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AT THE REQUEST of many of our friends, I have con-
sented to publish the following account of our sporting
tour in the Soudan, during the winter of 1874-75. But
little alteration has been made in the daily entries of
my journal, as I think that those who take a personal in-
terest in our welfare will feel more in accord with us as
they follow us through our novel experiences, our little
trials and difficulties, and, finally, through that one great
calamity which cast so dark a shadow over our joys,
if T retain it in the simple form in which it was origi-
nally written; and to those who knew him whose
bright life was at last sacrificed to his love for sport,
I feel every confidence that at least a portion of these
pages will produce more than a passing interest.

To the general public I should apologise for adding
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one more to the ever-increasing list of similar publica-
tions, when it can but take a low rank amongst them.
In conclusion, I would ask all my readers, as they
will have ample scope for severe criticism, to bear in
mind that the period to which my diary refers is very
short ; that, owing to the necessarily great sameness in
the daily routine of our lives, little matters were apt to
attract undue notice ; and that, as we went out purely
for the purpose of sport, this is the subject to which the

following pages have been chiefly devoted.
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CHAPTER I

December 11.—At last our much-talked-of shooting
expedition to the Nile tributaries of Abyssinia feelslike a
reality, for we have set foot in Cairo, and now whilst
wandering about in the midst of the teeming population
of an Eastern city, jostled by men of all nationalities in
their characteristic costumes, it is no wonder that the
fact is brought very plainly before our minds that our
winter programme has really begun, and that we must
set to work in earnest to complete our arrangements for
it. Our most important stores, including rifles, guns,
and ammunition, were despatched from England last
October, and one dragoman has already been engaged ;
and as our steamer does not leave Suez for Souakim
until the 22nd, we have ample time at our disposal. .
Our own party at present only numbers four—viz., Lord
Coke, Sir W. Gordon Cumming, Captain Vivian and

B
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5 “LIFE WITH THE HAMRAN ARABS.

myself, and on the arrival by the next mail steamer of
Lord Charles Ker it will be complete. Two other
friends are waiting here for the departure of the Red Sea
steamer on the 22nd—viz., the Earl of Ranfurly and Mr.
Charles Arkwright, but they purpose landing at a port
beyond Souakim, named Massowah, to hunt chiefly in
the Bogos country.

Life in Cairo has been so often described and is now
so well known, that it would be but repetition to record
our daily doings here, so I shall for the present confine
myself to such matters of detail as have immediate
reference to our expedition.

Dec. 14—We have accomplished one important
business to-day in having been presented to the Khedive
by the Consul-General, who explained to him in French
the purport of our visit. With this the Khedive was
evidently much amused, but he was greatly astonished
at our undertaking so long a journey as to the Soudan
merely for sport when there was so much to be ob-
tained in our own country. He has promised us every
assistance in his power, so far as granting us firmans to
the governors of those districts under his rule through
which we shall have to pass.

- Afterwards I presented a letter of introduction to
Nubar Pasha from Mr. W. H. Russell, and though he is
now out of office he may prove of great service to us, for
he has ‘most kindly promised me letters both to his
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cousin Arekel Bey,! Governor of Massowah, and to the |( '
governors of Souakim and Kassala, who he states are his
intimate friends.

Our Maltese dragoman, named Emanuel Vassalo, has
been very busy all day making out lists of things that
he thinks we shall require, but as he has had no experience
of such an expedition as ours they, will need very careful
supervision. He at least enters very keenly into the
spirit of the thing, and, judging by his testimonials, we
ought to consider we have found that wonder of wonders,
an honest dragoman.

He has brought with him from Malta a young friend
whom, according to his wish, we have agreed to take to
act as an assistant to him. His name is Achille Perotti,
but by common consent he is to be known for the future

s ‘Bob.’ He has a thoroughly good honest face, and,
what is also of great importance, he looks a strong
healthy fellow.

