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A Mighty Rifle Of The Past




To assert that most professional hunt-
f the great ones pre-
les is a cliche and a_fal-
is true that the late John
ro” Taylor touted the double s
o sine g on for dangerous game a5
do Elmer Keith and others, but
lor's riend, tho lats Fltcher Jamieson
the Rhodesian professional electrocuted
by a drop ight while repising 3 pump
in his well in 1948, used a Holland
50074450  double caly unti_ Telery

sl i b e Zambel e
l=y.  wbsuntally increasing his score,
us, DS.O. an

nters, p

Ge) Gl Fargumaron e shot and

B eled previusly on -bore

sion. single-|

hunters o te Vicoran oy he avided

doube ils oxcep for s it owner,
of one that was shorly soln and

her

£

2 Tobore which

smokeless ¢ra- artived, Selous Quickly
obtained a Rumanian Mann-
licher and a 375 Express Holland
saglesior Farmharon, wwiching to 3
E H Magnum and a 425 West
oy Rt Masma v i) bod
Iy bfore the fist World War in which
he was.

Failure of rebated rim loads

Selous tried out the 450 Righy dou-
ble, d in 1897 as the st of
the large nitro-cxpresses, and liked the
cartridge, but didnt care for doubles
1 want to point out that, despite
Selous' success with the 425 and its
o By dome Aftcan game depart-
‘ments, Rhodesia of
batedim cartridge Tor game. rungers
due to the tendency of the bolt face to
slip over the rim during f d

a groove down the cartridge case,

peated a fallacy about
this cartridge, wmchmhked L satng
that these

up enough o feed it. Westley Richards
did feature extra.long

the now-obsolete
500 Jeffrey rimless. This, like all
Schuler-designed cartridges, had a re-
bated rim. One Rhodesian ranger re-
signed rather than continue using the
425 after a close shave. The 425's were
Iater re-issued to the Tsetse Fly Control
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#af, vho soon rseted s gnerely
It has it the 500 Jef-
Sery ekd iy Sachud . Do
rifles and the ammo made in Germany.
e latier is true, but in Germany it
was also known a5 the 127 x 70 mm.
Schuler and rifles made by Krieghoft
were sold prior to World War II, after
which this cartridge ceased to be pro-
duced. Current owners of Jeflery .500's
seghof versin ofen convert
460 Weatherby.

i nnmn]u" Bell was famou
for his use of the
M.um iboush s

B choie of

rcival, long Presi
Arican Professional Hunter'
tion, who met Rq

rofessionals.
P Now.reied Kenya profesion Eric
Rundgren was credited by the late Rob-
\illing some 600 cle-

Cameron, Run
carrying Rundgren's final ch

chester Model 70
deceased

455, “The-recotly
Commander David_Enderby

lensery of the lephactcontol schene
Blunt_confour with his
Soccestl une of iy 416 Kby Mowe:
er. Blunts old 416 carries on in the
‘hands of his son.

e two leading elephant _control

oy hunier Marus Daly prtered the
416 and the 10.75
8 t.any Houble. Nelter Wally J Juhn-
v nor s son Wallr 1
be caught dead using double
aver that in some insance one of the
other would h: caught with
3 twodhot doutle Insesd of a power-
ol magazine rifle wi or five
£ ommder » 104t 458 the
potentially mx elephant rifle and arc
only half jo
Wally exchanged his old Model 70
s tora % e o naty ot il
EXN Rie, gl shacg i

clicnts n 1970,
buffalo, hisneck cruelly porg g
iMool Gl Bl £

ind two of Wallys 3754, Wally, in

front, readied his third shot but it was
never dliverd because the buft crashed
into the muzse, knoeking the it trom
Wally's hands, breaking he sto0
huring Wl right hand somevt wha
iy with the bufl work-
. One of the clients was
5§ Browaiag und e one
shot, mising the b
fh S e Ko slaiy gl
m recoil, releasing the spring catch.
Jerry Knight, whn anages ibe fun d6-
P in Bever-

a hom
through his thigh.

