Saturday 19 January 2002, | lie awake in the
tiny, two man tent in our Oy camp, It nestles in
the tree line under the crest of the 9 00 fooi
hi:“h Otmenna Mountain, in Odo Bula, at the
soith-enstern I:i|l of the Bale mountain range,
in Ethiopia, some 480 kilometres, or nearly
nine hours by vehicle, from Addis Ababa. It is
a crisp, cold, clear night.

wear my medium weight, Capilene longjohins
a8 pyjamas and am grasebul bor che blankets
anidl duvet covering my camp stretcher, Close
by, 1 hear the clear, piping, melodious calls of a
tree hyrax. Par, far away, so far | wonder whether
| am imagining i | hear the h.l'.lllllll;..',. lomeky

whisaps of a single byvena. It reminds me thag

Typicad monmsain mpala terrain, Nt the favo sapling fa the foregronnd which bave een onr down o

facilitair gl TETTRY

Mountain |

— One of the 10%

By Peter Flack

" Bulu™ means “the place where | sepr alone”
in the local Crromian dialecy

S davs earlier 1 had il ked up a hartes .‘!l!',||-'
at the long, dusty, dire strip ot Hannah, in south
wiesicrn |r_||'||:,1i_|._ |: il ..l'l“ll,llll :|II|'|' |Il:‘II! Lll'.'--e'.
over a tortuous dongs of a road, across the Flains
of Death thar separate the Sala river concession of
Masses Roussns' Ethiopian Rite Valley Sataris,
from Hannah., | had been huntng for onbi
Meumann's harteheest and Nile buffalo out of a
simple renved camp on the banks of the Sala River
s the immediate norh of Mo Mational Park
[t's & huge. unfenced, 3 000km* concession, and
:|'||_ |'.|||||||'|5__' had been I|'||l|ll'.|p||'||'|' ey '-|l|r. bt
now 1t was ome o move on to the main reisoen

behind this my thind trip w0 Ethiopia — moungain
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nyils = char magical, myseical, mysterious beast of
the high mounrains

i ehe morm after the charter rlu!
us in Add b, we s ft in

diou ab, loaded o the BOW

||||r||-. .1r'.|| I.'l.'||.l Tkl Ill'-.' C |'I|"||| '-1”

'||'||||I| easr ol rI'|l,' cong UK L |||

hast of litele villages, over an 3 500 metre p

the Bale Mountains, on ol gh the Bale

Mountain Marional Park i through the large

¢ barley hields

o our destimation, litde children ran our of

nd, thatched tukuly, or romn g 1h|lur.ll'||::
helle in Orome or “Ferange™, the Ambaric word
foor stranger, derived from che time the French buili

rhe main rilway ling from [jibal

hanging

which form the basis for all anti-tapeworm
‘ i A

medicine. Vines, mosses, ferns, fAowers, orchids

il grasses, 1owas as ifs * 5 i v ersed

rystal cle

There was the Familiar
I.:.||||'I WlLeT, ETRENE

ng tkul. And Daniel




the cook, Both of them remembered the South

African who had given them spr k. green,
warm, wooly hars with the South African ||.|.|'_
emblazoned on the front ar the stare of my second
mountain oyala hune in che Munessa forest. |
almsy fele as if | was returming home ane, afrer a
|-.'||!:|I||l.'I hat shower the waner |l|pi'|.| frovim &
spring near the mounain I|l|lil'-¢'l-~||.I-.1ll'-l-ll'l|.; the
CAMmp, i a Rhodesian bedler — o spacious safar
tents, mooted over with a covering made from
bamboo bark. 1 felr ready o take on the task ar
hand.

Mounrain nyala hunting ix like no other kind
ol |||:|r||.'||!.'_ in Africa. There are two basic kinds -
the high mountain heather hune and the forest
hiune. Mot only was the npe of hunring different
due o the separare kinds of terrain and habitar,
but the animals looked and behaved differently.

