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Author, with .375 H&H Mauser, kneels beside his largest buffalo, shot in Mozambique
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WHY MAGAZINE BIG-BORE

RIFLES ARE BEST

PART |

From long experience, this
writer has made up his mind.

By JACQUES P. LOTT

HE movie archetype of the African

white professional hunter is Stew-
art Granger wearing a double Terai
slouch hat and a bush jacket with half
filled cartridge loops and carrying a
British-style double rifle. This vision has
substance, but many, if not most, of
the great African professionals don’t
look like Rider Haggard’'s fictional
hunter, Alan Quatermain, or Stewart
Granger. They are too short, bald or
otherwise unphotogenic and they carry
bolt-action rifles which look familiar to
most Americans.

A close look at an African Mauser-
type rifle, however, shows characteris-
tics foreign to most American hunters,
The action will often have the square
bridge of the later commercial Maus-
ers. Some will have magnum actions
3" longer than standard. The trigger
guard is enlarged and has a serrated re-
lease button inside it for the hinged
floor plate. The first third of the barrel
will usually have a rib containing a
fixed "V" express sight plus a row of
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two or three spring-loaded, folding
leaves. The front sight will often have
a folding sight protector, and the sight
block will be set back from the muzzle
as much as an inch. Sometimes the
cocking piece will also sport a Holland,
Rigby or Parker Hale “Sportarget”
cocking piece sight. The grip cap will
usually contain a trap for a spare
front sight and the pistol grip will be
longer and less curved than most U.S.
versions.

The buttstock will be fairly straight
and the fore-end will be shorter than
U.S. fore-ends because there are no
sling swivels on the fore-end. A sling
stud may be mounted on a barrel band
in front of the fore-end or on a
sweated-on base in the same place. The
sling will only be used for carrying the
rifle, not shooting, and with the stud
well forward the rifle will hang lower
on the shoulder.

A look at the muzzle will reveal a
hole somewhat smaller than 577" but
usually larger than .375”. Generally

. Hunter-tracker Luis holds Lott's .458 Win.

it will be 404, 416 Rigby, .425 West-
ley Richards or .505 Gibbs if pre-war
Africa and early post-war Africa.

Since 1956, the .458 cartridge has be-
come the phenomenon of tropical big
game hunting. Like the .375 H & H
Magnum, the 458 is a standard and
available internationally.

Newer rifles will often be Winchester
Model 70 .458's or possibly Mann-
licher-Schoenauers in .458. These last
found favor among professionals due to
the four-round rotary magazine which
with one in the chamber gives the
hunter five shots, practically jam-proof.
Some carry fancy Holland & Holland
458 Mausers, often made on salvaged
pre-war commercial Mauser actions (at
extra cost). There could be Schultz &
Larsens or F.N. or Browning rifles, or
B.S.A. or Remingtons. All those are,
or were, available sometime since the
introduction of the .458 Winchester
Magnum in 1956.

The traditional British preeminence
in arms for dangerous game has been
successfully challenged, but not yet
eclipsed. They are still much favored
as producers of fine magazine and
double rifles. However, the mainstream
of clients and rifles for tropical big
game hunting flows now from the
United States. This is indeed a drama-
tic reversal, and Holland & Holland,
that citadel of English-riflemaking, now
concentrates on U.S. calibers—especial-
ly the .458—for dangerous game.

Workers in the U.S. large-bore field
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had settled on .450 caliber as “stand-
ard” years before the advent of the com-
mercial .458. The writings of John
“Pondoro” Taylor and the accepted
British view that elephant rifle power
begins with this caliber were deciding
factors. The post-war U.S. safari client,
however, was not the traditional “Puk-
ka Sahib” type based on the style-setting
and elegant career officers of the Indian
Army who invariably carried double
rifles. It is still common in Kenya to
use the terms “Sahib” and “Memsahib”
for Sir and Madame, they being Hindu-
stani forms of address. And the idea
of the double rifle stuck as well. _

Not a few early American safari
hunters imitated, outwardly at least, the
concept, but with “Teddy” Roosevelt
and Stewart Edward White and Charles
Cottar, the Oklahoma frontiersman who
became a great-Kenya professional, our
heresies began to assert their influence,
Roosevelt was presented a Holland &
Holland 500/450 double rifle, sub-
scribed by a prestigious list of British
sportsmen. As a lusty American, Roose-
velt also carried a Model 95 Winchester
lever action in .405 Winchester and a
sporterized 1903 Springfield on his
1908 African expedition. His son Ker-
mit used a Rigby double .450 Nitro-
Express and a Winchester Model 95 in
30 Army (.30/40 Krag). The per-
formance of the U.S. arms established
the 405 and the ’03 Springfield as ef-
fective lion and antelope rifles, with the
405 impressive on thin-skinned game
at close range.