Injury not always avoidable
Sometimes it isn' possble o avoid
injury 1o & guide or the client. Wally
Johnson saved my life when a buffalo
I had wounded attacked me on Sept.
3, 1959, in Mozambique along |

Wally could shoot with the 375 he was
carrying, the bufl tossed me up through
the thorns three times. Wally delivered
sren shots from, e Holland 375,
then ran up to as lying on
e ek, g broualy Jo¢
8. He put a soft nose 458 in the
neck that dida't faze the bull and then
one in the back of the head which
e ot
banged up. If you are shocked at the
T S ook 1o pt dow, e b
1 must say this is not unusual. The in.
credibly tough Cape buffalo is famous
for being able to absorb heavy Iead.

solids. 1 load the heavy rifle with
always, unless the target s a lion or
tger. he noml bulet. fo the e

sold, which is the only bul-
Ie capable-of eaching. the vils of
pachyderms from any practical angl.

remove them to my belt (o
be concluded). ]






This Charles Osbome & Co. 8:a. rifle weighs 16% Ibs., has 26"
arels with ane In 72" it grove lamter approx. £30° with

A plain grade of rifle bult for service,
it shown on this monts cover

MIGHTY RIFLES OF THE PAST

A one-inch bore fired an 1882-gr. slug
in the largest rifles for dangerous game

By GEORGE A. HOYEM

e lrke bore hunin ife devloped  The earliet of thse s appered el vory hunters, was il using th snge
et & bore muzzeloner in the el‘mun

Courtenay Selous
4 Hmun: W oo e Lo

158 4y €, e i s,
g sy 153 ownce o ponder, v

thei
st welght, they Jravgtioniig ,...a
created an immense cloud of smoke at
Cvery hot, Powder foulin lft i the bore
made it difficult to ram_the ball home
against the charge, o  loose-fting

cile was normally used to facilitate
loading, resuling in’mediocre accuracy.

Sir Samuel Baker

Sir Samuel Baker, who hunted and ex-

i iking power 1o
vy e e forest ade i et e and ers beehout o 20 of te are i, In 1845 he
years or more. Frederick Courtenay Selous, N o Ky -barrel - muzel

one of the most famous of professionai

acks_justification _for
inating his_antagonist_ before depart-
ing for a quieter neighborhoo:

Such experiences soon convinced these
hunters that whal they needed was an arm

pment of guns with bores ranging from
10-88. up t0 4

‘The imposing scene at left from the paint-
ing “Lords Of The Jungle” by David Shep-

eals game worthy of a mighty rifle.
Copyright by David Shepherd. Available in
22130 print from Hunting World, 16
E.530d St., New York, price $12,

JANUARY 1972



“with 10 drams of powder behind a
recoil was 50 terrific \Iml
und like a weathercock i

¢ However, ihe
s

barrel rifles were made for men who
fered ligher weight guns, most prodaced

after the breechloader appeared were the

Beasts
hunted India in the

vividy described a fatal objection (o the
inge barre i,

e clephant at last_stopped, and in
iy v i o

unable 1o extract it, whilst the ele-

To swing the 10/, barls of the Otbame -tore realtes actice and srength

The side-lever operates double under-bolts, Note

tang over pistol grip.

head extension and reinforcing

phant_ made across 1o our right. Seizing
my 12 bore Greener, 1 1an fo g b ide

1 i the ‘conduct of my
seoni o was on his knees
S my oot behin the tes, trying ith hs

campfie thit evening how he had saved
his hunter’ life,

British “Express” rifles

Howower efletve ihe lare bore may

large charge of powd
e of their greater useful range these

i in the carly

73" case londed

powderbehind a
. fee per second,
quit & velocty In those days. (op. it P.

