This California gun maker
celebrates 40 years of

designing high-velocity
big game cartridges and

distinctive hunting rifles.

By Col. Charles Askins

Roy Weatherby now servos as the board
chalrman of Weatherby, inc, having tured
over the duties of president to son Ed.

|
-

ometimes.

sense of shame darkens m

an_overwhelming Whether you're a varminter or an elephant hunter, you'l find a Weatherby
y P C

day when I realize that I am

inde. Why haven't |
expressed proper thanks to Lionel Palmer, who got me
my first 10-foot lion, or to Bill Jenvey, who led me up

hat | am

V shooting irons I have used all these years?
. on June 12, celebrated his 40th year

in the production of the world's premier hunting rife. 1

have known this extruordinary cuss for three dec:

his name. As these lines see the light of day, I shall be
in Africa on my 30th safari. Few indeed have been those
soirees (o the Dark Continent when I did not depend
cither wholly or in part on the California rifie. The first
one I shot was made by FN, imported by Jan Winter

Here more lately, my Weatherby rifes
come from the Land of the Rising Sun, done by
H 0.of Japan. C &

of the four he firearms that bear
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spanning the last 30 years, could not have served more

futfuly. performed more satistatory. nor brought
me more nalloyed pleasure,

etimes contemplate whether I should be more
gmleml Soward this gun maker for bis fresrms o for
rirdges, i st some case
resaied to i, Tyea of e s is the.
270 Weatherby Mag., which
Weatherby Mag. in '4
Mag. also that same year Man ollowed hrough
with a rifle that was fully competent to handle his hot
Ioadings, but indubitably | must give him cre
cartridge that inspired Do you suppos
moment tha the Mark V rifle would be the presigious
arm it is today if it had been chambered for the 30-06
and the old .35 Whelen? You can bet your bottom pes
it would not! It will always be debatable to me whether
the firearm or the cartridge earns the first kudos
The most popuar of althe Weatherby rounds i, of
course, the erby Mag. It is the premier
ize. e Musaits of powe . When the
mwnngmnnmuymmum,m mmhm a Weat
erby, i choiceis almost invarabi the goiag hll-for
leather 300 calibe. Carred 8
who already has maybe the .257 or the

! bit beyond, the hunier
270 or perhaps

the 7mm is just not content until he adds the big .300

ld has been bagged by this cartridge. Some
of the trophies taken were really (00 big for the loading,
but it fetched them to earth for all that

The 0 Westiicty Mog i 13 B0 e
erby in 1944, when loaded with the

bullet spins along at 3,245 fps
2. The 300 Wi

entherby careigos was the 270
Welherhy M whlch fra s the ght i 1943, 1 is
basedon he 300 HAH Mag, csing shotened 10 2545
1 b i fhe o

..u.m 355 Wi, The ban humed wit e

s st year of developae

impresesd wih s parfocasace e et aboad with 3
further reinement. The 270 Weatherby Mg divs the
130-grain bullet at 3,375 fps; the .270 Win-

riridge
nt, and he was so

s o A s
3,0

Deriog 8 S a0 e
were three new cartridges. These were the
257, the Tmm, and the 300

The 257 Weatherby Mag. is a lteral gem,
a sturdy, efficient, and glorious little per-
fomer tatsimply outhines everything o
the .25-cal cgory,Fiing e 1770
Pk st 13- ee i o
3300 fps and energy levels dmcl) ,mnu
the '06. Muzzle energy i
venerable .25 Roberts
Rl bl e

06
5. C umpmwm «omcumu.‘m i
Iatog ot i e prt

Wealherhy Mo 1 sy he Kot

Wanding a it identabe -4

‘as far
atherby unveied the rakish
e 1085 Diamondimays weademarked.

Mark v

magnum loads. , nine-ug
bolt that completely encloses the case head for strength and durabily.
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So far as the Tmm Weatherby Mag. is
concerned, it runs neck-and-neck with the

Weatherby development appeared 18 years
before

our hem o o
W i i

fered the
®

atherby
Wit We nlherhy wa~ «xn\mg lor

in this cartridge was
ainbulet e dven ot ,000 o The
A v 120 g g

0 fps. The

(provided the bullet j

T of veioony i ki
Be 378 Weatherby Mag.. our designer
leaned pretty heavily on the old 300 H&H casing ora

ridgeshave  double s ey
der, by w chlherh) Mag. tion. With
¢ normal of more than 100 grsin of propellant,
0 ki ot ehotag ot e sl et
available weren't sufficiently potent to Sivays surely
re the powder. He went 10 Charley Horn. father of
Bl Hoeh, the cumeat president of Federal Cartidge
e L
hot round. It was dubbed the No. num primer.
it iloaded today inal e Weathrby sovnds L
the 240 Weatherby Mag. That Federal 215
esolved al the ignition probems with the flossnd
cartridge, let me tell you
‘To obviate confusion in the minds of shooters, Weath