Later came Stewart Edward White’s
1910 safari that clinched the reputa-
tion of the .405 and the .30-06 as
African calibers. White had Ludwig
Wundhammer of Los Angeles build
him one of the first .30-°06 sporters
and soon gained a reputation as a
crack shot and lion hunter. The .405
was responsible for some tragedies as
men put too much faith in its 300 gr.
bullet at 2200 f.p.s. It should have been
400 gr. at the same velocity to be ade-
quate for heavy game. Charles Cottar
was killed in 1940 by a Tanganyika
cow rhino that those relatively light
bullets failed to stop, and a well-known
Dutch hunter from Java named Ledi-
boor using the same type rifle was
Killed in BEast Africa by an elephant,
Both had been warned often about the
inadequacy of this caliber, the story
goes,
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In the 1920%, the New York firm of
Griffin & Howe was formed. Their rep-
utation for top quality magazine rifles
rose rapidly and soon large-bore Maus-
ers on magnum actions such as the
A04 and the .505 Gibbs were added
to their list of calibers. When James V.
Howe left that firm and joined the
Hoffman Arms Co. of Ohio, Hoffman
began to produce fine .404’s, .505°s and
.375’. Perhaps the finest large bore
magazine rifle T have seen is a friend’s
Hoffman .505 Gibbs magnum Mauser
in the British tradition with quarter rib,
express sights and classic stock.

Until World War II most U.S. safari
hunters relied on British-made rifles.
This began to change in 1937 when
Winchester introduced the Model 70 in
375 H & H Magnum caliber. This as-
sured mass distribution of the rifle and
ammo, and it became the “.30-06 of
Africa” with Model 70's found from
Bulaways to Khartoum. Wally Johnson
and Harry Manners Kkilled between
them some thousands of elephant and
buffalo plus countless antelope and
many lions between 1937 and 1960.
They used pre-war Model 70 .375’s and
wore out several stocks apiece.

It was soon realized by post-war
American riflesmiths that the 1917 En-
field action is a magnum-length action
requiring minimal internal alteration to
accept large cartridges such as the 416
Rigby and the .375 H & H Magnum.
Without new magnum actions, one had
this alternative, or extreme opening-up
of '98 Mausers, or the location at con-
siderable expense of a pre-war magnum
Mauser action. The Enfield is cheap,
rugged and reliable but requires a good
deal of external modification and maga-
zine work to make up into a functional
dangerous game rifle.

Inevitably, some wildcatters took the
375 H & H case and developed ele-
phant cartridges such as the .450 Watts
and the .450 Ackley Magnum. These
cartridges used Barnes copper tubing-
jacketed soft nose and solid bullets that
will not shatter and gave maximum
penetration of heavy game. The only
criticisms heard were that some of the
.049" jacket soft nosed were too stiffly
contructed. Barnes .032" jackets re-
medied this.

During the middle 1950’s southern
California had a flurry of .416 building
on 1917 Enfield and Pattern ’14 ac-
tions, Alex Kerr's Beverly Hills Sport

This cal. .416 Rigby on a Mauser Magnum action, made in 1922, holds four
cartridges in the magazine. Weight with scope is 11 Ibs.

Shop turned out some very sound .416’s
using Apex barrels. I owned one of
these California .416’s made by Apex
and stocked by Monty Kennedy which
was as accurate and smooth function-
ing a large-bore as one could desire.

Some of the early U.S. .450 mag-
nums were shaky things when made by
gunsmiths who had never built up any-
thing heavier than a .300 Magnum. I
saw one such effort after it had returned
from Africa, It was a .450 Watts on
an Enfield action that had literally ham-
mered its stock to splinters. Porous
Claro and other open-grained American
walnut are unsuited for such heavy re-
coiling rifles, and more French walnut
and a few mesquite stocks appeared.
The single recoil lug on the receiver
was abandoned for dual lugs, one at-
tached to the barrel and set into the
fore-end with both often epoxy bedded,
The splitting problem was thus cured.

