THE MOUNTAIN SHEEP OF AMERICA

By ANDREW |. STONE

T IS very near to the century mark
sine our intoduction, but only with-
in a few ye began to

know these creatures. We h:ani of them
ing in the rugged mountains,

ing massive horns and capable of Joing

wonderful things, prominent among

which was that they would, wnhnul hesi-

tation, leap from lofiy peal ing on

among the Himy) many fect be-

yury.
n wrote of them in 1852; but his
dencripion s o longer of valus, other

than as a bit of history, and many ideas
that the naturalist then’ entertained have
iven place to the more perfect knowledge
abtained through extended observation.
ey are a part of a group -mm. nsti-
e the genus Ouis af wolo o,
are rumis
gl [l p« =l
ent horns composed of conical epidermic
sheaths, encasing and supported
esses of the frontal bone. In all d
{nep of Acmeria the horns are bl
both sexcs, though much smaller in the

%

et
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female. They are wigonal in section, hav-
ing always three more or less distinetly
marked surfaces, the upper one being
divided by edges running longitudinally o
the axis of the hom, in some species
y promineat, in others ounded off.
They are also marked by numerous trans-
verse ridges, more or less prominent, vary-
ing, with different species, and they pre-
sent a strong more or Ies cure,
s in direction in dif
s, The. teth resenbls geoceal, tioee
of the other ovidz. The upper incisors
and canines are entirely wanting, their
Hm
. These
are eight in number, all much alike and in
close contact; the outer pair represent the
canines, the rest the incisors.

g eyl g SN
eoiiat sad handeumot o e Wil aale
mals. They are the most perfect combina-
tion of strength, hardihood, en\iummt
agility, beauty, and_grace. are the
o elicar ' thele i, aod e maoet
artistic in temperament. Their home is
the most picturesque, and their food the
daintiest. They are cxtremely timid in the

presence of their enemies, but courageous
in battling with the many forbidding cle-
ments to which their lives in the high
mountins e cxposed.
They mnge through the gresest depeh
of lataude of an) y Gty of e e
 Natiac, 2hd e Tovdoetily
wild. No wild animals are further re-
moved from domestication; they find_the
most congenial home in the pure ai of the
wildest mountain countrics
<ffors 10 transplant and domesticate them
s been ﬁulums
o Indian wadiion they once
lived in the Inw lands when the carth was
yet in dar n the carth was
Tihend and the rage of 66 von okt sad-
ienly upon them, they were scriously
frightened and fled to the mountains,
ere_ they have ever since remained.
Indians are not our most reliable source
of knoviedge in tcing the eudy history
of our animal life, but their story
S Toriohaide) B s e nel o
much greater changes having taken place
in the habits of many of our wild animals.
Many names have been given to the first
species of mountain sheep discovered in
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America, and it has required carcful in-
veatigaioa 1o _trace the < pory between
canadensis and cervina re de-
scribed by smarest as O(u cervina in
1804, bu it is now generally admitted that
Shaw doncibed Theo 32 0o emdeuss,
1803, and there is but lirtle doubt

canadensis will be recognized in scientific
circles as the name they are fully entitled
to_bear, and it is now pmmumJ by ma
of our best informed zodlogists as of un-
questionable _priority

The type loc

the Ovis canadensis
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to their relatives farther north, nor do
their pastues become oy and parched ke
those Tranged by their relatves in Califo

nia and Mexico. They

graze the lirdle

wn into the valleys to the ba
large streams. They are the largest and
have the heaviest bones of any of the
American wild sheep. The horns of the

males are massive, curve close to the head,

TP s o G e i o gty S Sl o o I

Shaw, s the Rocky Mountins of Albers
high mountain ranges from

priy ehonpeli
the héad waters of the Frasor pud the
Peace sivers are the limits of their range
from north to south. The Bad Lands of
North Dakota and the Cascade Mouns
in Washington are their most casterly and
westerly ranges.

e territory occupied by the Ovis cana-
densis is most likely the best suited o the
development of these animals of any range
picd by wild sheep in America. They
do not experience the long winters known

are decply comugated on the upper edge,
are very much flaened, and acquire 3
reater size than ay of the other

it fliond

of more than 20 inches, and 1 have meas-
ured them 194 inches in circumference at
the base and 524 inches long around the
curve. The tips are directed forward and
up, and are usully very much broken in
the older animals.

