WHY MAGAZINE BIG-BORE
RIFLES ARE BEST PART |

From long experience, this
writer has made up his mind.
By JACQUES P. LOTT
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it will be 404, 416 Rigby, 425 West-
ley Richards or .505 Gibby war
Africa and early post-war Af
Since 1956, the 458 cartridge has be-
come the phenomenon of tropical big
game hunting. Like the .375 H & H
8 is a standard and

I

with one in the chamber gives the
hunter five shots, practically jam-proof.
Some cary fucy Hollnd & Hollnd

fausers, often on salvaged

pre-war commercal Mauser actions Gt
extra cost). There could be Schultz
Larsens or E.N, or Browning s, or
BSA. or Remingtons. All those are,
or wre, svalable sometime sice the
inroduction of the”458 Winchestr

gnum in 1956,

“The tradiional British preomineace
in arms for

o dlient
game

United States. This is indeed a drama-
tie reversal, and Holland & Holland,

that citadel of English-riflemak
consentrtes on U, clbers

y the gerous game.
Workers n the 015 argebove fld
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had settled on 450 caliber as
years before the advent of the com-
i

“stand-
ard”

ror St wod Mndm\:, they b:ml Hmdu»
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his cal

In the 1920, the New York frm of
Griffin & Howe was forme Tep-

ey i lraperuigl - 4

began 10 produce fine .404'

3753, Perhaps the st large bore

magasoe ife [ have seen & n triend'y
foffm: bs m

Bulaways to Khartoum. Wally Johnson
farry Manners killed between
them some thousands of elephant and
o s counton_ sniloge 1nd
many lions between 1937 and 1960,
They usedprewar Model 0. S5 and
wore out xrvcml stocks apiect
i st by postivir
riflesmiths that the 1917 En-
A ot s g el iy
requiring minimal internal alteration to
e cartridges such as the .41
Rigby and the 375 H & H M;

miseme opesingup

v,
rugged and reliabie but requires & good
deal of external modification and maga-
tine wark o make up into a fonctonal
dangerous game
Jneviaby, wme wuamm took the
5 H & H c veloped ele-
phun s by o
\ckley Magnum. These

s Sopper tubing

ed soft nos and soid bulesthat

24 o oot

game. The onl;

ere that some of the

A5 ok st s s 10 o ly

ntructed. Bames 032" jackets re-
died this

During the middle 1950's southern

S, Alex Keres Beverty Tl Spors

 cal, 418 Rt o e g oo, o 1624, ok e
i e T, WG S o

Shop turned out some very sound .416's
of

nums were shaky things when made by
gunsmiths who had never built up any-
thing heavie than 5 300 Magnum. [
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ot gy gl

tached to the barsl .ms set into_the

fore-end wi en eposy bedded.
e sping prblem s s
Subsequent experience con

sormena of 5 R Sy g

res when bt triking
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dy. A friend
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271 ot prieco, A
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it arge-bore
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onl Ing, 1 e such & tierel 02 my
st S kg dbngionechic
securacy, bardly veyig I pont of -
pact, A & M became quite a large bore
-t gk Lo gl
their_enormous .

up 378 Weathrby cme,caiming 2960
with 110 grs. of 3031 ar

of these rather homely
bt ».m.nmm e
although m:

it not heavily crimped and bullets
sested to proger dept, jams would oc-

Wichesr sppsrenty was wiching
a mu activity, which recsived ample
rage in shooting pubhcnlmm "
Fﬂpullmv of the ms and
Ry of the 379 B4 H e

Vit s o s sepraly, T
yas eiandy and the 438 Wincheder
. Based on b shorened beled