This certainly cannot be said of another young
fellow, named Albert Bensilum, whom we have engaged
to-day as a second dragoman in consequence of his
excellent testimonials and of his having spent one winter
in Kassala, and therefore knowing something of the
country we are about to visit. Of very slight build and
sallow complexion, he does not appear to be the man to

1 Arekel Bey, with some Egyptian soldiers, has been 1ecently killed in
Abyssinia by native soldiers.

B2
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stand the rough life we expect to encounter, but he
declares himself to be thoroughly strong and well, and
his perfect knowledge of English and Arabic makes him
avaluable addition to our party. Helooks like an Italian,
but we have not as yet found out his nationality. Still
one more addition has been made to our number to-
day by the engagement of a cook, recommended by
Emanuel, named Mohamed. He at least is not likely
to suffer from the heat in the Soudan, for he is a
swarthy Nubian, and almost as black as a coal. Having
picked up a few English words in Nile expeditions, he
would fain have us believe he is master of the language,
but this is a minor matter if his knowledge of his special
art is a trifle less limited.

The additional stores we are collecting here are
rapidly assuming a rather too imposing appearance,
owing to sundry sacks of rice, biscuits, potatoes, camel
saddles (which have been made for us), water barrels,
and leather bottles; besides numerous articles of food
in smaller quantities and sundry camp requisites, that
Emanuel considers indispensable ; among these are two
huge traps, with massive chains, which, owing to the great
strength’ required to set them, promise to be a source of
far greater danger to ourselves than to any night visitor
to our camp.

Dec. 18.—1 arrived last evening at Alexandria, and
to-day, after seeing our goods cleared at the Customs,
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returned to Cairo. Fortunately for us the Khedive
telegraphed to the Custom House officials to pass them
without loss of time, or we should certainly have lost
our steamer. A ;

Our first disappointment dates from to-day; for
Ker, who arrived at Alexandria this morning, has
received very urgent telegrams from England, which
will necessitate his return by to-morrow’s steamer.

Dec. 22—All at Suez last night; but preceded by
Coke by two days, as he went in advance with Mohamed
to see to our interests there; for not only have we to
find our own supplies on board the steamer, but also
a cook and kitchen utensils. He experienced great
difficulty in getting our ammunition put on board the
steamer, and not without telegraphing to the Consul-
General for his assistance, when the matter was promptly
settled. Besides our own party and the two friends
mentioned as going to Massowah, there are other
passengers who will join our mess on board—viz., Captain
Burnaby, Mr. J. Russell, and M. Marcopoli, who will
land at Souakim, ez route to Gondokoro, to join Colonel
Gordon’s expedition ; and also the Earl of Mayo and
Mr. Flower, ,who intend landing at Massowah on a .
distinctly separate shooting expedition to that of
Ranfurly and Arkwright. We therefore number, with
our ten servants, twenty-one in all, and we have entered

into a contract with a general provision dealer here to
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supply us with provisions and live stock for the voyage,
for 44/. i i

"It is calculated that the steamer, named ¢ Dessouk,’
will arrive at Souakim, a distance of about 750 miles, in
four days, and Massowah, 200 miles farther, in less than
six days from time of departure.

Mr. Levick, the English post-master here, has given
us very useful assistance in the despatch of our goods
and through him we learn that we should have been
saved much trouble and expense if we had had them
consigned to an agent at Suez instead of Alexandria,
where the charge for landing and carriage to Suez
amounted to nearly 60/

Suez has not many attractions for a stranger, so we
have occupied a good part of the morning in a visit to the
barber, who carried out our orders to the letter according
to our individual tastes, some allowing the razor to make
a clean sweep of their faces, whilst others preferred the
very closest application of the scissors to their heads.
Thusso altered as to be hardly recognisable to one another,
and more nearly resembling a party of convicts, we
adjourned to the photographer, and if he does us justice
it will prove a valuable and interesting group to send
to our friends on our return. After luncheon we were
taken on board the ‘Dessouk’ by a Government steam
tug, as she was lying about three miles from Suez ; and

at 4 P.M. she got under weigh, a fresh breeze blowing at

—_
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the time from the south-east, the sky overcast and the
day therefore cool. Mohamed at Suez did his utmost to
get into our good graces, and, fearing lest anything in
his charge might be stolen, would guard our stores by
night and by day. To-day Albert has come to the
front in a critical moment during the transfer of our
baggage to the ‘Dessouk,” in consequence of Emanuel
having drunk success to the expedition just once too
often with his friends at Suez to be of any use at the
time. :

By universal consent we have decided that a light
breakfast at 8 A.M., a more substantial one at 11.30 A.M,,
dinner at 5 P.M., and supper at 9 P.M, will be the best
way to kill time on board ship compatible with health ;
and our cook, Mohamed, has been appointed' cief de
cuisie. .

