GoriLLA

A hunt for the mst poscerful and interesting of all the big apes

By Commaxper ATTILIO GATTI
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Commander Gati, his pygmy guides and the giant of the Tchibinda Forest

shelters, and the every trait and whim. vines and undergrowth clung in an un-  sion, T guessed that he wanted to Jet me

Wi Kyl o my e ning tangi; sometimes crawling, mon-  know that the gorilas bad pased there
csors wonld v been sucesl ey, 3 sout  yurd shove e U

our quest for the N'gog and would have  ground. and sinking. knsexleep into i

‘andred bindly no v ks duri el mattress of small plnts and red g 20 percent of my M-

our almost hopeles nches of spraming  brush, and some- nd ing for him
T had Tollowed ' ood mary native thoce. compltely. Guappoatiag o & 10 proceed. AC 15 e Hune, T Joaded
fons sy A L AL g, S bloged o The b w
country, and 1 thought 1 had become fun” n hunting gorils, to sy the leas rther o, in @ small muddy
a fairly good judge of  human's abilty opening in the Jangle, Ty, minature
jure on the trail. No one—not even Jengthy Boweve,

iy stopped _ blck e u\«k anoiher haltbeside

the rankest_novice—would ever have and st 1 s funny wo holes in the carth. They were very
picked Kascula for o raceorse. s flat nose. Then he pinted to-a path in  resh foatprnts, twice 8 i and four
lgs seemed, abnormaly st i act,the thcket, From i o spech,Tllimes a"depy af s which wre et
b seemed (o lack al of the characer! of verbalcinkigs and yanings, T by my o oo boots. These e
istis of 4 good traily stood oy the words “N'rag” (gl mendous tracks ned ‘et Kaachaa

haes b Jof e rough e ot 10 48 o {iodg) s o NG e Fave (b ok 5 bl appraig e
e of i tee frekt CHmbing o of t5e. Mool ki which Then on e went
steep clifs, to which the thoms and 1 had previously leamed for this occa-  Soon we came to n colossal tree, n the




whether we Tound any
E il 1

entanglement at the bas of which my
e gt found one of th priniiv

cavedike “huts” of the reat apes. The
howed plinly tht i

T e et a1,

T was evident that this
s e resing place o

ricular hut
a very large
e e dou e lsder of a band,and

 he had b
s Tamly, Wher
ulds & new st in 3 i
ight, But when unmolet

ger around and build less pretentious
nests where they will
molested by

aby gorills weigh only about four to

ey weigh only forty o 1ty pounds A

1y diflcalt. In ct, i
et ‘method of getting & b
st Tollow them doggedy. unti their
e sl out nd the big leader
The

of not caring particularly
ol o ot
g &

sound that seemed ke the voice of &
huee wateral, accompunied by the
sharp cracking of enormous branches.
1wk ot certin, though T essed that.

n

Field & Stream

it was a band of gorilas forcig thee
‘way hurriedly through the
Uncoscouly T oot ek
a e time pulling my rife up
foto postion for ntant yse. T glanced
Kasciula. He was scratching his funoy
big nose, and  faint smile on his face
told me more than any words he could
have spoken,
"mw {How many)”
Iy ount Co (o
las kmx Ten)" herpled.
'w there were ten of them
will robibly shways b a mysteryto e

Opinid 13 shiw o of e

but, as 1 later Jearned, his estimate was

correct, Possibly he' had_previously
counted the tracks. T don't
Ko, Bt e wa i

On e hurried,

un distance, then ci
thoueh (0 gt ahead of them. Excedly
e pushed our way d

ley again through the thor

ngiemeria wich b simost tom the
othe and hide o my

EN that nerve-chiling sound
agin a5 the bund made snother
hasty dsh to get away from us. Nor

ol 1 ey (el from Jut which
o o vt wasvery
B el o
T o et i T
g o, g and ot o

g:

big game, T had learned to use my own

judgment—but this was certainly some-

thing new and quite differen to me.
‘Again we repeat hasty detour-

ing program. But stll we did not see the

creatures.

bt fou i the aferoon i began

famished, soaking w

whatever o that “Sarungs, god of the
e folowing day, almast at th cx.

act spot where the riin had interrupte

“Almost stanly there folowed an
describable, nerve-racking howl
splt the silence of the jungle like a can-
n seemed to tion
of the roar of a lion, the pitful yowl of
a dog n agony and t ortlly
wounded man. Never, in all Africa, had
‘ever before heard such an awesome
and starling cry. Tt rage, fury,

o be all around us and quite close

TRIED o sving my it but slmost

every way 1 tumed the el struck
rush o vines. T could ry
short. distance in any direct as
not a particularly comfortable fecling. T

nced at . y

slower
me ‘Junele tanle, and 1
ing of unsafety as 1 thought of the

':mmmk’:l one s o
s sy ol i L
ety guesed wis

B i
they were close at hand
‘After what seemed

ours

of silent

e e sk (o

wed on pose 6)



GORILLA

(Continued from page 20)
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(Contimued from page 67)
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