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A BULL GIRAFFE ON THE QUI VIVE

Author’s Preface

HE illustrations in this book, with a very few
exceptions, which are indicated, have been repro-
duced from the original photographs taken by myself.

Dr. Ludwig Heck, in the course of his appreciative
introduction to the German edition, refers to these
photographs as Natururkunden—certificated records, as
it were, of the scenes from wild life therein depicted.
And the fact that they are absolutely free from ¢re-
touching ” of any kind will be held to justify him in the
use of that term. Absolutely the only photograph that
has been worked up in any way is the one (on p. 393)
of two lions attacking an ox. The negative of this
was damaged while I was developing it. I have
described elsewhere the feeling of satisfaction with
which, six months afterwards, I received a telegram
from ‘the Fatherland to announce that it was gerettet—
restored !

My pictures may be classified as (1) ordinary photo-
graphs taken by daylight at varying ranges; (2) those
taken with a telephoto-lens; (3) those taken at night
time by flashlight.
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Author’s Preface -»

The telephoto pictures should not be held too close to
the eye. To get them into jfocus, so to speak, the reader
should hold them at arm’s length.

* * * * *

Conspicuous among those to whom 1 owe grateful
acknowledgments  for encouragement and assistance in
connection with my work are the following: Duke
Johann Albrecht of Mecklenburg; the Duke of Ratibor ;
Prince Eulenberg; Prince Franz Arenberg; Freiherr
von Richthofen; Dr. Stibel; Count Gétzen; Herr von
Soden; Freiherr von Varnbiiler, Count von Hohenthal
und Bergen ; Freiherr von Reischach; Herr von Plato;
Count Bylandt-Rhendt; my uncle Field-Marshal Ritter
von Keil; Dr. Moebius; Dr. Thiel; Major Thiel;
Professor Lampert ; Professor von Steindachner; Hon.
Walter Rothschild ; Dr. E. Hartert; Dr. Ritter Lorenz
von Liburnau; Professor Volkens; Professor Tornier ;
Dr. Griinfeld ; Professor L. C. Neumann-Toulouse; and
Herr Oscar Neumann.

Dr. A. Reichenow and Professor Matschie have
supported me in the kindest and most friendly way for
years past, and I must single them out for special thanks.
Herr Goerz has also been intimately connected with my
enterprise through his generosity in giving me facilities
for perfecting my photographic equipment in his optical
establishment. I am indebted also in an extreme degree
to my friends Herr Henry Suermondt, Dr. Ludwig
Heck, Dr. Kinstler (who went through some bad times
with me on my expeditions), and, finally, Captain Merker,
who furthered my plans and assisted me in every way-
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-» Author’s Preface

Without Captain Merker’s valuable “expert” advice 1
should hardly have been able to carry out my journeys ;
and during my severe illness in 1902 he took some
capital photographs with my telephoto-lens, five of
which are included in this work.

. Dr. Eggel, Dr. Groothufen, and Dr. Phillips, Herr
Warnholtz and Herr Meyer, Professor Schweinfurth,
Dr. Richard Kant, and Messrs. Louis Draemann, Felix
Schiill, Alfred Kaiser, C. W. Hobley, and Tomkins (to
whose great kindness [ have referred on p. 672), and
Captain von der Warwitz have also earned my gratitude
in various ways.

* * * * *

In spite of my best endeavours, this work will be
found to have many faults: I can only hope that my
readers will be merciful to them. [ find photographing
lions an easier matter than writing books!

€ (G SCHISTUINGS.

GURzENICH BEI DUREN, GERMANY,

Nore.—Thanks are due from the translator to Mr. W. von
Knoblanch, who has kindly read the proofs for him; and to Mr. R.
Lydekker, who has revised the spelling of all the zoological and
geographical names.
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Introduction

CONSCIOUSLY or unconsciously, Herr Schillings

has followed in the footsteps of Mr. Edward North
Buxton, who was the first sportsman of repute having
the courage to stand up before a snobbish public and
proclaim that the best sport for a man of cultivated mind
is the snapshotting with the camera (with or without the
telephotographic lens), rather than the pumping of lead
into elephants, rhinoceroses, antelopes, zebras, and many
other harmless, beautiful, or rare beasts and birds. - If
any naturalist-explorer previously deprecated the frightful
devastation which followed in the track of British sports-
men, and a few American, Russian, German, or Hungarian
imitators, it was thought that he did so because he was
a bad shot, or lacked the necessary courage to fire at a
dangerous beast. Mr. Buxton, however, had proved his
manhood (so to speak) in the many sporting adventures
which preceded his conversion. Therefore people have
listened to him, and the way has been paved for such
a work as that of Herr Schillings.
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Introduction -

This is the sportsmanship of the future. The
present writer does not mean to say that he or any
other explorer, when and if they visited Africa, would
not still use every opportunity of obtaining good
specimens of rare wild beasts, birds, and reptiles for
our museums, and most of all for the information of
zoologists, who must perforce carry on many of their
studies within the pale of civilisation. Neither does
the writer of this Introduction condemn the killing of
leopards, lions, hyenas, jackals, hippopotamuses, or
elephants — at any rate in moderation — where they
become really dangerous to human beings, to the
keeping of domestic animals, or to the maintenance of
cultivated crops.

