TheH
(Extracted from: The End of an Exa - the Death of Zimbabwe’s National Parks - by

There are two things that really define the Aftican bush. Fire and a good thunder storm.
Theyare twa things that [ never tre of watching, but pueferably from some where
comfortble. Unfortunately cizcumstances aceasionally dictatp otherwise. Hunting

ou tam

from hunkr to hunfd.

1 the
finishing oo nd soting ity i exch of e et vecations Mooty

s oion b o il plals bt morgocse s wid (o o) s wore lsoon the

dication list So were he head of th vet

oo sy T S Bk wer e Bt b g a1
Sptading Foot w2 Miouth Disate and 50 s e ghen ot e oraontion fom
all famuing land in th district 1 was keen for any experience and so readly agreed to
assston thecull. (L had o beg Guite had since | wes decidecly “green” when it came o
bufTlo )

The culs themselves were dangemus, brutal affars. Mast of the men were local famers
with 2 thin sprinkling of National Parks and Tsetse department men. One of the Vet

gemmllypaar especiallyas most of the famers heartily disagreed with e whole affair
of the cull was also vsually sloppy. An s force helicopter canying the O.C
v operaton would v o BTl i el line of bz wbo worldten
attempt o shoot ther all before the frightened, wildly rimming snimals averran
Tosiin, I cerinly aght one o 1ot oot Gontl skt oultl, nd hnwﬂuckame
s hllybublo poof Sifing i the belopter ven o coutle Gl matkomen vio's
as posshle before e
effonywomdsd orcscaing e that mah it rough e cordon. Al the st ol
Belicopter crew! The hexd sel
big and st o fany anirals had run through ou position. I put myback ta a stonttree
and shot two buffas they galloped past. Most of the othexs had the same ides, which
wasw'ta greatone. We mostly used solids which over pene trated even.on bulls let aloze
e coysaf which 0% of s hod vascomprin, s e bullet ing wildy
up e down e e How bbedy got kit don't ki, bt theonlynu vas o famer
e cler mopans s, o8 th ol Aitcgrad fio.
ot A big bull h handly pausectm b st o e plewed th e down dstomgecd
57he was just ronning away from the chopper
and didx’t stop to put the hornin oz even » good storuping, A broken am, collarbore,
same xibs a2d a dilocated knee were the “only” injunes

e second eull went a Lot more smaothly, and afterwards [ gat to meet oxe of te ol
tsetse department humters who had been in the elicopter. He was black and blue o hp
toege on his right side. He hadbeen leaning autof the chopper atan odd angle to shoota.



buTbetween 458, and the rifle had smacked hir properly: He
e ot e S gt ek sl e s s
v It on i shouder andteLlod e i

ki causing the brviang. Even ki Fmgers wor swollen. Swhlenly being the gumnes i
e lehioper et ‘Foor plan ualess it kad a fitied mackine gun

The next cullcontimed wy thouhts onbeing sbome o e cpeaton o b o«
o hangs i my it Th whol cull s doomed rom e st T of s fumers
G i b end st hand s aoshe ol o ned by s A coupl of
el Tt o o s g i e e ook b et
daughter was bitten by a rebid kudu and be had o fake her to hospital (oddly enough the

kudy by
e
toobig, and s soon o tey sppeae e thy v old prsblyoverr o gt

i The men n he hpoes e tis ot il s orens osouely shooting soimels ot
e hack o e v o e he b oy T wes  2621lee ll el bl
versightybuffilo yantdown n s Klling . Only sboud o hd actallytaped
But e clopper e suddenly e n i ull o ov ey Tere wreof

ool That ad disappearad into he sopane and i sheld have been i Crow i

thz chapper et fied e, Otfemice i moant o olow upon . s vowded ¥
the area, and gooks

oSl eloody wont it o

0o g G s e R s ey
“mgotsa” (s mtys e Haly s who ools maal st arond o
spoor and deciding what wes Tllowed. T Iecoper il
of] 1 Pasts s
critizal, it with heavybullet that had come up through th floor: 1t tumed out o be &
458, and the one parks scouts poined out e couple ofbuff where bullets had icocheted
off theirbosses in the melee. Onlya couple of men used 438's and they were pretty
down-cest, knowing that it had to be ore of them who had fired a poorly aimed shot that
adbouscd in ts e, The bt called ngainto sy at e offcervas dend
wes landing in Bulawago end wouldn'tbe back i help us as he was nesded
v a5 he hod refuclled. T s dempt
he famers wl
T s ol ooty o s e Aoy oy e St
Jouare fhe govemment types who want these buff shot so you follow wp and plecse
s that we don’t have wourded ores o add to ow resent troubles”. Two bulls were
definitely wonnded and one cow probably wes.