Subsequent experience confirmed the
correctness of the British velocity range
for large bores when bullets striking
at unduly high velocities penetrated
poorly. A friend’s .416 when loaded
substantially over the factory velocity
of 2371 f.p.s. lacked penetration. Atkin-
son & Marquardt of Prescott, Ariz., be-
gan turning out a variety of large-bore
barrels, adding at extra cost an integral
recoil lug. I have such a barrel on my
favorite .458 which delivers consistent
accuracy, hardly varying in point of im-
pact. A & M became quite a large bore
center, producing various wildcat heav-
ies, including their enormous .475
A & M using 475" Barnes bullets
from 500 to 600 grs. and a necked-
up .378 Weatherby case, claiming 2980
f.p.s. with 110 grs. of 3031 and a 500
gr. bullet,

A number of these rather homely
but businesslike Enfield heavies made
good in Africa, although many loads
were poorly selected for velocity, and
if not heavily crimped and bullets
seated to proper depth, jams would oc-
cur.

Winchester apparently was watching
all this activity, which received ample
coverage in shooting publications. The
popularity of the .450 magnums and
the availability of the .375 H & H case
added up to another opportunity. This
was seized, and the .458 Winchester
Magnum, based on a shortened belted
case, was born in 1956. The new case
was but 2}2" long as compared to the
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315"

case of the 475 #2 of almost
equal power. The rifle, called the .458

“African”, was a hybrid of U.S. and
British external features built around
the proven Model 70 action. Wisely,
Winchester placed the forward sling
swivel stud on the barrel ahead of the
forearm to preclude painful blows to
the left hand when 75 ft.-lbs. of recoil
forces the rifle back. The buttstock and
forearm were conservative, rugged and
functional. It is remarkable that few
owners of Win. .458’s customize their
stocks other than length of pull, in-
dicating that the design meets with ap-
proval for steady holding and quick
handling plus recoil comfort. The rear
sight was an appropriate combination of
a solid base, offering windage and eleva-
tion adjustment, with a wide “V” ex-
press-type open blade.

At first, Winchester used only one
recoil bolt behind the single recoil lug
on the receiver. This was found inade-
quate, and a heavy lug was brazed to
the barrel and inletted into the fore-end
and another stock ‘bolt was installed in
the web between the trigger and the
magazine mortises, This combined with
the overall excellent features of the
458 African clinched its evolution into
a first-rate stopping rifle, fully competi-
tive with the best British products and
eagerly sought by professionals and
sportsmen who could afford a double
rifle costing many times the price of the
Model 70.

As important as the rifle itself was
the success of the cartridge in soft-nosed
and solid versions, with the solid
equalling the fine reputation of that
pioneer of the steel-jacketed solid, the
416 Rigby. The combination of the
long, heavy 500 gr. bullet with a small
case created some initial difficulties in
that a special fine-grained powder was
required to attain full velocity of 2130
f.p.s. This charge had to be heavily
compressed in the solid version, which
bullet is some 3/32” longer than the
soft-nose.

The Model 70 .458 African proved
it could not only dish it out but that
it could take it as well. In many re-
spects it is more important for the
elephant rifle to be able to take hard
knocks than offer any unusual ballistic
yualities, Double rifles are beautifully
made but suffer from broken stocks
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Lyman Alaskan scope.

more than bolt rifles, due either to the
sidelock stock being little more than
four fingers of walnut around the locks,
or to loosening in the box lock stock.
where the action and tang tend to
wedge themselves to the rear, spreading
the side panels apart. Many older box
lock doubles will reveal this if held
straight up by the butt and shaken de-
liberately. A replacement stock for a
double will cost more than a .458. One
can purchase an extra factory stock for
the 458, plus spare striker, firing pin
and mainspring and magazine spring
without financial strain.

I own or have owned a wide variety
of excellent double rifles. I have found
most of them quite accurate and have
improved the grouping of some with
careful handloading. My .577 Holland
will consistently place both barrels in
12" at 50 yds. using the express
sights and firing from a standing rest.
This rifle is theoretically my “‘ultimate
stopper” because of its caliber and will
be used for tight spots in thick cover.
I have a .500-3” Evans double that
will stay in about 1” at 50 yds. from
a rest.

Still, T recall that the barrels of my
Lancaster 475 #2 began to separate
at the muzzle and the stock was a re-
placement for the original and that this
also had to be replaced a second time.
I know of one Holland 465 #2 grade
double that had the barrels separate in
Africa and which the factory replaced.
Preparing for a hunt in Sumatra in
1968, I was at the range with my Hol-
land Royal 465 double and heard a
nasty click as I tried the right lock with
“snap caps”. I tried to open the rifle
and found I couldn’t, whereupon I re-
moved the right lock and found the
stirrup to be broken and a loose piece
of this delicate part lodged under the
cocking lever, preventing opening of
the rifle, Had this occurred in a tight
spot on the second shot I would have
tried to force the barrels down with
resultant damage to the locks, apart
from what else might have happened.
One does not always have a single
shot if one side of a double fails unless
one can sit down and carefully remove
offending bits and pieces.

