By
Peter Hathaway Capstick
arminebesaters arefckering
e the river in the caly morning
suigh, they nd short
ciruit cletric lue glstenng with the

buke for permitting
o get low at the Kaia is forgotien in the
glory of morning coolness and the light of
the geaming zyoni, swooping and

ing to almost touch the.
o e shocing off with el et
prey. They are streamlined streaks of
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daring feathered brightnes aganst the
s, dead grass of the far bank.

Siaging sl under herbreth,the giel
head and, feeling the crispness of nig!
cold sand between her toes, steps into the
water at the r. She slowly
wades out a few yards toward deeper
water where she may fll her container
fuly without drawing i botiom sdimert

m, brown vessel, she
waiche the river side smoothy o
illing it almost to the he grips it

carefully with both hands, sbout to make
thesngle, Nuid mtion o it backonto
her head. s 100 late. She has time
10 s the at ooz af sy movement
and the burst of foaming speed before
fong, thick spikes of teeth slam together
wer her wrist and arm. She has time to
look into_the !
living death before the irresi
ing wrench pul het T, choking bt wih
ter. Terror courses through her 14-year-
old body, but she is gagging too badly to
scream as broken and dislo-
cated at the shoulder. Her free, groping

rent of the Munyamadzi

v another 45

r brain still working in

peakable horror as she Hghts the

Tl grip: Toen, with 8 igh thas

relcases a string of wobbling bubbles in a

silver chain to the surface above, uncon-
sciousness yields to death,

ottom, patiently holding his

waits until all

d, he swims off

easily with his kil t0 a deep, quiet eddy

he may feed at his pieasure, ever

more casily as the corpse decomposes

prey, Ng

Luangwa. A swoopi
briefly over it and thes
‘mud dwelling in the wall ofa
shver. Al ofdrinkingelepants sray
msclves wit
bumbls bindly back t 4 shady thicket. It
isjut another ay
iched me at my ymall

control camp. nearby he day ate the
Gappearance of the Meadmans new it
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Killing Machine

Crocodiles Are The Only juitie

Animal That Will Kill And
Eat A Human Every Time
It Gets The Chance.

From the description of the presumed
events, the only evidence being the girls
ks leding to the vater and not
ere was_small_doubt in
oty mind tha e bad boss kin
by s cro. She had been, i at, e third
vitm in a yer from this same ilag
Despit he prtests sy this wes
o e W Yt e Tor e 8 do 1
couldn't very well just start shooting each
of the thousands of crocs that swarmed in
the Munyamadzi in hope of getting the
particular one that kiled the girl, even if
me one that had

e lae, K € would be e corepiste
waste of time.
Often, 1 bad sugered that  protetive
es driven into the bank and

water, but, as
Dlimealy Sany nohody ever mx m
the trouble. Time ane
T ot et e e

the
e of fatalie contnies t5 balle me to
this day.

“The Headman would find a new second
ife maybe even younger and utter, The
o cnine s g

hiien Tk ot
T they Gould. Sooner orater somebody
el wouldget aten romthe sme rteh
of river, st as they probably had been
ver s e poogk i beet shied
e by the AmaNacbels Zut lavibon o

rainly lumale
ocs will always be c;
A ocams Wil hways b s Afeans So

JuLY 1980

long 13 the two coexit, the fst will
lvays at the scond,and ter s thing

Yous T of anybody ele can do s
1 3 o 4l yoru ey of s
in rural Africa. Eleven years ago, at the
very moment the American Eagle was
g o the e vt boey
ropping
s hnrd 'acept the iconpruny
o psfoin (o S age

St i Lo

annually? That's what those wonderful
folks who can't wait to bring you
a

Worldwide Anti-Hunti
Confiscation Act of I

the subject. You know them, the same
armehair sell-sacrificers of your rights
who got the leopard on the endangered list
despite the reports of their own field
studies clearly showing the status of the
leopad to well popusid tht theis own

with meat led by bt o g

t the same instant his greatest

nguest became reai

le of almost the total range

uman setivky and expeience sl

crning sde by side In time. So perhaps

Jou can bete pradp the fat that cven
Tow.inthe 1980

by ..r mmmm.‘x hunting of them.

big.
e alco hared ot
semi-tropical African rivers crawling with
“endangered” crocs

e nd s, ach o by the
Aekan N crosodi. Crzy! An exa
geration? 1 only w
e thocodle st hi ekended family
e 1 1 desog e o styles
‘and body types. In southeast Asia and the
nearby islands, the wonderfully
efficient saltwater crocodile will cat you
With unbounded enthusiasm. In parts of
the Indian sub-<oninni, the “muger”
oc — cute name, what? — may pull you
jown to an astonishingly unpleasant end
Sioeethe b on Klig Plordaaligators
the death ar red
Doyt i 0 b o
respect for his old enemies, thee and me.
Still, the real over-achiever in the people-
purloining department s the African Nile
crocodile (the same critter whether found

y 1y
Paciic

n the Nile or
Aftica) which may accurately be summed
u s only caraivors that wil
Shstuly kil and et you sy ime he

hance.
i minte, | Know thar ot
Lorne Greene told you last night on
L oFhe Wik Eveybods Know he
croc s endangered. So how could there be
cnough left to eat “thousands” of Africans

