A Hunt
With The
Master

The m
s found In many

red doer Is slightly
European countries. Male red deer, or
sport Impressive antle

larger than the mule

stage
similar o those of the American elk.

The Scottish Gamekeeper Was Considered The Best Red Stag
Stalker— And Proved It.

By R. J. Robel

t was English all right, but 1 could
hardly follow the conversation between
he young der
stalker. As the excitement of the stalk
facreased, i Scatiah Mightend brogas
thickened unti T simply nodded and tried
o follow their hand signals. In addition to
the language problem, | was becoming
cxtaused, These Scos were wed to
rekking over the hilly
Mot Neiwe it 4 ot bui the Plint
Hills of Kansa e way she erafed
the mooriands of Scotand
talking the noble Scottish red
deer a1 about 200 fct slevation long e
eastern edge of the Grampian Mountains,
Thi

coloring the hillsdes with beautiful pastel
urples.
1'had arranged my travel schedule so 1
‘would arrive in Scotland a few days before
the Glorious 12th, the traditional opening
of the grouse season. For several years, |
had joined a small group of other
American hunters to shoot driven grouse.
n this Scottish estate. Eacl
would spot large herds of red deer while
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iraveling to and fom grone shoaing.
deer is slightly larger ths

e et o the caln called ags, bave

antlers similar to American elk. The head

gamekeeper often had discussed vividly

how exciting and difficult it was to stalk

h

tags,

iy sport for latlanders
say, quickly followed by
olde.”

* he would
Nay for the

And 5o it was, after 13 years of visiting
that _particular ‘moor, an_opport
presented itself for me to have a go at a
g It was an opportunity 1 could not
pass up.
Like a responsible rancher i the United
Suates, @ keeper carefully
anages the grazing pressure on his moor.
Overgrazing damages the quality of the
d reduces its ability o sustain a
vigorous and healthy deer herd. Overgraz-
hes.the moor's abilty to
support a good grouse population. To
ke sure his moor does not suffer from
overgrazing by deer, a head gamekeeper
controls the size of the deer population.
an had been the head keeper on this
Scottish estate for more than 25 years. He
s the “master of stag
know-
edge of wildiife. The hill are his lfe; he
oorland terrain intimately
He was approaching retirement, but only

H

because of age, not because of a lack of
nergy or abilty. This would be s last
hi

year as head gamekeeper o this esate, sa
st v e ooy o
hunt with ¢ of stag s

Dan needed o remove about 205 ofthe
deer on the lang ince the herd with
the habitat. He would harvest both stags

and hinds 1o keep his
Teproductive condion. Stags are
vested first, beginning in August before
the rut while the

as disappointing
my customized 7%-pound, .270
Winchester with its 6X scope would have
been ideal. Instead, | had to borrow one of
the sat rifls, o BSA 243 Wincheser
A variabl. I s o

previousy Kiled (wo roebucks, each with
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ys After an exhausting three-hour stalk across the rolling Scottish
‘moorian

t medium range. was
contdenttha he i ot well S
oud have been more comfortble Wi

o of usting. yoer cumzmvlllum
This was one of

mount as Dan organized the group.

o et S vt
Jast twa hours efore ollowin us.

new where he wanted t0 g0, but

e purposeflly negleted 10 el e how

f the area was. Then he set a

walking pace that barely allowed me to

landscape

be spoled by i by the hfingwin,
by 4 i shot ] wes flly AWebe A Bt
1 i 1 Sl ook b
et i gkl and wit s o]
could be at the hea s house
prompily at $30
arived Dur's house, ve
quickly loaded into his 1 er and
ded into the vastness of the 100,000
acre moor. already decided
where to look for deer based on the
temperature and the wind_direction,
it was August, the air tempera-
ture was in the low S05. Therefore Dan
decided to look for decr on leaward slopes

szl

For it Dan had brought along
one of the caiey Joung deet salkers
“This was the young stalker'sfirst time out,
and his primary job was to carry the rifle

gear and 10 act as a general
assistant to Dan. My excitement began to
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Kkeep up. The moorland is @ vast mllml
by de

lopes and Cn b
streams. Whenever igh

efully move forwar
view the far hillside with our binoculars
ret i to avoid silhouetting yourself

n the skyline. Dan's big German 10 X 40
Binoculrs could piek asmall roe
deer on a hillside a mile away. A walking
stick served to support his. binoculars

hen he really wanted to examine a
foreign object on a far hillside.

“The three of us moved slowly across the
moor, stopping frequently 1o glass the
exposed siopes and to_examine every

Dan made certain we always moved
into the wind and never silhouette
ourselves on the crest of a hill, We covere
well over three miles before we spotte
deer. D teep sidehil
10 look into a large valley. He slowly lftec
his head so he could glass the far hillside

n froze in his tracks. Again slowly, he
lowered himself, retreated from
and motioned us o come
forward. He talked quickly to the young.
det salker and me. | tied hard (o even

580 o what s

Exideny bo potied ol b of
pitghsaiiigles el Lo Ly
herd of hinds and stags. Both herds were

stalk before beginning the long hike back 1o the estate house.