Thete were anlytwo governmentoficers on the grownd. Two others, ineluding the senior
Locel Vet had been in the chopper butthey were now sittng in Bulawao and i 1o
Fosition to get back in time 1 help us. Coumand was a problem. There were 1o vetor
tsetse officers, John Davis was he senior Parks ran but the Vebrinary NCO was
reluctant o fake orders from him. The Tsetse Magotcha was fine and there were thiee
Pl ot o [ vas a Peks cadt,butsecondd o st depstment gy
cadet with 1o ral standing as to rank. & couple of farmens ad sent ther labow and
Toms o moves e dnamimiTl and heyrondod patection. T ¥ o dopoementuen
a0, e butsscuty, nd wes amed vith Lo Enfld e, Afr
o mesages mleseoterboss trough s choppe il
agned atmotof o wonld st o potect e o srorkers WAt o \lrvm\l.\dassls‘
hthe ollow up. T deelod the Magetoha o (llow u he ot and zave hi e Dk
s oo, To s sprise he detaled he o sorgpent 1 accormpany
U e Do e o s O S e e o G
alio allocafed e the aniral that seemed to be worst hit. Frothy lung.
Tt b Bk ot o Sl P juck youl find it dpad
before too far” said John, “and the Sarge will watch yourback for gooks.”

s vorysupied o te allsation of s Surge. Ho andJokn s sl fiendy
1y i mann  ighizpt. Boh o them vor 8 oiht o bkl

s and wiry a3 the mopane bees that we stood mder. John
was ex 1o3al navy and had suvived a couple ofsinkings by 1945 when ke decided he
reverwand oo waer g quntiis v sgaimond moved o Afc 020
Iunting, He spoke Litle snd despised woakness. He led by examgle and always did the
st dityor cungeous jobe Tincel? The Surs was s Baandn Shor hi, raplls

ive holss s, tibal scars on his cheeks and incisors filed 1 sharp poins.
o npmeat bmm Sockal, oot whatever and recins il slse The ohes arks
sgouts ok ravousstoried (vhich e greatly encousged) dout who ls by b eaen
He nstable before WWIL. D
S tearuing e taoger fom  hon and foed o ifes Beftor il et
vl somobody's v dependingon o {0 the sy Sine o i bod aing and

i e localpopulsion's mves and dnghiel on o weeklybasls it g obably b
Rupet Fotbrgl tod it in the 1950's to assist in b, the rescus

£ animals froma 1 mpxdly illing lake Karba. He e
it ton,befor being oed foxbeing & il 1o zeslous i bt collecan of ‘bush
meat”to supply abutchery in the new ovnship of Kaoi. He had gone to work for John
292 gmdeer Rewasapparenily owy andnilodoatyos muchproduce o o g
docpts gl thmaingsfon o, Professiona vy bntin v ditng outan ok
e te T e Mtional Pt dpartnt 0 R ot afhen
Ve 2 i oot ot e 5 Yo e o oL el 8 eing ol it
and John’s hippo hids sjabok had persuaded Mavsi to leave the ofhier parks shi's
ves lone, andnot sl anling of 0k’ or e Deparmens it vm\lldbe mosed
Evenso it fad len im ovr vy geus o s migeant o o I
Jokin e kol time. Ty hodhntd o catin Tione ed ogue olephantsrgete
and, during the clasmg oo of Rhodssis s bush oot ke seved o toronels 1 the




Selows Scouts fighting the cormunist tereorists. 1t was an honor that John had asked s
“shadaw” to accompany e,

Two month susler duin hs fist s, 1 gon 0 chct o g sleghantwhil John
was o0 il o stand with ralaria and Miausi had been sent alorg o bold my hand. Things
i gone pees sheped i & hurey. The bl badcharged, my e faled, and 1o ouags
of Iocal ibesmen and Parks ‘Scouts had fled at remarkable speed- excopt for e Sarge
who, with the bull anly ten paces awayhad calmly handed me ty spare il It felt
remarkably g0od to have suzh a man aloxg 2 both trackey and tufor.