But these concessions do not cover, excuse, or indem-=
nify the ravages of European and American sportsmen,
which are still one of the greatest blots on our twentieth-
century civilisation.

Herr Schillings refers to the case of the late Dr. Kolb,
a German who came out to British East Africa in con-
nection with a Utopian undertaking called ¢ Freeland,”
and who, when his political scheme became impossible,
applied himself to the reckless slaughter of the big game
of British East Africa. In the course of two or three

years he had slain—for no useful purpose whatever—one
hundred and fifty rhinoceroses (a companion killed one
hundred and forty more), each one being a far more
interesting mammal than himself. At the end of this
career of slaughter, a rhinoceros killed him—perhaps
appropriately.

X1v



-» Introduction

In spite of game regulations and the creation of
game-reserves (to which admission can generally be
obtained through the exercise of special influence, some-
times rightly exercised in the cause of science), one has
only to look through the columns of * Society” infor-
mation in the London weekly and daily press to realise
that this work of wanton destruction of the big game
of tropical Africa is still going on at a considerable rate.
It seems to be still the accepted panacea in British or
Continental society that a young or a middle-aged man,
who has been crossed in love, or has figured in the
Divorce Court, or in some way requires to faire pean
neuve, must go out to Africa and kill big game. Make
a note of the names mentioned if you will, and inquire
twelve months afterwards what has become of the
creatures thus destroyed. Many of the trophies, after
the carriers of the expedition had feasted on the flesh
of the slain, were ultimately abandoned on the line of
march as being too heavy to carry. Even those that
reached the home of the sportsman were ultimately
relegated to obscurity, and did not add to our zoological
information. In short, there is very little set-off in
gain to the world’s knowledge for the destruction of
one of Africa’s most valuable assets—its marvellous
Mammalian fauna. A Schillings, a Lord Delamere, a
Major Powell Cotton, a Delmé Radcliffe, a Sydney
Hinde, or a Carlos d’'Erlanger may kill a relatively
large number of beasts and birds in their sporting ad-
ventures ; but—if one may put it thus—every shot tells.
All the persons named—to say nothing of Mr. E. N.
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Introduction -#

Buxton and others recently at work in Northern Nigeria—
have killed with discretion and strict moderation, and
with the definite object of increasing our store of know-
ledge and enriching the national collections, while they
have accompanied their cautious toll of the African fauna
by valuable studies—generally photographic—of the
animals’ life-habits.

It is not against the act ons of such men as these that
Herr Schillings or the writer of this Introduction raises
any protest ; it is against the idea that the destruction
of the African fauna is part of a fashionable man’s
education, against the damage done by a hundred obscure
shooters that the protest is necessary. For this reason
public opinion should strengthen as far as possible the
wise action of Governments in protecting the world’'s
fauna all the world over, wherever the creatures thus
protected do not come into too dangerous competition
with the welfare of human beings. Moreover, it is
for the welfare of humanity in general that this plea is
entered. The world will become very uninteresting
if man and his few domestic animals, together with
the rat, mouse, and sparrow, are its only inhabitants
amongst the land vertebrates.  Man’s interests must
come first, but those very interests demand food for
the intellect.  /Esthetically, the egret, toucan, bird of
paradise, grebe, sable, chinchilla, and fur-seal are as
important as the well-dressed woman. The viper, lion,
tiger, crocodile, wolf, vulture, and rhinoceros have all
their places to fill in our world-picture. They are
amazingly interesting, and therefore their destruction
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-» Introduction

should only be carried out to the degree of keeping
them in their proper sphere.

This lesson that we are learning in Africa applies
also at home, where we should learn to value the natural
beauties of our home scenery, especially its own n-
dividuality. It should be made illegal to' carry on the
worship of the pheasant (a toothsome and a beautiful
bird, but not a true native) at the expense of the lives
of owls and stoats and weasels that are true British
subjects, and without which our landscapes lose part of
their national character. The otter is quite as valuable
as the salmon ; the fox is not more worthy of encourage-
ment than the wild swan. A nice balance must be struck ;
and our clergy must inveigh against the national sin
.of scattering greasy paper over the loveliest nooks of
English scenery.

