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huntings

The hunting industry has changed considerably since 1982, when Mark Kyriacou established Botswana's

Bird Safaris. Back then, hunting was an experience to be treasured rather than a goal-oriented activity.

o and bred in Boosvana, Kyriacous love

of the hune was inspired by his father's

enthisiasm for the wildlife experience.
Kriacons held a rifle for the Arst tme when he was
st sie years old, but it was anly misch laer thar
he established his own |'lr|.ﬂ|:.n|l.:-|'|.‘|| hunting ouht

Serving an apprenticeship under Wally fohnson,
Tony Henry and “Willy Engelbrechs, Kyriacou
soon grasped the ideals shared by these greit
hunters, and mgether with the recently deceased
Lionel Palmer, they swifthy became his mentors
“These men were firm disciples of the old school
They bearnt hunting dhe hard way, without being
taught by anyone.” Because Kynacou grew up
|1L||1ri||g. he dhared their menmliny = in fact, he sall
maintaing thar the best way o learn the indusry's
intricacies is to serve an apprenticeship, geming up
ar Sam and going 1o bed only when dhe last detail
has been mken care of,

Borswanas safari industry was seill in it infancy
when Kyrincou was ready 1o “graduae.” Despice
the growing interest, however, making a mark on
thie industry was Far from easy. “Ar thar ime. many
of the existing companies had exchusaviey
BTECITIENIS with the Botswana government, so
there was linde room for a new outfir,” he
recolleces, Tt was this, !1||.|.'~ the realisation thar a
|||,|_}-‘|_- gap in the market existed for bird enthusiass,
that bead Kyriacon to establishy Bind Safaris,

It ok me a ..n::|u|'||.e' of years o get the
company going.” he sdmits. “Then, as now, our
|'u|_l¢1|,'\1 |h.|||.r|1|gr Wik |11.1rk:|i:||.;|:_ the COmpany and
achieving recognition.” The best way of doing this

was by 1'x|:|i|nri.|1t; owverseas and s.|\rr.1-.l|r1].', the

Kyriacou speaks with open nostalgia of the industry’s early golden days.

miessage through word of mowth = and not much
has changed.

However challenging the early struggles, they
were definitely worth i, Kyriacou insists. “Every
1|.r|g||:' haine 1= r\cwunlln!.',." he stares, “parescubarty
those where 1 REL 10 862 & young person chiscover
thie magc of the bush,” For K}'IIJLHI.L |'|lIJ'|rIIi|_.'. 15
all abour capruring this maghc, and he derves grear
oy brom seeing hiww |1('11p||.' L|1.IJ:||_I|\'.' ahter thetr Aest
hunt. “Ax firse, they view it as just another aceiviry
— bast atverwards, they understand how truly
special the bush is, Imagine the expression of a ciey
dweller hearing a lion roar as he gt around a
campfire, realising thar there s very linke berween
him and thar hungry predator, or the reward in
sharing their wonder char a prigce of unouched
paradise sill exias 1 it did ren thousand years
ago.” Kyriacou chenshes these moments,

OF cowurse, some times ane somewhart less
pheasurable. Although deese have been few and fur
between, Kyracou recalls an incident where he had
o confrone a hunter intent on seting a personal
shoating record. “Back then, no quots exised fea
shootng bards, Jll|1|u.|.5_"|'| | |r||F1-:m:1.1 my own limits.
My client was derermined o exceed these limits,
and the only way to deal with the ssue was by
refunding his money and asking him o leave,”

Kyrincou doesn't restrict himself 1o huntng
hirds, though. His favourite plains game prey is the
kud, an animal he describes as, “so wily vou canlt
see ir, even if it's sivting in a ten by ten piece of
bush.” Hie's a licde more indecisive when it comes
o which animal 18 the o I.‘l.l.l'lb’l:r‘l'lll‘l-. as all ["iip
Fvers can wreak destruction, given the correct

18

circumstances, And while some, like the leapand,
score poinis because of the sheer nimber of
wouncs they have inflicred, others - buffalo, foi
example ~ ger a voue because they aim to kil

Kyriacou’s most memorible hune® Thar's easy -
his first lephant hant. “1 was about 19 at the
timee, angd had mever hunted an |.'|-'.'|'l|'|.|1'|l: before,”
he remembers. "1 enlisted the help of some af the
village men, and we ser off o rrack the elephant.
When we found him, he was |rII||_.t with his back
1o us, Fast asleep.”