Dec. 25—With the thermometer standing at 84° in
the shade, it is difficult to realise that this is really Christ-
mas-day, but we have not been without the means of
bearing it in mind in a social sense, thanks to a

present from Mr. Grace, our Alexandrian agent, of a

plum-pudding of most perfect home manufacture, and |

to another from the Peninsular and Oriental Company
of some ice by which we were able to conceal any slight
deficiencies in the quality of Cairo champagne ; nor have
we lacked the musical element, for Mayo has a banjo,
and is accompanied by an English engineer of the

4+
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steamer on the fiddle. The wind, however, is continuing
to blow very freshly from the south-east, and causing
the steamer to roll greatly has somewhat damped our
spirits. We are, nevertheless, a very jolly party, and
the ‘ Dessouk ’ is very comfortably fitted up, especially
one large cabin, which was originally intended for the
ladies of the Hareem.

Dec. 26.—Yesterday the Captain, an old Egyptian,
told us that we should arrive at Souakim this afternoon
in all probability, but in consequence of his fearing
during the night that he might run the steamer on the
coral reefs which abound in this part of the Red Sea, he
altered the course so much to the east that we have lost
ground considerably, and cannot now arrive before to-
morrow. Whilst the steamer was being brought back
this morning to her proper course, we had the pleasant
excitement of suddenly finding that we were running
right on to a coral reef ; only two small points of rock ap-
peared above the surface, but stretching along for a great
distance directly in front of us the unmistakable line
of breakers denoted the impassable barrier, with on one
side of it a sheet of perfectly smooth water.

The excitement of the crew and the rapid bearing
round again to the east, showed us pretty plainly that
this obstruction had neither been expected nor observed

much too soon for the general safety, At 4 P.M. we an-
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chored in a harbour named Sheik el Baghout, where we
must remain till daybreak.

In the meantime we are not allowed to go on shore,
owing to quarantine being in force for some parts of the ),
coast. The nights are so warm that we have.preferred
sleeping on deck, and Ranfurly has had to set up a
patent hammock, with which some of our party have
also been supplied, and here it certainly answers ad- |
mirably. Its chief points of fixture are two very strong
iron pins made like a corkscrew, which are meant to be
screwed into the earth, but now have been driven into
the deck, though the Captain, curiously enough, did
raise some slight objecticn to the proceeding. These
screws are placed at a short distance beyond the ham-
mock, to which they are fastened by ropes, and the ham-
mock is thus raised about a foot from the ground and
made taut by fixing a forked stick about midway
beneath the connecting ropes at each end. They are
certainly pretty, but I doubt their being good serviceable
beds for travelling over varied soils, and they have one |
disadvantage in being very expensive, each, if I remember |
rightly, costing over 10/. M. Marcopoli has proved him-

S

self a most agreeable addition to our present circle, and
it is he to whom Sir Samuel Baker refers so frequently
in ‘Ismalia’ as Marco Polo. He is a Greek, and has so
thoroughly mastered Arabic that he not only speaks the

language, but also reads it with perfect facility. />
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Burnaby is the most industrious of our party, and
may frequently be seen holding a conversation with one
of the crew with the assistance of an Arabic vocabulary
(Sacroug), and he is making rapid progress in their
language. There is a party of French Roman Catholic
missionaries, including a bishop, on board, bound for
Massowah, and when not occupied with their meditations
they take great interest in hearing all about our future
respective plans, though they perhaps would agree with
the . Khedive that we are putting ourselves to a very
great amount of trouble merely for sport.

M. Marcopoli has translated for our benefit our
various firmans. One from the Khedive to the
Governor of Souakim orders that every attention shall
be paid to us, and that all our ammunition and stores
shall be landed without examination. Another, to

‘Munsinger Pasha, the chief representative of the

Government in this portion of the Egyptian dominions;
whose head-quarters are at Kassala, requests that all
necessary protection shall be given us whilst in his dis+
trict, and that our wants shall be supplied so far as
possible.