We have not yet reached the greasy-paper outrage
in the African wilderness ; but, as Herr Schillings points
out, the African fauna is rapidly disappearing before
the uncontrolled attacks of man. He is quite right ‘to
lay stress on this important fact, that all the wrong-deing
does not rest with the white man. The Negro or the
Negroid, armed with the white man’s weapons, is carrying
on an even more senseless work of devastation. The
present writer has witnessed in East Africa troops of
uncontrolled Somali adventurers, and Swabhilis from the
coast, led by Goanese, invading the wilder districts of
East Africa, and slaughtering beasts by hundreds and
even thousands for their meat, horns, tusks, and, above
all, their hides. It is an irony which has entered into
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the soul of Major Powell Cotton, that, while the institu-
tion of the game-reserve rigidly excludes the cautious
European naturalist from the killing of one * protected ”
bird or beast, in and out of that reserve African natives
or half-castes apparently pursue their game-destruction
unchecked. The reason of this is want of money to pay
for close supervision and gamekeeping. These African
Protectorates and Colonies, under no matter what flag,
are poor. They yield as yet a local revenue which leaves
a considerable gap when compared with their narrowest
expenditure. To maintain an efficient control over these
vast game-reserves needs the expenditure, not of a few
hundreds of pounds annually, but of a few thousands. Yet
this control over these future National Parks could be
maintained efficiently for a relatively small sum of money.
Will not the growth of education, the dawning wsthetic
sense amongst the governing authorities in Britain, France,
Germany, Portugal, Italy, Belgium, Egypt, Spain, and
Liberia bring about the provision of sufficient funds to
preserve for the delight and wonderment of our descendants
the vestiges of the Miocene, Pliocene, and Pleistocene
fauna of Africa?

It may be said without exaggeration that only one
other such work of real African natural history, as that
in which Herr Schillings describes the wild life of Eastern
Equatorial Africa, has hitherto been presented to the
stay-at-home reader, and that is Mr. J. G. Millais’
Breath from the Veldt. The writer of this Introduction
subscribes with pleasure to the remarkable accuracy of
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-» Introduction

Herr Schillings’ observations on the habits of the birds
and beasts he mentions and illustrates. With Herr
Schillings it is an illustration of the old nursery story
of Lyes and No FEyes. It gives one somewhat of a
feeling of shame to think that this quite young man
should in some seven years have learnt and recorded
more that was true and new about the wild life of East
Africa than has been accomplished by officials, traders,
and explorers, both German and British, of twenty,
fifteen, and ten years’ acquaintance with this part of
Africa. His book is a real ‘“ Natural History,” in the
true sense of the words.

What we require nowadays is the work of the
biologist, the anatomist who can examine and describe
minutely and accurately the physical characteristics - of
living forms. Then, in addition, we want the natural
historian, the individual who «can as faithfully and
minutely record the life-habits of the same creatures—
a study quite as important as that of their anatomy,
and a study in which there is an enormous leeway to
make up. As Herr Schillings points out, until, say, ten
years ago, there was a great inaccuracy and sparsity in
the information given (very often copied by one author
from another) of the life-habits of wild beasts and birds
in Africa. Either these were not thought worth studying,
or the writer, the explorer, deemed it sufficient to repeat
stories told him by the natives, or rash conclusions at
which he had himself arrived after very little evidence.
It is interesting to listen to all that natives can record
of the habits of birds and beasts; and yet, although

XX



Introduction -#

they can tell one many a true detail, they will mix up
the true and the false, the mythical and the fabulous,
as readily as did our forefathers in these British Islands,
who could repeat in one natural-history book after another
the ridiculous story that barnacle-geese were produced
by bivalve molluscs, or that swallows hibernated at
the bottoms of ponds, or that toads were found alive
after being embedded in the rocks for countless centuries.
The natural historian of to-day must be an educated
man, not jumping too rashly at conclusions, and not
even trusting his own eyes and ears too implicitly, but
checking his information over and over again before he
gives it to the world.

The writer of this Introduction has travelled more widely
and extensively in Africa—even in East Africa—than
Herr Schillings; but his time and attention have often
been occupied by many other matters than natural history.
In his observations, therefore, on the life-habits of these
East African birds and beasts he willingly retires into
the background,and would in almost all cases subscribe
without cavil to the correctness and value of Schillings’
descriptions. He has, however, here and there ventured
to correct his spelling of East African words, where this,
through oversight or mishearing, has been incorrectly
rendered. Herr Schillings has not been able to excel in
every branch of African research, and has evidently not
studied to any extent the structure of the Masai language
(a Nilotic Negro tongue), or he would attach no im-
portance to the theory of Captain Merker that the Masai
are a branch of the Hebrew race. The writer of this