3 beter ound han the

ugh for our man.

e b peteced, i 37 Wcmnany Mag. left
shadow of doubt tha it was

" This was in 1953, and the 378 Weatherby Mag. was

Bl ol 0, i AR o St B e

eatherby took this rhino with a 300 Weatherby M
o305, Hopagen mlngm-wuxm:wnlga-mf’wh‘i
annually in 1956 1o the worid’s foremost trophy.

Weatherby, among others, killed a bull tusker with the
load. ‘Then he found that despite the fact that the 300
ain bl beled out 5700 Ribs. of muzle th
were cerain Aficn teriorics hat banned any
caliber under s st
i ot o s st g
sant o the ot o he 78 ceig s
had the 460 Weatherby
explained, this calibr Sy s a 458 e, o
d e the 460 Weatherby from the 458 Win
Cheste, our gun o thought i best 0 give his roun
the gty alersd amg
iy Mag. s the o' ot povertul
canniin T D0 e Hornady, is driven at
570 o and ol B 09S i, of muzzle st Prety
Kkeen 10 se I the 460 ws as good
tpto be, 1 hid me sy o darkest Ulamln nd lhcm
St v Cog Bubi i he B
ighy Ioudng. 1o ey nothing 1o bs e,
believe me. This was in 1960; the .460 had bowed onto
thescene in 58
In 1962, the inmovative Culforian came long wih
he" 340 Wetihery Mg, 1 o peer
338 Win. Mag.. hu\ﬂn]vmaumnllyn
manages o drive & AT iod i
erin' 338 Win. Mg, I | had to live with just
one nm and one caliber hercafter, it would be the ;340
We AE T o v g

in 1563, We wiedged his joerestn the
i i slong the 224 W
iyl
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Continued from pg.

—
Weatherby’s Magnums

Mag. This was a brand-new one. and it

e Weatherby, shooters went for the
lesyostly combination.

ued, oue impresro devel
oped s real belbainger in 1968 This
the 240 Weatherby Mag.,

but none that is as highly lethal as the
240 Weatherby Mag. This Bull of the

fps. For
like whitetail deer, pronghorn antelope,
and javelina, this is a splendid caliber.

of the case when loaded.” Weatherby

1014 me n 1 long face 0 fuce powwon.
“We had 1o give up on

153, of maybe it was ‘S, 1 heard

d as a

result o a longish conference I had with

eral 215 primer. s loaded in everything
‘The manufacturer told me that in the
beginning (1945) he eagerly picked up
lauser, Winchester, and Remington ac-

7 AMERICAN HUNTER



tions and barreled them with his tubes

ca n about 1949, he

e armangement

1o get all his actions

from Firearms International, which im-

ported all their rifles and actions from
Fabrique Nationale of Belgium.

our name on these rifles,” explained the

aggressive

w rile. A firearm better
than anyone had ever had. The old
serwithts twolockin lugs simply would
not do. I conceived the idea of not two
lugs but ine of them. | ooy as my chief

arounded fore-end tip and then I thought,
well, what the hel, it will look a litle
more rakish if 1 give the tip a 45-degree

e and s I reshaped the fore-¢nd tip
toachieve that. I altered the conventional

shaped_configuration. And 1 gave the
stock the Monte Carlo_comb with a
comfortable cheekpiece. The stock is an
indubitable part of the Mark V. and the
rifle can be identified about as far as you
can see the stock.

In 1956 Weatherby had Herb Klein as
4 parter I was one of thos iedly
 the man-

o ok g by o
of us we designed a bolt that has the nine
lugs, but these lugs do not stand out
beyond the diameter of the bolt itself. |
took the fifth prototype to.a meeting with
some of our leading'big game hunters;
these included among others Herb Klein,

um.mr:r bl & e o
mpany decided he simply had to

o someing for the renowned spori-
 in touch with Gen. Nate

Twining, chief of the U.S. Air Force,
ind this pair of worthies got together in
Dallas at Klein's home. There were other

‘man, and Elgin Gates, who hunted for
many years with Klein. They admired
the rifle and someone asked. ‘What kind
a model name are you going to give
this musket?"