The color of almost all animals varies
with the different scasons of the year and
the condition of the pelage, and the vari-
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ous s |e-nfdwlhe do not give us any
ok v & Tha getiaal cob

light brown or tawny color when the coat
coat grows longer, it

grows darker, until in many of the adult
males it reaches a decp wood brown tinged
slighly wich o b gy or lead coor
There is a dorsal stripe somewhat darker
than the rese of the balns wsully proci:
nent, the face is ashy brown, the
brown, the under and inner
legs._tawny

Eighny-oad yous clapeed boforws oved
variety of mountain sheep in America was
discovered. Then was the white sheep of
northern North America discovered by
Mr. E. W. Nelson, in 1884, and named
dall in honor of Professor Dall, of Wash-
ington, D. C.

Dr. D. G. Ellott, of the Field Columbian
Muscum, Chicago, in a synopsis of the,

i
localty of the Ovi dadh sy Fort Relige
on the Uppﬂ Jokon, Dewon City s the
f Colorec uddle Rack shecp, descibed by
Wn maday, director of the New
York Zodlogical Society. OId Fort Re-
liance ‘and Dawson City are in the same
localty, and T cannor belive it possible
« both vasieties live in the vicinity of
Dawwn and Reliance. Whether Mr. Nel-
specimens at this point in the
flah, or simply secured some doy i of

as

Indians that had brought them to Fort Re-
ance from some distant hunting grou
T have no means of knowing, but [ am per-

suaded the latter must be correct, as | do
not believe the white sheep range near
sweon o anywhere o the Uppér Yukon.
The whits shosp (Ovi et age ol of
the Rocky Mountains from the Liard River
north to the Arctic Coast and west to the
Noatak and Kowak rivers in northwester
laska. Their range extends south from
the hesd waters of the Colgille River,
o

across the + and across

kon, d.. genenl rend of the
Yukon'hills into the mountainous country
bt ol i
River; from there it spreads to the cast
.nd e Extending cast through the

mountains at

% Koiakowimy, eheogh the Swaniton
country, and in the mountains west of the

ek Rive, thee #outh. to s Copped
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ver, west to the Kinik, down into the
Kenai Peninsula country, and further west
around the north of Cook Inlet on the
Upper Nushugak and throughout the
region of
The Ovis .Mh m\upy n.e o ity
range of any sheep in the world, and the
o et ety b et Amerke
They are white the year round, but in sum-
mer the ends of the hairs are tipped with
rust, ghving, the coat an appearance 35 i
soiléd by sleeping or rolling in clay. In
Wicko 1 G e ey sy sk Ak
most_perfectly whi are not so
e as Ovis canadensis and their bones
are not so heavy. Their homs grow to
as those of cana-
densis, but are never nearly so heavy,

ference ar the base. They are more round,
much lighter in mlal, not so deply comu-

only exception being that the ol
climb into slightly more rugged and
sec] regions in the summer months.
next to ibed were the black
ilionp of sabArct Amaecce, diecvered by
the writer in the Che-on-nee Mountains at
the head waters of the Stickine River,
Northwest British Columbia, in 189, de-
scribed by Dr. J. A. Allen, curator of ver-
tebrate zo0logy at the American Muscum
Natural History, New Yok, in 1997, and

named stonei, in honor e discoverer.
T oot o s
mountains north from the head waters of

the Peace and Frazer rivers as far as

source of Pelly River. They are the hand-
somest of the American wil d\« and the
darkest, shading from a to

shading s el o
and acros the o, lgh to medium gy
in the face and white on the

the bely, and on the inside of the thighs.
They are marked by a dark dorsal stripe.
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Like the Ovis dalli they range entieeh
shove the timber Tine. They and the dali
are almost identical in size, and their
ik vy gt i clor, b the
3 m grown by the v stoni 1a
caciely differeat from’ that of any of s
Telatives, being delicate In pateera a0
Curving gracefily out from the hesd in
sweeping coil thar readily distinguishes
6, In this it more hearly resembles the
vl of Gl A than oy Amei-
can sheep, The white rump patch is very
whice and s I such
the dark color of the i
1 render it very striking, The type local-
ity of the Ovis stonei is in the Che-on-nee
Mountain, the very heast of the runge.
Closcly following the descripton of the
Ovis stonei in 1897 came that of the Ovis
nelon, discovered by M. E. W. Nelson,
of the Death Valley expedition in the
northern continuation. bf the Funeral
Mountains, locally known as the Grape
Vine Mounains, dlong the boundary line
of Nevada. and_ Califoris, and destribed
by Dr. C. Hart Merriam, of the Biological
Society of Washington, Ten specimens
cured, from which their’ peculiar

reat_contrast with
of the animal as

from Texas to Californi

Says Dr. Merriam: “Compared with
Ovis stonei recently described by Dr. Al-
len, the contrast in color is even more
marked; but the pattems seem to be the
same, and the darkening of the under parts
and legs is also a_character of sonei.”
Type locality, the Grape Vine Mountains,
of the barren deserts of Southem Califor-
nia