With only an anthill separating him from his
quearry, Kymacou asked one of his mrackers o
whistle; he would seiee his apportunicy i shoot as
soon as the clephant was rowsed by the
disturbance. The macker did as he was asked = bux
nothing happened. Next, he threw a sione ar the
..-Irpiurn. bug sall |1||r|||r|1; ||i|;1|11.'rlr.'vit. Diriven by
sdrenalin, Kyriscou dimbed the anchill and shot
the elephant through the back of is heasd, lJ.i\.Il.lIrIR
that he would shoot again if the animal gos up.
Luckily, he was l«\!1.|.n'|| l‘l.l.'\'iIIF o deal with the
wrath of o wounded elephant = one buller did the
tmick.

Wias he scared? “OF course = | always gee scared.
When youre hunting a dangerows anirnal, it's
stupid not to ger frigheened: if you dont, you die,
Someane who rells Yo ||1L‘.r'.ll: ot scared is lying.”
But how to deal with chat fear? "When you're in
the moment, it's such a |II:.; adrenalin rush, All
voiure aware of i that you have o '|1Iil1|_.; dowent this
animal = so vou do "

Koyriacou's return from the elephant hunt was

just a8 eventhul as the hunt ieself, Heading in the



direcrion of Mamilvas deserts, the roup g list,
and spent two days wandering through the bush
"Eventially, | realized we were tacing our old
wracks, and declded 10 wait untl dhe sun wene
down o get a direction. A rescue party finally
found us on the road. After thar, [ wok care never
i et lose ugain. | was still a kis, and youre mugh
ar that age, but | fase realised the need for an
invbermal compass, especially in Boowana, whene
the counery is fat and there aie no landmarks.”

Kynacou’s experiences have cerminly lelt him
wiser, but there's still a kot oo learn, “I'm planning
to carry on buntng for a leng ame!” he saes. *l
saddens me thar mowadays people foows on the
onsteowenie of the o mher than the EEPERERCE
ieself, | lunting wsed o give you a place o fongges
absoais vour worries, Safanis used o ke 30 days,
now they take only fve, The pressure is on
|1h1|'rm-:r:|u| hunters fo come up with the goods,
and 1 think that's a crime - it doeant do the BHIE
jastice,

Anagher lictor which worries him is the niambses
o fhy-by-nighs entering the indusery. “Although
the industry has grown, the size of the are wou ain
haint has not kepe pace. That contribuies w the
problem, which is unforrense because it mles s
one inferor PH o nein the entine ||'|d||-.rrg.'x
PRGN,

Kyriacou believes that the proliferation of “bush
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scademies” may compound the problem, “The
schools may be doing a good job, T witly it the
indusery’s entry barriers have been bwered, which
is regrentable,” he opines. “Thar could become o
magw problem in che funre,”

The mlurion? Althouegh dients bear o cerin
responsibility to verify cheir PH's credentials,
Kyriacou feels thar the smus is on hunting
assncianions and orgunsations such as the Safar
Clubs, 1o provide a list of leensed hunter. *The
sifari indusry needs w police iself more stricely,”
he staes.

Cin vhe brighe side, lse s conbdent thai
Borswanas hunmng indusery has “an incrsdible”
tuture ahesd, especially now that the government
has inereadisced more conservasive qutas. More
positive news is that the government has now
enacted laws regarding the ownership by game
ranchers, “From mow an, e will perually belong
oo the rancher. This is new to us, bue this is the
strategy responsible for South Africas micoes.

"We're also luckey in thar there 1 a loe of oo
inferaction berween the indusry and the
Ureparmmient of “Wildlile"

50 the outlook i good — bar whar if sormething
goes wrong? " The biggest threar to wildlife has
always been population, Unforunaely, population

constantly grows and expands and if this rend
cotvtinues, there will be no room left for animals in
Africa”

The mushrooming game ranching indusiry has
been a wekcome lifeline in this regand. There i
considerabdy more game in South Africa, Mamibia
and Botswana than there was 20 yeam apn,
Kyriscou podint out,

War is another menace which has decimaned
Abrica’s waldlife, “Clivil war hax destroyed countries
lilee Zaire, Angols and Morambague. Ir's
imipmsible o compare their curment resounces with
what they hasl in the pase.”

Countries that heve banned hunging, like
Ky, are in no better position. "Kenys used io
have wide open spaces, bur now wildiife is
restricied o game reserves, There used mw be 200
000 chino in the couniry; there are o no maose
than 50 The isue l.Ir.Flllau.hll'lt_" warn b be resalved
by banning hunoing. In fact, the opposine is e,
becuuse when you have o concesson, you become
a free police force for the country, patrolling your
land o a negular bass,”

Koymiscou doesn’t bex these facenrs dampen his
oprtimism, thowgh, “If things remain as chey are,
we shoubd be able o continie hunring for dhe mext
Iundred thouwsand veard™ he conclindes