1956. The new case
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34" case of the

cqual pover. The n\k mllcd s w«
was rid of U.S,

Bnlnh e M . ot

the proven Model 70 action. Wisely,

Windhesier placed e forward dicg

el stud on the of the

forearm to preclude | pwl[ul blewx o

the et hand when 73 f recoil

foresthe rifsback The busack wd

conservative, r

e e et v

Win. 458's customize their

her than length of pul, in-

mcﬂmg Tt e Soigs moets with 80

wal for steady _holding Jmn quick

hmd!mu pxm mcml comfor rear

Sight wasan appropria i comiagion of

Sola base, ofcing windagn -

VP exe

N o Wi v only one

recail bolr behind the single recoil lug

on the eciver. This was found isade-

quate, and a lug was brazed to

e e end ot o e e

and anather stock bot was insalled in

oducts an

il b e e

n who could afford a double

rifle costing many times the price of the
del 70.

I was

required o atain 1 yeloety of 2130
charge ha avily

in the solid version, which
bullet is some 3/32" longer than the
Soft-nose
"The Model 70 458 Aftcan proved
it could not only dish it out but that
it could ks it 4 wll. In many re-
t I more important for the
IEPhunl tifle o be able 10 take hard
i tham o sy it Wi
quals, Double ifks are beautfully
made but suffer from broken stocks

A cal. 458 Remington &nflld with 234" barel and Springfiid magazine.
ids

I
The magazine hol
Lyman Alaskan scope.

more than bolt rifles, due either o the
ek sk bl Tl o ot
four inger of walnut around the lecks,
9 9 loguming i the b ok sk
wher tang tend to
weige ol B spreading
the side older box
lock. doubles will reveal this it held
straight up by the butt and shaken
liberately. ment lock for 8

458. One
can purchase an extr factory stosk for
the 458, plus spars stiker, fiing pin
and ‘mainspring and e spring
without financial strain.

T own or have owned a wide variety
of excellent double rifles. 1 have found
ot of e gl s wad e

el e robpig of soe with
careul handi 577 Hollnd
will comlslzmly pl.me Lot barree i
15" at using the expres
it 2o B from L
“This rifle is theoret
stopper” because of i unm nnd wvll
e uted for tght sots n
Evans duuhln. um
wm \lu) o 7 50 y

'St 1 recall hat he barres of my

placement for the orignal and tht this
o bad o be Teplaced a second time,
T Ionc  Hollod 465 #2 grade
double that separate
s and which e mm,y )cp]acm]
Preparing for a hunt in Sumatra in
1968, 1 was at the range wi
laad Roval 465 double und heurd a
nasty click as 1 tried the right

m
simup o b tnd o ook piecs
ol detete pm Todged under the

cocking lever, preventin of
the rifle. Had this acnurmd in a tight

spot on the second shot 1 would have

tried 1o force the h.\rrch dcwn with

resulant damage to the locks, apat
what

shot if one side of a double fails unless
one can sit down and caretly remve
offending bits an

ity shov e e doutle st
at an clephant in Uganda and he
only a sickly click upon iqueumg he

unds. The rifle weighs 8% Ibs. without its

right trigger. He didn't realize what
had occurred at first and tried t0 shoot
coupl of motetimss when t downed
on him he had a n main spring.
Many doubles are i cery” (1
rifle was made in 1912) and this wide
P o % ik 5 ) i o syt
ot 10 dorct rom e
repuation of dnuM or_their mak-
em but ol to point ut tat beog
made muhumcnl | tiog, ey o

t cl
s g g
theoretical list of possible breakdowns
of the bolt rifle and consequent non-
breakdown of the double.