Naw

It
makes a successful life form
i, a2l ey o Bad 5

ually, the two do share the common
Chnrachiatlo of happly incuding man n
oglanced i the

chance is afforded.
T gt o mbinte o pat
whit i a'mindiewt proctor of protin

while the e master hunter and
s St et st e
weasel, And, | mean any big croc on o
creates the rub if

or Ieopards c
particular individual or small o vhich
can then be hunted down and destroed
The ume with s Cape buff or ephant
gone ia, B, with the croe, ity
Sl kmpem fo ok

Pt Animal whes - tworeble
numbers of the species cungnpﬂ o
course, 1o every so-called rule, there's an

e witen previousy of
oc Killed by a safar client of
mine, Paul Mason, after the 15-foot-plus

continued on 7. 60
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The Klllmg Machme
continued from

careulsalking and ascurate,long range

shooting with a wel rifle.
"Althosgh 1 am not & fan of th uira-

velocity class of hunting calibers becar

of

just for my clients’ use on crocs.
they hadto 2o i forthemaeves soce 1
e i for i,

sl aoator
himthen and ther,sthough thie s 1ot 8

mazing
hings with nothing e norh of theic
bk 1 P ool gl A 2 eyebr

ven with their brains scrambl
a find, Swisbon prfe at a_brunch,
Kan Loty ot b ColoneiDov, el aton f
o b o it 7 Ut e Poans i, With Dt
Comps volunter and Comell graduate Wil imvariably explode ito a ma
William Olson in Ethiog rin acing
1966 mostly because he was the only large
cronthy 6 . the s, 1 i e e b o

Forge i Ay a
wd fost or, n this cate
o comns agsin you feese. 1 you o
Tucky enough to dow
e e
e i o e i

lhmlllh lack of pace 1 this

ety R oo ver-involved with

port o e e ll\lwhnupl\am peerly o

oppose o ide hunting itha nght gh _ cited. vith are

rom a boat with a gaffer, differs quite a at are

o A Sl e My Py odsiosd. A e sl
ly s those who have seen their  the large constrictor snakes, croc

ngwenyas half-tame, loafing around the  often exaggerated. The largest ever reli-

riversof prtected natonal, prks would ably reported Kiled was recorded from

y be when th indaKen River, shot by a

ly shy wi e S g dophecn oo

the middle of this century. He pggd ont

119 fet, 9 inches. That is unbelioably

catures by huge, yet there are many “pulp” reports of

“pul
oo of over 23 o 33 o Toe gt 1
ver e was it Luang e oy, and

increase in weight tremendously for every
ch they grow over 10 or 4o fs, tht
Ugandan dragon must have been pushing

‘common report is that crocs
can ltraly sap o a g o arm clenly
ik look

or only rise when bloated
spoiled. So croc shooting is
American varmint hy
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and the skin
‘much like
matter of

inted, ceatly den;ntd
for haking and no cuting. Troe, ma

limbs have been lost to crocs, but almost
without excepton, this it when rescuers
are holding one part of and
e aios it e wfl e i
over, breaking ne and twisting the
ot very

but 1

have
e quick tosdopt“Take
Al [Me s s

Crooodde arinck methods afs desgned
o put thes. teeth into. actin. In-the
manner for whic they were deiged. [
have seen quite  few animals and two
peopl taken, wsally when, drinking or

There s
never reached the

Vi o i ol e no pus e

igh crocs e of ke

attacks actually in Iht water, they will

and_ presumably

man t ity pressive auunm inand
from the shore. | have related elsew}

s o g o & oy Wi

ith a client, watching

streaked
ewe by s hind g b:(mexh:[ul
aver her astonishment, Seconds

gnof anyhing but npp]el

pecial
1 have never been noted for being very
smart, 2d you will find no lepends

luking in any_of the bars in Africa
concerning or
bravery, The Tmore’ ot (o know the bush

iy carer procesde,the mors cartl
.,.a iy e bt i 4

bl gt g 4o 1
spprosinasly bt o in my repe-
recus

impress anybody with the hairiness of my
1t was one of those mutually agrecd-

g areas visit one
soodes o o b
and_so

xnnonnl contest was p.n nr m i,
1 Mvangraiaia Camp on the
L kgon duing & o s B

Smith, and we were hosts to Ken Wool-
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continued from p.

[
The Klllmg Machine ‘

nd his clients from upriver. This
beautiful camp was situated on a high
ik over the river. There was a sand bar

well knew to be literally crawling with
large crococ

‘When the question arose as to where we
would place the tins we planned to use as
targets, it was apparent that the thick
surrounding bush did not afford enough
room for 4 range. So somebody decided

that_the he ideal
shooting gallery. Now, there was no way

‘oing to find anybody on our
combined staffs dumb enough to swim
over_there and back if you had been
offering gold soverigns. Somehow, I got
elected. 1 know I didn't volunteer, but all
of a sudden, I found myselfstripped down
to my bush shorts. Carrying a plastic bag

out for the bar, every sccond expecting
something very toothy to grab me around
the middie. Nothing happencd. 1 waded
up onto the bar, st up the tins and swam
back with the empty bag tucked into my

152 g A pacialy
Jards from where | ad erawied out et

They had to have been there all the time!
‘Why they hadn't nailed me, I ha

been able to guess. I can promise you,
though, that was my last swim in the

Luangwa,
Personally, 1 hate crocs. The reason
that I fear them. There could be hardly.
end more horrible than fecling that death-
grip of terrible teeth, knowing that there
was nothing you could do to save yourself.

enough for me.
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