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anirence, this is mo ||.l:||;|.'m||'. L
Translated into his nagive Turkana,
Seephen was saying, "Laurence, you
are the dumbese whire man in all
Christendom,”

"We'll never get dae on cub survival if we
don't count cubs. And rhis is the only way o
doir."

"Burt she charged us the last ime we
tried this.”

"|'|_-_.||. b they are very close this time — 1
kmow we can get a count.”

"But we are in the middle of rwo hundred
ok,

“Yeah, but r':lr:r don't seem toomind os, and 1
really want to couny those cubs,”

Just then Female 11 burst our of a bush 30
yards in frone of ws, wirh the distinctive roar of
o mama lion defending her brood.
Simulraneously. her big uncallared companion
{known o us as 115 Friend) charged us from
the ”Fl"" Ax fifreen vards, scientific denachment
gave way to gibbering terror and [ fired a shot
in frantof 11, spraying E‘r.wrl in her face, Both
fermales evaporared in a gratifying instane, and
W e ked ouir Wiy I|'||'|rIJE|'| the baiffiloes back
i the car, grinning ai each other the way fools

do when they have once again survived their
oy stupidiny:. We each had counted three
small cubs

Besides hav Ing Fln.-l [IFE) F;wld fun and
annoying Blameles animals, was there some
poine o this idiocy? We were doing our modest
hir 1o prevent the disappearance of wild lions in
Alrica. Six VEArs age, | abandoned my belived
spotted hyenas and came to the thornbush of
Kenya's Laikipia Dhistrice vo iniriare ane of the
firse conservarion studies of lons and ather
||II'|.|JI:l::-Il| in the efiel, hard world of man

Around the world, predarors have
disappeared becanse they kill man's livestock. I
ok Western |"||r||['-:'.||'n thousands of YEArs to
wipe out bears and wolves, In eastern Naorth
America, it ook a tew hundred years, Berrer
uns, irps and podsan cleared wolves and
grizzlies from the American West in a few
decades, Mow it is Africas turn,

For vears, conservationises have been rightly
concerned abour dwindling populatons of
r||.';1||.|.|1l'|. rhinos and apes. Bur while no one
was watching, the great predators have been
dizappearing even faster, o to any national
|1Jrlc i Africa and o will gee hone and hear
hyenas, But outside parks, the situation s
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drastically different. Unnl recentdy,
conscrvationists estimared 100 000-200 000
wild lions in Africa, A survey last vear by the
'ir]'ll.ill'l I 100 I\‘;“lllLl“!:‘ Ilill.ll'l O I||I.I|.'I:I. r]l."
there is probakly less than 23 000 lefe. There
are perhaps 15 000 cheetahs, and possibly

5 000 wild dogs. We know nothing abour
|5:|‘E'rl.:| mimbsers. but thev are dw |I'||,|||I1H'. Tk
Oinly the adaprable and elusive leopard is
holding its own,

I;.:ll.ll:u'. II'lf |'|'|Ji1'lr|'| L '::II'. |'.\In!.||||ﬂ SLITVIVE il'l
national parks, most of which are too small o
ensure long- term survival of viable
populations, and oo widely separated
prevent the genetic problems thar arise when
isolagion causes close relatives mo interbreed,
['olitical instability can wipe our a protecred
dita i|| W k'\. s W I'lil'\'r scen il'l ':]If '|rJ.F'1.'I.I'¢' f"l
today’s Zimbabwe,

Even within protecred areas, most carnivores
die at the hand of man; in F:urk'.. 505% of the
liars dare killed by humans, (In and around
Vellowstone, the world’s first national ||.|.r]-c. an
.ul-c'-lln-.l.ing 9% ol Erinllr'«. are killed by
hiumans. ) This occurs |'|,1r1|:\' I:|1:l'|'|||_|_l||1 g h|l'|p:

many African carnivores die in snares set for
edible game - but mosdy because these animals



have huge home ranges, and are likely o cross
park boundaries into lands inhabived by

hmans and their livestock.

|'"||l|1|::nugh ||||ﬂr|i;i'~ra have studied African
predators in parks since the 1960s, we know
next to nothing abour their behaviour and
ecology where they must cope with high levels
of human persecution.

Lions are ]!IRI'IJ}' socia] creameres, dependent
upon their fellows o |‘|n:'||'| hunt, and then
defend their kills, What happens 1o their social
syutem when 20-30% is shoe each year? Nor da
we know miich .1.|'||:r|:|1 preveniing their
depredations on livestock, Are there ways of
tending cartle and goats thar would reduce the
number taken by predasors, yee seill be
affordable and ace :!:uhln ] i:m]ulll.'rril.h.l.ul..
conservarive African |s|:r|Jin|_.: tribes?

|.uikl|'l|.u is an ideal |4|'H1r4|;|:sr"|.' far this 5.||,|d:|.'.
Lying astride the equator at the base of Moune
Kemya, it is a microcosm of rural Africa, Near
the mountain, subsistence farmers and marker
g.ir-.imrr-«. get r|1l.‘5ugj|. rain 1o eke out a |.i|.-'|n|a|.

