
six feet: tall) from the Department of
Nature Conservation walkgd in having
just ridden his bicycle down from the
Tinten Palast ('ink palace' or the main
ofice)'waving a letter. "Read rhis!" he said,
and roared with laughter.
'r ,{ThisrLnerican wants to Come and hunt
here." I read the letter-it was from Elgin
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y gteet break came in 1958.
I was in our gun shop when
'Sixv' Holtzhausen (he was over

Gates in Los Angeles.
Despite not having done anything quite

like it before, I was quick to reply and
accept the challenge. There is a gteat
difFerence between hundng for yourself or
with your friends, 

".rd 
g.tldi.rg someone

who is paying for your knowledge of
the wildlife, abiliry to find and judge a
good trophy, and skill to organize the
material, personnel, and vehicles required
for success. This is how the legend ofsafari

hunting in southern Afiica s;aned.. '

Looking back todayi'I realize how
unprepared, . inexperienced, and simply
ignorant I was about the real safari
outfitting world.. Fortunately, Gates was
a pioneer in many unexplored countries
with no-nexistent professional hunters, and
he took kindly-to my basic hunting skills,
knowledge of the country, aqd willingness
to learn alqng the way Although I could
rclI you whether a female gemsbok was



pregnant or not, for this safari I had to
learn to estimate the horn length of a
good trophy male. And, when it was

down, there was no slitting of its throat
and hauling it to the pickup. Oh no, it

was first neatly arranged for photographs,
with all traces of blood removed, and the
client and his rifle positioned for the best
effect. Only then was the animal gutted to
release the heat f-rom the body to prevent
hair slip; an equally important Fjctor in

a successful safari. The horns were then
measured and the carcass carefully laid out
on a prorecrive canvas in the vehicle so as

not to chafe the precious coat ofhair.

Back at the camp, which on this safari
was a clearing under a shady camelthorn

tree, was the perfect hanging place for

our carcass. It was here that I got my first
lesson in skinning for a taxidermist to

provide the hunter with a lasting treasure

of his hunt. Fortunately for me, I was a

fast iearner and was able to learn frorir a
person like Elgin Gates. Elgin told me that
he was part American Indian, and when I
looked carefully, I could see the aquiline
features, muscular physique, and the step
with which he moved, almost runninq but
w i thout  e f fo r r .  You cou ld  imag ine  h i i  on
a wild horse without a saddle, hying across
the prairie, or smoking a peace pipe with
the elders of the tribe. Quite a man. His
father, who was with him on the safari,
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was Caucasian, so it must have been his

morher  who was Ind ian .
E lg in 's  shoor ing  was equa l ly  impress ive .

and you had no doubt that when his

rifle was aimed at anything, it would

go down. His rifle, not my favourite

choice of calibre, was a .300 Weatherby
Magnum. and effect ive as ir  may be. I

would op! for something with a limle less

recoil. Howevet I knew why Elgin was

using a Weatherby-he was great friends

wi rh  Herb  K le in .  who was an  unof f i c ia l
salesmair for Roy \fcatherby. Secondiy,
Americans just iove a gun that will shoot

flatter and reach out farther than that of

the  nexr  guy .  So I  had one c l ien t  a f te r

another with their Weatherbys, and w€

could continue to discuss, if not argue,

the merits of their rifles. I only know that
if you had given Elgin a .300 Rook rifle,

he would still have done well.
On rhe l ighter side. Elgin was very

communicative and told stories about his

previous hunrs. parr icularly For rhe Marco

Polo sheep in the highAltai Mountains. As
he talked, you could feel the snow around
you and the  f ros t  b i t ing  your  f inger t ips .

I know that he was criticiied for havine
shor  more  than the  l im i t  on  tha t  hunt ,  bu i
there was a val id reason f61 th21-1hs rns21

was desperately needed for the men who
were with him. At a safari club meeting,

when he was asked to tell the story, some

of his adv6rsaries were in the audience, all

of whom werd ready to tear him apart.
When Elgin stepped up to the podium,
his magnificent presence overwhelmed
rhem. He took one look across the hall

without saying a word and then, in a clear,

g'
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application I justified his status as a v€ry

important person" on the grounds that he

brought foreign money into the country,

which secured the full cooperation of the

administration.
In Elgin's letter, he offered to. pay me

US$56 per day for myself and a vehicle,

plus the cost of petrol, food, and licences.

I was only looking to be reimbursed for

actual costs, so I had no daily rate in

any case. He then broached tl.re idea of

bringing his father and asked me for an
all-inclusive quote. I adjusted the price to

$100 per day for two cl ients, al l- inclusive,

and asked my friencl Fredy Schmidt to

corne with his l,and Rover so we would

have two hr-rnting cars. As it turned out, I

could never repay Elgin for the busir.ress he

provided over the next few years.

As I look through his f i le (I  st i l l  have i t) ,

I  come across names l ike Ch:rr l ie Vornr,

Dr. Sib West, John LaGarde, and Jul io
Estrada. He recommended manlr people to
me, always with a note of who they were,

what they were like, and what to expect.
He was always r ight in his asscssment of
the potential cl ient, which saved me much

trouble in gett ing to [<now them.