Altnough they were praical und et
for game the size of tiger or the larger
i Sk saeee ot
these higher-velocity loads against the

ime was ineviably ovresimied
by some . W. T. Thom (Col. Fitz
Wiiam: Thomas Potiok and W. T- Thotn,
Jh and Assam, Lon

don, 1900, pp. 365-369), & Britsh engineér
who shat extensively in Burma and Assam,

st ol wmnping o e

shots, lost him, and then repested the per-
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formance on_another they encountered.
ported by
cven today for the hunier who goce afer
“The beast bolied. We followed up, and
about hall an hour afterwards heard him
We made o

Al s occured in &
fow mm and 1 had not been able 10
put in  shot sooner
Commissionsr Syer ived 11 housaer
he

wounds f
e, woms pesiiniog coas thaowgh
the bod,

survivor of this episode concluded

that he had best leave his 577 home in
eference for an 8-bore when hunting the

umber of these 19 Centary huniers
1 csounts of theii

ever, .m eldom deal

of firearms con.

A sporecrion of tba_ lrp
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A full 16-dram load of blackpowder—one
behind 1250-to 1882:r. lead bullets

bores can only be gained by exumination

of the guns themselves and the ammuni.
tion made for them. The guns were hand-
ade, and cach gunsmith s ow

ideas on how they should be consiructed.
The el was's wide vty of boring
systems, actions, and calibe;

Rifling systems
Barrel borings tried and used success
fully included: (1) plain smooihbore.for

(2) fulllengih rifing
ing systems, (3) oval
ifling. (Greener, Tth

op. 618, 630,

round b
be

barrels wer
as possible, the
pin,
as the subject of

Hie proved tht  long, cylindrica bullet

ounce—was used in some arly 4-bores

coud e sabilzed for e accuney 13

10 sinate he o

arp edges in the ¢

il prsovig.
foms od vrson o

the cor
Which fed either bullet or
Oval boring was discuse
Henry Beaufoy

Lancaster made a variety of it and
lrawbors pisols Wi oval and

23



even a double combination gun under the

Fitted wi

e 1800 and carly
1900 Colonel George Vincent Fosbery,
V. C. patented this system in 1885,

Fosery s the same min who. in-
ry aulomatic re.

Vohe Itsodueed n 190

The “Paradox” rifle
fland & Holland of London bought

i T2hore Par

e describing measure

)
Holland & Holland's
arms made

(1. to 7 12-bore brass case with enclosed hollow-point lead bullet; 12-bore Westley

Richards Explora, solid lead; 12-bore
cap; 20-bore Pe

Kynoch Nitro ball;
id by Eley with Westley

12-bore Kynoch hollow split

Richards brass-capped bullet; 26

by Eley, also with brass-capped bullet; early 24-bore rifle cartridge with paper-
et

patched bullet

he “Rho-
mmer and

in single-shot rife form, using the Farqu.
harson alln Hock cton,

e rvige o examining 3 bam-
merlss itr 13-bore in Lzmir, Torkey, in
T35 A hest qualty gun made by Holand

g
sty but Sl would have en wel cipped

+ an occasonal sho at the Wikl boar 50
numerous In Wesiem Turkey, had
dox ammunition been available

Regardiess of the riling, if any at all
these double-barrel guns of large bore shot

best with one weight of bullet and powder
charge. Hollund & Holland

el 1o diverge from the point of aim.

Shooting accuracy

Makers bossted of fine accuracy, even

‘sunied, poporons” wed in those
ended 10 Toe g bty beyond 100
Yo

all makers championed their guns.
with remarkablegroups fired under con-
trolled conditions. such performance could
ot be considered the average. In general,
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ley, 2:9/16" case, conical wax-lled hollow-point bullet; 20.bore Westley

Richards Fauneta, 2.9/ 16" case, brass-capped bullet.

slence, Wi
ases may be replaced
with loaded cartridges without 4 sound.

At as Sbors 1)1 pitr, 34

“The faster-operating top lever generally
sde swinging undr leve
me of the poerful nitro
il made in hammeries form,
lever forced atraight down was
pen i clon bcws f el
I(umn rless guns and. rifes

type during the large-bore era. Guns wi
ousde hammers were e Supenive 10
make, and evidently gunmakers had orders

ake,
for.them, {or guns were. offered in top

rass-and-paper case by Eley for a French rifle; (r)

(et gyt i Bl i ol
epicaive e ittt e the soncro e peted it
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fever, outside hammer form well into the
201h Centory
The variations in both early and mod-