Dec. 27.—~We arrived this morning in the harbour of
Souakim, and anchored about a quarter of a mile from
the town. At this distance it has a somewhat imposing

| appearance, as the chief buildings, with a few minarets,

are collected together on a small island only separated
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from the rest of the town by a narrow strip of water,
and slightly elevated above the mainland, which extends
for miles as a low flat plain, bounded in the distance by

\
ranges of mountains that have been partially obscured i

from our view by a slight mist. I
After seemingly endless confusion and excitemer:;y
amongst the black-skinned local boatmen, we succeeded
at last in getting our apparently enormous stores trans-
ferred to their cranky boats, and then, under the guidance
of M. Marcopoli, we landed on the island and went to
the house of the governor, and in his absence were re-
ceived by his representatives, to whom we presented our
firmans. He at once, after promising us évery assistance
in his power, proceeded to show us a piece of ground on
the mainland for the storage of our goods until the
necessary complement of camels could be obtained, and
he gave us every hope of being able to start to-morrow,
or next day at latest. The chosen ground is a small
square space close to the landing stage, bounded on
three sides by piles of iron tubing, marked with the
name of an English firm, for telegraph wires, and on the
far side by a mosque, which separates us from the ground
allotted to the Gondokoro party. Their number has
been increased, with their consent, by the addition of‘{
two Greek captains, who are on their way to the White |
Nile to take charge, for the first time, of some steamers.
running between Khartoum and Gondokoro, and for a
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payment of 20/ per month. M. Marcopoli tells us that
two Englishmen originally accepted the contract, and
came as far as Suez, believing they were to command
steamers running between Souakim and Berber, but
upon hearing that this was merely a desert, and that
they would have to find their way to Khartoum before
their work commenced, they refused to go any farther,
and consequently these two Greeks were engaged at a
moment’s notice to replace them.

One would imagine that this was a questionable
experiment, and judging by what Sir Samuel Baker
says in ‘Ismalia’ of the climate in that part of the
White Nile, it seems likely that these new arrivals will
‘not require 20/. per month wages for long.

Ranfurly and Arkwright have landed on an island
near the town to try to get some wildfowl, but we have
had our hands much too full of work to attempt any
sport to-day. Having collected our baggage, we set to
work in good earnest to sort it, to open the huge cases
merely made for the sea voyage, and to decide what
should be left behind in consequence of the loss of one-
third of our number by the return to England of Ker
and his servant, whilst Mohamed and his staff were
well occupied in preparing dinner. Just before sunset a
bathing party to a small island close by was formed,
and thus, with the sudden darkness, our labours termi-
nated for the day. Whilst at dinner the evening call to
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prayers from the mosque at our side brought, perhaps o
for the first time, to the recollection of most of us that
the necessarily busy day we had just ended was really
Sunday. After dinner, our friends from the opposite
side of the mosque paid us a visit, and Marcopoli, ever
ready to give us useful information, explained to us how
to know the only Maria Theresa dollar which the Arabs
of this country will accept. /‘_‘
In consequence of some alleged forgeries perpetrated
upon them, these dollars, before being accepted, are
always examined very closely, and on the crown must
be counted seven stars, though they are only just visible
to the naked eye, and also nine, equally small, on a
brooch over the right shoulder. If in either case more
or less stars are found, the dollar will not be taken, so in
the payment of natives there appears to be a prospect
of an expenditure of much time and patience. There is.
also another point about which they are very particular—
viz., to have their money, like Scotch or Irish 1/ bank-
notes, decidedly dirty. No gold coin will pass here, and
only two silver ones, a piastre of an old Egyptian cur--
rency of the same value, but three times the size of the
modern coin, and very much thinner, and the Maria
Theresa dollar. These dollars are a decided nuisance
owing to their great weight and bulk, but divided into
bags of 500 we have managed to stow them away in our Aé’—
tin boxes A



14 LIFE WITH THE HAMRAN ARABS.

" Sunday, like other days, must come to an end, and
50 has our first in this region ; and now our beds are ar-
ranged side by side on the open ground and surrounded
by our baggage with a guard of three soldiers.

Fixing the hammocks by candle-light proved by no
means an easy matter, but after numerous failures it
was accomplished, and we settled down for the night.

Dec. 28—1f we had good cause to remember our
first day on land, the night was not likely to be soonest
fdrgotten.