Lwas set 1 g0 “asis”. 1 had two waterbottls, a rifle axd plentyof amuo. The Sarge,
though, thought otherwise and when I saw him checking his pack in the back of the
eruiser it sudderly dawned on e that mashe he knew something dbout buffal follow
aps et di't Alsenths fo ik I worlod wihold Jon g the ids that
ot far’ to him could mean  long day’s walk. The old Sergean smled wh
el v collct my pack. -G Binking S Alse s goin 10 T 1t s el
et 8 v 4l e U it g sl Ll e
7o led T e oars of devastaing dronght. “Whatdo you mean s o b
gLt Ho pinedwithh s ot asmall e of movizg eath mdsr e i
was an emancipated A frican Bullfiog digging its way out from where it had
Kibomatig. 1 ot soon on sice oty ers o4 here s been cnough i ot
them. The Sarge sailed:- “The frogs know that the statue is bark upand the dioughtis
aver. It is going to be a good rainbefore right”, The senioy witthdactox axd tribal
rainiaaker had declared that there wouldbe no rain until Cecil Rhodes’ Statue had been
putupagain. When the commurists cams to power the old sybol of Luperialism b
been quizKlyremoved: and it hadwtreally rained since. s we had bR town the day
before we had seen the preparations for the exection of the stafue in the Musewn grounds
with daybeing set for its te-unveling. That was 2 faeinafing thought. The commumist
authorities who officially decried any god, although a few professed o be Roran
Cathalic, had . ked

So much for what we called “murnho jubo bul..”

Rein el ke my yatricecodin o glass o ot out o e shoves ad 1 oter
i «mk oI mined onculedupnel wih s god ook, nd it

o datkt A Josking o bouble. W hd n etot proof gear, and
i a1 v spars clottes ad vsvrly Gt oven camy g8 ovs, reTsin
coak aver a fire. 1 had a small camping type ons in the cruiser tough, for making coffee,
and [ chucked it o the Sarge to camyend wispped some spare matches upina plastic
bag axd puta tin of fuel for may gtz into the pack just o be sure. If ] was going o get
wet same coffee wauldbe nighty comfarting.

Wil v tyig to gt myactogaberth Sugs Iadben maling o o adjwments
tohe el oxer 0w et v 0 g0 i ok ve v oing witiontone
A5 nsual it was  complex matter of tbal and family ties. The man detalled

eeopuag vt i Whare and vty conpectud s o o Fasks seoi. hs
such he could be counted on 1o stand by ki brethuen ina fight The ofherman was



stll hearane 303 firing back”. lcml.\dbarelyhear anything let alone determine th
pons ivalved The Niagohs had emeds 235 Wosley Rihads vith o
long 75" bl an tht had sounded (s cisiaet an iffront o the gonerel i
of sinall arms fire. 1 ke that Maus’s hearing was nsarly as phenomenal as his
ight 201 ucted his ol A1 e same e 1 sheady levr enpugh aboutbush werore o
Kuiow that there was 10 pointin going to tryand help. By the time we got there one side
ox the ofher would kave run away and if the gooks had taken the feld we would probably
vl ino an b, Ayl had e e wih i ane e Closor 0 11 roubly
thanwe weze, so we wall

The buffalo was where it was expected to be. Lying up under a thick bush, rightbythe
o vl e stod up evirerlys e sppoeched, and flddnesty bck dovmas my
bullet took hirm thongh the top of the neck. We had been shove hin
vy et o el of s Clos enovgh ot sapahot e o
i 1o charge, Peret Befos he Senge soud sy e B ot anbthesshot i
L
e “Vom Blvdy

3 vy o B
R ey S ot o o e o
spire shot. 1 the gist ranalong the
Dines that yes you alwags back upa neck shot unless thers was a weally fst class eason
whynotto, Under the curtent cizeumstances that firstclass reason was the disidents.who

darn sight more dangerous than any woundsdbuff, One shotwill catth your ear
butas itis always a surprise, itis hard to place. Any sbsequent ones when you az alert
and stening for thern give youboth direction and distance.

