A famed writer and big-game hunter gives you his

rating of game animals and his reasons for fearing them

BY EDISON MARSHALL
Author of Benjamin Blake and Great Smith
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The Most Dangerous Beasts

[Continued from page 241

wounds, and a few yards distant the
other old Afrikander passing out from a
deep wound in his Righ wade by the
beast's horn. Bud reported that they were
gazing quietly at each other across the
bloody grass—two great fighter's at trail’s

end.

The smallest of the three great cats on
my list is the leopard. If he were a heav
weight fighter instead of a lightweight,
he might easily be the most dangerous
animal on the globe. No other beast gen-
erates more ferocity per pound on the
drop of the hat. He cannot be pursued
or pressed very hard without soon coming
1o bay, then attacking by stunning sur-

prise.
I can testify to the dangerousness of

leopards after_an experience in East
Alrica. My guide and 1 passed unseeing
2 leopard 1n ambush in the grase, and sa
he let us pass, but my sharpeyed gun-
bearer Kinini followed sixty feet behind
us, and the instant their eyes met, the
beast sprang.

The leopard's favorite tactics are to
cling with his foreclaws, scoop with
rear, and bite. Quick-witted ~Kini
dropped to his knees—so the leopard had
less play—and covered his face with his
arms, In three or four seconds the beast
turned on me, but in that brief time he
all but scalped the native boy and had
given him at least twenty bites and deep
lacerations with his infectious claws and
fangs. Plenty of antiseptic and a 100-
mile rush trip to a doctor saved his lifc.
The guide had saved mine by quick
shooting.

Nature devised_the leopard to be a
quick, efficient killer of deersize prey.

His projectile claws, kept sharper than

nails, are instrumented by extremely
powerful leg muscles and his fangs are
specially adapted to rend flesh. Frank
uck and other hunters believe that
“black panthers” —ordinary leopards
born with black hides—are even more
aggressive, perhaps because they cannot
487 Houdini dhappearing act in the
dappled light-andshadow of the jungle.
‘Al Tive spotted leopards that T met at
close range were plenty aggressive.

The greatest of the three cats is the
tiger—Death in Fancy Dress. His beauty
nd his deadliness combine to fascinate
ame hunters and hold them to the
tiger trail long after they have lost the
zest for hunting less exciting game. Some-
times they follow that trail too long—and
hence the tiger's reputation as possibly
the most dangerous animal in the world,
in my opinion the runner-up to the
champion

A big tiger weighs two or three times
as much as a fullgrown leopard. His
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