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RANCH-LIFE AND GAME-SHOOTING IN THE WEST.

BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT,

Author of * HunTING Taips oF A Rancran, ”

I. THE RANCH

O see the
idity
with whicl
the larger
kinds of game
animals are be-
ing extermi-
nated throu
out the United
States is really
melancholy. Twenty-five
years ago, or cven fiftcen
cars ago, the Western
plains and mountins were
in places fairly thronged
th des; el siclope, and baffals ;
indeed there was then no other p
the world, save South ARica where the
number of individuals of large game ani-
mals was so lrge. All this has now been
changed, or clse is being changed at a
really remarkable rate of speed. The buf-
falo are already gone; a few straggling
individuals, and perhaps here and there
2 herd 5o amall that it San Dardly be called
e than a squad, are all that remain.
Gver four-Aifths of their former range
same fate has befllen the clk; and their num-
ber, even among the mountinous haunts,
which still afford

seions, There e but fow placss Ieh now

and prairies have done their work; and
these buckskin-clad and greasy Nimrods
are now themselves sharing the fate of the
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gume that has disappessed from before
their rifle:

Seill, however, there is, plenty of sport
to be had by men who are of a more or
css adventurous um of mind, and suffi-
ciently hardy and resolute to be willing to
stand rough work and scant fare; and of
course, exceping men who g0 out fospend
some months in traveling solely for pur-
posesof sport,no class s a9 much chance
fo get it as is the

plains of the West, and even range well u
on the foot-hills of the might central chain
of the Rocky Mountains. All of my own
hunting has been done simply in the inter-
wals of the numeroue dutics of ranch T ;
and in order to understand the way we set
out on a trip affer game it is necessary also,
to understand a liftle about the nature of
our homes and surroundings.

Many of the ranches are mere mud-
hovels or log shantics, stuck down in any
raw, trecless spot where there happen fo
 water and grass; but many others are
really beautifully situated, and though very
rude in construction, are still large cnough
and solid enough to yield ample comfort to
the inmares, One sich, now in my mind,

hich s placed in a bend of the Heart
siver, could not possibly be surpassed as

the_romantic bea

Sondings; My own Towe stasdson &
bottom of the Little Missouri nearly tw
miles in ength, and perhape Ll a mileor
over in wi ‘the brink of the cur-
et 1 the lie of stocp ud jngged buttes
that rise sharply up to bound it on the side
farthest from the river. Part of this bot-
tom is open, covered only with rank grass
and sprawling sage-brush ; but there arc

E

repraduce from Mr. Rocsevelé's * Fluning Trips of 2
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patches of dense woodland, where the brit-
e cotton-wood trees grow close together
and stretch their heads high in the
air. The house itsclf, made out of hewn
logs is in o luge open elade many acres
in xtent. Tt Fronts the siver with ite
longth of smy feer, and along the front
runs a broad veranda, where we sit in our
socking:ches in e summer cime when
the day’s work is done. Within it is di-
vidid e eyl soomms.; onie of Whicss s
where we spend the winter evenings at the
time when the cold has set in with a bitter
intensity hardly known in any other part

of the United Sures, A huge firplace
contains the great logs cfcednz )
wood; s

o ek the
Bk, while wolf and fox foms haos Fom
the walls ; antlers and horns are thrust info
the rafters fo serve as pegs on whic
hing coité il o,

In the glade, besides the house, there
are several other buildings, — a stable,
smithy, an ree sheds and ont-
houses besides a bigh, ciculr horse—or

