals,
which hardly gave him time
his perch. There were hundreds of
them; they swarmed around the trec,
madly crowding upon each other in
their savage efforts to reac] . They
tore the bark off all round the trunk for
three feet high, and bit and gnawed the
wood in their furious attempts to get at
their enemy. Hoping to drive them off,
Louis kept firing at them from his safe
position tll his ammunition was spent,
every bullet at such close range killing
a hog. But it was burning powder for
nothing; his fing onl © mad-
den them the more. They trampled
underfoot the carcasses of the slein,
gnashing and tearing at the tree unceas-
ingly. As those nearest to it grew
weary, they were ousted out of place by
others, and hour after hour the rasping
work went on without intermission.
The Frenchman began to get weary
of the scene and the part he was playing
in it. The surging crowd of dark-
skinned objects below him tired his eyes
and half-mesmerized him; the murder-
goashing af tecth and
of wood as his foes

ul
d on, the
restless, swaying movements of his be-

siegers confused hi began to shake

his nerve. He was hungry, thirsty and

cramped. At times izzy, and
rai the limb

after noticing his long absence? Such

re the questions he kept alternately
asking himself till he felt half dazed.
Time dragged on, but neither did the
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hogs leave him nor did any help arrive
to raise the scige; and all day long there
he sat and clung, first in one_position
and then in another, with those vile
ige—only he used a stronger epither—
5’...{,,;.."..,: chewing at the trer.
oward sunset, however, they began
to relax their excrtions, and as the in-
creasing gloom  proclaimed the approach
o night, the herd dowly and gzl
withdrew, and retired into the depths of
the forest. When the tree'd man felt
assured that they had gone off to take
¢, he descended and
limped home in no amiable mood. He
f been, deruined in that tree for more
than cight hours, for the diversion of
ild hogs, nothing had passed bis lips
during the day but a cup of coffee in
the carly morning; and, to cap all, he
took home neither turkey nor pork, for
the score of animals or so that he had
killed had been trampled into pulp.
Louis cor 0 laugh at the comi-

cal side of his adventure as he narrated
at a later date, but when he entered his
ty that evening, he was in no very

an frame of mind.
dventure occurred many years
nce that time the wild-hog,
ugh frequent contact. with man, has
become rather a shy animal. Nowadays
the native hunter is glad if he can force
the hog to bay, which can only be ac-
harassing him with dogs.

can woodman's favorite

to the gun, when -
ild-hog, & a long spear, and

on finding 3 herd, is
to leap u
where the animals cannot reach him,
and while his dogs bait and aggravate
them, spear all that come within reach.
But the sport is soon over. After a few
have fallen the rest betake themselves
o flight.

The_natives seldom hunt alone in
those forests, two, at least, always go-
ing in company. Some years ago, on
my first armwal in that country, while
staying at one of the clearings on the
banks of the Sarapiqui, I had an oppor-
tunity of soing on o vild- hunt with

icente Salazar. Don Vi-
cente was a tall, spare man, active as a
cat, and with eyes as quick as those of a
hawk. His costume was in harmony
with the requirements of the climate
and his lonely surroundings
footed, his light clothing. co

Bare-
isted of
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cotton_ trousers, usually tucked up above
the knee, a cotton shirt worn outside
the a sombrero, sh, or
leather belf round his waist, to which
was attached the sheath of al

orcst, tread upon a snake, leap instant-
Iy in the air, draw his knife while do-

<0, and having turned as he sprang,
cut the reptile as his feet touched the
ground again. His habitation comprised
a room with a mud floor, about cighteen

]

o
row kitchen at one end, with a raised
mud construction in the form of a cube,
on which the fire was built and cook-
ing done, and two sm. -rooms at
the other end, the private apartments
of the family.

