here are many desirable qualities in a rifle for
I1'¢|.|||||'|? (kdl]Flell.l.'l E,.'ll'l'll:'.
sufficient

Faremast, of course, s

peower,
followed by absolute reliability, Accuracy, which
many American ritlemakers like wo stress, comes
far down che list - t\-|‘l|.‘l.iJ||:|.' i|-.l|.]li.|.'l'i|1i.; pinpain
SCEUTACY MEANS COMmpromising rr|:|u]1i|i1_-. Having
a rifle thar will shoot halfinch groups ot 100
yards is not an sdvantage if chis accuracy is
achieved wirth a chamber thar is so tighe it is
difficulr w seat cartridges.

requires more than merely a
mechanical system that never fails. It also involves

Reliability

a shooters own ability w use a pargicular rifle
action and the parts thereof,

On the list of necessities, after power and
reliability, comes familiarity,

Elsewhere in this issue, we look ar the Krieghoff

“Big Five” double rifle, with it “combi-cocking
device™ for I.I.H.I'.Jﬂt{ the umblers |11u.|11:|:|||:.'. rather
than h.ll.':lrlg them cocked h_l.' the barrels when the
rifle is u|'l|:I1r-:!. This is a higl:l:.' reliable, proven
idea, and similar svsrems have been used for many
years on German and Auscrian hunring rifles —
doubles, single-shots, and combinaton guns, To
German hunters, cocking the tumblers chis way is
aiming; for
however, it s

as natural as most  Americans,

unfamiliar and often

disconcertin £

Familiarity
Breeds Survival

For Dangerous Game, There s No Substitute

Formunarely, in operation it functions much like
the ﬂi.dulg ang \:l.ﬁ:f.g.' which is found on the vast
majority of double rifles and shotguns, The major
differences are its much |.1rgr| size, and the greater
resistance that is offered by the mainsprings as the
tumblers are compressed. The shide requires a
definite effort o push forward - far more than a
normal  safery carch. Once you  become
accustomed 1o char, however, ir is ql.l.ilr a naturl
movement,

[f you do not fire che rifle and want o de-cock
the twmblers (the n.'||.|i1.'u|rh1 with a standard rifle
of puning the safery on) you simply push the slide
forward slightly, then release it Ir slides all the way
o the rear, the umblers are uncocked, and the
rifle is made safe

This subsject brings 1o mind several instances of
'|1r|l.|1¥r I‘|1F5|1r|11!|“\ \\lrh I.l.al'l“{'r‘:'lu 5-#“1: riﬂci,
both doubles and bale actions, Each of these

invalves familiaricy, or the lack of it

By Terry Weiland

For various technical reasons, many big-bores
are made with systems nonceably different chan
smaller ritles, even rhough the basic acrion may be
the ame,

For example, in the later part of the 20ch
century, many rifles were buile on the Enfield
=17, a massive military bolt action that could
accommodate oversized cartridges like the 416
Righy and .505 Gibbs. The only hiecch was that
the P-17 cocks on closing the bolr, rather than on
opening. Considering that cock-on-opening
became standard with the Mauser 98, it is a
mystery why the Brivish designers chose o use
what was even chen (1914) an archaic
system. Regardless, having one
of these actions




on a dangerous game rifle is potentially hazardous
if all your other bolt actions cock on opening
As :r'l."l!l close the |'r1|||I YOLL £TIg OURCEr & "\.I.ni\.‘l('l'l,

stiff resistance as the seriker spring is compressed.

In a ight sitvation, anything that throws you off

or discracts you is the last ching you want. With
sufficient practice, of course, you would get used
ta it. But, human nature being whar it is, few of
us practice enough with big bores. Ammunition is
always expensive, sometimes very hard to get, and
the recoil can be awesome, Most people just sight
in their rifle, breathe a sigh of relief, and head off
to Africa. The majority never really become
comfortable with shooting the rifle, much less
gerting accustomed 1o its idiosyncracies