XX
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Introduction had hoped that at last the lost ten tribes of
Israel had been allowed to rest in peace, and itis a matter
(to him) of much regret that Captain Merker, who has
written such valuable studies on the folklore and customs
of the Masai, should have again revived this hobby of
the nineteenth century by deducing from his observations
that the Masai—an ancient mixture of Negro and Gala-—
are a people of Semitic origin. The linguistic evidence
to support this theory is valueless, if a careful study is
made of the other idioms of the Nilotic Negro peoples.
The slight non-Negro element in the Masai tongue is
akin to Somali and Gala, and has either been borrowed
direct from contact with those peoples of Hamitic
(Caucasian) stock, or may have arisen from the ancient
fusion of the two races on the Negro borderland. The
Somali and Gala languages belong to the Hamitico-Libyan
family, which possibly included the ancient Egyptian
speech; and this group has an extremely distant con-
nection in its most remote origin with the Semitic
languages, of which Hebrew is one of the many dialects.
The customs of the Masai, which Captain Merker deems
to be particularly Hebrew, are met with in othzr groups of
Nile Negroes, amongst Hamite peoples, South Arabians,
and ancient Egyptians. In venturing to express, very
humbly, his deep appreciation of Herr Schillings’ ratural-
history studies, the writer of this Introduction does not wish
at the same time to endorse the theories attributed to
Captain Merker. These, however, form no essential part
of the most beautiful, accurate, and complete picture of
the East African wilderness which has.yet been given to
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us by any writer. This book is equivalent, in the case
of ‘the stay—at—homehreader, to a sojourn of six months
amongst the wild animals of the Ethiopian region; while
it is bound to produce nosfalgia in the minds of returned

veterans.

H. H. JOHNSTON.
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With Flashlight and - Rifle

I &

The Tragedy of Crvrhsatxon

IN the. course, of + his strenuous career _of. conquest,
civilised man has succeeded during the last hundred
years or so in bringing the entire, globe more and more
under his dominion. Medern: inventions have enabled
him to make his way into its remotest extremities. A
glittering network of iron rails -carries us into lands
which it would have taken us months and years to get
to a short time ago; and ever fleeter vessels bear us in
a few weeks to the most distant coasts. D
Wherever he goes, the pioneer of civilisation n;]‘anages
to open up for himself new resources, even in fregions
where they are only to be: wrested. from Nature with
the utmost difficulty ; and he strives untiringly to create
new assets and to make ready the path of progress.
But, side by side with this same progress, much is being
destroyed that hitherto has lived undisturbed, working
out its evolution in harmony with its environment. Far
VOL. I. 1



With Flashlight and Rifle —»

from the smoky centres of civilisation, with their rush
and turmoil and the unceasing throb and rattle of their
machinery, there is at this present moment being enacted
a grave and moving and unique tragedy.

As the explorer ruthlessly pursues his victory in every
direction, he destroys directly and indirectly everything
that stands in his way. The original inhabitants of entire
countries have to go under when they cannot hit it off
with the invader. With them disappears a rich and
splendid fauna, which for thousands of years has made
existence possible for ‘the natives, but which now in a
few years is recklessly slaughtered. Never before in
the history of the world have whole hordes of animals—the
larger and stronger animals especially—been killed off so
speedily by man. ;

The flora follows the fauna. Primeval forests are
destroyed, or at least injured, and wooded districts
often changed into artificial deserts. With the colonist,
who drives out the aborigines, there come in other animals
which help to drive out the aboriginal fauna; and in the
same way the vegetable world also is supplanted. Kitchen
gardens and weeds spread everywhere, imprinting a new
stamp upon the flora. Those who are familiar with all
these circumstances cannot be in doubt as to what is bound
to follow. The result must indubitably be this: that the
colonist, forcing everything under his rule, will destroy
everything that is useless to him or in his way, and
will seek only to have such fauna and flora as answer
to his needs or his tastes.

Examples of this state of things are to be found in

P



» The Tragedy of Civilisation

all parts of the world. The Indians of North America
and many branches of the Polynesian race may be
instanced : their scattered remnants are hastening towards
complete disappearance.  For centuries past civilised

THE CANDELABRA EUPHORBIA TREES ARE A DIS-
TINCTIVE FEATURE OF THE NYIKA COUNTRY

colonists have been waging a war of extinction in the
Arctic regions against those animals which provide us
with furs and blubber.

The Hudson Bay Company has made heavy inroads
on the number of fur-bearing animals in its own region.
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With Flashlight and Rifle »

The fur of a sea-otter is now worth ‘over £100; but a
complete skin of this animal, such as could be exhibited
in a museum, has for years past been unobtainable !

War to the knife was long declared against whales
-—the largest mammals of our time. (The popular notion
that they are fish seems, by the way, almost ineradicable.)
But for long they were able to escape complete annihila-
tion in Arctic regions, their capture involving the death
of so. many determined men engaged in the struggle.
Now, however, that the harpoon is no longer slung by
the experienced whaler, but is shot into the whale's body
out of a cannon ; now that whaling has become a science,
carried out with the most elaborate and highly finished
implements, the last whale will very soon have dis-
appeared.

“Very soon”; for what are a few centuries, when
we think of the long ages which were needed for the
evolution of the whale to its present form? Large
‘““schools” of whales are still to be seen in the Arctic
regions, and still redden the waters, year in, year out,
with their blood, shed in a futile conflict with an over-
powering enemy. But soon all this will belong to the
realm of legend and tradition, and in future times man
will stand in wonder before the scanty specimens to be
found in the muséuh\s, preserved therein thanks to the
foresight of a few.