In my experence Wil s bok scton
e’ s Driioves b a0
e tough T bave fird thousode. u[
rounds with all

taking ¢y of The game
e lowered gru(ly as cum.
bolt riffe which may be
hc\u forward and loaded wmmm re-
's eyes from the
doubles iy, o ﬁr: Iwo
quick shots with little possibi
contretemps, the shum.r ovenl\ unm.
for a given barrel length,
handle s 7 for e ﬂo]\pm' Vi
its quick take-down for packing, I can't
6 any wperiority of the doubls over

a firstclass bolt action rifle unless one
fuls back on those theoretical mechani-
cal failures.

i

The .458 cartridge (r.) is designed for use
in bolt-action rifles, whercas the other
thre are ied in double barled ifes.
They ae (rom 1) the 600 Niro-Express,
he573 N Expross and he 468 .
Express
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To assert that most professional hunt-
f the great ones pre-
les is a cliche and a_fal-
is true that the late John
ro” Taylor touted the double s
o sine g on for dangerous game a5
do Elmer Keith and others, but
lor's riend, tho lats Fltcher Jamieson
the Rhodesian professional electrocuted
by a drop ight while repising 3 pump
in his well in 1948, used a Holland
50074450  double caly unti_ Telery

sl i b e Zambel e
l=y.  wbsuntally increasing his score,
us, DS.O. an

nters, p

Ge) Gl Fargumaron e shot and

B eled previusly on -bore

sion. single-|

hunters o te Vicoran oy he avided

doube ils oxcep for s it owner,
of one that was shorly soln and

her

£

2 Tobore which

smokeless ¢ra- artived, Selous Quickly
obtained a Rumanian Mann-
licher and a 375 Express Holland
saglesior Farmharon, wwiching to 3
E H Magnum and a 425 West
oy Rt Masma v i) bod
Iy bfore the fist World War in which
he was.

Failure of rebated rim loads

Selous tried out the 450 Righy dou-
ble, d in 1897 as the st of
the large nitro-cxpresses, and liked the
cartridge, but didnt care for doubles
1 want to point out that, despite
Selous' success with the 425 and its
o By dome Aftcan game depart-
‘ments, Rhodesia of
batedim cartridge Tor game. rungers
due to the tendency of the bolt face to
slip over the rim during f d

a groove down the cartridge case,

peated a fallacy about
this cartridge, wmchmhked L satng
that these

up enough o feed it. Westley Richards
did feature extra.long

the now-obsolete
500 Jeffrey rimless. This, like all
Schuler-designed cartridges, had a re-
bated rim. One Rhodesian ranger re-
signed rather than continue using the
425 after a close shave. The 425's were
Iater re-issued to the Tsetse Fly Control
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#af, vho soon rseted s gnerely
It has it the 500 Jef-
Sery ekd iy Sachud . Do
rifles and the ammo made in Germany.
e latier is true, but in Germany it
was also known a5 the 127 x 70 mm.
Schuler and rifles made by Krieghoft
were sold prior to World War II, after
which this cartridge ceased to be pro-
duced. Current owners of Jeflery .500's
seghof versin ofen convert
460 Weatherby.

i nnmn]u" Bell was famou
for his use of the
M.um iboush s

B choie of

rcival, long Presi
Arican Professional Hunter'
tion, who met Rq

rofessionals.
P Now.reied Kenya profesion Eric
Rundgren was credited by the late Rob-
\illing some 600 cle-

Cameron, Run
carrying Rundgren's final ch

chester Model 70
deceased

455, “The-recotly
Commander David_Enderby

lensery of the lephactcontol schene
Blunt_confour with his
Soccestl une of iy 416 Kby Mowe:
er. Blunts old 416 carries on in the
‘hands of his son.

e two leading elephant _control

oy hunier Marus Daly prtered the
416 and the 10.75
8 t.any Houble. Nelter Wally J Juhn-
v nor s son Wallr 1
be caught dead using double
aver that in some insance one of the
other would h: caught with
3 twodhot doutle Insesd of a power-
ol magazine rifle wi or five
£ ommder » 104t 458 the
potentially mx elephant rifle and arc
only half jo
Wally exchanged his old Model 70
s tora % e o naty ot il
EXN Rie, gl shacg i

clicnts n 1970,
buffalo, hisneck cruelly porg g
iMool Gl Bl £

ind two of Wallys 3754, Wally, in

front, readied his third shot but it was
never dliverd because the buft crashed
into the muzse, knoeking the it trom
Wally's hands, breaking he sto0
huring Wl right hand somevt wha
iy with the bufl work-
. One of the clients was
5§ Browaiag und e one
shot, mising the b
fh S e Ko slaiy gl
m recoil, releasing the spring catch.
Jerry Knight, whn anages ibe fun d6-
P in Bever-

a hom
through his thigh.