Dr. Merriam describes the Ovis melsoni
as similar to Ovis stonei in pattern of
coloration, but much paler; rump patch
sl s commgledly Gvidod ou’ waotin
ling; tail short and slender; molar tecth
very small; upper parts, except rump

atch, pale dingy brown; under parts and
s mmih darker, contrasing shaiply wieh
white arcas; inner_aspect of thighs and
posterior of fore and hind leg;
white.

Almost four years elapsed after the de-
scription of Ouis mlumyrlidrhuu( additions
to the number of specics, when Wan. T.
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Hornaday's description of the Ovis £
anni was_closely followed by Dr. C. Hare
Merriam's description of the Ovis mexi-
canus,

The specimen examined by Mr. Horna-
day was that of an adult male, secured by
M. Henry iy, N,
W. T., and named in honor of M. John
Fanin, curator of the Provincial Muicum
of British Columbia. The specimen was
n in midwinter and descril as fol-

2
F

snow white. Entire

except as above,
brownish gray, giving the appearance of 4
white animal covered by a gray blanket.

This color is produced by a nearly even
mixture of pure white and bl
The gray color covers the shoulders
from the insertion of the neck downward
to the knee, where it fades out. On the
outside of the thigh the gray color grows
paler as it d:s«l\dlg, untl af the hock Joint,
it fades out entircly. The posterior edge
of the thigh is white. The lower portion
of the inner surface of the thigh partakes
of the gray body color, but is somewhat

P Ga the foak edge of the thigh, and e
tending down to the hoof, is  conspicuous
band of dark brown, 144 inches wide, which,
below the hock joint joins rather abruprly
the pure white hair which covers the sides
and rear edge of the leg. A similar brown
Sand s down the Boat of the v
leg, from knce to hoof, similarly backed up
posteriorly with white. The tail is similar
in color to the body, but much darker,
a thin line of dark brown hair connects
with a gray mass of the body
e clear, transparent, even amber-like,
milar to the horns of Ovis dalli, when
clean; annulations, numerous and well de-
fined; a slight groove under the superior
angle is - Eep s that o Ouis sme,
In the type specimen the horns do not
spread as in Ovis dalli and stonci.
During extensive travel in the north 1
ind the habitat of this

ever directly
penctrated its country or collected any
specimens.  Its range comprises a very
large portion of the watershed of the

er Yukon, covering the extensive
mountain country of the lower Stewart
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River, the Macmillan, the Ptuy. the Lewis,
it svem, ranging et fom the
wcslt!n lla of the main range o[ the
Rocki mountains cast oeg; Tan-
m Rive, They go mors s the tiesber
’)ﬂ the dalli or stonei.
nt of the series to be described wil
Ovis mlxmlmn. collected by Mr. E. W.
Nelson and Me. B, A. Goldrman in the bar-
o0 sountrlng abows Take Sacts Madk
e

ut lighte: thea
horns massive, dark, not
stongly outcud; hoos an lar-

ger than in Ovis canadensis; cars_long and

cal range of the mexicanus is not yet
known.

Dr. Merriam having found differences in

the skulls of the sheep of the western
Dakotas and_those of Montana, and Al-
berta, has described the sheep of the
western Dakotas as a sub-species of Ovis
canadensis and named them Ovis cana-
densis auduboni in honor of Audubon, who
shisined some specimens from chere in

e female of all the difient species.
wear homs the character of which are very
much alke. They e quite flat, dightly

ulated, grow upard and bad . 564
os height rare :mc:edms egh

inches.
“The dsbution of the norhern -
ctics and the range occupied by cach is
e cen Cearly deined, There s more 1o
however, concerning the ranges of
e cpecilly of

will be ex

the southern varieti

interesting to know just how i
their ranges extend.