Forest nyala are a darker grey versus a minky
B, arc t\l‘!'&'.\.'l in body, ean L!llh-rrnrh' | henresse
nvala are browsers whereas their up country
cousing mainly graze), and their homs are shaped
and constructed differendy. Most of the fores
variety have o very prominent ridge running
around the homs and -.!:'1:||||np the -.]1i|.|| I'hey
curve -.|'|.||F~||.- in and sharply out to create an acure
led lyre shape. The high mountin nyala fack

the prominent ridge and have thinner more
gently curving homs,

| ||||.|:|lu|_l. methods also differ quite markedly. In

the high mountin beather, the nyala is more

np-::l'--:'lj o view and, in a4 way, the hunting is

) I
Sayfon, our local chief trecker charing onr canipfire on vetwrn frome one succeisfal meosiain

Fruni

Sayfom i an ec-paacher who mow chamnel bl pasion for fneetiog fnee weore Sucraeive, legal and

simpler if not exactly casier, Teams are desparched
tia high poines and. with binoculars and sporting
scopes, can scan & large area quite quickly and
|_'||\|I'|'. I'u"“ “IH'” |||-\.' ny II.I I.h'll -i"l\'u n, l.'a's‘i'h ||II'|
between 1000 and 15:00, they sll stand ou
amongst the heather

As an aside, bedding down times depend ona
number of issues. For example, if the weather is
good and the moon is full, the nyala will feed ar
night and bed down earlier and remain there
I"I||.|_'|_'|. ‘ !” |h:' Illl'll.l || lrlllI mn |I|f I||l.5|I I.J.ll‘l||||."¢j.
natural foresis, away from people and the

vdant noise and commotion, nyvala may bed

down laver and for a far shoreer time, particularly

snuitatimable purmnin,
in a dark moon period or when it has mined in
the night, both factors limicing their ability o
feed ar nighe. In essence therslore, ||n-cll-.1r||'_ ]
hune during a dark moon period makes sense
In the high mounming (they can reach over
4 000 metres — in the Bale Mountain range, the
highess mountain is a touch shy of 4 400 metres
and is the second highest in Ethiopia), the hard
pary is stalking close enough and quic kly enough,
betore the bull ups and leaves, In the thin air,
where a 500 mietre climb can leave even the hitres
hisrites 5.'_.|'.;1i||:!: like a |:'_|l||.||-l'~|l in an empry bowl
this is much easier sasd than done, The shots are

alsoy invariably long ones and, on average, in the

Naray Mwsras witting outriee wry tent at our i catmep at 9 OO feet bemeath the crest of Otwienia mowniain in she Bale mountain range of senpl-canr Exlropia
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Afier three-guarters of & daw @ young mountain nyals bull emerged from thir broccoli-clad mosonaingide and wandered in and around the bare patcl in the
il of the phosagraph,

PEgion of 250 metres.

On the whole, however, having expenenced
both kinds of hunting, forest hunting is probably
the more ch:lJlr:ll.gillg. For instance, where in the
whole brocooli dlad morass of EFass, Mmoss, vines,
shrubs and crees should

crecpers, LLELL

looking? The terrain on the lower mountain

o

'.||1|1n;". where the forests are Found, I:IIlr:IIL;JlE:.'
consist of a series of steep, narrow, serrared, steak
lkenife-like rillg::l., separated by J|:|.'|:l river
hartomed ravines, This makes it diffieult v F.J:.u.
much mare than two square kilometres ai & time
and, therefore, o detailed knowledge of nyala
movement and habio s essential. Foo |.'1..1I11|'i|c.
the drier it is, the higher the nyala move on the
mountain. They prefer ro spend the night high on

t!l: IMICFLINIEAR J'I“!rrﬂ.l'll:f i an |'|I?|."I wrea, |'|JI|.I
then descend and browse wo the lower rivers

before bedding down and reversing the process in

the afternoan. [|!|.|.-_|.' have a limited sense of

:rrril:.::.ri.1.|i13.' bvun, whien ina |_r|i\':|1 area, tend 1o wse
the same routes oo and from cheir resting and
browsing areas. Then again, although nyala are
born all year round, the peak hirthing period i
around Ocrober and MNovember and. therefore,
January and February are the months when the
bulls are most likely m lose rtheir inhibinons,
inasmuch as this ever happens o these caurious,
clever beasts.