It is shocking and distressing to realise the number
of instances of the same kind of slaughter among
horned animals. A few decades ago millions of American
bisons (Bison biron) roamed over their wide prairies.

4



-+ The Tragedy of Civilisation

To-day these millions have gone the same way as the
vanished Indian tribes that once lived side by side with
‘them. [t was feared that the buffaloes, as they are called
in America, would damage the Pacific Railway, as Heck
has pointed out in his book Das 7zerrewch. So buffaloes
in their myriads had to make way for the steam-engine.
The number of buffalo-skins dealt in by traders during

A SKELETON OF A RHINOCEROS, PROBABLY KILLED BY THE ‘‘FUNDIS”
—NATIVES LICENSED TO CARRY FIREARMS AND HUNT BIG GAME

the last seventy years of the preceding century is
almost beyond belief. Only a few hundreds are now in
existence !

Soon a long list of other noble specimens of the
American fauna will follow them. President Roosevelt
himself is not blind to this prospect, and he favours
everything which seems calculated to stave off this inevit-
able calamity. Through the introduction of barbed-wire
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fencing many kinds of deer, for instance, have been ex-
terminated in America. . In Australia the kangaroos fall
victims to the snares of the farmers. In Asia the annihila-
tion of many kinds of wild beasts proceeds apace. The
Indian rhinoceros, wild goats, wild horses, and wild sheep
of the -Asiatic hill countries of the interior are being
recklessly exterminated. In Germany the aurochs, which
figures so largely in our old legends, has long disappeared.
[t is scarcely possible now to form a clear idea of this
splendid animal, so scanty is the material at hand for
the purpose. The bison (Bison bonassus), its power-
ful cousin, only exists now in small herds, which are
degenerating through breeding-in. The steinbock has
been exterminated in the Alps, only a small number
surviving in the valleys of the Aosta, and that under
royal protection. The elk (AZes alees) disappeared from
Germany long ago, and is now to be found only in
small numbers under royal protection, like the bison, and
like the beaver also in the Elbe district.

But the way in which wild life is annihilated nowadays
in South Africa is simply terrible. A short time ago
there were countless herds of splendid animals in Cape
Colony. The Boers, trekking into the interior, had to
fight their way step by step by slaughtering the animals
they found grazing in their path.

Civilisation brought about only the checking of the
growth of the native races, not their extermination like
the American Indians. And the natives applied them-
selves to the work of destroying the wild life with the
help of the arms brought in by the Europeans, and on

6
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SOME REMARKABLE SPECIMENS OF ELEPHANT-TUSKS AND RHINOCEROS-IIORNS, IMMENSE QUANTITIES USED TO FIND THEIR
WAY TO THE GOVERNMENT STATIONS
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- The Tragedy of Civilisation

behalf of the white traders who equipped them for the
purpose.

Thus disappeared the white-tailed gnu (Connochetes
gnu), the bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus), the blesbok
(Damaliscus albifrons), the true quagga (Lgquus quagga),
the mountain zebra (Zguus zebra), the splendid roan
antelope (/ippotragus leucopheus), the Cape buffalo
(Bubalus caffer), the elephant, the so-called white rhino-
ceros (Rhinoceros simus), the black rhinoceros (R. bi-
cornis), the giraffe, the hippopotamus, and the ostrich
—except for a few preserved individuals in the case
of .the first three; completely in the case of all the
others. The number of animals still to be found there
in the last third of the previous century was immense,
but it is hard to realise the dense crowds of them that
must have existed there a hundred years before that.
And side by side with them from earliest times lived
the coloured races. Like the American Indians, they
levied their toll upon the animal kingdom without im-
pairing it. It was left to the reckless and purposeless
slaughtering indulged in by civilised man to achieve the
seemingly impossible, and turn this thickly inhabited
region into a desert.

To my mind there is a groundwork of truth under-
lying the myth of a Paradise, in which the animal world
lived all together in harmony. Trustworthy observers
have told us that in the Arctic regions the sea-lions—
and seals and rein-

creatures of exceptional intelligence
deer and birds do not budge an inch on the approach
of men, and show no trace of fear. This must have

9
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been true of the entire world before the beginning ot
the supremacy of Homo sapiens.

What was found, indeed, in those polar regions
uninhabited by man, 1 myself have often observed in
that-land of blinding sunshine which goes by the name
of the Dark Continent. Enormous herds of harmless
animals, as well as beasts of prey, forming one general
community, are to be found together at certain times in
desert places.

Where the natives do not hunt, wild animals are
to be found on almost as friendly terms with them as
singing birds and other such pets are with us, or as storks,
swans, squirrels, and all the other naturally wild animals
that have come under our protection, and have come to
trust us.

Thus it is that in.the wild regions of Equatorial-Africa
we find the animal kingdom flourishing almost to the
same extent as was once the case in the south.

I say ‘“almost,” because it must be allowed that the
herds of elephants in the interior have been thinned
and the herds of buffaloes decimated by the rinderpest
introduced by Europeans into Africa. At certain times
of the year, however, for weeks and months at a time,
I have seen such numbers and such a variety of animals
as simply cannot be imagined, and I am able thus to
form a -notion ot what things must have been like in
the south.