“The maiamun age of wild shecp, 1 be-
lieve to be about sixteen

The general range of is now
pretry well known, and it is hffSny prob-
$hie har many more species will bt added
to the list. The following tble gives the
measurements (in millimeters) and the
dates of description of the species at pres-
ent known:
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is a list of measurements
fmm a m series of Ovis dalli taken
by e i the Rocly Mouatains 6630 N. in
the summer of 1898 (measurements in
inches

TR
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mingle in large bands of various numbers,

according - rh:y are_plentiful in any

paw the snow

ium e e e

inches deep, but they usually keep to high
{ablelands where the winds keep the

any more protec-
tion from the elements than what rh':v find

the sery bottom of the anyons.
The dall, the stonei, and the fananni
i i, throughout_the

ing severe storms, and will huddle closely,
the lide fellows crouching alongside the
older ones for warmth and protection,
while many of the adult males and
ronger animals get restless, and prowl
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bous, wlk the bighes sidges, and lbble
indifferently at the single spears of grass
found peeping through the snow here and
there. &h‘n the storm breaks they will at
oncs et o 0 Lome fsdng. g, o
which they have a most perfect

They EwwiSine: vn: b

ul
try was buried decp in
quently happens, however, that_during
ms they remain in some small rocky
the winds drift the snow across

N
their way out and their superior strength
is often put to a severe test, but the road
made by them is of great advantage to the

weaker and younger animals, the
winrer seaon the older males hvays lead
the way from one feeding ground o an-
urh!r

All through the northern mountains
there. wre. high tablelands of ‘varying ex-
tent, where the winter winds snow

away suficienty for the sheep 1

m}?. she oy bladerof g, a1 on
they range mosdy and may be found
T s B
a8 many s three hundre

“The ‘dalli is the only species found
Asctic America, and the long An:nc
nights hold o very great tero o

was
ber and T was towling east from Her-
schel Tand along the Arcic Const. We
were cutting across a_ point of
tmidod o the sk and had mched
quite a high elevation at the foot of some
ey rgged mountain idges. The weather
was very cold (the thermometer registe
ing ahout 40° below, Fahe), but clear and
quite calm at the foot of the mountains
where we were. It was about noontime,
and, although we could not make lunch or
boil tea for want of fucl, 1 decided to give
the dogs a short rest after their long, hard
climb. - There had been no sun in this lati-
tude for weeks, and stoms of the worst
sort had been frequent, The country was
barren of trees and shrubbery of every
kind, and the white mountains looked
ied deep in snow. I usually kept mov-
ing moderately while our dogs were rest-
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and on this occasion 1 was

litle knll viewing with admiratan e

wonders of my surroundings. To the

y the great white limitless frozen

ocean; to the south rose the towering

white mountains. The scene was a_per-
fect, spoes white, One of my Esq

ux o' look. Glancing in'the

Sirection that e was pointing 1 could

make out the outlines of moving objects

on the very crest of one of the highest and

2 mountan ridge.

my rmm“‘ vered

acing a

sight them. There were two magnificent
s wivh heary homs, thiee females, and

and jowed one
Hind the” othes 1 this” order, froquently
stopping for a moment to glance about,
but were making no effort t feed and were
evidently following this rid
feeding ground to another.
ust nlmntmly lighted o give their out-
Ln ly, and 1 never gazed at ani-
mls Toih raors. sdmisation than 1

o magalicior sine  thay ablad
peouslyy Wit hawls St Mk, sibiows
ctted s0_perfectly against the cold blue and

puﬁ: .
lv for months i those igh, b
fen, snow-covered, and storm-swe

the old rams leave the general herd
steal into_the highest mountains, gradually
working their way, as the snow leaves the
higher clevations, into the very highest
meadows. These are g:luull\ mall, buc
numetous, and almost aways shut in
mgd; ki e v

an, undenng thara slmcet esdnly free

game hunters. Tn these high pastures, sur-
el oo o e
ice that arc piled so decp in many places
that the short summers cannor destioy
them, they live a_quict, peacful life,
cxchange their old cous for new oncs.
ey have their entire new coat by the
middle of July, and it s then they begin to
take on flesh rapidly. By the last of Sep-
tember they are very fat; in fact 1 have
scen them in August so fat that they
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{cemed burdened under the great weight of