A quick glance told s that the buff was dead. There was a nearby 10ad so we could send
samebadywith a factor to recover the animal and so, after efilling my water bottles, we
Setoffin the direction of the nearest farm house. The Sarge wes ina huny.
s wonsing i and b e s ta thars o it ot band
than those whose guns we had heard hlkmgearhu “The mapane gave wa
Jembrecd Sod yholi o e e ] R
Tova cigerofs an for Mausi b paton b veld choors. Velhee' wee ioued e, bt
mast of the time the Sarge went barefoot. A combination of many homs and sharp stones
though, dictated that shoes were essential. “Sah.” His voice was coft and urgent. 1 lboked.
o ndeaw  octalsnding onspaf oy idgs wtehing .  flalout ot
done walk right

into the fam garden e taying and snuggle up ot e T thonght it

T T 3 o e had soraiohed L e ora sle efore ealoig, It ba fegid
sty fortusies. o dags et ad shot okl tat vas e chow ths door
of the cruiser to got at us. We had been stopped at 2 dip fank and e ving & good
look o o ook ufors e moved v when s flal ok up snarling

apring o e vehele. T game scontin te back of e yelacls hand clambered

e oo ot o eagh g e s s sttty B 8 il
T doos ha b cvered with sl el e wenecevii e xdoid Ahorgh e
resuls wouldn'the back for some days. The two incidents had cansed considerable foar




amongst the game seouts. Both John and [ hadbeen vaccinated against rabies, but the
‘scouts hadn 't Atleastaze man had died horrbly in Nyamandhlovu hospital vight ot the
begimingof e ousak Tho ot the madie ot lad doe i lvalbest
Keep the poor man alive at the hosgifal didnthelp mattexs. It had just prolonged.
ok ot ohs For oo M b gl ok Ao i s despm
mcetving tinsous tstment ot bi (s Malolavins o s and niratile frm
of Rabies. Pre vaccination, however, was egarded as reasonable protection ). He
ben ek His bt vas plceman o had walld ot Boapel gty
Bi as he lay wrihing, chained t the bed All in all, o saythat the ‘scauts wer temified
ribiiediy Rl

The el ceided e ot th oxemyon whalever nd o sght v s Head

b “SRHI
22 was an almost ysmu note of wigencyin his voice. The 9,3 came upsmoothly
m the 207 grain TUG kit the jackel ow in the chesL slicing it open fora stera fo stern

One scond s

e g, g sphayed ot eadstll wpwith mou open. 1 a5 nly
six paces away. “Thanks Sabl” The Sarge was clearly very relived and anyform of
ks rom b was bigh praise indoed.

nlosded while waitng o1 Misi o fixsh putivg o s velissand pped upths
et s i G v s el s b
i wag o L
ot e et e on o o vl Wit e of
oo, and
ol b o T e | b e ot S o st e e
i whil NKing B he Matopoe.Ths mesting nar s topof kopie hadeenan
ol i Torboth partesand e had sl nvouslyat eechoterand pariad
oy wibon  shorbe g fred

e s offagin owds s howe, [ suggotd ring, but Mo shook s boadand
e o it o thiough s buah Wo e
coutoulyup e ol of e sony loge fom wher e famios \l.\dbe seom. m gate
stood open s 20 s bvity i e ajncont work shop e
o mlslyabandamd(m o et A i o ek L
Freviously and mostof the labour shot by the anny in reprisal). Stl, he phane would
Frobablybe working axd we coud shelter fom the cbviously developing stoma, cack
same food and coffee and hold a reasanable defensive pasition until we were collected.
51 voiced this to Mlsusi be shook his head mdpmntzd offto the Left At first I could
see nothing, but then | saw movement and o in0’s this resolved itself nto &
T e o e g AK2 b wearing bio dovims Rking up postion s cover he
sonem ot i hows. “Theyam il 1ol d Ml owitched th bin's o
dows and sure enough there was a demiz olad s
aonah bivacaee. Ttwres o iareblow formo. [ boen o tht any rm\lblz e
Off1o the west where we had heard the shooting salier bt there was o dont
Compise o ecotio commgies ~Tongar Sunfghiesmen” it Wit rroao