Hardly had the last good-night been said, when a
sudden crack is heard, and, looking up, we find one patent
hammock has collapsed, and the victim of misplaced
confidence stretched on the ground. A little later,
‘crack’ again, and down has come another ; these oc-
casional interruptions to a night’s rest, though producing
shouts of laughter at the discomfiture of the occupant,
becomé, after sundry repetitions, somewhat monotonous ;
so one after another the hammocks are discarded, and
an opinion generally expressed that my simple folding-
up camp bedstead, with cork mattress, has its advantages.
For a few moments quietude is restored, and then is
heard close to us that most charming of musical effects,
asolo on a drum, probably a military tattoo, which draws
from Coke the very apt observation that the practice here
is identical with that of St. James’s Palace Guard with
regard to this high-class music. This tormentor of our
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peace having at last withdrawn, we again close our eyes,
trusting that they maysoon remain so of their own accord ;
but vain wasthe hope, for two cats appear on the scene,and
with their hideous cries, enough almost to awake the dead,
scamper in and out amongst the iron piles until driven
away by the shouts of Emanuel, who, with the soldiers,
is keeping watch over our stores. Now surely there will
be a little peace we think. Bah! donkeys bray in chorus;
children screech ; fish, that from the splashing noise they
make one would imagine must be the size of sharks,
playfully amuse themselves by trying how high they
can leap out of the water; and the short intervals are
well filled up by the most musical of crickets, if judged
by their power of producing sound.

Yet another disturber of the would-be sleepet’s rest
arrives unexpectedly, and a no less important one than
the moon, which shines in our faces with an intensity
that can only be fully appreciated in the East—and who
could be expected to sleep! Some of our party, how-
ever, are above being affected by such, to them, trifles,
as one by one they pass into that state in which sound
and light remain unnoticed, and when nasal music on
their own account proves that their minds are for the
time at rest. But there is one left to observe the night
give place to the day, and to have full warning of it by
the crowing of innumerable cocks around him, and such

is his unpleasant experience of a first night in Upper

s
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Nubia. A general stir is made about 6 A.M.; coffee, and
a bathe in the sea, sharks or no sharks ; breakfast, and
then to work again in good earnest.
The Gondokoro division, having obtained their camels
(nineteen), started on their desert journey to Berber at
1 P.M. Each one had purchased here a native bedstead,
jl* or ‘angarep,’ for one and a half dollars, and though
| cumbrous they are not heavy, and camels carry them
very well merely placed on top of their loads. They
simply consist of a framework of wood, filled in with
crossed strips of goat-skin, and supported on four short
legs rudely made and badly fitted. We have had a sale
to-day, and it was fortunate for our friends, both on shore
and on board, that our stores were in excess of our
present wants, for we were able to add some important
items to their under-estimated supplies. Already we
_~{have found our pocket-filters very valuable, for with
only two suspended in a water-skin since our arrival
they have kept up a sufficient supply into a bucket
beneath them to satisfy the almost constant demands of
our visitors as well as ourselves, and we feel some pride
in having been congratulated by such experienced
travellers as the Gondokoro division upon the com-
pleteness of our arrangements. Our various parties
have now said good-bye to one another,and with sincere
regret, for one could not help feeling at the time that
in all human probability some of us will never meet

again.
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Our camel-men, headed by their chief, came this
afternoon, and having arranged our baggage so as to
calculate the number of camels that would be required,
we have agreed in the presence of the Governor to hire
thirty-two at four and a quarter dollars per head for the
entire journey to Kassala, and to pay for them in advance,
this being the invariable custom at Souakim, though not

-

elsewhere. The quarter-dollar is the claim of the chief '

of the camel-men. Before leaving us, the Governor
made a special request for some good medicine, and
though it was slightly indefinite, our stores were equal
to the occasion of finding him some that will give him
every reason to remember us whatever his complaint
may be. Messrs. Savory and Moore have supplied us
with a specially made medicine-chest, which contains,
both in quantity and variety, all that we can well require
to meet every emergency. We have felt the heat to-day
decidedly oppressive, reaching 9o® Fah. in the shade, as
our allotted ground in which we have worked so busily is
very much shut in from any light breeze ; and, in order
to ensure a better night’s rest, two of ushave agreed to
sleep in the Governor’s house on the island.
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CHAPTER 1IL