Cartridge construction
Gariton cams to el caty rom
bore

swelled the cases, spoiling
Powder and mking the criridaes diicut
and

jled brass cases with paper lining
re 4 step toward eliminating these
weaknesses, but the one-piece, solid-head,
brass case was the most practical. A solid
ras with heavy & was
used extensively for the Paradox, Explora,
i other bl andaho g though the
Jess weather-proof brass head paper cases
ere also co
There is a mmml diflrence i bore
diameters between arms made for_thin-

sough proof marks showed

e ball

W. Greener again, he sug-
alrcady_made

For e in rifles

size of




a blunt, conical type with & wide, deep lead, splitnose, hollowpoinied with cavity

at the waist The groove reduced  lled with beeswa, or copperibe hollow:
and contributed o the slug’s  point. Sicel pointe s
It ot e sl e o it pe:

wration. Explosive bullets were constructed
by g te hollw noses wih detnatng
powder, or by loading interior cavites
Wi powder charge and a detonatng cap

duce he beaing -
10 swage dow

Bullets of this type were made solid

CHARLES LANGASTER'S NON-FOULING SMOOTH OVAL-BORE

ELEPHANT RIFLES,
SINGLE AND DOUBLE BARREL.

Ned s oo

The Charles Lancaster Co. catalog, London, 1900, provided a wide selection of big
rifles for British travelers, ranging from &-bare singles at £40 to double 8-bores,
best locks, for 20% more, these could be made as hammerless arms.

TABLE OF SPECIFICATIONS FOR BIG-BORE BLACKFOWDER RIFLES

Rite Bore s
r 052

abore 1,052"

Bbore 83

10bore 775"

12bore 725"

12bore 725" 599 g1 111
S TR SR PSRN SIS Wl £ R

ibar o ngivideat, SHen 1o purchase THQUMANE

26

on a spindle which went off on impact.

lead slug. This cap
boose an 9 stlat orms,
Ar. Taylor's patent numbers

389701 and muomu
in the brass cone of speci

was i

hi. The 12
bore lead bullet s only 982 inch
Jong while the L. T. bullet is 1.4 inches
in length.

i

poring her aserions with 3 argst o
ing cight shots in @ 12* square fired at 300
yis. from a 12-bore hxrlan

“They did ot mention
trajectory of i

 high, curving

capped bullet in smol wder lo
didincrese he o ecivanet of e vall
‘and.shot guns, and the same principle was

v Tater ' the. hollow-capped Faradox

more shallow and with & somewhat slover

i

Other interesting ideas were tried_in
bullts specially for_smoothbores.  The
Brits '
spheri
5 sl Jead bals. The

of a
filed_ with
Lethal” bullet
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These two guns from the George W. Courtney collection are typical of the era: (upper)

an HeH
fitted with side clips. Note low combs on bo

contained in a 12-ga. cartridge loaded by

Eley for Lyon & Lyon of Calcutta is a

phere made up of segments nended 1o
apart on impact,

"Freaca makers prodaced sectoaed bl

shot n fie minutes without even pofcing
he rifle go ofl. But Selous lier com.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Thiny yor of caidgs colct
ing got George A, Hoyem

Wesh 3 0. G Sence eva:
iner and former infantry officer, so
interested in large caliber European
and British hunting rifles that he
produced this article.
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Faradox -ore withreinorced tigger gurd (ower)a 10-oe HH Poracos

plained biterly of the recoil from his
“hores.

Tabe of the Trje
Gun and m it o S5y
weighing 16 pounds and burning 10 drams
behind an o2z bullt s seneraing 85

foot pounds of recoil, The largest gun he

The upper two guns are HAH Paradores for the B-bore

lis—a bore weighing 24 pounds—ook

expensive, combinat

ofred Niro Bal 123
xhausied not Jong afiervard.

Pradcion was 8ot resimed afier World
and o reglar suply bas beca

[}

ey
Lo,
e, o, W Web Hir, S

cartridge. The hammerless
The double
, less elaborate best gun. It weighs

8bor
18% Ibs. The small cartridge is a .30-30; the larger fits the Woodward,