with a snubbing-post in the center, and
« fonced-in patch of garden land. The
river itself is usually a shallow, rapid
stream that @ man can wade across, but
that cannot carry the lightest boat; but
when the snows melt, or after heavy rains,
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fimes dangerous to cross on account of the
uicksands ; but after a serics of freshets
Fe htle et can be i e simply
four or five feet of turbulent water runnin
£ 2 moving mass of an
three feet in depth, that fills the entire bed
of the stream. In ordinary floods there
vill emain cetain fords and mpide, chat
n be crossed ; but at times any horse
that dared o, attempt 2 passage, Ao mater
where, would be almost certainly lost.
Back from the river for several miles
extends a stretch of broken and intensely
gged country, known in plins Pazlancc
ad lands. ” It consists of cl
o spreadmg out
fnter able-Jands, and separated net-
Cevined und winding, wallens
Wi biheh SAt in.Svery Ihiraction,
When v pass chese bad lands we come o
open prairie, which stretches out on
in level or undulating expanse
r as the eye can reach. In a fow of
the gorges in the bad lands there are groves
ind-beaten pines, or dwarfed cedars,
fuconie ottt of the black Gl deer
A hunting expedition from the ranch
nceds but scant preparation, because all of
our business is carried on in
a

2

3

After cattle
the most comspicuus adjuncrs of a cow-
ranch are Everything is done, and
ihtont all ‘of eich day it speht, b the
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saddle. The horses run free in a band,
which s driven to the corral every day o
two, when the animals needed. at the mo-
ment are roped (no phiins-man, by the way,

ever on any occasion uses the word lasso ;
in its place he uses the verb to rope ; it is

sure sign of being % * tenderfoor ” to use
the formen), and the rest of the band agin
turned loose. rider goes

out among he ighboring cattie; and
from May to November most of the hands
are away from the ranch-house on the
different sound-ups. For a

or four men may go, nkmF
a pack outfit ; that is, cach
man taking a spare horse
on which his bedding, food,
and the indispensable brand-
ing-irons are pac] n a
longerr tip  vagon “nceded.
he regular plains-wagon
& pertce & ot sathe
heavy affair, or it would not
stand the rough usage to
which it is cxpos
needs a team of at least fo\\r
horses to handle it properly,
can carry a very large load, and with its
hooped canvas top offers a good shelter to a
small number of men in the event of a su
den night storm of rain. This is the wagon
take when going on a trip of any dura-
tion ;5 but for quick, light work we use the
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buckboard, This will carry a couple of
men and their trape in good syle, fan g0
almost everywhere, and moreover can
el moarly s st oy can & man o Bome:
Tack /A piiscan. dess ) backhoasd pess
fuly b if meely coing
soathonng mnd S B WG
it e ohen pi in  fednof four, who
owl us along over the prare. at 4 great
rate, — trotting or galloping: The stock-
Sacdics uoed throughout the. cow-country
o o huning tp, a¢
{5y have pockets in whichyaripes sridles
G o Tived, sl things can e tied.on
them almost everywhere, thanks fo.the
raw-hide strings with which they are plen
fflly provided. Thus  coule of sove-
Tope o, & brace oF yesuhis decis od a. g
back can be carried behind the saddle with
e e B anclmen and cov-bov
bty spend ther dags in the very cos
cume in which they hunt, —— broad hat, fan-

through thorns or to keep out the wet.
The same blankets and bedding that are
faken on a round-up of course do for a
hunting-expedition. Though we have a
tent we do not often use it, shiclding our-
selves from wet weather by sleeping under
the canvas wagon sheet. The cooking
untensils need not be very numerous ; a
kettle and a frying-pan, a * dutch-oven, ”

so called, and a half-dozen tin plates and
cups, with knives and forks, make up the

't over-extensive assortment. Flour,
bacon, salt, sugar, and tea or coffee are
the only provisions chat need be_ken
along. Of course 1 am now speaking
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merely_of short trips made from the
Hntho IE3e ke pser bt Wueh e
an expedition after bear and elk to the
Big Horn mountains," which would take a
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but this is of very lttle use for game. The
regular hunters use rifles, for the most part
Winchesters, although many of them still
camry the ponderous Sharps, of .40 or 45

caliber, carrying a long, narrow,

of extermination was waged on
the herds of the buffalo, and
than which no hunting-rifles in
the world possess greater accu-
racy, range, and penetration.
They are, however, very cum-
bersome, have but one shot,
and, now that the larger kinds

couple of months, we would need to make
much more ample preparations.