As For trophy fees, I can clo no lretter

than to quote fi'om n-ry December 20

1958 le t te r  to  h im:
"Llcant'e s for Kudu, Gcmshc,k rtnr.{

Hartebeest cost 011( pornd (jtut wtder 3
t/o//ars) per ltend. Elnnd is l4 tlollars per
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head. Springboh are rwo headfor orue pound.

Zebra and rX/ildebeesr will probably be free
oJ chdrge .

Elgin collected kudu, gemsbok;. zebra,

and springbok. The number allowed were

two each for his father and him; and for

this we travelled several thousand miles to

cover all the areas in South tVest Africa.
t  .  t I  I ' rThe rrophies all qualit ied For Rowland

Ward.

Quoting From the article he wrote in

D{,#6t,'pa

a gemsbok or break my nech trying'hardened
one time when I was in London, w/tere at
Wl. Jrfrrl dv Co,. the gun makers in Pall
Mall, I saw the ltorns of a bull oryx that
loohed as long and thick as baseball bats.
Far me.that was it. Right tben I kruew that
I wowld haue to take a gemsboh if I had
to strangle ir wirh my bare hands By a1y
standard, the giant oryx is one of the world's
great trophies."

Ugint resolve was my .challenge. To

$enronnu €qurPfncnT Co., lnc.
'r*EncuRY nictro*s & PAtls. . . oun oNtY BrJ$Nr5$'

--lr25o cohT HrGr{l,yAY, sJrrSrOE, CA[rOrNrA

2 ? 
' i l' r3ao .1 

tt o* ttlnloct ..3..t

iYouerfrr l*, 1958

Oecr Strc;

cu{nt igtri.d xny tirol {n tctt, ,?orth qtd lcst ifr lec2
f jraua collrcted rarry lptctes a, gare aallnta for iflrrurr
ln tir Ulltted Stat.r,

,yo,, onr of thc lYurruan ecnlt r. lo obtotn lptcllrt'ant ql 2he
Cerrbuc,t and, Sprtnglolr ol Soatlt At?tca. "l lrqer nlrogr lecn
rucccglt l* grlf {ng lolr l lnd o/ a gu{de lo tar(i rg lato
tAr gcrc crro, Dut f tsren't Oaen q0le to oitsln qny lntor-
rolton qlout locqtlnt q gutdr uio cca tsir rr te flre lra!{lo!
oJ l irr cnhglg.

tllat I ront io do ts lt{re o gulde, o gcne werd;l, o tparftiaa
or a plrlte l luatr o{!}r c tand Routr oe otlrer ueilcle nfra
rorld tllrr to rplrd s rrrrr or ten dcyr o{{h nr In an eftoft
io eollre ! rpae{r.rir ol llre dcrcluc,t snd Srrlag}oit. tla
rlalorcts prrporat{oa or egul.ore^t e, any ltad oll|er tAaa
s pr,rfcle fs nrcdrd. ty oprr egulpolrnl roatd qarounl lo closl
75 povtdt fncludtng q ."!OO r?agaua rlf le, a tew cortrldgra,
D{noculcr'l, ccrcro and q fea hrtnttng clstier. t c{n do itt.
c,frlurlng ayctlf aN to,ke care of t lto prapsrcttoa al l lrt r i lnr
crrd lroral.

J  uould be o{ l t { ' rg  to payt20 per  day ( r56.e U.S.)  far  th t
hlrc of a gulde and i|{g }citcle qnd .f uould also pcA lie corl
o l  petra l ,  fo&r l { r lnct r ,  .4c. ,  d l , . lag t r ra l runt ,

Xf you tncu of aayea. rCro artgltl 'e tnt€r?r,rd la tlrfc offer,
p l .qs.  psts t ' | is  l r l l r r  s loag snd srr r  f ie*  lo  or l le  r l .

lours vrTy -r{nceraly

ZfuaT.&,t
Etdlh ?. Cater
1635O Coagt Htgrtlllo'y
.Sur/cldc, Cal elorila g.S.r.
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my knowledge this was the first paying

safari in southern Africa. There had been

previous hunts of every kind, of. course
- commercial hunts for ivory, skins, and

. .'
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meati and hunting in general since time

immemorial. tophy hunting was already

an. established sport in East Africa, but had
'not vet drifted down as.far as .southern

Africa. Elgin Gares brought ir  to South
\West Africa. ;

Elgin had hunted in all the. big game

areas of the world, and after he had shot

everything with the rife; he went about

taking everything with a bow and arrow.

As if this were not good enough, Elgin

" also won one 'competition after another

with the shotgun and became a world

champion. To be in the company of a man

ol this calibre was worth a great deal to

me, and it started me on the path that I

would follow for the next 45 ye4rs.
\We hunted hard lor 12 days, and by

travelling at night and hunting during

. the day we covered all the major areas in

Namibia, from the Namib to the Kalahari

and rhe Kaokoveld. Vith Fredy's help we

goq the food made, the vehicies packed,

and the trophies cleaned and dried. tVater

was always a concern. but we saw to i t

that we always had a full drum on board

by filling up at every borehole we came to.