Dec, 29.—1It certainly was a great luxury passing
the night on a comfortable couch in a darkened room,
excepting the proof afforded to us by two Turks, if
fhey may be taken as types of the race, that the art of
snoring is thoroughly understood by them. At last we
have commenced the desert journey, and have halted for

| the night about eight miles from Souakim on a vast
b sandy plain, freely studded with stunted mimosas, now
| merely a mass of dry thorny branches, with here and
there the skeleton of a camel. As we arrived here our
hearts were gladdened with the sight of two or three
hundred gazelles that at once called forth the rifles, and
having succeeded in bagging four, which were considered
enough for the larder, we returned home. There was
great excitement at the time amongst our camel-men at
the prospect of a feast on raw gazelle, which with them
is considered a luxury. But unfortunately we had not
remembered their religious scruples about eating flesh
killed by the heathen, and did not let them give the
coup de grace the consequence of which was that some



COKES CAMEL SHOWS OFF HIS PACES. 19

of their party (numbering eleven) objected at first to
cat it. Hunger, however, must be a desperate tempter,
especially when tickled by the sight of others gorging,
and therefore it was not surprising that the religious
scruples should soon be forgotten, and all found squat-
ting round a mangled corpse and thoroughly enjoying
the bloody feast.

The two tents we have pitched were supplied by
Messrs. Edgington, of London Bridge, and chosen by
Coke, and they seem particularly well adapted for our
work. Supported on a central pole having four arms,
which when in position project at right angles at some
distance from its summit, each tent is made to cover a
twelve-foot square, and only requires a few pegs to be
driven in to keep two sides fixed, whilst the other two
can be left open to allow of a free current of air.

Dec. 30.—Though all were up by 6 A.M,, it was 9 A.M.
before we could get our lazy camel-men to comﬁlete
their work of lading. The camel-saddles made for us
at Cairo are very imposing-looking, and even comfort-
able, considering the creatures we have to ride; for we
have been obliged to hire for personal use the ordinary
baggage camel, which differs as much from the better
class camel or dromedary as a carthorse does from a
racehorse, though it is not, as many people think, a
distinct species. Coke has had an unpleasant experience

to-day of their rough action, for his camel, taking fright
c2
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at a white umbrella, bolted off. Away it galloped at an
astonishing pace, and though its rider showed very con- :
siderable daylight he managed to keep on its back until
in his effort;s to turn the brute’s head round, the cord
acting as bridle suddenly snapped, and he was at once
landed on his back on ferra firma, with most fortunately
no more serious injury than a deep cut of one thumb.
The camel continued its mad career across the plain
until almost out of sight, when it turned round and
ultimately allowed itself to be caught. In the mean-
time all the things slung on to the saddle had been
jerked off, but were afterwards found uninjured.
Amongst them was an eight-bore smooth-bore of mine,
made by Holland, upon which I had set my heart to
astonish an elephant or any other big game that might
cross my path ; but it was evidently made on an evil day,
for very soon after it had this narrow escape from being
broken or lost, and whilst we were sitting down at
luncheon, it was taken off the saddle by our very willing
but much too officious young dragoman Albert and
placed against a tree, and then, forgetting it was there,
he backed a camel on to it, and broke the stock in half.
So ends, I fear, all my fond hopes of testing its powers,
though Vivian intends trying to mend it. With charges
of powder varying from 6 to 8 drachms, and with
hardened spherical ball, its penetration, tested at the

Silvertown ranges up to forty yards, was immense ; and to
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prevent the recoil of so large a charge of powder, Messts.
Silver and Co. had fixed to the stock one of their patent
‘vulcanite pads, which I was glad to find answered its
purpose very well there. Something approaching to a
row has been going on between our dragomans and
Arabs,as the latter object to starting in the morning before
they have said their prayers at sunrise ; but they have at
last submitted to this arrangement, and we may there-
fore escape having to crawl along under a broiling sun
during the heat of the day simply for their benefit.