G companions, one a
white mun sod the other s, Indian, bi h
up in the Che-on-nee Mountains, N. W.
é’ huning Ous sonci. We reached 3
high point about 11 A. m.
seural Bigh ridges, axtendod . diffzreat
directons. 1 decided we would take up
positions overlooking these ridges and
ey iy Wi
located hemsee for the purpose, o twp
over one hundred yards apart. We
mmp: ourplcesabout an hou,and be-
sides being chilled by the high mountain

ad very much patience in
"ﬂzf“ animals to come to me (the
e of an Indian’s hunting), and
was just thinking of abandoning my posi
tion when 1 heard a low whistle, and,
ing around, saw the Indian beckoning
o Liached bim he pointed 0 3 patch
of snow almost and taking my
glases 1 i nee two sheep, one stand-
ing and the other Iing down on the snov,
was then in the monl h of August and
m Todian remacked, “Sun warm; i, am
e e e Wil
e two animals soon left the snow and
worked their way up the ridge to within a
quarter of a mile of us, and again lay down
on a patch of snow, where they remained,
i most of the time for more than
g el e v
fore sundown and they were so fit that 1

Iways descending the moun-
tain sides to 4 convenient pasture, working
their way to a high ridge for their noon-
day siesta and again 2t evening, when

ey poe cut 2 hallo basin n  bed of
Unpoadd i ing_place for the
e TE eyt Tolt Cimiied they
b Kep o the same localiy all summer
and may at night abway nd on one
oF two e thecs tidges best suise to them,

The e ¢ pltnos of
dighy lower clemtion the
appearing snow the lat of Apeil and fint
of May, bring forth their young. Some-
times twins, but not often. It is really a
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pronder thnr they rear any, but they do
bring up a goodly per cent. in spite of

olien welviiise, e, wd ot sei-

mals. The ewes generally keep together in

comsdeable & s e € s band of
ige back and forth over a few

il o e il plaess; through

out the entire summer.

ind a more interesting study

fanges suited to them are more restricted
in numbers, and are often more difficult to
locate than_those of the rams. I had
hunted ~on-nee extensively in 96
without finding a single trace. In 97 1 de-
termined to find them, because 1 wanted to
sccure specimens and 1 wantes
in what kind of country they ranged.
With one companion 1 made the usul
hunt for sever: ys without success. 1
then resolved to lmvel straight away
hioughthe moypainsunil 1 fond some

i i ng
oo and, wlaceog Frosy n?' camp outfit
one canvas shee, on: © i of bankees, owo
small one. oat-

a T mm e
ed carly one morning for a high level
plateau that I had often seen from
Summit of the mou
At four o'clock in the afternoon, we
climbed a high wall and ourselves on
the edge of this plateau. For a mile or so
T saw no sign of sheep, and the pasture
was not suited to them, all of which was

hes
which lay against the sides of the ek

rounded hill that rose here and there from
the surface of the plateau. I watched
se unil neay dark and. then
tetired to a deep canyon for the nig
For tireg dap 1 mcenaion T scught 1
bunch, oflh«p about sunise every morn-
followed them all day, keeping
ﬁnmﬂy of the wind and dodging them
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fnking ioog dke et With
:’ypm' oF powerful glascs 1 could ofien
by theat 20 pil oy carhilly Srudy
the olox of thai sout. were seven
ekibe, o, owe: Wil das mthen: Thags
were nine ewes of different ages, two three-
ya-old rams, and thee younger anmal.

quart
of '« mile, moving b-ck and"orth
gently as if swaye wind. No one
animal fed constantly, but as the bunch
moved forward, those in the lead fre-
quently lay down and waited for the others

o fod pas them, when they would jum
up and join the rear ranks ap
ing s e mmat
w ger up instantancously, as though not
 socond of thought whe i o the s,
Sometimes the animals lying down would
allow the bunch to feed past them some
distance, when they would spring up as
suddenly as if frightened and run rapidly
until they overtook their mates, then stop
and g s quickly ‘as if their
1o dopeeitod o Tmimaata food, The
lambs would play and frolic about very
much as domestic lambs do, but would

tion of the mountain goat. Never, during
N ays’ watch, did T hear  single
bleat. Every night this band would
a1 the top of the it rocky ridges whic
 platcau, and every morning
¢t eleven o'clock they would leave. the
st el ol ot $0p,f cene o thoee
s, remaining among the rocks and v
about on the decomposed rock or shale
until three or four o'dock n the after-
noon. None of them would [
at a time and there were always five or six
of the bunch playing around in a carcless,
lazy sort of manner. But there were no
seninls on watch, 3 we s often s pic
o

At the end of the third day T secured
one female as a specimen and aimed to get
her lamb, but it was behind some rocks
and off with the herd too quick for me.
The band was terribly frightened and left
the plateau entircly.