Walking sticks came In handy for steadying
binoculars. Powerful

o pick up the deer across

the moorland.

undisturbed and feeding on the hillsides
ahead of

hinds were_disturbed, they
Would spock hesag. The berd ofinde
mbered more than

Tered il © out ight about
out while the large mixed herd
that far directly ahead of us. He said there
were at least 75 stags and an equal number
of hinds and calves

breeze biew the smell of decr
into our nosril. My head began pound-
ing as we cautiously advanced t0 the ridge
o asses the situation. | saw several large
stags through my binoculars, and when
viewed through Dan's bigger glasses, they
looked even more impressive. But if we
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disturbed the herd of hinds on our right,
all would be lost, It was now approaching
‘midday, and both herds were beginning to

d down.
Dan studied the situation methodically
and decided we should at least try for one
of the sag i the far herd. The drenain
level in my body i
began to pound even harder
b cage. He said it would be a long a
difficult stalk with maybe a 10-percent
chance of succeeding. We would have to
backirack and circle away from the herd
of hinds to get closer to the stags, but even
it would be a very long shot at best. My
1y long shot with my
own rifle would be a comfortabl
lenge, but trying such a shot

with

borrowed rifle could prove disastrous,
However, there was no alternative, so
agreed it was

worth a try.

Backtracking was not difficult, but
losing sight of the quarry increased m,
anxiety. Would the herd remain there
‘while we circled, or would we come upon
‘an empty hillide in a couple of hours? We

other herd

ahead. Thre rc bedded in the
o b i ey
cuds, Nicking their ears to dislodge fies
‘and midges and watching for danger. The
range was t0o great for me to be confident
T could make a clean kill with the 243, We
watched the herd as Dan tried to figure
10w to get me closer.

“The other herd was now directly (o our
right. Any route taking us cl
stags would expose us 0 the watchful eyes
of the hinds. 1 was determined not to

atiempt a shot for fearof
wounding a stag. We weighed the options
and decided to try stalking closer 10 1

stags by crossing the open hills — exposed
o the other herd. If the hinds spotted us,
they alerting the herd with the.
stags and ruining any cha
However, I preferred that 10 trying a long.
shot with a chance of wounding a regal
‘We took off anything that might reflect
light and placed our binoculars inside our

ds a
stalker. We. )lmvly

could ot risk exposing ourselves to the Dan, me, then the
on our right so there was no  slithered on our bellies across the of
lope. Once, we topped and waited for at

the hillside as we stalked them. An hour
e our way through the
heather. Dan was a true strategist, He
tided s througherodd s nthe e,
along meandering. stream courses
hrough hidden depressionson th hee of
the moorlan, I had long sine lost al
se of direction, but I knew Dan had

e began picing s oute more slowly
now so Tk g closer to
‘where the st o e batraced
o ek sl 3 s oo
depression in the heather while he and I
crept ahea if we could spot the
erd. We crawled on our hands and knees
for 100 yards until we could se the hillside
through the heather. The herd
there, peacefully bedded down on the
sunny slope about 00 yards ht
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A song Roree | raeded
Savty I i s 103 10 boog ondod

least 1S minutes when one of the hinds got
od looking in our direction.

continied_forward_sga
through the wet heather towards the herd
vas figuing; the reslnt hesthr had

‘The Jargest of the three stags was Iy
broadside to me. I planned to shoot while
it was stil lying down. Dan said no; 1
would be twice as large when
So_we wait
then 20 minutes, and
Sinaly 8 bind and et al goi up n the
s left. The calf nursed

Taite the began 10 yader o

action triggered a response from the whole.
herd. One by one the hinds got up and
began to mill around. The three large stags
in the middle of the herd arose almost in
unison. The three stood there calmly
surveying the hillside. The largest was
i the other two whict

broadside angling slighty u
oy el 8 v oo
s shoulde, | said a slent prayer and
slowly squeezed the trigger. The crack of
the rifle shattered the peace of the moor

Recoil caused me 10 lose track of the
stag for a brief momen, but Dan quickly
reassured me. He was waiching the stag
through his binoculars. When I shot, he

wer the quick,
T was on cloud nine as [ slowly.
extracted the spent 243 case and replaced
the leather caps on the scoy

clean kill

hould be brought to the killite, After the
fire was built, the young deer stalker and |

I
and only then did I realize we had bee

u

Following a relaxing lunch, we loaded
the stag on the horse. To quiet the horse,
Frank removed i jucketand ted it v

already to th
front of my coat, Aler 8 ful bour of
slithering on our bellies, Dan stopped and
yaie for me 1o move up to s ide.
When 1 got there, 1 saw the problem.
Between us and the stags was @ wi
expanse of ground with insufficient cover
in. Dan
asked if | wanted to try  shot from here,
It was my only chance — try a
shot from here, or call it a day and go
home empty-handed. | felt confident |
could make it, so 1 decided to take the

the horse's
gl e oo
tied securely with the head centered to the
rear for balance. An hour later we reached

sensations, the adventure and the long-
term excitement of the hunt are ctched
deeply in my mind. | the most of

e i o DY
a red st
LR g