I can give no adequate notion of the extraordinary
profusion of wild life there is still in Equatorial Africa,
and I would fain raise my voice in order to induce

10



C. G. Schillings, phot.

A MEMENTO MOR: OF THE VELT. AN ELEPHANT SKULL AND BONES
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-» The Tragedy of Civilisation

all those who have influence in the matter to save and
maintain what can still be saved.

By this I mean, not merely the maintenance so far as
is possible of the present state of things, but also the
getting together of an immediate and comprehensive col-
lection of specimens of all the different species for our
museums.  7o-day there is still time n the case of many
species. In a few years it will be too late.

I could bring forward the names of many men, famous
in the world of geography and natural history, such as
those of von Richthofen, Schweinfurth, Ludwig Heck,
Paul Matschie, Wilhelm Bolsche, and Professor Lampert,
who agree with me on this point. .

It is a regrettable fact that we Germans know very
little of the animal life of our colonial possessions.

By means of comprehensive collections of large series
of skins, skulls, skeletons, etc., I myself have done some-
thing towards providing our museums with zoological
specimens, many of which were hitherto unfamiliar. As
[ had to do this out of my private means, and without
any help from the State, this meant very considerable
personal sacrifices.

I maintained rigorously the principle of keeping my
caravan (in which I had never less than 130 men) upon
a vegetable diet for the most part, allowing them meat
only to a very small .extent, and then -merely as an
adjunct to their meals. In the famine year of 1899 my
provisions cost me more than 20,000 marks, which
might have been brought down to a trifling sum had I
taken heavier toll of the game, as the natives were
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always ready to barter vegetables for animals I had
killed. ‘

In addition to pecuniary sacrifices, 1 had, more-
over, to face the envy and disfavour with which all
private travellers are apt to be regarded in our German
colonies.

Where an unexplored region full of wild life is in-
question, the interests of the explorer and collector
should always be put before those of the sportsman. It
is infinitely easier to slaughter whole hosts of big game
with the help of Askaris than it is to prepare a single
giraffe-skin and convey it in safety to Europe. This
is a laborious task, needing much personal supervision
and involving several days’ work—work that at times goes
on all night. The lack of careful handling and expert
knowledge in the preparation of skins is the reason why -
serviceable zoological specimens hardly ever reach us in
Europe.

- The recognition 1 have been accorded by the authorities
in the field of zoology enables me to treat the slanderous
reports of some of our colonial traders with the contempt
they deserve.

It has been a great satisfaction to me to find “my
animals” restored by expert taxidermists in German
museums—from the smallest dwarf antelope to the giraffe,
from the rock badger to the rhinoceros and the elephant.
These stuffed specimens are the only possible substitute
for the reality for those who can never see with their
own eyes the life and growth of the animal kingdom
in foreign climes.

14



-+ The Tragedy of Civilisation

Already a great number of the inmates of our zoological
museums have been struck out of the book of living
things, though they existed in millions in the time of our
fathers. The work of destruction entered upon by civilised
man goes on with terrible swiftness. ’

May this cry of warning be of some use!

-
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Instantaneous Photographs of Wild Life

NSTANTANEOUS photographs of living wild
animals! An every-day matter, surely! And yet I
venture to maintain that until the recent successful photo-
graphing of American wild life,) and a few similar
photographs taken subsequently by Englishmen, all the
ostensible pictures of this kind we have seen have been
of animals not in absolute freedom and not in their natural
surroundings.

Photographs taken in zoological gardens and closed
preserves, or photographs of animals in captivity, sur-
rounded by stage properties specially arranged for the
purpose—photographs which, in addition, have been more
or less retouched afterwards—pass current, and are often
taken for representations of actual wild life. Anschiitz
rendered great services in Germany in the field of animal
photography, and produced some beautiful pictures
Zoological works continued, however, to be illustrated

V' Camera Shots at Dig Gawme, by A. G. Wallihan, contains a number
of very successful photographs of different kinds of deer. The ph'otographs
of pumas and bears are interesting, too; but the pumas had been hunted
with dogs, and the bears had been caught by means of traps.
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-» Instantaneous Photographs of Wild Life

chiefly by drawings which, for good reasons, failed in
many respects to interpret the character of the animal
world correctly. For not only had the artists no oppor-
tunity of studying the animals from the life, but they were
frequently dependent upon ill-mounted museum specimens
as models from which to produce life-like sketches. A
few artists were in the position to make studies from life
and on the spot, and to these we owe some valuable
pictures ; often, however, the animal pictures presented
to us were stiff and wooden, and calculated to give quite
wrong impressions.