Another eddity vou find is the operanon of the
safery. Most bolts now have some sort of rrigger
blocking safery, with the carch locared beside the
bolt shroud, The usual system is vo have the rifle
on “safe” with the carch pullrd back, and moved
into the “fire” position by pushing it forward,
Some years ago, the Ceech gun-maker, Beno,
made a bolt-action rifle with a safery thar was the

reverse of this,

They argued
that, since hammers are
|'|||||1_'-:‘| back o cock a H||I'|. it
was more natural to pull the safery back
when you were ready to shoot, This argument is
questionable at best, since very few modern
hunters learn o shoor with a hammer gun. | hat
aside E'|.l1.'|||l_; a system the reverse of EVery other 1
extremely dangerous,

In 1992, the Fimbabwean I,‘rHIL'\HlIHI.II hunter,
Alan Lowe, was killed by an elephant. The exact
circumstances of his death remain a mystery, He
was an experienced hunter with a good rifle, ver
he died without firing a shat,

At the ime, he was carrying a 416 Righy built
by Righy in London, on just such a Broo action
At Lowe's request, the system had been altered 1o
make the '\;L!q'“.' work the way all other bolis do
When his body was found, the rifle was unfired
and the safery was, apparently, stll on. The

following vear, | hunted Cape buffalo in Tanzania

with Lowe's son-in-law, who was using that very
rifle. We had a close encounter with a buffalo, and
he had |||r|i|.II|l:!.' _;'_"c'l'.ir‘l*_" the rifle o hee, It turned
out the alteration had malfunctioned, and the rifle
had returned to ins fctory configuration — back 1o
fire, forward o safe.

We thar

malfuncrioned the same way with Lowe in the

concluded the rifle may have
fatal encounter with the elephant, and thar the
unforrunate PH thought it was ready to fire when,
in fact, it was not.

These are the basic facis, and there is some
Paul

owned Righy at the time, says thar what 1

controversy abour them. Roberts, who
described is impossible. The fact remains,
however, that Lowe is dead and the rifle did not
work properly in Tanzania. Those things [ know
for sure,

The inescapable conclusion is thar if you shoon

bolr rifles, all your safteries should work the

same way. When the
chips are down with a
dangerous animal, you need to function
on pure instinct and subconscious memory,
trom moving the safety to working the bolt o
refilling the magazine. To do these things quickly
and surely, absolure familiaricy is essential

Double rifles present their own idiosyncracies
Far l.i.L.I'IEI.'I'-:'III\ game, virrually all are side-by-sides
You would think that owning and using a side-by-
side shotgun would provide all the familiariry you
would need o shoor vour 470, and o an extent
that is true. The top lever 5:r||l:r.|||l. works the
same way, and you will have either extractors or
ejecrors, IF all your I;.hut}:un-. have ejectors, and
vour rifle has extracrors, this is something vou do
need to practise with,

5‘1|||rl,,_l||||:'|~. I|.|:-fr!|'|.|”'|.' i"u.'.'l.'n:' Af aUromianc '.:é!{'l:r. ]I
moves into the “sate” position when the gun is
opened, and must be pushed forward w fire
Rifles normally do not have auromaric safeties, so
VL 1'||;;|:'|,i I RCCLEstom _u||||'\.r|| T pl.ﬂ!ill.l;'L I||1_'
safery on manually after you reload. This may not
be a Facror when it comes o fast operarion, bur it
certainly will be a concern to those armound you,

A larger problem, however, is the difference in

weight and balance. A big double rifle will weigh

at least ten pounds, and often much maore; & side-
by-side game gun weighs less than seven. The
ditterence in 'nrl.'li:.l'll makes the ritle handle
considerably differencly, Even if you practise at
shooting and reloading a shotgun quickly, as with
driven game, you sill need w pracrise as much as
possible with the big rifle o get used to the
difference.

Ironically, chis difference in we'lj.',h: and balance

work 1o

may advantage of a devored
shotgunner who buys one of the Krieghoff double
rifles, It feels sufficiently different in the hamds
that you are unlikely to try 1o manipulace ic like a
shotgun. As for the manual-cocking fearure, it
works enough like a conventional double thar
growing accustomed to it is natural and

Ben l.'r.l”'|' L"H.H'F[ |§.'"-:\

Those who have used the rifle
on dangerous pame say they had no
problem adapring.

If vou own just one double rifle, this iL]m-h.ih]}'
true. | would not want o own several double
rifles, though, and have them not all function the
same way. [F that means having to own three o
four Krieghoffs, I can chink of much worse fates,