The next morning 1 set out to follow
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m in hopes of securing a lamb. 1 had
oadad st three miles and was climb-
i v roc when just as 1 was

bunch and my first impression was that 1

might be near. them againy bu 1 soon di-
corered that the animal coing
o A o e, plchige Loty ead T

among the rocks to await pig
ot seé me und kept. comming n my direc-
tion, slowly for a hundred yards or
30 at a time and then stopping to look
around o & moment, Wheh it cime quite
near | m\lld hear it bleat occasionally, but
very low. It was hunting its mother on the
lmk ik of the bu".f

Bl e e come o 3 i e,

the cilion of coie e teios 1 U

e of - wonded el Ny et
within me st the thought ‘of shooting ¥
B vt e e el e
do, and besides T e have 8 epecionce

T rarm. 0t & wounded sheep, Setess
face. death bravely
ng fomales always
remain with the ewes all the summer
choough, and the yeuiing males remain
with them most of the fime, but the
T3 hene veths ol rameiare, the Gutl
makers. I have often followed the trail of
the wil sheep, through the mounieine with
thio groutudt SntErost. Wondeting Wi (e
many hoofs it must have taken to wear
farrows 1 found.in the solid rock. The

young
largely responsible for the well-wom trails,
They never what to do with ther
selves.  They feel that it is not st digni-
fied to remain with the ewes and yous
sters, 404 the old rams high up In the
mountains disdin, thic company. So in

his restless, unsettled position they travel
oSk B Bt M he . o
lowing the same route scores of times cach
summer. They never acquire the flesh that
the old rams do, for which this restless
travel s responsible. In the fourth year
the males begin o assume the dignificd
£ the adule and,

manners of
fully grown until in the b they
commence to try their strength for su-

premacy. It is not, however, until they

are fully grown that d do bartle
. No animals fight more viclowly

Wan'a pair of full-grown rams by bur
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they back up, and run at cach other with
all their power, coming together with aw-
ful force. It is in the head chat they can
stand the heaviest blow, and when one of
the combatants allows his anta
strike him in the body, he generally suffers
seroudy. The only sound erer made in

bartle s that of the pounding of
Baada and otns; the venquhe ]
accepts his defeat in silence. The victor
rarcly displays any mercy and will often
follow

his hours in an effort to
inflict further wounds. The southern ani-
mals are the greatest fighters and the ends

oF s homs of the Cois tenadears are
nearly ttered off because, being
50 close to the side of the head, the ends of
the homs often receive the full force of
the blow from

in h:ule which cause the skin to grow
1 have killed specimens where

T skin as fuly fre-clgheha ‘of an o
thick and almost grown fast to the nasal
bones. And in many instances the hair
was completely worn off. The males of
the northern varieties fight, but not so

in a large number sccured by
me in different localities 1 rarely found
cither the hors or the noses of the ani-
mals seriously battered. The old story
that the rams jump from iy alighting
on their heads among the rocks many fect

ractise no m)‘ thing. They leap down
L bt they slways sien o land
Wherever the rams go the
ig will go, and the latter have

on their &er

h" no superior. 1 once locate g

g e than a

te
to the top of the cliff. Pretty soon 1 could
Bl thets travllg 1 s, OF the CLE
and 1 could tell by the sounds which way
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ey wece going. T ran sa fat a0 T could
e a1 e o
ink of the high
vards ahead. T
Bred o furciod shot, Jut s ey o e
Ad wand ke 1 1, i Gad 1o T
cithe of then, and ey wer soom sl
i of roal

U eptging and v i onc by
dred ot ﬁ&{x of where they had

Ihud nimal showed uj

Bench about three bundeed foet below,
With me were three splendid young In-
dians and one of them bad with fim & loog

rope, but with the aid of this <% by tr
every possible means of descent we coul
not get down that cliff any

where the animals came up, and weré com-

pelled to leave our specimen untouched,
although we were badly in need of food
and that ram represented the only food
in ..gm

the possession of Mr. Madison Grant,
:«mm ‘of the New York Zoological So-
the head of  Bour-yesecold racn
whn.h I secured in the Rockies, about 66°
North latitude, whose performances are
worthy of record a showing the footing
and endurance of these anim:
dians T had with me on this ip were 28
wretched hunters as Indians can posibly
be. Onz of them reported in