Incredible things were perpetrated in this branch of
art. Zoological works and works of travel were illustrated
with “cuts” which were simply ridiculous to any one
with any special knowledge of the subject. We find,
indeed, even in publications of to-day, nof merely photo-
graphs of single stuffed animals, but photographs of whole
groups of them, passed off as studies of wild beasts taken
in therr wild state,; and certain excellent photographs
by Anschiitz of caged lions are constantly to be met
with served up in all manner of forms—various kinds
of vegetation and other accessories being introduced at
different times! This kind of thing can only be de-
scribed as a fraud upon the reader, and only too often
it is in keeping with the accompanying text, in which
people, who in their own country are scarcely capable of
killing a hare, describe the most wonderful adventures
they experienced, and lay down the law with the
greatest assurance upon the most difficult zoological
questions.

9
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An agreeable contrast to such publications is offered by
quite a number of volumes by English writers, the illustra-
tions to which are remarkable both for their artistic merit
and for their accuracy from a naturalist’s point of view. I
may instance especially Lord Delamere’s photographs of
elephants, giraffes, and zebras in 7/%e Great and Swmall
Game of Africa.

ORGEICH, MY TAXIDERMIST, SETTING OUR MEN—* FUNDI”—TO WORK
AT THE PREPARATION OF SOME SKINS

President Roosevelt remarks very rightly, in his preface
to Wallihan’s Camera Shots at Big Game, that it would
be extremely ridiculous if people who could not themselves
face the hardships and fatigue of shooting expeditions,
or who lacked the training essential, were to decorate
their rooms with rare trophies not secured by themselves.
Many people, however, would seem not to realise this.

20



- F y 22
v LY
aed I8 Bt e oy gAaATrasTITRY eR w e he Rde v
O N ! 3 - * R A s | v
£ 5 S e et w B b MM ST NN A ST - :
> : N .
-4 Loy CRRA =y . T

(= aree S5 A~ X St SURE 7 P
S _ L i

Tt e . 4 Bt . F
—ﬁw.l, [\ p 3 r » "4
A A .-. 1 ¥
T . b
4 ey L . .
..v ."f_t i 4 . : <

¥ @.v-
Je o a 4 3 3
AJ....-.»AW. - L Wi g #-ﬁv v ik
O 2 2 d . " = YALED
L & - ¥ o
o THia . 2% o
LT g I o 4 B W
L Iy Al ! B ..m, ‘A
Ve .- male o m ’
v ; )

lfze‘zga
T

L5
.4

/]



e T el

C. G. Schillings, phot. { ~

- e ;

—THE FLASHLIGHT BLAZED OUT ! STARTLED, SHE SWERVED ROUND WITH WONDERFUL AGILITY AND MADE OFF
IN THE MANNER THIS SECOND PHOTOGRAPH DEPICTS.
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THREE LIONS HAD BEEN STEALING UPON THE OX—THE LIONESS SEEN IN TIHIE PHOTOGRAPII LEADING THE ATTACK,
SHE WAS JUST ABOUT TO SPRING UPON HER PREY WIHEN—







- Instantancous Photographs of Wild Life

Hunting by proxy—in the persons of guides or Askaris—
unfortunately plays too big a »d/e in East Africa. The
“sportsman ” then describes his own adventures, relying
on information supplied by the natives and adducing the

trophies in his possession as documentary evidence.

We are still very much in the dark over many biological
questions regarding our own wild animals, and we lack really
good photographs of most of the animals of our country
in their natural surroundings. Here is a wide field for
artistic endeavour, and it would be a matter for great
satisfaction if it were cultivated as soon as possible. The
same is true still more of wild beasts in foreign lands.
Even the slightest item of original observation is really
valuable. Photographs taken in complete freedom, how-
ever, are biological documents of the highest importance
in the opinion of my friends Professor Matschie and
Dr. Ludwig Heck, and in that of Wilhelm Bélsche, who
has referred to my pictures in most gratifying terms in his
work Weltblick. 1 am tempted here (if only to encourage
other sportsmen to combine photography with shooting in
the same way) to quote the words in which yet another
zoological authority, Professor Lambert, of Stuttgart, has
alluded to my work in this field. “These pictures,” he
declares, ““are of the greatest importance. In them, the
wild animals of Africa will live on long after they have
been sacrificed to the needs of advancing civilisation.”

It was in 1896 that T had my first opportunity of getting
to know the velt of the interior of Africa; and it was
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then the great desire arose in me in some manner or other
to seize on all these wonderful phenomena from the animal
world, and to make them common property and accessible
to all. This desire grew in me side by side with the
conviction that there was here a wide field for valuable
work to be - accomplished without delay; for the East
African fauna was rapidly disappearing before the continued

MY PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT

advance of civilisation. But good advice was hard to
get. The faculty of depicting the animal world with
the artist’s pencil was denied me; I possessed, only in a
small measure, the ability.to describe in tolerable clearness
this beautiful, virgin, primeval world. Since the days .
when the unfortunate Richard Bshm was seized with a
malignant fever on the far Upemba Lake in 1884, and

26
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since those of Kuhnert, who was for a short time at
Kilimanjaro, no artist has had an opportunity of familiarising
himself with the animal world of West Africa. The artist
or painter, however, who attempts to put before the eyes
of the public the wonders of the animal kingdom of inmost
Africa would undoubtedly be received with incredulity.
How could those accustomed to the zoological conditions
of over-populated Europe believe such an animal kingdom
possible ?

