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o assembled in a raw and
foggy December dawn at the
pecial siding in Heidelberg re-
served for the private train of the
Commander-in-Chief of the U. S.
Army in Europe (CINCUSAR-
EUR). Our party consisted of the
SAREUR
jcer and myself,
Polltal Advice cn the CINC
stafl. The was the annual
OMclal Jagd (hunt) of the Landes-
Neevimann Osternie) it Bigeor
e Dt oy i
-mh an official hunt r twice
and invites & dmmn st

st of civil and government loa
ers, from o

wind up t
brought with us more formal attire,
also hunting green, to change into
after the shoot.

‘e had an hour's comfortable

Micials, a company of gamekeepers,
80-40 students of the Hessian State
Forestry School for beaters and a
number of distinguished guests.

Other guests were arriving in a
steady stream of chauffeur-driven
Mercedes cars. Finally, the Gover-
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nor arrived dressed in appropriate
green, although a non-hunter, and
welcomed the many guests he knew
personally or by the evident marks
of their rank and status.

began the opening_cere-
tion to the Hunt blown on hunting
horns by a platoon of selected
Jaegers (gamekeepers). This was
ol by & ek id ity

the Hunt, the senior forester of the
Province, outlined the rules of the
day: What types of game were
shootable (cock pheasants, hens on
the final drive of the day

hares, rabbits and foxes),

tucbed to oar numbers otber then
the crowd into odds and
evens, although the dozen or 0 top-
ranking guests were singled out for
the best places.

When all the guns were posted,
we heard in the distance the horn
blast signifying the beginning of
the drive. Shortly afterward, the
Lt baews Up ol uawn the line
could be heard
orthe ubllant “Coekert
Hare) followed by &
vnlley of shote, After the firing,
came the line of beaters, whooping

Bofore a_hunting licenso can be issued

In Gormany. the hunier must pass a

{gorous sxamination. The cerlfcate above signifios the authar has don

tioned on gun safety and wished
the traditional Waidmanns Heil
(Hunter's salute).

As the horn blowers renewed the
Invitation to the Hunt, to the ac-
companiment of the howling of the
gamekeepers' dogs, hunters were
assigned numbers. T drew number

53, Then we filed off, even numbers
ith one senior gamekeeper, odd
ther,

was roughly at right angles to ours.
No particular significance was at-

came over at treetop height, but
from the firing it was evident that
each got some chances and some
got many. Finally, the beaters
reached the lines of shooters, and
the hunting horn signalled the end
of the drive, after which no one is
permitted to shoot, however tempt-
ing_the opportunity.

The beaters and the Jaegers with
ick up the

and hares were hung in rows, while
the shootera were led to their posi-
tions for the next drive.

Each drive lusted about an hour,



ding preparations and pick up.
After the third drive, everybody
assembled for lunch at picnic tables
ssion and served
Dol o sad oo
kind of thin

perienced at
Ticst & st gaas of Sobaabé 4
around to warm the heart and drive

out the December chill. Then a
solid meal of hot, thick pea soup
with chunks of sausage in
bread and beer and

ished with a flurry of shooting.

After the final pick-up, we found
and proceeded to an ap-
pointed lodge where a bonfire had
been kindled in the courtyard.
There, everyone assembled for the
ceremonial high point of the day,
the Streckelege, or laying out of
the day’s bag in rows in order of
rank. All Central European game
species are ranked according to
their “nobility”, with the Hirsch,
or sty . In our case,
cock pheasants
then hens, hares, p:
rabbits, below which

“miscellaneous,” such as
Jays and the like.

The total for each species was
solemnly announced, upon which &
selected group of horn blowers blew
the traditional motif for that w
mal. Next came a brief word from
the Grand Marshal, thanking and
congratulating the shooters f
safe, successful and pleasu
day. We then repaired indoors for
coffee and cake before changing to
cleaner and drier clothes.

The Governor's dinner was an-
other festive occasion, and emi
nently representative of what die
Jagd means in Germany
cipal entree was roast bo

tridges and
came. only

el
dared by tha sudents
Yoty Schon
a small book

tional
present

nd tr
and all

hunting

songs,

52

joined in during various selections
between courses and after dinner
There is & very wide selection of
German hunting songs which are
part of the ritual of the hunt. Every
German hunter knows them. At
one point, the Germans called on
the Americans to do our part. This
led to a minor problem, since hunt-
ing is not the social and ceremonial
occasion for Americans that it is
for Germans. We have no repertoire
of hunting songs. We got
couple of ragged ve
ken Jon Peel,” then fell back on
out the Barrel” for our enc
he final event of the program
which various
before a be-
wigged judge for breaches of hunt-
ing etiquette allegedly ~committed
during the day's shoot. These
ranged from firing before or after
the drive signals, to shooting & hen
pheasant in one of the early drives

Roll

elege, an insult to the spirit of the

fallen game.
Despite the impassioned and en

tertaining pios of the appoiied

defense counsels, the accused we

of coeres wtvsceally oumd glty,

They were sentenced according to

During the small game hunt, & wagon was used o ransport the game

the severity of the offense to one,
two or three shot glasses of

Jinapps downed on the spot. The
trial was conducted by plished
comics and ended the formal pro-

s
Shortly afterwards, we returned
to the train and on to Heidelberg,
leaving @ die-hard contingent of

Germans to a long evening of drink,
song and story.
Now die Jagd I've just described

Germany, including a
other gubernatorial _affairs.
general scheme and the philosophy
behind it were always the same.
For big game, it is different, but
for small game, die Jagd is almost

and ceremony and sociabilit
e as important as the shooting.

tion,

Although the standard
tion of die Jagd is “the hunt,”
s in fact little hunting to it. O

join the beaters in the drives, and
in a few, the whole party walks in

I never went on an invitation Jagd

which less than 25 shooters and
as many beaters participated. Hunt-
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ing American-style by just two or
three friends is rarely done.