viouly wed up ncly oo hundred
ammunition wxrhmn sccuring a single
ol and ieve that he had
feally ‘crigpled ons, 1 am very much
avene to leaving crippes i, the moun-
owever, and 1 decided to take all
my hzlp the following morning and lool
for this one. We rounded the crest of a

tion hunting. and I remained alone to
await results, Two or d rs had
Slpeod when T heard  Ballootag, e looke
ing down the canyon in the direction from
which the sounds came, saw
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working his way up the bottom and could
make out the ram hobbling along among the
rocks some distance ahead of him. 1 could
not at first understand what the Indian
ut soon concluded that

it reached the top. 1 felt pity for the
sl ipshid § el gl o
1 should have tried o save it the climb,
but as it was 1 could only wait. 1 had no
thought of filing to put an cod to i I
when it came u of the can-
yon, and had taken a T e
one’ hundred yards from where 1 expected
it As it ood oo top T sew the et
h was crushed, th hnnxmg iy

5, and, turning its head in my direction,
e straight at me without moving. 1
ired at its shoulder. It

pleely over. T vas so satisied dhat T had
illed it that 1 dmprd my rifle and
started forward. 1 had scarcely risen to
my fect when the ram was up and off,
ing at a remarkable specd, his Ift hind
swinging in the air like a pendulnm
ot i he of
 and
then 1 wear afer Firo, rifl in pand 6 Bt
as 1 could go, but he disappeared over a

wie peschal
top of & high spinl rock that rose sbeuptly
fob the f.,’égpnr e ciron i ol

two hy rds us. 1 could not
Shoot him theres for 3 T did he would have
tumbled off and gone to pieces on the rocks
below, 1 sent the Indians down to drive

stood watching the fellow,
wondering what he wot and feel-
sk a the ibo«ghr of his suffer-

n he saw the Indians coming he

et down the ekde of thar tock siaont 49
soon far ahead of

The Tadisos then sepersd and con
menced a long chase up and o
b S S Moo
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two of them gave out and came back to
where I was. 1 could sce every move, and
T began to think that the ram must possess
several lives. The third Indian kept on,
but was a long way behind the ram, which
had tumed back toward our position. It
came up the caryon unil st about even
with us, when it tumed directly toward u
Up & lrdle side chayon, Clisblog o &

e Sl ey

the cavern, and could see that it was lying
down. At length the Indian climbe
where he could see the ram, but he could
not get ir, and I knew that if he shor it
where it was, he could not get it. He com-
menced pelting the wounded ram with
stones and it jumped up, came to the
mouth of the cavern and after a_moment’s
hesitation, tumed dircctly around the fce
of the cliff, that to all appearances was
almost perfectly srsight up and down
without any visible old. ‘Tt proceeded
for abour ity feet around the face. of
the dliff, and then, as if to show us just
what a ram could do, it tumed completely
around and wi ack to its starting
goint o lesped 1o he rocks flly Bifeen
et belon, falling as it landed: Another
chase took place, ian bringing it
ovn wath 4 Shat n alE houe lowt, Tt
was w0 fearfuly’ mangled and its white
coat 0 saturated wit ihat 1 coud
ave oy the head, e pretty
Ball T had Fred at & had
ol o B side, just behind the
shoulder and ranged upward and back-
ward not far from the heart, passing out
at_the right flank. It had sustained most
panful injurcs the day before, had bled

rofuscly from the wound 1 gave ir, both
externally and internally, and yet it not
only clung to life, but performed in a way

almost beyond the Dot e i i
nessed it.

depend for greatest protec
Hon ca theb Silbia u!ahxlmexp'nmq
sl isggngiigy o
in climbing use their knces inste g
forehoofs, Thais firt nstinet st the §
peouch of 4n Gusny s o vt fox the
mountain top, aiming if possible to get







rule was among the white -hecp of the
Northarn Rockins, which have o stnight
vy from me down the mountin, ros-
ing anyons below in preference to
sking the mountain 1 was on. The stor-
ies tod of rams ahvays standing on watch
whil at rest
crdy, visionary. My anists bave.se-
cepted this idea and many hunters believe
in it, and honestly enough, too. But 1
have’ frequently scen bunches of every
class of these animals perfectly uncon-
cemed, without a single member of d