Elgin Gates, Ken Niles (the television

personaiy). and & few of the betier-
nown gun w

a5 keptin the dark as o the

plotuntil Weatherby brought forth a huge

Jibers. L
Tesistant fiberg
*“That was a good question, and frankly
1 hadn't thought much about it up until
then | ooked round or suggetons.
“Elgin Gates, who had
cutbosnd motors o the Wee Contt for
years, suggesied hat 1 call he new rite
the Man

weather.
s stock that s Ideal for hunting rugged terrain and harsh climates.

four oot trophy emblemaic of the out-
orld. The

of the

Every year since ‘56, with one exception,
the e put

T s S appeind 1 b
1lked the e and sinc this ws the

fith potoype | scauesced, s
e Mark V Westherby vt sinc. The

yearw

Toaked Wedtherbysbout he so-clled
“California™ stock. Shooters are never
aloss 10 voice their opinion about the
inal butt; they are cither for it whole-
o or emphatially against the urniture.
In'discussing the very original pattern
xplained, 1 designed the

ok thinkig 1 wanieda pun thsl was
i looking und most especily dif

ferent than the rifles we had se

our lives.

I put a ltle flair in the pistol grip and
then added the Weatherby diamond in
the base of the grip.
on that diamond. At

first my stock had

SEPTEMBER 1985

the finger on the most_distinguished

risman_among the great hunters/
shooters of the world. The Weatherby
Big Game Trophy is the most prestigious.

in the hunting realm.

hese past two (o three decades, the
company led a splendid line of
sturdy and worthwhile hunting scopes.
Then there are also overfunder, auto-
loading, and pump scatter-guns. Not to
werlook a_hands caliber rifle
dubbed_quite_appropr Mark
XXIL. Together with these addiions the
company no
is known a8 oy Wea "
Tl
] Sine ol e
has promoted himself to chairman of the

ard and is still very, very much in
the picture! [}
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| hoisour getest ningsprts
? And provided we com-
| mence a sarch for the flow
who has h t wide-
s et varicty
of the fauna of this world, just wi
i shall we apply in .ng\.sn.‘ms Yim the
King of all Nimrods? In the past, we

e, Buflalo Bl was shooting
for the market, and Dan'l was only intent
ing the pot. His pot

Here more lately, we have come t0 re-
d the tuesptiman s ht cutdoor:
who hunts only for the chase.

o et o he ks, o B e
by want. He shoots nd quests in disant
places o he shes o ofthe bt My

Jnown, of these iy

iy Rossérck, st ..r
m: um« States and keenest of big game

5. One ime, after he had servd is

expedition 1o Sout
attempted (0 explore the upper reaches of
the Amazon,

“There were others of the Roosevelt ra,

umber of safaris. His particu-
lar forte was the lion. il another Ameri-
can who had a penchant for the great cats
Rainey, do
d took his pack of hounds to Nairobi

with him. There he coursed lions from
horseback. Now 1 have never spoored th
King of Beasts with 1 pack, but

it man o besst. Raney Tost ot of
dogs, anc the enraged
besst amost accounted for both man and
horse

“This opus is not concerned with the ex-
plois of yesterday's sportsmen. These fine
fellows were sort of amateurs compared
with the modern crop of

i
s

portsman hunts around the globe.
In my opinion, one of the greatest of
these later-day huntsmen was Herb Klein,
“This fellow made  fortune i oil, and he.
devoted the last 30 o of his ife to the
Col. As rt Speegle, who
ot akam vanetyof gaeng wunﬂw\d- to-

day'stop rophyhuner Specgle
atinge (opy and s apom.

AUGUST 1984

HINWR

Col. Askins examines a long

listof wortny candidates and

offers his choice as today’s
No. 1 trophy hunter.

POOLC II\KLE\ ASKINS

pursuit of wild game. T first met him in
Spain almost 30 years agone. He had just
returned from his first African safar, and
e had a ranking amateur, a veritable ten
derfoot ntow Tm; as s olge profsor

med O'Connor, who had inted

e Arizons votil Kle took him v

der his wing.
with the rem;

first Marco Polo ram claimed by an outsid

This extraordinary fellow sho all the 27
i game species of North America
and along the way annexed
eatherby saw fit to award

prestigious prize
in the hunting realm, in 1956, Herb Klein

died in 1974,
e are others. Probably even more
impressive is the H.LH. Prince Abdorreza
brother of the former Shah of

winner. The catastrophe in his native

B prty el wrien s 1 he huning
this fantastic sport

*Mors reently the bighly covted -

along 10 3 most extraordi-

erally all over r the uning ma
im or hear of his exploits all over four

Bi
Game Trophy in 1980, And very well
deserved!

