The leops

 ia often rated the most dangerous of all the big five Afrcan game

Leopards Seem
To Have A Knack
For Showing Up
In Places

Where You Least
Expect Them—
Like Your Blind.

By
Col. Charles Askins
excellnt coveefor bis oy

Bengal tiger.
Ngo Van Chi,

1 nibs, the regal

probably

quke & uv.m.ld‘ We ma
s vith our rmnwd:rm

the hunier must spend endi

e, ot both as cak w i
mght, rolcd crossthe rutted singie-
trck oud s nonchalnty s though t

were in the San Diego Zoo. I slammed on

door open and fell o cover beside the
lerck

cats’ had disappeared in the tall
o LR i

s no breed of black leopard. This
coloration is a mutation, asort of freak. If

s all his life, he may

g00d luck sce  single blac)
Butto Mn two ofthese eakish cars alk
across the rutied ox trail was just 100

combed my way throughgr
by some miracle to

T never saw them again. And indecd 20
years later and after an infinte amount of
ning in all corners of ths globe,  have

50

hours i his hide. Most good shols come a dusk.

never seen another black cat. I scarcely
expect
Toe ‘counlcy where. thi_ encounier
occurred was that section of one-track
between Kontum and Pleiku, bare
miles below the boundary which divided
Vietmam. As_chief
carms for the South
nroute to Pleiku

e Sth VN
single-tra d vas so
abominably rough that it hmkugmn urs
o travel 100 miles. It gave plenty of time
to watch for game
Some months later and in the very
middle of the monsoon, a light rainfall
Which s fo v oot and sceounte

for 300 inches of e, were i camp
This
tribe
of hghounsy K)runm« who bear 1o
.dmml dm-uh un the boundary betwesn
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. It was 40
miles morthwest of Konum and. was

aly
e i

ly between saplings, and buil
en: Unike e, wher the
platform is constructed a doren feet off
The grow un, Ngo Yan Chi i s ind
on the ground and within 20 yards of the
bai, T ad not vt bagged a tiper and was
Keen about this particular trophy

14 gon inio th bind n hour before
dawn and had spent the who
B ot il 2 o v 1

ometimes dozed. As Chi explained it, if
he tiger is not alarmed he is very apt to
feed during daylight hours. “And when he

a from the

soundest e the old Tonkinesesured
ough, 1 was sound asieep when
soms sound Aomkensd
Wwas no great beast tearing
mouthfuls of bait, It was
twig-snapping. | raised my b

Ther
be no stray and s of gt to
intrude. IF there is, the tiger wil look right

AMERICAN HUNTER



Col. Askins witnessed a
whl huning o narhen Ugand.
with’hia 264 Winch

* through the cover and spot the hunter. My
machan was a picce of masterful design.
Only the four-inch firing port admitted

light. 1 looked through it very carefully,

g cautious to stand well back in the
shadow.

Ther, i the ligh and shadow of e

. 1 ras
Vim st e e shou)
70, one of the first

4

, 1 was not
cnough (o take up e spoor, Reluctanly,
$tumed back toward camp as igh st n

enya with Tony
D T Gl o
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three-cat rendezvous al one of his baits
He bagged th
Magnum using 8 140.

rgest of the throe
grain, 6.5mm bullet,

slong the Whie

e knows outiters i Kenys, Only
3 youngster a th time, he had Funied
e s T e
- T et
was lter tossed by a
by llon but survived (o arn heafeetion
of countless sportsmen who hunted with
him,

Do and L ogether with Al Poe, w
asal Country neat e Tanicania
o T Maaiare all all and cary

wlk 10 him, and there folowed o long
parley
O Meie came back fnaly and told

leopard coming into the manyatta almost
nightly 1o take a dog. He i afraid he will

through the hed over to_ his
collction of huts. The village covered 20
i and e compiy watousnd by
a boma, or thorn fence, not less
fthigh and 20 st thic,Some 600 ha

of Matal ot ot e W
hut of th tll Afcans were witin. The
cattle are as docile as billy goats, and 4
staple of diet with the tall warriors is

The suhor ran g o komgont bl for 20 mi

e and, before building

T 930hday o s which d Sewn o4 o

blood taken foma vein i h cow's neck

partial (0 a diet of
e M e mre
Our fuide took us to the far side of the
manyatta, and here a dry wash came out
of the surrounding bush and almost
touched the bomaa tht point. The spoor
of th copard vas Sl o
into the bom; nightbefore.
Apparently m; o e

a dog was

problem at all.

Dyer and I looked about, “It is prety
evident you will want 1o sit somewhere
near here 5o you can see Old Spots when
he approaces” Tony commenid, The
upshot of the reconnaissance was that o

de was bull a the forvard |.,» ok
e 1 tucked mysell away an
Tour before dusk. | cormmanded o view o
e vash, he boma, mmmmnmna
It looked like an ideal s
For the nex 10.day 1 st i frusraed
impaince avaiting the arrval of my
feli yatta almost
ighiy, proviod ey amund m o
seized an unwary canine ooted
ack through the thorn hnm:r o et the
aples dog ot his
My probiem was I had 1o be ortunate