Dec. 31.—Our early programme has been carried
out, but the Arabs have scored one against us, for after a
light repast of biscuit, and that most useful of camp
supplies, cocoa milk, and leaving most of our servants
behind to complete the packing, we made a start with
the understanding that we should arrive at water about
9 A.M., when a temporary halt would have to be made
to water the camels. It certainly was a great comfort
to us to be able to arrive before the great heat of the
day in a valley between two desert mountain ranges,
and to lie down quietly under their shade to wait the
‘arrival of our party. Here we found small holes in the
sand close to the rock, into which welled up a very
pleasant-tasting soft and clear water; and though we
could afford to look upon it with suspicion, having our
water-bottles filled with cold tea, our Arab guide and
«camels had good cause not to be so particular. Hour
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after hour passed without any sign of our party ap-
proaching, and at last we became a little anxious lest,
as seemed probable, they had taken a different route;
but in the course of the afternoon our minds were
relieved by seeing our men driving the camels towards
us, freed from their loads; and then we learnt that we
had been brought two hours’ ride away from our proper
route unnecessarily, and that we must return. It was
evening before we arrived at our camp and almost
famished, but we had gained one practical lesson—viz.,
never to leave our baggage camels behind us in future.
This has consequently been almost a lost day, for we
are not above twelve miles distant from our last camp,
calculating by the usual 24-mile rate per hour of the
baggage camel.

Fanuary 1, 1875—~The commencement of the new
year finds us still wending our way slowly along the
dreary sandy desert, with nothing for the eye to rest
upon beyond scattered mimosas, tufts of dry grass, and
now and again a gazelle; and though we do not find
the long swinging motion of the camel very fatiguing, it
certainly is painfully monotonous, and would be very
conducive to sleep were it not for our fear of tumbling off
our perch. ik 3

Of course we are glad to pick up any information of
the country through which we are passing from our
Arab companions, and on coming to two little mounds
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of stone, we were informed that two Mussulmans
were buried there, and that God had killed them.
On another occasion, when a gazelle was shot dead,
one of them exclaimed that if a man were to die that
way he would be sure to go to heaven. These men | -
belong to the Hadendowa Arabs, who occupy a large
tract of country between the coast and Kassala. They
are fine-looking well set-up fellows of good stature, with
well-formed heads and regular features, though their
skins are nearly black. Their hair is their great pride,
and it certainly is a marvel of artistic skill. A parting
being made round the head on a line with the eyes, and
the temples being like the face shaven, the crown of the
head is covered with a thick mass of short curly black
hair, that looks exactly like a mop. Below the parting,
the hair is allowed to grow to considerable length, and
is generally kept twisted into innumerable plaits; and
even then, owing to its thickness, forms a great mass; but
when undone on certain occasions it looks like a huge
chignon, and must certainly prove an immense protection
against the direct heat of the sun on their necks. Though
so thick, their hair is of such fine quality that it feels
almost like silk. In this mass is always kept their
representative of brush and comb, which consists of a
thin long piece of hard wood or bone, and it is frequently
in use as a disturber of the peace of the very numerous
occupants that are supposed to dwell in Arab heads.

Perir e .
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Round their neck is fastened a string of brown beads,
and round the right arm above the elbow little wooden
or leathern boxes containing portions of the Koran, and
‘worn as charms to keep off sickness. A sheet, white or
of various shades of brown, according to dirtiness, wound
several times round the loins and having one end occa-
sionally thrown over a shoulder, and a pair of sandals,
complete their costume. Each carries a long spear and
curved stick, and some also a shield of rhinoceros or other
hide. Altogether their appearance is most picturesque.
Fan. 2.—From Souakim to Kassala there are two
main routes well defined by the great camel traffic.
Our path so far has continued close to the telegraph,
from which even the desert of Africa cannot now escape ;
and to-day we have been passing through a wide valley,
flanked on either side by a fine range of rugged moun-
tains, and have arrived at water which, though not fit
for us to drink, will do for cooking as well as for the
camels. -
We took good care to be well supplied with means
for carrying water, and have padlocks on our four large
barrels to prevent the Arabs robbing us of this precious
store, when our pig-skins and leather bottles are emp-
tied. We saw a great number of gazelle to-day, and
killed six. iy '
Fan. 3—~This morning we did not get off till after
- 8 A.M,, though up as usual before 5 AM. It is most try-
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ing to the temper to watch our men arranging and pﬁtting
on their loads, and squabbling amongst one another as
to whose camel shall have an addition of the veriest
trifle. Emanuel is most industrious at this work, drag-
ging off one man here and another there, speaking a
word of encouragement to one, and giving a good slap
on the back of another, Lazy hounds as they are, tﬁey
never really lose their temper, and only laugh however
much Emanuel may knock them about. Our bag of si)a/
gazelle produced a great effect upon their locks this
morning, for they appeared as white as snow, so be-
smeared were they with the fat, or marrow, wh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>