We started off into the forest one
morning, a party of four: Don Vicente

and a peon, Matias; my brother and
myself. Don in his character
of entertainer and guide, took with him
only his which to open
the way where necessary. The peon

car-

had a spear while my brother and
ved * Botbicbarelied  guns  charged
with heavy shot. Four or five hungry
dogs consituted our pack of hounds—
mongrel-looking curs, whose scars pro-
claimed their gameness in the woods.
For some time we followed a well-beat-
en trail, Salazar leading, machete in
and every now and then killing a
snake und fect. He was always
carcful to remove the dead repile from
the path and hang it on a_bush, as the
ssibility might oceur of some bare-
footed native treading on the head and
being wounded by the poisonous fangs.
The ground was of a mountainous char-
acter, as we were on the slopes of the
Cordilleras; we alternately struggled

xercise in the hot, recking shade of a
kind that would have reduced a fleshy
pugilist down to fighting weight in very
short traini

ter an
track disappeared, an,
Vicente on his devious course through
the underwood. Another hour passed

still no signs of hogs had been scen.
A flock of wild turkeys—a small species

ng.
Bour's travel all

traces of a
llowed Do
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ronce pused by s, flutering inhort
flights from tree to tree, and afforded
us w minutes. We drog

five of them ere they disappeared.
Next we came across a band of mon-
keys, and at Salazar's request two were
shot to feed the i

tree and along the limbs and branches
jth a speed that defics the hunter to
keep up with them in the entangling
brush, At last we found the long ex-
pected game. We had been warned to
et 1o the nearest fillen tree when the
ogs were discovered, and there were
lenty of such places of refuge. T
Porest 15 a¢ once the birthplace and
cemetery of vegetation, and numbers of
aged monarchs of the woods, in all
s of decay, lie extended on the
ground scattered at no great intervals
apart. The well-trained dogs circled
round the ich came in our di-
rection. Emptying our guns at them
when not more than twenty yards off,
we scrambled in all haste upon a log
fully six feet in diameter, Don Vicente
snd the spearmen being sleady upon It
There was litd i our pm:zurbn‘.l
evidently become acquainted with the

amell of gunpowder, d
by almost without stopping, snd were
gone: Before swaghad roicadediiMstiss

only succeeded in stiking one, while
there must

couple OF minutes the.sport was
dl ores, 3ad Den Vicsate s0d Matis
proceeded to take_out the entrails of
the dead animals. Then \x’in the hind
and fors lags together with. Tans, oich
shouldered one, the other two being
hung upon a branch to be brought in by
Matias and snother peon during the
afiernonn; War arrived, at the: chosring

r an absence of about five hours, the

keys—and there_was
moat that dey. The flech of the hogs
was cut off the bones in long strips,
salted and put into a barrel, lime-juice
being squeezed upon it. When suf-
ficiently cured it was hung in the sun to
d into “tasajo.”
£ the westem
ca, and an enumera-

A briefdescri
division of Costa
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tion of the principal attractions it offers
to the sportsman will supplement the

receding peges:
i R
rion would difer lte from ¢

50 for a long time to come, the slow
n the lowland wil-

dernesses from above, by the almost
imperceptible pressur¢ of a gradually
increasing population, being a process
that will require the lapse of many
nerations to produce marked effect.
he bulk of population is confined

above the level of the sea. In these
inhabited portions the country presents
an_almost uninterrupted succession of
coffce and sugar plantations, fields of
i re grounds, and ‘savannahs,
intercepted occasionally by woody bar-
ranco or deep canyon.
these districts the sportsman can
only find small game. In the planta-
i lds and low brushwood of
the pastures, the quail, the rabbit, and
the wild dove will afford him opportuni-
ties of keeping in practice. During the
rainy scason the ‘savannahs are the
resorts of snipe and great numbers of
becasinos, while teal, duck and water-
fowl frequent the lakelets and_ponds.
Beyond the cultivated parts, strictly so
considered, to_pastoral ones in the highes
platcaus, such as those of Guanacasta,
where catle and horses are reared, are
forests where deer are abundant on_ the

western mountain slopes, ruth-
lessly killed for their skins. In the
neighborhood of the cattle and sheep
runs the jaguar, and puma a 00,
are frequently found. Once fairly within
the fores, the same kinds of game pre-
vail as on the castern slopes. With
respect to_the broad lowland belt of
o,

be noriced between it and the cor-
responding belt on the Atlantic side,
except that the latter

wider, and that in the
former the manatee is sought for in vain.

J. I veatrimio,
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(See anicle “Wikd Spor in Conta Rica” p. 95)
HE KEPT H1S GROUND AND WAITED."