Further north, commercial cattle ranches
ownied |1:,' descendants of the original Bricish
sertlers, surround the lands of the |.:|.i|-ti|'||:|k
Masai wha subsist on their herds of goats and
cartle, Both ranchers and rribesmen still use the
ancient herding systems that evolved here in

TEspanse 1o the twin threaes of pl\r;{a:nn and
|L|||'|'|.||'| r.|i|:|.|.'n. !.rt“ CONSTANT COncerms rl.l(!.l:l-'

During the day, livestock are closely tended
by herders who bring the animals back 1o spend
the nJEhI in thornbush bomas ('kraals in
southern Africa.) Wildlife, from dik-diks to
elephants, is abundant on the ranches, where
low stocking rates maintain healthy rangeland.
Most importantly, ranchers in Laikipia have
become ardent conservationists, committed o
|1I|.':¢|".'il'|!-_ the habitar and wjll,“:ll-l;.

In all of Kenya, only on Laikipia ranches is
wildlife increasing, Most of the communal
arcas, however, are badly overgrazed and
wildlife is less common,

With enthusiastic help from Laikipia
r.mu'htr.-. Wi il.-lt'l: -.uj'il!ll.h'l] OVET :|:||r|-|.'|!_g.' ]ill:ln;
rh-.-:. are released WEATINg radio collars and short
an ounce of blood, taken for discase studies. By
IrJLLihg them from the air, we have bearned
that the average lion moves aver five or six
mnches, bur almose never croases onto the
communal areas, where there is oo Litile
natural prey and wo many people ready
poison stock raiders.

The use of cheap and readily available paison
is on the increase in the tribal areas; a single
pu'liu.:ll'lcl] carcass can kill a pride of lions, a clan
of hyenas, and scores of jackals and vultures,

While acrial mracking gives us invaluable
information on movements, it cannot tell us
much about ecology, How many lions are
associated with the collared individual? How
often do females give birth, and how well do
cubs survive? Wit |up|'|r|1~. o a pride when
some are shot afer L:l”ing one oo many cantle?
Does the death of a pride male mean thar all
his cubs will die in the jaws of the new male
wha repices him?

With tame lions in a national park, we could
just diwve up and watch them. Bur afrer a
century of experience with guns, non-park lions
are extremely wary, staying deep in Laikipias
thick bush by day, and moving only at night. In
':Jrl.l.l.'l Ecx ANSWEr |hf'l:‘ IIHH,"{rll,lT']H. we ‘I’.lL'k ‘I'|E'|'|'|
on foot, hoping w carch enough glimpses
through the bush o gradually build the
biological informarion we need o intelligenty
manage this Eu1p||'|u1|11n.

Glimpses are all we usually get, as the cover
is 5o thick thar often only a few yards separare
lians From scientists when we became avare of
each other, and they slip off inta the bush,

The collars also |'||.'||1 us bearn whart sort of
lian is likely 1o become a serial killer, When we
get 3 call from o ranch thar cartle have been
artacked, we check for collared animals in che
viciniry, building up dossiers an bad characrers,

It does appear thar there are well-behaved
livns and naughty ones: of thoss we originally
capured on a livestock kill, 40% have been
shot for 11:||.'n‘in:!||r|1| mishehaviour. OF those
caprured under other circumstances only 14%:
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hawe been shion for |-c|HiI'||g cattle, Thus far,
females seem to be the main n.|.||:|'.|ri1'|.
us|1n'i.al|}- ald loners with no one o help them
catch wild prev,

Should we remove such animals prevenrively
A5 AOKGN A5 I|'|r::r hecome a |'|rr||'-|-c'|:niI Clan we set
objective criterin, removing an animal afeer ix
has killed say, three cattle in a montch? Or five,
in gix months! How should criteria differ in the
communal areas, where the loss of a cow is
mich more serious than on a ranch?

If a lion is o be condemned, should both
ranchers and Masai firse have to demonstrate
that they are using the bese livestock
management methods to avodd attacks in the
Figst II].I\.J".:' -]ild.l_l.', ||1cr|,' i'g. na pn“.;:.', Nar even o
competent authonty to make decisions.

All the hil.ﬂ:!lktf. in the world won't save lions
if people continue to kill them at the current
rare, And lht‘}' will be killed as |11r|g as we do
not protect livestock,

Elaborate and expensive measures are not
realistic for Africa, so i is formunare that,
|'l||||'l|.':l|l.' .1L1i'l|i|:4.|. ancient African livestock
management methods are very effective.

Ohar research has shown that if bomas are
properly constructed and well mainwined,
cartle cannor burst out in panic when laons
prowl at night. If there are dogs and a nil_l'h:
wiatchman at the boma, they can rowse the
sleeping herdsmen and chase off the lions
before the cartle panic, If herds were tended by
young men, instead of by children, most
predators can be Fighened off before they kill,

Yet bullets and poison are always cheaper and
casier thai even the most modest improvements
10 hushbandry, Unless lions and other wildlife
have value o African people, they will soon
disappear ourside of parks.

Each year in | ;liliirllu. J-40 11n|.]-;-:r.udi|'||;:
lions are shor and lefr oo ror. How much would
these be worth o '|.|1|:-rll.||||,"|'|:J

Although there is currently no sport hunting
in Kenya, we are working on a system o enlin
\;'lllfl huntess ro remaove |1r||31|¢;n1 |in|15,
Income thus generated would be wsed 1o
compensate carthe owners, help the Masai
il‘I'IF\TI.M'I.‘ their ]ill.utu:il.h_g.'. and pay for wider
lion comservation effores,

And what of Female 11'% cubs? Today, ane af
them is known as Female 30, and she has her
first litver, We will have to count them soon.
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