Viththe excption of 175, Roy Weat
erby has passed along his tremendously
pi e g
arbitrarily select some hunter
estarly coms 1o i sneation and. the
canard that the winner must shoot
§ Wetherty it s pur bk, Weathery
& has a committee, and this lttle group,
Drciog spormmmm pet e b i

ntinued on pg.77

55



s Top Hunter

Cammu{i Jfrom ps.

gether and carefully and meticulously con-
siders the record. Thereafter, they
their recommendations to Weatherby i
atmosphere of considerable confidentiality
he winner is never known until the very
evening of the gala banquet,

once knew an old New Mexico rancher
who had shot a whitetail buck every year
for 42 to me
one day, “that I'm the greatest deer hunter
in the counry An mayte bo was. An-
and son, had gone
e Mty £ 3 s S ally, the
father/son duo each shot Alces alces, and i
Jou talked to them, they would appity
form you tha hey were the champio

imes have w the ranking
sportsmen must hunt workdwide, Not jus

cert any
nent, but on all of them. Even with this
peripatetic journeying, the ambitious

not be at all sure he is in the running for
the title of No. 1 Sportsman. No indeed.
He may shoot an old tusker with ivory

stop the charge of a hell-bent ion, together
with 14 buffalo, all of them ntent on doing
him grave bodily harm. But these game-
field brushes with death will scarcely get
him an honorable mention.
* The fellow who secks the Weatherby
tatuary must be a mountain sheep hunter.
Itis utterly mandaory that he s all he
peaks in the Ogilvie Mountains, Canad

and a yurt with the camels and
goats. His trophy will be shot at altitudes
approaching 16,000 feet.

T give you the sportsman who has
climbed a thousand

continent, who has claimed all the major
‘wild sheep ofthe world, 35 in numbser, and
has two North American grand slams. (A
grand slam is one cach of our four sheep
es) This bucko has made 141 hunts
worldwide, these 10_include North and
urope, Africa, Asi, Aus-

st by

now in his 05, A medical man with a
fumily practice, 1 ofien wonder

octorgeta around (o all isptiens

e, to, bascolced l 2 of the North

Amercan b gam spcis

priaepririn Lopesc oyl apoed

AUGUST 1984

ern Nepal, licensed by the Nepalese G

Department, and collected the bharal (blue

sheep) and the goral. He bec:
h

the huntable shv{p ofhe workd, He
adakh blue shee
et agal o the lion . 1576 o
the third sport hunter to collest 15 major
species of wild

ikar-Safori Club Interns
tional Asiatic award for

ninth sporisman 1o collect the glacier bear
in fair chase. He has collected cight of the
spiral-horned

cland, nyala, mountain nyala, sitatunga,
and bushbuck. Among his truly rare an
o uniual tophies s the mancls
Grants aebry coleted in
Speegle our satries for s
Nk A trophies n the Boone ar

ed
size and include such prized trophies = m

bongo, tiger, lion, leopard, jaguar,
T s . s o
brown bruin, four horned sheep, Arctic
wolf, and the northern Nubian  giraffe
ere are literally hundreds of smaller
‘mammal, not ne y game s but
inthe opnion o the good doctornecssary
‘e of natual. lmlery The oo
or 4 Plan 10 pres im, lock
e by e s oF o o

- mxn priaded

wnting man has worked for four

hand inteaching gun saety programs.

Roy Weathetty prosete this fniasi
bunerhis Big Gam Trophy in
er was it mor

Unike some of hi peers

wait (0 add o the museum.”




BEL GIAN
HUNTER

Wins

28+
WEATHERBY AWAR

By Col. Charles Askins

e prstisous Wetherby i Game Trophy was avarded

November 29, 1984, to Belgan who
s mde 177 sepurate hunts on .m ix wmm:nh it our
sportsman riend devoted 30 day required 14

ot ol ths considcsble shuting i Rl sl

attainment, belcve me. He hs ollcted 142 sparae speces
placing 89 of these in the He hus taken the
African “big five™ (lion, clephant. buffalo, and rhino),

the super slam on mountain she
Spanish ibex.

The Weatherby trophy is now in its 28th year of award. It
is a very special sort of prize thal interests @ very select few
sporsmen, Whie it s\gvun.mmm”» he fcts rethose who

umbitious to claim the actually strive o be i
consideration for years. An enir leime pripth it
e huning goes o the powder-buning, Some winners

fess their complete. 1 being anointed, but my
Drvate opiion is ha they had » prty §ood iakling before
the lightning struck.