Injury not always avoidable
Sometimes it isn' possble o avoid
injury 1o & guide or the client. Wally
Johnson saved my life when a buffalo
I had wounded attacked me on Sept.
3, 1959, in Mozambique along |

Wally could shoot with the 375 he was
carrying, the bufl tossed me up through
the thorns three times. Wally delivered
sren shots from, e Holland 375,
then ran up to as lying on
e ek, g broualy Jo¢
8. He put a soft nose 458 in the
neck that dida't faze the bull and then
one in the back of the head which
e ot
banged up. If you are shocked at the
T S ook 1o pt dow, e b
1 must say this is not unusual. The in.
credibly tough Cape buffalo is famous
for being able to absorb heavy Iead.

solids. 1 load the heavy rifle with
always, unless the target s a lion or
tger. he noml bulet. fo the e

sold, which is the only bul-
Ie capable-of eaching. the vils of
pachyderms from any practical angl.

remove them to my belt (o
be concluded). ]



Browning bolt-action rifle chambered
for  the

458 Winchester Magnum,

WHY MAGAZINE BIG-BORE

RIFLES ARE BEST

PART Il

From long experience, this

writer has made up his
By JACQUES P. LOTT

He choices of large-bore magazine
rifles available today are sufficiently
varied 1o meet any requirements

ork and
not the brush catcher claimed. The
shorter barrel will sult in any
significant loss of velocity, however,

e Browning no longer carries a bolt
guide, and, if the bolt is worked rapidly
and moves too far to the side, will
cramp and bind. A tighter fit of bolt

the same basic_action since they also
are made by F. )

ek b6 mich o
156 Whnehese shoutd 80 oketr i AS8
unless one desires 1o spend a good bit
more for & custom Job ranging trom
u Griffin & Howe
or Hnllu\d & Holland (0 the work of
idual gunsmiths or even a home-
made job by the skilled amateur. The
tremendously powerful .460 Weatherby
i available for left or right handers
o want to achieve the ultimate veloc-
ity from a 458 bullet and do not mind
¢ rifle and more expensive
ts 2700 Lps. velocity

that required for optimum
performance on dangerous game, which

2

mind.

T would place at around 2300
The 416 Righy is always a fine ehales

m actions
evex magnum ac-
tions can be obtained, Rigby will oblige
b buiing 1416,

ol "14 and '17 Enfields
ilable for those who don't insist
he late M. Polonsky,

currently manu-

extraction.
sembled for cleaning or replacement of
parts in seconds without tools by turn-
ing that slow but wonderfully positive
80° military-type safety to the vertical
position and unscrewing the bolt siceve,
Mauser paradoxically came into the
big game rifle business only after the
Brtah had made the Muuser action
famous in their sporting rifles, especial-
Iy Rigby and Tefry. The Germans had
concentrated on the export of Mausers
for miltary use, while the Briish de-
veloped and made famous the 7 m

Ry (379 he 416 Rigby, the 350
Righy, the 404 Jeffery and others.