Another friend aimed his double rifle
al an elephant in Uganda and heard
only a sickly click upon squeezing the

A cal. .458 Remington-Enfield with 232" barrel and Springfield magazine.
The magazine holds three rounds. The rifle weighs 8l Ibs. without its

right trigger. He didn't realize what
had occurred at first and tried to shoot
a couple of more times when it dawned
on him he had a broken main spring.
Many doubles are quite elderly (this
rifle was made in 1912) and this adds
up to a risk of metal fatigue or crystal-
lization. This is not to detract from the
reputation of doubles or their mak-
ers, but solely to point out that being
man-made mechanical things, they are
imperfect, Most claims made for their
alleged perfection are based upon a
theoretical list of possible breakdowns
of the bolt rifle and consequent non-
breakdown of the double.

In my experience with the bolt action
rifle, these breakdowns have yet to oc-
cur though I have fired thousands of
rounds with all sorts of them, while
confounding and serious difficulties
have been experienced with doubles per-
sonally or by acquaintances. Further, it
is difficult to reload the double without
taking eyes off the game and the bar-
rels must be lowered greatly as com-
pared with the bolt rifle which may be
held forward and loaded without re-
moving one’s eyes from the game. Be-
yond the double’s ability to fire two
quick shots with little possibility of a
contretemps, the shorter overall length
for a given barrel length, its ability to
handle a .577 for ultimate stopping and
its guick take-down for packing, I can’t
see any superiority of the double over
a first-class bolt action rifle unless one
falls back on those theoretical mechani-
cal failures.

in bolt-action rifles, whereas the other
three are fired in double-barreled rifles.
They are (from [.) the .600 Nitro-Express,
the .577 Nitro-Express and the .465 Nitro-
Express.
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To assert that most professional hunt-
ers or even most of the great ones pre-
ferred doubles is a cliche and a fal-
lacy. It is true that the late John
“Pondoro™ Taylor touted the double as
a sine qua non for dangerous game as
do Elmer Keith and others. but Tay-
Jdor's friend, the late Fletcher Jamicson,
the Rhodesian professional electrocuted
by a drop light while repairing a pump
in his well in 1948, used a Holland
.500/.450 double only until Jeffery
made him one of their big .500 Jef-
fery Magnum Mausers. He preferred
this rifle to any double and was most
successful with it in the Zambesi Val-
ley, substantially increasing his score,
Capt. F. C. Selous, D.S.0. and king
of all the African hunters, preferred a
461 Gibbs-Farquharson single-shot and
had relied previously on 4-bore percus-
sion single-shots, Like many African
hunters of the Victorian era, he avoided
double rifles except for a brief owner-
ship of one that was shortly stolen and
a 10-bore which cross-fired. When the
smokeless era arrived, Selous quickly
obtained a 6.5 mm. Rumanian Mann-
licher and a .375 Express Holland
single-shot Farquharson, switching to a
275 H & H Magnum and a .425 West-
ley Richards Mauser as his heavy short-
ly before the first World War in which
he was killed,

Failure of rebated rim loads

Selous tried out the .450 Rigby dou-
ble, introduced in 1897 as the first of
the large nitro-expresses, and liked the
cartridge, but didn’t care for doubles,
I want to point out that, despite
Selous’ success with the .425 and its
use by some African game depart-
ments, Rhodesia ceased use of this re-
bated-rim cartridge for game rangers
due to the tendency of the bolt face to
slip over the rim during feeding and
force a groove down the cartridge case,
jamming the rifle and failing to feed a
round into the chamber. John Taylor
seems to have repeated a fallacy about
this cartridge, which he liked, by stating
that these rifles had a reputation for
having weak magazine springs that
sometimes failed to push the cartridge
up enough to feed it. Westley Richards
did feature extra long magazines that
would have some effect on spring ten-
sion, but the problem was the rebated
rim, also common to the now-obsolete
500 Jeffrey rimless. This, like all
Schuler-designed cartridges, had a re-
bated rim. One Rhodesian ranger re-
signed rather than continue using the
425 after a close shave. The .425°s were
later re-issued to the Tsetse Fly Control
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staff, who soon resented this generosity.

It has been said that the .500 Jef-
fery was only chambered in English
rifles and the ammo made in Germany.
The latter is true, but in Germany it
was also known as the 12.7 x 70 mm.
Schuler and rifles made by Krieghoff
were sold prior to World War 11, after
which this cartridge ccased to be pro-
duced. Current owners of Jeffery .500's
or the Kricghoff version often convert
to 416, .505, 378 or .460 Weatherby.