The candidutes (o the swardars reviewsd by  seletion

nhich s od und of ong tanding. The canard that
herby pus he inge on
Too, the long-ianding nonsense

o and o grand slam on

i members
renovned ~|mn~mm| Prnce Ao N Otk atind
and extremely knowledgeable Dr.
iy

Ad

Eigia G d Weatherby himsel
loseobserver f he Weathery xtravaganza overthe
ntu i s e aay
ing that carries more weigh, it s sheep hunting, I
i sboluely mateil tha the candiate have bagged not ey
all the North American species (there are four of these Ovis).
bt some igh oher speccs most of which are found In the
Himalay ur boy can shoot a 120-pound bull
ciephant and a 10-4oot lion and the selection conhi 1
ety v, Bl B 4 0
a trophy-size urial, and he is a marked m

ek Yl s eecng Wi i e Sicap bovtig
is the toughest, hardest, and most dangerous of all game
quest

8.
frst winner ofthe Weatherby may very. wel b the
rod of them all. This was Herb Kici lla

This fellow, now dead, hunied uot for uon nor y:l
renown, but solely for the pleasure of the cha

MAY 1985

were his gamefield accomplshments that Roy Weatherby
sadaled up one day and galoped over o

presened spotsman Kiein with he frs Wenthby
Rl G shoot Mak V. ot nmcu\ly the m
Weatherby Magaum, and 1

that from  thi
beginning the sory o i 40 30 cannt i Nibont
the Weatherby ordnance.

Probably e et ERMAR A 51t e Mo g

recipient of the Weatherby brus is o Ameri
o Waiat, Yot S bkt o Hoeciiny a1
Rave seen hinia ay srang paces. “Yosh simpy never
fks g A ey e 0 b o it
Him up & whitl OFllthe great huniamen { know, 1 amal
more hh.\y 1o sec this cx\rcm\'\» likeable chap in Lusaka or

in the Cameroon than anyone clsc.

Twelve years ago, Jay Mello, he of the firly wellknown

[t Ru e ot m= four-foot trophy. He
oungest man eve For 10 years, young
Vieon, mudc his home in Ndlmlﬂ ntiag almost Comion.

ously. 1 had him in mind commented that when the
Tightning \lrml e e D2 ki onsombe e
that it w

'O the 28 winners, Doc Bob Speee is s the collctor of the
greatest number of ‘m,mm This ami

Ament h of them Rl e, The 8004 docior lamed. s
Weatherby diadem in 1979, He, like Watson Yoshimoto, has
never quit hunting

Only two firearms editors have cver been honored by the
presentation. The frs of these pundis at th time of the

ard had hunted in Africa once and in India once. He had

ho 0 ok ek shee The oer i gt 1
trophy the year following. This was back in the beginning

when the slection commilce was prety generous.

Today, the ¢l ek Tucuens Hionn a0
e putin 14 yeurs o m: game fields. The Weatherby
is & most u e il S
determimtion, ad the devetion of the huster 10 th chse. B

1




ltalian Hunter Captures
ward

5" Weatherby

By Earl Shelsby

. Carlo Caldesi, who has hunted o
 cvery continen, s the respien of
ihe 250n Weatherby Big Game Award

as the “Oscar” of the hunting world, is
presented cach year to 4 big game hunter
with outstanding accomplishments in the
sport. It was created in 1956 by Roy E
Weatherby, @ big game hunter and
manufacturer of famous guns

Television perso

gmeirophie, ncluding e grand s o
orth American she

an mmw aperincs e

been cxceptional. He was the it spors:

g o eollct te rae shosn bushouel i

et v taken 11 differens

speces o bex and gous, s well s thce
bongo and record-class kudu, mountain
yai and siatunga. Alo. h was th frst
sporsman o hunt he Cobur Pernsla

the northern territory of Australia. It
was there x».x he collected two record-
class banteng

. Caldesi i a lfe metmber of Game
ConservationInternational and
honorary of regelar mermber of sx okt
‘groups, including the Los Angeles chapter
of afa Clup Inenatoml.
mber of the Halian

Grand Prix de Monte Carlo against a
el o feld

Dr. Caldesi was selected by a panel of
it i end himis o s

4 nominees. The other

candidates were: Dante Marroceo, Palos
Houston; Thornton N. Snids
Gt Niabin. (huch) Whi,
Colo: and Erwin Wilson, Birmingh:
Mich.
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o Tokon 307 g g specio.

! ), roclntof the 251 W Gar , poses
d award-donor . B Catdos hos hunted o e conine
Ninely- 1w of e rophio are ted 1 record books.

NRA JUNIOR MEMBER APPLICATION
Ut s, o o NRA mbor NRA JuiorMerer
e Mimborip o Sa O,

ERivimy
5 Americon Rilaman
Poymen an fosed O
AME
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