H

Reslzing the lursive, market,

using a 34755, b
£ps. as an all-around choice.
Bl e e ovteg o I teht

weight and five-shot magazine, which
Wik oue in the Shamber provided
sho und w:

thin jackets than lack
sectional deosity, although this is mini-
e,

“The current British loadings of the
404 have been upped to compete with

W.M. 404 loading of 2330
e i equalling the ms Current

tain Boxer-primed brass by purchasing
378 Weatherby cases, turning off the
belts and loading with magaum primers
and Barnes bullets. Barnes has sold out

Some big-bore cartridges for which mag-
azine rifles are chambered are (1. to )
the .458 Winchester Magnum, .404 Nits
Express, 10.7568 mm., .460 Weatherby
Magnum, and the 505 Gibbs.
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1o Colorado Custom Bullets, Route 1,
Box S07-B, Montrose, Colo. 81401,
‘They have  very complete lst of bul-
lets right up (0 the 577 and the 600,

4s8
, or wideat or 460 Weatherdy on

475 A & M or the .500

Brmiler on the.same. o depends
on_ whether one is willing to depend
entirely on handloads and also on the
ot o ey ot
For_genera 40 o
55 "0 cahars will petor s
mirably, but fall short of the 458’ for
close work in_thicker cover, thoug!
they, too, will perform adequately.

heteis oo denying that the argerthe
et combined with

et scioml dens 5 o s steel
et s “knockdown” of
ol el
ilaly rue on clephnt for Shots
that miss the brain closcly. From the
458 on up 1o the 577 in doubles this
shot will tend to floor the elephant an
him out long enough for a sec-
ond or third shot 1o be fired
I all depends on bow much nsur
ance against a charge s wanted. If
chargs occurs,then anything froma 375
on up will he un-
precictables in modern A(ican hunting.
unded animals are walking
about some areas due to_ poachers.
Those contemplating the
a large-bore bolt-actionrifle should
jimanicks and oo that the sock
a1t must bo thaped
for frm mmu.g recol ‘and fast han-
ding with sufficien but area and irm
o pad o sbeoe ik
gl Rl e |
some_mesquite_blanks make into_ fine
large-bore stocks. 1 avoid Monte Carlo
Socks on such rifles and.prefer
very srsight combs and.loner, more
gradual pistolgrips. tocks keep
e cheek {ror spping away and yot
do not hurt it, allowing the eye to re-
min a5 aligned a5 possble with the
sghts rogress of where e cheek
supports the
ond tet 135-14" pulls are perfct
for rapid working of the bolt from the

shoulder, which one should master to
be effective bl the altaction ife
for dangerous e forearm

hould be ull enbugh to perit a A
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Standard ength N Mauser bolt a1 recivr asembly (o) compared with 2 Brevex

Magnum Mauser action. Brevex acti
i of conventional Mauser design.

grip and short enough to clear the bar-
e band o st hokin the sling 16
the pi hed
down the hand too

vely, i be
S Wkt oot ot ook

unduly, cither.
be well clear of the hand and protrud-
ing enough to let the shooter grab it
unfailingly.
Button floor plate releases inside the
trigger guard are fine if the catch has
h-engagement and the spring is
strong enough 1o overcome the tend-
recail 1o open it. The latter
S0 b ly rdied By deling ot
the spring hole uailng ¢ sithe
spring of larg
e dogt ol forvand tha e
lelul hese cacher,
warned Wally lnhnmns client
st oy gy O maga-
sine cover caches o iy Fosi)
before Wally was horned. A doct
i in Keaya b i ot plse 85

longer and has a larger recoil lug, but

the same trick, also while shooting at
+ woupdad bt Pusig e o
plates shut, a_he ing, o
peraps more ovalap in e, S wil
usually derstand that cur-
Tent Brownings have the Teease caich
pinned o fastened to render it inopera-

Choosing sights

urel, 1 prefer to
RS glerpll gl
extra lug on the

commodate 4 tool steel blank

on its rear face. I file this in at the

gt e

i

leaves a permanent vertical line



ith the English express sights, Very

it radius is required for ac-

g for quick rslution of the
ot st

Parker Hale "Sportarget” cocking piece
ight. 1 do not find these sights at
all insccurste and they are e least