st every cow-boy carrics on his hip
a heavy Colt or Smith & Wesson revolver ;

! Described in * Hunting-Trips of a Ranchman. ™
Punam - New' o)

of game have do grown scarce, are giving
way to the handier Winchester. A ranch-
man, however, with whom hunting is of
secondary importance, and who cannot be
bothered by carrying a long rifle always
round with him ‘on_ horseback, but who,
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ncvetheles, wishes o have some weapon
which he can kill what game he runs
actoss, usually adopts a short, light saddle-
gun, 1 carbine, weighing but five or six
pounds, and of such convenient shape
it can e hung under his thigh alon ide
the saddle. A 4o—60 Winchester is perhaps
the e o sie e urpose, as it carrics
for and swaight, and hits Hard, and i 4
first-rate weapon for deer and antelope, and
e bR e against sheep,
elk, and even bear, although for these last
a Beavier weapon is of course preferable.

HOW WE RAN THE BLOCKADE.

There is thus very litle need of prepura-
gion ndecd when “one surts off to hunt
from his own ranch
il weipon sie. dlicady
supply of fiesh meat depends enticly upon
what we ourselves kill 5 and even now we
e el ok e i am ey
walk from the house, without having to
make a segular ip § but, 1o i the
caprure of anythin
 go prepared to spend 2
o out on the. bunting geounds.

[To be contnued ]

HOW WE RAN THE BLOCKADE.

BY CAPTAIN COFFIN

Author of * Trz Aussica’s Cur,

“ Domi' the continuance of the war
with the Southens Statens said 2 gray
haired mariner the other day, ade

ot of stamps in the blockade-runnin’ busi-

ness, and when I say stamps, I means
gold, — real, solid, gold, counted out on the
Capstan, afore ever the anchor s i

ould buy & hundred
ollars worth of them for fwe dollars and
a ha we sailor-men didn't
want none of ‘em in ou

A% Tor the United States flimey, that
were better, of course, but that weren't
over and above good them times, and in
Bermuda and Nassau there weren't much
of it floatin’ roun’, nohow ; so as I has
said, we got our wages in solid gold,
which, fo my mind, s bas abray beca
the prettiest noney, silver bein’
heavs 1o cars, 1 5o be a0 you has much
of it, which aint been my fortn’ from my
arliest infancy.

for to g0 blcck«de runnin’ ; bu(, o tell d
truth o, 1 dickyt look at it in that light,
and whon fust T gt into.the Night Hout
1 hadn’t no choice, she bc;n" ound to
Bcrm\\da on a peaccable v and arter
of therer a ofier of forty or fy dolles
for a vyage of not over a month, were
temptin” enough for fo have overcomed any

Ol Samon's Yames, * e, i
scruples of conscience, if Td a had any,
and Tm free to confess I hadn't.
“ And so I went into it more'n a dozen

es, and never got captured, though
e bk hand anio 1 e men Hres )
and 1 s got o know all about the busi
ness, which were a peculiar

You sce, fust off, the Confcdn( Gov-
ernment wouldn't allow nothin’ for to
be fetched in_ but military stores: no lux-
urics of any kind, — no tea, no coffee, no
whisky, nor liquor of any sort, and, of
course, that git’ rise to a good deal of
smugglin' of those identical articles ; a
present of a demijohn of whisky fo the
commandant, and some bottles of the same
judiciouly

hndm of the contrband very cacy:

e was, that if luxuries was
allowed 1 in, and be purchased, the
Resources of the contry would be absorbed
y sich, and the country would be drained
of gold and silver, or of cotton, which
stood in stead of these here, they bein’ as
short of hard cash them fimes as a sailor
arter o hard nights dift. Amytin, how-
ever, that were needed for to keep up f
army, they be to have, and the more e
better ; so, under a dury of fifteen or fwenty
er cent,, according to the article, they'd
et you fetch in medicines o nds ; all
Kinds of matctial for the sojers dunnsge,
and plain manufactured articles 5 bu, if a
fady Jvanted & mufl, or 3 tippet, or Taces,