The only feasible and desirable records seemed to be
trustworthy photographs, which could not deceive. Here
were, however, many difficulties to be overcome with but
limited means. In the mutual exchange of my ideas with
Ludwig Heck, who was never tired of strengthening me
in my resolutions, we always came back to this point.
We -always said to ourselves that a way must be found
to render the highly developed technique of photography
serviceable for the object I had in view—for work
in the wilderness. What a seductive aim—to put on a
photographic plate those wild herds in such- marvellously
picturesque assemblage—unique and rare inhabitants of
the jungle, little known, if known at all!

The only way to achieve this object was to work
hard for long and weary years. We always seemed
to be encountering new difficulties.  Occasionally our
flashlight experiments failed; the explosive compound
smashed our apparatus, so much so that the iron parts
of it, which were nearly a third of an inch thick, were
torn and bent. Some hindrance always seemed to be
cropping up and thwarting our plans, So we studied

27
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and planned, and after a vast amount of preparatory

THE EFFECT OF THE FLASHLIGHT

labour 1 started out a second time, extensively equipped,
for Equatorial Africa.
28
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[ spent a whole year there acquiring experience,
and failures and trials. taught me daily something new.
Again, on my return to Europe; lengthy experiments
were made. This time Kommerzienrat Goerz, proprietor
of the well-known optician’s establishment in Friedenau.
placed at our disposal one of his laboratories- to further
this scientific work. Owing to his kindness we found it
possible to devise more suitable apparatus for lf)hotogriiph-
ing by night, and thus I was enabled to reproduce on
the plate the most secret habits of animal life. -

After this I started afresh for Africa with an extensive
equipment. This time I was accompanied by my friend
Dr. Kiinster, and set out from Tanga for the interior
with a party of 130 people. Things proved very different
in practice from what we had worked out in® theory.
Hard days of disillusionment, aggravated by the difficulties
of the climate, fell to our lot. After three months’
suffering from acute heart disease and from ‘malaria, 1
was obliged to throw up the whole expedition and to
find my way home. At that time the doctors though‘t
it more than questionable whether I should ever reach
home alive, so much had the malaria, in conjunction
with the heart trouble, pulled me down. But these
troubles also were overcome: my tough constitution
withstood all assaults.

Afterwards I recommenced my studies, tufning my
experiences to account, and for the fourth time, after
experiencing many disappointments, | started out to try
to achieve, at least partially, the purpose on which I
had set my heart. In a tropical country that is constantly
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being tabooed for private individuals—in a country where
the climate is so unfavourable to the European—there are
many hindrances and difficulties to overcome. A naturalist
travelling on his own account encounters almost insuperable
obstacles.

A passport which would have ensured the holder
thereof respectful treatment in any other part of the world
was of no avail here on German territory to save us from
long hours of Customs vexations in the hot rays of a
burning sun. I experienced later in the year 1899 a
still greater annoyance.

With infinite trouble I had secretly made my plans
to explore on English territory the distant and virgin
land Korromoeyo, lying round about Rudolf Lake. I had
obtained the permission from the English Government
by means of the kind intercession of influential friends;
and I had provided the necessary credentials. Then
suddenly, just as I was about to start from Kilimanjaro,
the permission, after all my long preparations, was
withheld.

According to rumour, some influential English
gentlemen had been refused permission to travel in
German East Africa. What wonder, then, that like to
like should be repaid! All my plans were nipped in the
bud.

But, in spite of all, [ would not have missed all these
hardships and difficulties '—not even the hours, the days,
and the weeks which Dr. Kiinster—who had accompanied
me on my third expedition as friend and physician—
and [ passed during my illness on the borders of the
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silent Rufu River. Were it not for his zealous nursing,
and that of the staffiphysician, Dr. Groothufen, as
well as of my friend Captain Merker, I should have
died. '

But I look upon those days of suffering and strenuous
work, in that far-off wilderness as the right inauguration

for my project.



OUR FRIENDS THE STORKS WINTERING IN MASAI-NYIKA

IT1

The Minds of Animals

\A/HAI Brehm has put on record so ddmlrably in

telling of his sojourn in the Sudan, concerning
the way in which his feathered and four-footed friends
there displayed their trust in him and feeling of comrade-
ship with him in times of illness or distress, | also am
able to give as my experience dufing my sojourn in
Equatorial Africa.

Any one who makes his way through that unexplored
and unfamiliar region—not bent solely on making
money, but lingering here and there and giving himself
time for the purpose—will find so much to win his sym-
pathies in the intelligence of the animals, so much to
fascinate him in the study of their life, that he will not
often catch himself yearning for the civilised exi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>