There is something very l.I.ICLHJ abar '|'|||.I|L|.rl;|:',
ane ammal and one animal nr||}' A bit like
purting, all your money on sero ar roulerre, No
diseractions, Torally focused, Winner mkes all. On

the ather hand, as dav afrer day dlicks by with not
a bull sighted, there is no ||g|‘|| relief wo help li.l.'ﬂl
up your spirits. Like all the top trophy animals of
Africa = you hunt them with your head - and it is
S0 il'l'l!"ll]!]rl' o Stay |'".H“i\'|.' JrHJ st !I.'1 :-'\“I.Il
head, nor thase of your team, droop, | often ke
small gifts for the hunting ream for just such an
1'“-'I_'IH1!-]IJE!|‘ T-shires, wml”_\' hars; poc ket knives,
It's amazing how the appreciation you show for
their efforts, coupled, sometimes, with an
afternoon off, can II.I.'!FI lift the whale ream and
violi as well,

And so it was that mounmain nyala hunting
slipped into a steady chythm. Up ar (ch15. Ouwe of
camp, on foest, in the dark. ar 06:00, Two o four
hours per day on horse back o reach and return
from the chosen ravine, One to rwo hours per day
climbing and clambering into and our of the
extremely steep lower reaches which the horses
could nor reach safely. And hours and hours of
lsoking. And [ mean really looking, nor scanning.
Good qualicy 10 x 40s are the hest binos for the
job and it i important o minutely quarter every
aspect of the sight picure before moving on. And
despite the fact that you have carefully examined
an arca, |l|||k1.'l.|. ||||liuﬂ|. f'l-fl::-' ‘-.hru':! Jrld |H|"|I|I
checked and me-checked every shadow, nook and
cranny, vou need w do it agan and again, You
never know when a nyala is going mo rise up, like
a phoenix from the ash gray shadows, as the sun
moves and [T his cool nook 1w i hoo
|1|.'|1|:'rr.:|li|1i_', rays., You also need o concentrate.

Focus on the job ar hand and not ler your mind

e

wander. Once it starts to do so, vou may think
YOUL ire still ||1|rl|.ir|j_l.. bur you arent r::n”_v doing
50,

[ay one - nothing bur mo stunningly
beauriful Menelik's Bushbuck ewes !,"h.mil'ly_ like
brighe, reddigh tan jewels amongse the shades of
green on green — almost like minaoure bongo -
the only rival o mountain |'|:|.':||u. for the 1o spot
of Africas premier trophy animal. Day rwo -
nothing. Mothing at all. Ir's a conszipated day, says
INassos. qu!l:ltll'; CAFE €Lk, l]s:. three — one
young 20" male mountain nyala cavorts along the
steep slope of the opposite ravine wall, quine
oblivious to the face thar his every move is
watched with bated breath .:lg.-' X pu:ir:l. of anxious
eves, Where are his two elder brothers that Walde,
one of our four Ovamo mackers, saw in the same
Spot before our arrival? l}:l}' four ||i:lL|:trI|.l;. A
strong wind whistles up the chosen ravine,
strengthening as che day wears on. By 16:00 we
pack iv in and dimb our ineo the comparatively
sheltered fores,

Riding through these ancient natural forests is
like something out of Lond af the Ringr. The
overhead canopy blodks our the sun. Ir is quier,
dark and still, Beneath the CANOPY it ix clear and
YOl can 1||.-.'ari1|.'|-|_\- see arolind Yok tor a radeas ol
aboue BO o 1040 The humus

underfoot softens all noise, Everyone moves

paces or so,
quictly. Irs as if the forest casis a spell over
everyone, Even the odd clingle bf a bit. whiffle
from a horse, only seems to enhance the sense of

peace and calm !n'l.'rr|'||n.uri|:|.'. 1 find II:I.:."l{‘“



I e preture was &

1 l.IIIl.l\.