Fredy's Land Rover and my Dodge pickup

were Stacked high with gear 'and food

and topped oS by my two Ovambo men,

Nduo the tracker and a general factotum

called Komu.

Fredy and I were borh amateur cooks-

very amateur-but we did not skip a

meal and settled. down 
.to 

whatever steak

there was: sp_ringbok, gemsbok, or kudu.

Elgin had me stop at the little store in

Gochas to buy a guitar, the least expensive

in the shop - the rype that the herd boy

carried with him during the hours tending

the precious karakul sheep. The little

insrrument would come out after dinner,

and he and I would entertain each orher

with folk songs, American and Afrikaans

alternately.
During this initial safari with"Elgin,

I learned all that goep into a safari, and

my'book is nqt thick enough to describe

i t  a l l .
Above al l  Elgin wanted an oryx, whose

true home is the Kalahari Desert. .There

is no finer sight than 30 or 4O gemsbok
running across a red sand dune with their

rapier shaped horns flashing arid their tails

srreaking across the landscape in fronr of

you.

\X{hen we arrived in the Kalahari, it

became evidenr rhis would not be a walk

in the park. It was mile after mile of hot

sand.dunes, with only the enticing sight

of those horns thar Elgin cal led "baseball

bats" to keep us ,going. It was impossible

ro find what we were looking fbr on foot,

"' "' ii?, lgf I B;' lt gni:igv o?rr," "i;" iol"i' ?ir,f !"ilfl,Z' tr,, X,
,fulrsr iere.

Outdoor Life magazine in 1963: "I neuer
hunted the king of all the desert-dwelling
oryx tribe, the gemsbak, and that wts one
trophy Id always wanted. My resolue ro take
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so until a likely-looking specimen was
spotred.  we would scout  around in the
Land Rover. This was time-consuming
work,  but  we d id not  mind s ince there
were many oF these impressive animals to
train our eyes on the shape and length of
the horns- Soon,we were able to sort out
rhose over  40 inches,  about  one in a 100.
On the orher  hand,  rhere were hundreds
of  rhem.

The red sand dunes ran in  a roughly
north-south direction, parallel. to eaeh
other, with a 'street''varying from 20 to
100 yirds belween them covered with
grass ,and bushes salled three-rhorn. Jhe
duaes somelimes hadi qome grast, with
the ociis.ional carneltholn qree.: Ofien the
duaes were complerely barq with just the
ied" sand that is very heary goinglunder
foot. Even a fuur-wheel drive vehicle often
runs out o[steam trying to rraverse them,
forcing you to find another spot to cross.

Good luck comes to everyone sooner or
later, and it was our. turn. I spotted a few
gemsbok some 400 y".d, a*"y under the
shade of a camelthorn uee.. Orie looked
big - not only rhe horns. because ir was
too far away to assess rhem correctly, bur
the whole body seemed exraordinarily
large. We slipped out of the Land Rover
and sk i r ted a long the s ide oF rhe dune

until we were across the point wheie they
should be. Cautiously I peered over the
dune,  but  there was noth ing.  They had
vanished inro thin air.

'Elgin 
moved with md as we lifted

ourselves higher, when suddenly that big
bull was looking.us almosr in the eyes. He
had come up between the thorn bushes
and was no more than 10 yards from.us.
Vell I don'r know who got the biggest
scare, the bull, or us but he was gone in
a flash while we rried ro collect oursel,res
inro a shoor ing posi r ion.  At  about  150
yards the gemsbok hesitared for a momenr
and looked back at us. That was all
Elgin needed, and his shot from the .300
\featherby took the buil squarely on the
shoulder. There was quite a bit of dust,
but I knew the bull would be just behind
a bush I had marked in my mind's eye.
\fhen,we reached him the hair'was already
starting to rurn up. and I knew we had
h;m. Elgin was elated, especially when he
strerched the tapE oul.44 inches.

On our way back to camp, we
encountered a.solitary female gemsbok.
I could see why she was alone - hips
proruding and ribs distincdy showing;

she was not long For this world, and surely
we were doing her a favour administering
the coup de grAce. At least the horns would
serve a good purpose, as Elgin wanted the
pair for his collection.

I knew the gentleman from Califurnia
was a good hunter, but he was certainly a
lucky one as well.

On this sarri€ trip, Elgin a13o hurlted in
Mogambique with Joe Simoes' H6 wrote
about both saf;iris in Outdoor Life, whlch
resulted in several enquiii.s to igme and
hunt with me. Some testimonials werg,
perhaps undeserved, as I was sti l l  very
much a nqyice, but Elgin must hav.e had
faith that I w-"uld be up to the task of
being a paid professional hunter.

Published by Paladin Press, PH Basie
Maartens\ 232-page ha rdcouer lea rherbound
book, 

'Last 
Safari,: edited by Brooke

CbiluersLubin, is a numbered, limited
edition of 300 c:opies with rnore rhan 200
ohotos. It can be ordered onhne at www.'paladin-prcss.com. 

or by calling rheir toll-
jiee number: 1-800-392-2400. 7he iosr
b $275.00' plus shipping and hqndling
charges,Q)
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