W.D.M. “Karamojo” Bell was famous
for his use of the 7 x 57 mm. Rigby
Mauser although he ended up prefer-
ring the .318 Westley Richards Mauser.
His choice of caliber would be illegal
and dangerous under today’s conditions,
but he didn’t use double rifles. Phillip
Percival, long President of the East
African Professional Hunter’s Associa-
tion, who met Roosevelt in 1908, pre-
ferred a .505 Gibbs. Percival was widely
regarded as the dean of East African
professionals.

Now-retired Kenya professional Eric
Rundgren was credited by the late Rob-
ert Ruark with killing some 600 ele-
phants on control using the .416 Rigby.
When in Botswana in 1963, I met Mike
Cameron, Rundgren’s protege, who was
carrying Rundgren’s final choice, a Win-
chester Model 70 .458. The recently
deceased Commander David Enderby
Blunt went out to Tanganyika after
World War I and became one of the
pioneers of the elephant control scheme,
Blunt confounded old-timers with his
successful use of his .416 Rigby Maus-
er. Blunt's old .416 carries on in the
hands of his son.

The two leading elephant control
rangers in Rhodesia in 1964 were
“Donnie” Jan Bredenkamp and W.
Middleton “Lofty” Stokes, respectively
Chief Rangers, Wankie Controlled
Hunting Area and the Zambesi Con-
trolled Hunting Areas. Both preferred
the 458 by Mannlicher, The famous
ivory hunter Marcus Daly preferred the
404 Jeffery, the .416 and the 10.75 x

68 to any double. Neither Wally John- -
son, Sr., nor his son Walter Jr., would

be caught dead using double rifles and
aver that in some instances one or the
other would have been so caught with
a two-shot double instead of a power-
ful magazine rifle with four or five
shots. Both consider a 10-shot .458 the
potentially ideal elephant rifle and are
only half joking.

Wally exchanged his old Model 70
.375 for a 458 after a nasty duel with
a snared buffalo which charged his
clients in 1970. The pain-maddened
buffalo, his neck cruelly cut by a
poacher’s wire, took a couple of .458’s
and two of Wally's .375’s. Wally, in

front, readied his third shot but it was
never delivered because the buff crashed
into the muzzle, knocking the rifle from
Wally's hands, breaking the stock and
hurting Wally's right hand somewhat.
Down went Wally with the buff work-
ing on him. Onc of the clients was
using @ .458 Browning and [fired one
shot, missing the bull in the melee,
then found his floor-plate had opened
from recoil, releasing the spring catch.
Jerry Knight, who manages the gun de-
partment at Kerr’s Sport Shop in Bever-
ly Hills, Calif., ran up and pumped in
a couple of .458 solids, one of which
severed the buffalo’s spine just forward
of the shoulders. Wally got a horn
through his thigh.

Injury hot_always avoidable

Sometimes it isn’t possible to avoid
injury to a guide or the client. Wally
Johnson saved my life when a buffalo
I had wounded attacked me on Sept.
18, 1959, in Mozambique along the
Revui River. I had wounded it at 40
yds. with a 458 soft and a solid. The
soft had caught him in the ribs and
went into his paunch. The second shot
broke his right shoulder but deflected.
The buffalo circled back in thick bush
and took me from the left rear. Before
Wally could shoot with the .375 he was
carrying, the buff tossed me up through
the thorns three times. Wally delivered
seven shots from the Holland .375,
then ran up to where I was lying on
the sand, asking breathlessly for my
458, He put a soft nose .458 in the
neck that didn’t faze the buff and then
one in the back of the head which
blew open the brain box. I was badly
banged up. If you are shocked at the
11 shots it took to put down the buff,
I must say this is not unusual. The in-
credibly tough Cape buffalo is famous
for being able to absorb heavy lead.

From this experience, I decided never
again to load alternating soft nose and
solids. I load the heavy rifle with solids
always, unless the target is a lion or
tiger. The normal bullet for the large
bore is the solid, which is the only bul-
let capable of reaching the vitals of
pachyderms from any practical angle.
A crucial factor is that soft nose rounds
deform rapidly when left in the maga-
zine for two or three shots. If left in
the magazine to be used later they may
well cause a jam from mushrooming.
Solids can be left with the knowledge
that they will not batter and will al-
ways feed. I always remove any soft
nose rounds left in the magazine after
firing and place them on top for the

‘next shot or remove them to my belt (To

be concluded). | |
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