CICCPErs

|i||||_l.|||:_' af cives and ||||'.'| hauns s
benearh a moss encrasted branch with
vines and old mans beard rraling downwards
Aot Rpe sk il wou ||.|I.|, & wivid LTIt ion

DPay five we decide to establish a Hy Camp at

'Iul' 'J.'|||I| CusICrn |.'|'-II "I ‘.II\. COMNCeEREIEN Il i
three hour horse ride 8o the chosen arza, We leave
v the dark as per wsual, As dawn lightens the
£ ;

track and | can see suthciently
my mube, called Mbeki by Nassos

subborn as your president

to ride, | moun:
IIL § JuLSY s
‘Hi

he says '\-'||

aherni o B il PP paRcp J T

believes vou et AIDS [eom the |lavarary seat or

-|"||||||||!_ ||'\.'I'||I| |I|" ||l. ||II':':Ii'- || ¥

memarable trip. First, we pass a "hob”™ of hyena

CALETW x|||:|!;|-|| to the left of the '.‘l.ll.ll "-Il'lll 5

liteered w |"|| :|||_|| TTHA |.1. .|l'|| |||_|'..._' of &l Icast one

temale leo and a civer. Clearly there has been

Undererred by the serenads

ewes gaze dt us curiowsly from

shour 50 paces before skipping off into the

undergrowth,. The tnp tests my inadeguare niding

skills and | am nearh |'|_.|__II.|:.'|| s | find in
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ba pdcly gopeared mext bo th
P

brifns, { dmer [ b to return fo Erbdapia and try agaie

havizontal ity af haden mear the foor af by _u.';.':.'..

_|||...l,: ||||'|||'_\.||l|.L ik .||:._L o rw .I-_i |'.||i=|' I!||II'-'_
| I

sreenly downhill, | repeat | v mvself like a manitra

Maothing bad ||.||l|'-.|:- unless vou fall off, |Il"'|!l||'|!.

biad happens unles vou fall off.” [ really, really do

nor wane te Fall, Tt is almeoss three monchs o the

|||‘| Kince 1 Fraciured mwo Ih.'lll'i"l.ll' m ny ||.I||'.

ancl _|_|I.|||_::|| | || I ||-'|_| W |. it wall sl be

wome weeks belore my  recovery s |,-IIII|I|:!«.

Somehow 1 stay on, even if somewhar inelegantly

indd, as we ciimb ok of | |Il..'|' villev, [rasr SCmrs

il |_|| Eresn i|_||"|"-|| TECOYED 1 :'||I||I||'I::'II

¥ Tl r.u.'fll.llr":'l" i KTl

A .
P AW ey .



Menelik's
Bushbuck rams and 12 females we see en roure

and thoroughly enjoy the eight

Lis hunters part company with the camp satf,
-.1.-'rL|- B0 00 T SRCCE (OLLE ”l. -\..|I|||l. & WE Want o
continue following a fresh, big, bull track from
earlier that moming. We end up looking down a
steep slope, through a narrow gap in the trees, o
the dark brown parch of a sale lick, It is 10h0O0
and [ do not rare our chances highly, although the
tracks have led us this way, The lick is on the edge
af |l.1t-.|| af 5.:'|I:-||I|-:| on the crown of a small,
rourd hill chae previowsly served as home o a
small village and the hut remnants are sall visible.
['he area on the hill rop has been stripped bare of
trees for fire wood and the griss eliminated by
OvEr Erazing. Every kind of netde, thom and
encrouched horrilile

thistle has chearing o

impenetrable, intertwined mess,
strangely, the nvala bulls seem o like these spots
.|||I.i WwC IIJ'I-'I.' |||||.'|| sen ||'l|.'|| |r|"\.|| EraL k"- [{]=" 1
these marted, vwisted, inhospitable areas, where
every plunt seems po want a piece of you and your
clothes. Certainly the nyala did noc appear to et
anv of the noacious weeds and [ can only spee ulare
thiat they may usc the dense thickers as PICECTION
when bedding down, much as | had seen them do
in the Munessa forest.