‘This form of hunting has grown
out of the European aristocratic
tradition of landholding. Up until
World War 1, the royalty and the
nobility owned most of the agricul-
tural and forest land of Central
Europe, and jealously reserved all
hunting rights for themselves.
After the war, many aristocrats
were obliged to sell or lease their
lands and their hunting rights,

Where small holders split up the
large estates, the hunting rights be-
long not to the peasant farmer land-
owners but to the community. They
are leased by the community coun-
cil of euch district to the highest
bidder for ranging from
seven to twelve years. Former royal
holdings now belong to the state
and are guusrally resrved for VI2
hunting o s the one
1 have described

Even in the communist countries,
where all landholdings larger than
garden plots are state property, the
former hunting preserves are still
leased to hunting clubs,
Jagd is carried on according to the
old traditions.

If you want to hunt in non-com
munist Central Europe, you have
basically It you are
wealthy enough, you can find when
the lease on ble Revier, or
shooting preserve, is coming up at
auction, and outbid the many com.
petitors. The alternative is to de-
velop  wide acquaintance
those who have Reviers and depend
on invitations. Actually, this is not
hard, since one more reliable shooter
is usually an asset at the annual
shoot on most Reviers. There's no

place east of the Rhine where the
common man can take his dog and
gun for a day's hunting—no place.

Leasing a Revier involves a num-
ber of expensive obligations which
the lessor must assume over and
above the annual rental. He must
hire one gamekeeper for every so
many acres, He must provide winter
feed for the game, and he must pay
the farmers whose lands are in-
cluded in the lease for all legitimate
claims of damage done to crops by
. In a Revier with a fow

asions such 4

anddic

two options.

desira

tion can run pretty high. Then
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there are the costs of entertain-

ment at die Jagd.

ewards also, of course.

good
pretty popu-

by judiciously in-

Then,
cluding fellow-Revier lessors in his

invitations, he can be reasonably
sure of getting enough return in-
vitations to keep busy every week-
end holiday throughout the
long shooting season. A Revier pro-
vides a built-in asset for taking
care of most social obligations and
many important business contacts.
all game shot in a Revier is
He can sell it

brace of pheasants or a hare at the
end of the day's shoot

No ane in

barrassment in paying at the end
of the day for the birds he shot.
The sale of game seldom, if ever
balances the costs of leasing and
maintaining a Revier, but it helps.

The abundance of game in some

parts of Europe must be seen to be
Jelieved, Darly baga are often I
mendous. 1 recall one shoot on

which 1 Killed 19 cock pheasants
and several hares,

high gun by any
the game healthy

and T was not
To keep
it must be har

vested. After years of careful man-
agement and record keeping, game
managers know how much wildiife
any given Revier can support
Instead of applying bag limits,
the community councils set an an-
nual game harvest total, der
Abschuss plan, which
lessor must shoot off during the
vear or be subject to a fine or, in

that

leaseholders
game populations under control. It
is strictly enforced on all big game
which would otherwise do tremen

dous damage to crops and forests
The small

me season is long
in most of Germany. Duck shooting
opens in July, partridge at the be-

to 40 guns, and they
several

may have
hunts during the season.
Others go for one or two big bangs
with all the trimmings. The sight
of a single hunter, or a couple of

The day's bag Is ad out n & traditional manner according to each specie’s rank.




An important part of tha post-hunt ceremonies includes singing traditional German hunting ballads.

friends, working a hedgerow or a
tallow 6 s & rasity indesd, and
few Germans understand or sym-
the American intermt

suggesting that the
American hunting style should, or
will, become more European. Those
who make such suggestions dis-
regard the basic differences in social
and hunting ~attitudes ~between
Americans and Europeans,
European hunting is great if you
like that way of doing it, but it is
based an tight control by the few.
All land s in private or
ahi, The hoat ot sny Gerras
hunt is absolute boss over who may
shoot, what he may shoot and when
e may shoot. Sociability is ns much
an objective of a day's hunt as is
the shooting, and the idea of Aunt.
ing for th

There are two essential conditions
Examination of hunting license ap-
plicants and a requirement that
every hunter carry personal liability

sa

insurance to cover any hunting ac-
cident in which he may hurt some-
uecé damage prpeity

No one in Germany or Austria
seta » huntiang ficknse unti] ho hae
qualified for it b

types and characteristies of arms
and ammunition and their appro-
priateness for different types of

game, hunting traditions and cere-
monies and, most important, the
basic rules of gun safety.

T have hunted for vears,
but T had to study hard for two

and T took it in
even after successfully passing, an
applicant still does not get a license
until he produces evidence of his
financial responsibility in the form
of a hunters'

tion, but only if the insurance pol
fcy is kept current.

One of my boys passed the ex
amination while we were in ¢

many. He studied hard for it, and

the things he learned made him o
knowledgeable and reliable shooting
companion. This past season there
was a youngster in our American
deer camp who was about the age
of my son when he started. This
v diverted
g his 8080 with the

He shot at every move-
finally

More recently, as a friend and 1
returned by boat to our duck blind
on Maryland's © after
a lunch break, we passed another
blind occupied by three goons who
had rented the blind for the day
Just outside their stool floated a
freshly_shot, immature whistling
swan. Their reply to our forceful
protests was unprintable.
There has to be a compromise
between the German system and
our wide-open system which can
lead to a better image for the cur-
rently embattled American hunter
and better sport for those of us who
are willing to make an effort and to
accept the responsibilities. T believe
this compromise lies in better hi
ter quality control, -
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