ontinued on p



Spots Before Your Eyes
Continued from pg.
until well after darkness hnd ﬁllcn

Pt T e o b sl
.mn 3in the afternoon, and then I'd have.
y b byt Mt Wit g

topping the Land Rove I bail ou,

oty the cover, and take p & comorabl

posion whete | coud"command.the

nulh and s approace

 svning T saw the leopard
rough the bush. 1 caught

T oo At phpon o

coming to the bait, 1 held my breath for
fea i cllent would nly wousd it. He

ey and i bt trncker olowed he
blood spoor. The leoy atree
314 Hine) S by vl e
limb. Then it fell out on Hisse
xhnulden
s going o lose all of the
e e 1 60 e T o
o id me. The 150-pound cat
drove the hunter to his knees, But instead
of chewing him to doll rags, it suddenly

loosned. it hod and sunk ot in the
ush. *We nev e that eopard”
Mike1d

and there await darkness, | gathered up
the Model 70 (it was o 338, in Afica for
its baptism of my eyes to
the far side of the dry wash.
out thai tme 1 big Masai warior,
is Tghtingspea ove is shoulder, el off
08 v o sk ot
the middie of the draw. The lcopard faded
ot enter the

By this time I had taken to staying until
two hours after dark. The night would be
brightest moonlight, and in addition to the

3 | now teched with me 4 Dy
double-barrel _Lewis It was
foutag i v hadr and 1 e

Tard” T bave » suspicon that may 9
e Mt o i
olng e e e
r safuri, Hissey and 1 were
o it aouth of Nome 8 town
which sometimes is in Uganda and at
other times is claimed udan, We
ur camp on theshores o the great
e Nile, 'd been living it up.
. vasn Dot s maons stae
ey good sy was the

us eop
e hada s of bt ranging for 20
miles up and down the east bank of the
mighty stream, and each morn we'd check
it. This is a somewhat touchy business,

‘mined i I could
Redfld scop, Td jut lay the rfle
and

which typically s suspended from a thorn

wasstrongly tempted. The thing o do's to
wait until the game reaches the bait and
commences to feed on it. The quarter is

nded from the imb so the cat
must i lat along the limb and attempt to

iing, You make il for himso e
will return,

1 held my fire and this monster feline,
ther glancing dircly tovard my hide
climbed up the trunk. He did this
18 e o o At e o shene
the quarter of kongoni. Now was the time
to give him the business, I concluded. 1
was shooting the brand new Winchester

m with a Weaver scope and, of
Course, factory loads
ut the crosshairs on the lovely

tree and looking upward was a second

ruder v

ot quite as big s the
first, 1 ins ided. But here was an
unbiard o of:mmwn Two leopards on one:
bait. T concluded I'd just hold my fire and
o T 1 s, o
going

The tig o on the bait raised his e,

gared
o B et T o
Jeopard seemed not n the lesst i

inds of tree. You drive within a hundred yards
oo T vhs g pe daspeck and_critically survey the quarter of
Thad ind the hide bait i hasbeened ght of the century™ | wonders

I in the day. Dusk was iramforming  wpon, youar then n busines I nly copard ay fatened on the
the a indica he birds, d back and a fierce look
12 laped kb ot f ths Lon Rovar, yeu driv ey s cocm e ke g o gl
“The vehicle never stopped but accelerated ~ day. continued to limb, iep by step. About
and disappeared toward our camp some  About that

two e st
As 1 stooped down to crawl into the

was streaking

Pdossrict
animals. John Hunter, a famous guide and
hunter, told me he had more respect for
Mr. Spots than any of the others. Don Ker
of the outftters Ker & Downey used to
spoor leopards with a hound pack.
“When you finally brough the ca
bay he'd co iough he pack
togatyou Htknew’\ll! well who asat
se of his troubles,”
MLke Hlney, s i i
rom a it
bloke couldn shoot™ Mike
told me. “When we finally got  leopard

7%

yhichshowed it ad beendined upon, and
bearly. The trackes ot out and o an
7 had  mcst comforable hide bult
for me, That aftrnoon, sbout 40
and a half before dusk, I stepped nimbly
out of the Land Rover and slipped into the
ind. The bait was 30 yards distant and
warsuspended from an overbanging
of a thorn tree which inclined about 30
degrees from the perpendicular.

January and midsummer in
northern Uganda, and the sun bore down
unmercifully. T was partly shaded, but the

my domain
he phalan. T could not sleep because
oFth heat and the nects, o smoke for
that s verboten. And the doings abou the
bait and bencath were utterly nil. Until
about 20 minutes after sundown.
1 was pecping through the firing port,
doring despite the pests, when suddenly |

slanting trunk of the
feet above the surrou and
quite as nonchalant as S ot en
e s pure e s King ofall he sr-

veys. This was the grandaddy of
Tiknew 1 should ot shoot athough 1

R s, B mas i,
Tongr e et of e f
two. He approached the bait tree with a
determined step, snarled as he got (0 the
base, and glanced upward as if 10 tll the
other pair they had bette clear out.
plaily the situation of the century.
ine
that leopards, unlike lions, o not travel in
rides. The leopard i  lonely and soltary
creature, He shuns his fellows except wh
a female is in heat, Why three leopards
gathered at a single bait was the purest
happenstance
I was time, 1 could see, to make a
decision. It took no more than a first
slance to determine that the last of the
great cats was the prize. | drove the 140-
grain, 6.5mm bullet into his chest as he
Iooking up in the bai tree. On the
shot he fel stone dead. The firstleopard
Ieaped from the tre, aithough he was 15
feet_off the ground, and the second
leopard raced down the trunk and was
swallowed up i the srrounding bush in
the span of 4 coupe of seconds, The
oph. between pegs, vent et 105
inches,which 5 Rowiand Ward caliber,
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