We leave Saviou, our head tracker, 1o warch the

lick with Walde and break for lunch and

A J';.-rlpll-q Band of frmters — Il‘l".:.uu left to righ

discuss tactics. Hard boiled eggs, crisp, dry toast,
cream cheese and delicious spicy meut halls were
on the menu. If you like hot, spicy food, then
Ethiopia is the place for you

Massos decides to leave Walde, armed wich a
smunll, two=wav radio, at the lick with Meshin, our
national game scout, and head furcher down inm
the valley with Sayfou and Kinkino, to an open
grassy glade, surrounded on all sides by forest, We
arrive at just afver 15:00 and sit amongst thick,
|l.||-:' :;ll\.'l.'ll. ||.I:!|I.||||'| like i:l.l.ul.". and dark F|1.'I.'I|
shrubs, ar the foot of a huge kosso tree, We are on
the uphill side of an elongated dearing, shaped
like a rugby ball, about Bl merres at s widest,
which stretches away for a distance of some 265
metres. We are a little exposed and quickly and
quietly cur two lealy branches which we plant 1o
our front o sct as camouflage, As usual, |
II1'|I1'||.'l|I.lIH'|:|' take readings of the distances w a
series of reference points, near and far, in and
around the clearing, with my Leica Geovid 7 5 42
binoculars, | pull out the legs of the bipod
artached o the specially reinforced front '~|i|||_'.
swivel on my rifle and pracrise aiming ar my
VAFLoLEs reference points,

Owing o the steep slope of the hill, the only
way | am comfortable is ".|:\.' resting thie feet of the
bipod on the wps of my strong, waterproof,

[ealian .':rklu:,-, boots which, ||I|i.1|||J.||'. Imaroon in

3 ‘-.ﬂs‘ i

v B . 0 Y
Mern (mationad L Kivrkimg '.n'u:rmrnr e seout) Sayfon (macker), the auchor and Nasor Rowussos,
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calour, have r|'|.:|||-:|||||:|' settled wneo a dull, |-,'||a.|:|.'
berovrn and black

There is not a lot o do now but wair, Given
the smallness of the area exposed oo view, there is
not even the necessity of glassing to while away
the time. Cyveadas buzz and burr and the warm
weinrer sum s absorbed by the dark, olive green o
my shirt-covered back. Ir feels good. My muscles
relax, 1 eile the buee of my rfle ‘@l it reses on the
ground. My arms |||l.-|:-. My head |.|Ir.l|a|l.1. and
drovwsiness Crecps stealthily over me...

Sayfou’s hoarse, low, anwious whisper broke
into my daydreams. As | whipped my baschall
capped head oft my knees my heart lurched
164) |||.||L. i

stood  broadside, 4.':11.'|!;c':|i..L||.r

Ihere, at my metre TS v

mounEn  ny
hcwr ning the mud beneath his forefeet,

A young male and beauriful, dove grey, martur
female stood like matues, face on, saring ar the
impressive performance of the bull,

Where had they come from? How had they got
here so suddenly? Whale 1 was slowly and caretully
mounting my 375, 1 simultancously murned my
head rowards Nassos. “Wait,” he \'\Ir'.l'.]li.'l el
urgently, “Wait, | want to check his horns. Be
calm, he will pick his head up again, He must

o fix the crosshairs of the welescope on the

bull’s left shoulder meant | had o il my feer on

which the bipod was resting, upwards, as far as




Fiir siiperl Ry

they would go, | was excited bur nox unduly so
Ar el

ing could go

that it affected iy aim. | was confident

distance, with this size rget, ne
WIDNE, [0 WIDNE, g0 Wong
Sull the bull kept up his

My calf muscles eventually starved

Lhcar winning

performance
to tremble ever so slightly. | could feel the tension
building in me. | wanred 1o ke the shor on offer.
| was l|'.|d:. I wanted 1o shoot now!

I dropped my feet to the ground while still
holding the rifle firmly wirth both hands, the but

rucked into the nook of my shoulder l:'\-||!'~' The

right hand |L|.' al the fipod I\-:||Il:~|.| off my boot
At thay precise moment the nyala looked up. He
Wdh FIAJESTIIC, ITIRESC ki, |l‘.lll|1‘| He looked directly

audience. "Okay, he's o

=

o the front, ignoring hi

good ane,” whispered Massos, awed as 1 was by
the huge, thick, lyre shaped homs covered with
mounds of moist, black wurf, sprouting from the
As 'Ill.

sights seviled on i shoulder, 1 immediately

e, Roman-nosed head of the bull

1.|||:|'l..':'|| the ENgper. In my

CAPEITIESS, DD AN

gently as | should have. However, my last

recollection of the picture in my sights was al
dark grey shoulder and ribs as the bipod seemed
o simultaneously slip off my boots again