'3 2

fay o slarsaed of

ruvel mpxd[v they lnpc and often ,mp
¢ long distances at . time

sometimes quite serious ones. On severa
occasions 1 have killed a female whose
Tower jaw broken, evider

been atly from
a fall on the rocks. They are fond of salt,

especially in the spring, and often vi
Ticks ryrl aas: whacs salty or brackish
oo fom the carth, where they wil
lc and gnaw at the ground
lves, wolverines, and cagles are their
ok s e R
fer extensively from these. Wolves are
apable of tking dovwn grown, anmal, bt
in’summer hunger seldom in em to
iake the struggle, sad in winter they
prefer lower altitudes. There are many
stories told of the lordly ram doing battle
vith wolves, which are on & par with the
story of their leaping from dizzy heights.
he old rams are cunning and in this lics
theis grestat safry. They ate perfecly
at home o iges, where
a0ty and if they can gain Wk 4 paition
v will, with one charge, hurl the wolf to
the ocke below, But by, this method of
battle only can sheep defend themselves
against wolf or_wolverine. It is not un-
common for a band to start a snowslide
and the whole ot to with it o
e dout, bt the o, frm sich cansss
is_inconsiderable
rospector and the white hunter
who Iivs 1 the movatains, sod the Tar
dians, who now all carry firearms, are re-
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sponsile fo the desrution of thes besu-
ndians used to snare

dum kﬂ] zh wu]\ arrows.
by hiding behind rocks near their trails.
n t is knm as Black Mountain,

just inside the Arctic Coast and to the
west of the Mackenzie delta there yer
stands a stone fence constructed by the
Tooyogmioots, a tribe o now

tinc, for the purpose of snaring the sh

ey It openings in the o of gl
dum\«l and ar openings set_their

" Amost llthe northern Tndians and the
Eskimo to the west of the Mackenzie, in
Northwest Teritory and Alaka, we the
skins of the sheep extensively for clothing,
and the horns of the animals are split and

steamed and bent into shape for spoons,
some of them very artistically.
1f American ruminants lived in flas, the
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buffalo would be nn lhe first ﬂmr the
m he first a

thied floors the sheep on the third and
fourth floors; and the goat on the to
this way one ety locae thein i
posions s t0
ing is an e port,
full my it and bad Climbing,
it does not dem: skill and
wooderaft of stil- h\mnns. it is one of the
randest sports in by Amercan
g game hunters, e experienced by
fewer of them than any other sort of big
game limiting.

1 have been caught in cold rains, hail
storms and in sleet and wet snows, high
up in the mountains when it scemed

would be chilled out of me in spite of
my best efforts to keep my blood warm.
have been caught on the face of rugged
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where T could scarcely hold on, weather was perfect, never put uy
nd storms would come' oweepiag  sheltr ducing the cnie i but st n
down and take such hold of me as o al-  the open. Near where we slep was 4 e
s \vrclk bl on the secks, During  mountain lake, cle:
weeks in the Rockies between 66° and 670 which flowed a stream of water,
North T have lived slmons without sheter,  the s0cw and almost a0 cold s . Around
experiencing every sort of storm. I havé s n
traveled all day in the cold rain and with
only a single pic of blnkets st in the feet deep. We kept our fresh
rain all night. One might live a rather d in the snow, which proved a
Tamurious saeap fife while buatig the meet convenient iwe bax, Every day wo
would climb these high ridges and trav
knoww such animals, he must actually live them for miles hunting sheep and vi

“The Sheep I Very Tenacious of Lif, Thi One, Severs Times Shot, Ld the Huters Many Mies Over Allbut Ipossible Clif

in their

ouny, prepared 0 follow them  one of the grandest panoramas of moun-
at ol tine of the your and under ol Kinds  ain scenery In .}.( world. 1 Left our camp
of conditions. 1 have spent months high ~one day with two men, a small picce of
o tha 0o uniis, md Bablg wnd Hanrs, [Caaouk oo pik oF babbess, il 1 g
ing these animals without tasting food pan. We had but little care as to where
rom civilized lands, sharing the life of night should overtake us, and just be-
my sevage help sod ing Rbo cleeseats fore vunoet 1 Milled two sagaificent e
without sickness or a cold. W et e e

ince, on the other hand, 1 camped in the  of dead willows and the three of us slept
Che-on-nce mountains just in_the mouth warm and comfortable on top of the picce
nyon and at the foot of high ridges  of canvas with the one pair of blankets
vhere the theep wee sccutomed o roge, vt un.
Our only fuel was a few small scrub bal-  This is the cheerful side of sheep hunt-
b il by e

of a ca