youlnow?” Lasked, both surprised at he suetyof he pronowcerent and concemed as
well. Gurdightor was a noforios leader who comardsd a gang ofatleast 100 men.
Apart fior kidnapping and raurdering 2 fov puists e was most noted fo joiring up
it s gy “Daser” el kg ool oy e Vit kg
aver seventy police reeruis wha o 2 raiing camp H

ety vt g, llogiped s i A o o b o B the
sonth o belp Danger’ be had revionsly only operated n the rorth, in the Grwagi forests
ad ‘e Shangan and Niba-Zik “See e

is standing there oganising the ambush.” sid the Sarge. “Haw do you knavw it s hira?” 1
ssled tuming te ool ol in e directon ndinb The Suge snortd iy
disgt atmylokof ety i ulgement, o o x ZPRA s th oy “and |
Toughtagainet b once n the Honel,” (he Rhoccian buch s
Soviet bt itk s om he ront and capies o PO Mlaus's o3 ight el leaes me
inwonrto tisdy. he man ws Larglyconculd by vegeaton ad e bst parof
Kilometre away. Even tluough a good se1 of 8 powerbiz’s, the best [ could make out
e Bt b ros i e & Rasoan sty pomiec ht of h type popUBY it
Seion ZTFR A commanders, anl ha b e i fartcaing; 8 mac ke g et haman
A, since L coull o te belodraped e i sholder s fr e st nd e modelof
hie gun .| accepted Mlsusi's view. There seemed tobe an awfulIot of men davm

t slnwlysmk in Guighe bd s many men with i a crid rounds nyelt
Wasi o oy e magemnes forlis 3, bnt o vos oo ooy
gt Anyhing small:thnencphant bn i was ehtlyass fom h|s
bullts His skill s a poacher had been entely s i iy to gt clos nongh
maltavi M\mllysuck e T et e
slnest o i myvoe mlght ey o omars s et mon. Mlaus 1gnand
e, tuming veryslo eges scanning the bush for anyhing. | picked up the
e o S et o e e s ot ek s o o o &
Enown aceugied house.

Finally Mlausi stood up cazefully. “There ate more of them between us and the main zoad

), 2 ehind. We for the e
farm.” It hadnt even ccuned o me that we should head off the thirty0dd kilometres to
the main Victoria Falls Road through hastle communal and. faxesh'y Jan. T sty
commission I tothe
e e e

o bl et g ATy i ki ok b s ik oo

stnteh gty
vingon v, '.he st marks 5 pmbuhly ook s twenty rbnutes to cav
e e ot o e ki P

AEpnad ey paakzd b wonld e tvallyno hacke. e b ack s Sorge
what his plan was but he just shook his head and kept focussed on the bush shead.

We had gore about a kilometre and were approaching another low, stony kopje when we
Beard the roar of several automatiz weapons and shouts of panic from just over the ridge.



Attt ditan thrs s o misling s cound. The wan AKs g, Ml
giomed, s omile amost mashin fom o 0 cox hanke, Gackal) e seid il
“The gung that o the Magota’do' ke s il e oot I topped
bruply and en angry voice bad stilld the shouting. “Now,” seid M 13t o
s ook offa e fstruny d thn breschd off ol i tril ndkeptgoing. It
was the pace | would have un at in the 800 metre xace at school but then [ dida’t have
Fonrii pack il A1ee fhe nih L was oy s lope ofths inck .| Bythz
time we slowed 0 2 trot ] was completely blowm, butsa was the Saxze. We slawed
e o oo bl . i v s g ot & o W dodback s s
ifangbody was following

They e, o ther wors 6o manytocontmplt shooin i out with.Lcouk e st

Least a dozen men moving down thaough an open space towards the vlei. “That gang has
i some e hatwe ek ook o e st S “Bledy Jaclal, e
shooting rust have bought the others running thinking there was a contact.” * Well,

we've gat agaad Iead and we can out pace ther mtil we find sore suitsble tenain for
st ckingaxd can oo thm” | commerted, “Nol” sadSuge o o st wmhmg a
thin trickle ook, “I
am tred of rnaingl s fine Tres gaad e T Bt o 5o e e il
saon put it outanyway:” Even as he spoke 1 heard the distent rumble of thundez.