Tiable o al poops to be damaged. A 1o
coiver sight soch 45 the Lyman 43 wil

slce, But i s susceptble 1o blows
capable of suippng the screwsor
breaking them,

quality scope of

mounted strongly on a good side mount
like the Griffin & or their t
mount on a quarter rib will take

recoil and allow quick detachability.
‘The side mount is screwed and pinned
fox masimom wewgth 1ad Wlow ol
use of the open sights
The G & H top mount is l\lm mlmhl:
and rugged, but few mou

p g ol Uit
h:nvy Tecolng il Bad'n. chnt 22

T Wecheer Ml 70 At 1 48,
s one magazine America

Gl & Hoi leer, eplaciog ok
Tho e e
bend, prevnting removal o e

eyo roie i very long. 1 have aioo had
sccem with | b e
in 214

e
not emphasize 100 strongly the need
GhIOE I s oyt o kel wl
5 before a hunt, No scope of oy
VX, ihould be meed 4oy thoms
ofbone ) Afhe caatl st o
itioning of s ings, mask-

nd
oty
Ilpe can be aligned with split in rings.
Omiting cementng o rings and mount
it serows wil surely re
it in Imenmg with recoil. Four to
e inches of eve el i about rght
f one doest ke » cookie cuter in
e eye via 75 fLbs, o re
B o s A, i

shown at top here in its pre-1968 version,
n shotas can obtan sy, Weathaty's Mark
46

Y, o St 500 Westbu, e o U gun st Weather-

, which moves a 500gr. .458
mmm 458, The 460 rife is id

ceivr for open sights. One chap took
His 458 to Kenya afier removing the
oren st Ho scroved e popc
mount on with standard screws
vided and the 45K actaly sh:nmd
o the crow e fied oty fn e
safai, and he apen

iy o Htary e tmid s
cary open sights and be precisey sights
ed with them. 1 like a bi i

sights are used in

yman_Alaskan
o8 my TomgeBai 498 oh & Bk
ified Jacger mount to which I added a

20

Sl 8¢ vmal andrd Taus fatar i the
entical to the .300 shown, save for a much heavier

general purpose rifle capable of taking
gme ot i 200 yurs. It oo Bendy
for nght shooting or cais on bai in
he early moming or evening, Thi
combinaton of préison plus the largs
bore mus be exprinced (o bo fully
When iracking e is
iimited ftemoon, T use the
30 i weveing e s o
il than with the 375" with equal

H

Reluble feding st be incorprsed

into the bolt rifle or it is worse than
dangerous, Sometimes.the feed. ramp
wst be ground out a bit in the middie
v on one side otber wit
hand grinder. 1f i pops out of

e cngeiide rils st ey 3wl

probebly angle up too sesply towards
chamber and run

by the ime e ol i+ Tlfway e,
Magasine boxss must some:
miled out o secommadite e Taer
A mugine S e eng
ened .y 4 " 30 posie
before. remvin
“This is all work n., pflctrips
stiocst st A ouners o
repeatedly allfmm 1o creae jams by re-
moving cocking picce and. fring pin,
and working rounds through the scton

should be noted and the foed T
rails fiy

m mkmg cams of the bol should
be v

imnecessary ten-
e sqpinscbighiogg o
ype actons should be lighiencd 10 a1
ion_of the  bol.

case when a single round is slipped in
the chamber in emergencies. This may
require some very skilled and careful
hand grinding and polishing in beveling
the forward face of the extractor hook,

Adjustable triggers avoided
Bulky adjosble tggens, tul of aie

s boctse of s tendency 1o bshien
and I sofiness compared 1o tee, Nor

hat waiks the earth and wil
rounds left when the d
mpty. American_ gunsmiths

ooty o heavy magas
a level not previously imagi
e Soamad o wrovie oty e

aine it to

an were pioncered by
Briish, but we have brought the work
they began to a peak that means more

greatly lessened investment of time and
money. -
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