I was in time to see the nyvala turn unhurriedly

and regally o s rght and, in two huge, powertul

bounds, disappear up the sreep bank and inro the
long grass and shrowding shrubs, Massos raised his
hands, palms open and facing the sides of his

v WEFL I'II"-\i.'I.l

hiead, "You missed him! O ey ©

him!” he said, o book of pain and disbelief written

clearly over his tense deeply tanned face

lrseadl Wrreed qpnuatdicy mowntain nyala represent the ened of & quent wiich ha faken 3 safaris and 33 by

{ |||r.||||-.|_'h his head in his hands he exclaimed,
“Oh o, ah no, not with such a bull, Please, not
with such a bull!” I looked back ar Savfou and
Kinkino whao looked down at their feet and would

meet my gaze, | was in shock. Seeking an

excuse for the in

xplicable miss | m d, "I
think the ':'-||'-|u.i mist have -.i||1p-c'|| off mv boors as
| fired.”

In a wave ol ||L'||l:l.':\" bewilderment .|;;|' LI

what | had done, | stumbled down the hill in the
wake of Massos and Sayfouw, rowards where the

boull had seood, ipnoring the dwmbserock cow and

voung bull as if they were a bad smell ar a posh

dinner party. | Inly when we reached the spor did

the two mountain nvalas reluctantly  mowe

rowards the reeline

I'here was no blood. MNassos urged Savfou to

pick up the rracks and follow them. There was an
urgency to evervthing he said and did. His eyes
burned holes in my head when he looked at me.,
“What have | done?”

Yy M uth

blurted involuntarily trom

As we followed the tracks in the hope that the

.1'II|i Wil - ||'. .|.||<| would seek to

14 ‘-I'IIII
rejoin his companions, any hope that | had hit the
bull faded. Thirry, forty, fifty, then sixty metres

wound slowly past as we head up the bank. No

od, Just big, decp bull tracks scuffing globs of

still damp black et from the ground as i
effordessly cantered up the steep ~|Cl[!-'

Suddenly Massos pointed to down at the tracks
I'Ijl I'II L

tiny splocch of brighe red blood gleaming againse

hit him!™ 1 bent over o examine the

the emerald green of a fallen leaf over which it was

29

sting dayr fo realise

pleaied ik g5 becanee [ am

spRarrerec QPE SUrEed througr my Chesc 14
| I, Hope surged throug) hese. 1 had

barely digested the intormation when Saytou ran

wowards me, arms outstretched, shouting ™ Shoot!

Shoot!™ | stared wildly around me. Where was the
bull? |

franvically like the rurret of a demented rank

cowldn’t see ! My head swivelled

Sayfou grabbed me by the shoulders and a torren

of Amharic Howed over me. He turned me 1o my

and p.-|||||,'||_ x||.|L|||_|_lh me in the SErAnge

Passion '-'-|||l.|| B l-.'d |'||‘-|| and turned him into

an uncontrollable maniac.

I'here he is," shouted MNassos. “"Whar a
monser!

Where! Where? | ||.||“.|:'|| trantically
Massos

finger as he pointed to the

Evenrually | tollowed prarled,

MICTOTINES=- 8L

n the ground,

grownd two metres away, There
strerched our on his righe side, as if fasr aslee Py lay
the miast I1'..I!'_I'.'I:||:'III mowntan mvala 1 had ever
seen, a bright buttonhole of blood precisely

marking the

position of its heart on s lefi
shoulder.
We went crary, Berserk. We hugged. Shoured,

Shook hands, Ran in circles, Even danced a little,

Far a few moments we were diunk. Delirious. In
a world of our own. The ponderous arrival of the

overweight Kinkino, the reglonal game scour,

VU WS fO OWr senses, Sart of

I cannot begin o |'1F:-|.|i|1 the |-:'-||||1|-.'x array of
emotions thar |.||'.!|:.t!_-'||';| |hr-:-||'r:|‘| my brain, Body
and being. It had been the longest 70 metre walk
af mv life, 1fa !':.||'.|_'|||;~r|\ moose had been waiting
for me at the end of it, it could not have been any

IOnger