Ourpusers wonld oenbeeeing the Vi wit i lon g and e eds. e
s gou e the ghr ud” o wers a.\xeudynmnmgbackm\md the knme back
o 1he ge of he
fluid foritwas 1mpusslble B buyin o gromn tredof e fustfon
drags fasting 0l ox bexzine and had gone to great length to cbiain 2 cougle of cans
of ghtr sl b Do s i e e e e
the can fiom my pack. ] also carried a goad supplyof penil flares for signallng. They
et actualy tat gt ard cordanly'ssen over it distangss a0
eyrvere e

ing when thy bt
mnbefme ook I o o8 e ot o e vt it ol
iy dart someting| e sopd beids el boukdrnetd up it slid
Tooking ach i bee et gove el vated sew of e ot 30 sl o1 50 of he otk
toongh, e packetof flares, ry lighter and ry precious canof fuel
He handed me his G3 though after changing the magazine. “Youstay here behind cover.
When e st onesop it opsnon 1t pt shoot i it sour il Then e
e srightup - eyl tink v o cling o, Thantals il it .0 ull o
and put bullets aloxg where that path runs. The magazine is P
oLy strta fue-ne 3o maybe Ty and it somebody. Aleo 1wl e
believe that there ae moze than just two of us.”

It the Sarg cled ffand st whil ter Luw i g n he o of s
thick clup of tall reds just side the viei ine. Everything was dry, evenin 1
ey oo ik s e s S0 bty b i happened ®



the e who would bs nomallychaned upmost fllenvogeation. Ben they
seemed to have died out or gone info hbernatio

Ilost sight of Misusi and concentrated on the path fora few moments. Nothing maved. 1

Looked around for the Sarge and it ok me & while 1o see him. He was further down the

Vleilaying another fire rady. The wmd o que fom dingtybokind dsvinging o
gl th vk

i T on s
broad front that was sure o cafoh ther in it path even ihe o shieda it T ras
also getting dark. It was coming an for late aftermpon anywaybut the storm was building
outafthe westand dark thunder heads stetched from horizon to horizon,

When [lacked back towards the path 1 got 2 huge fright. Thee denim clad
ey in Akt ming ceutonsly slong th ath watching th Ml for ouble Both
1o e akeady wedged it poition g oo he ot an ] was somig gt
fhe ok withth bl o he .3 neclng aguiat my shuldr Tnth ghce s thathe
Iead "M s aboyof ot 14 ko s cning abotactonbo Enfel

T e o i i 1t e o v et e bon e path
camied an RPK light mackine gun. He was obviously the officer withone piece of camon
fodder and a gaod scout ahead of him. 1 pusked the trigger forward on the Bruna to set it
and s ] glanced along the sights | saw the AK armed man frees and glance in he
direction Mlausi had gone. The officerbehind ako fioze, which helped, since myheart
was beating like a two steoke: [ was outof breath, my hands were swealing and | could
Bl o e e ffhs manard afote sighe. Th ol bod boerd sy
vttt boton of the ¥ marightard [ buehed e tigger.Evrgthig chnged nthe
o of that shot. The vl sat torwnt of oulets i ey donciion. 1 cout hoor

racking overhead, whining off the rocks and gota splinter of wood stuck in yarm e
bullet tore thaough the branch of the e above me. Even as | shrank down inta cover
behind the rack I scooped up the flare pistol with ray 1ot hand and letons go, aching

dred over the vlel. With my right hand | gripped the G3 which was wedged into

the fork in the free pointing vaguely in the right diection and seueezed the trigger.
short burst of tracer fore thiough the v and wp into the sky above as the loaselyheld
ifle pulled free of is perch. | gripped it stronglyinboth hand, cantd it as far off o
Ieftas [ could and still got e puchase with
seueezed off 2 long busst. The 1ifl seuirmed in mmy hends and the recoil forced the
bl upad i the T, whichwno ettt sniomatically willod bl lorg te
direction the path taok haough the vie1. The magazine ran out, o ] seooped up the
e n e ot S ko et 1 5 it b oFF L
 magazine 2 quickly as | could pull the triggex in the hope that they would think that
theze was somebody on oy sids with an SMG.

Lzemenbeed o glance doym st the it ahea of me. A s owid oo o seont
Iying fullin the path with bis arms flung out sideways. OF the officer | had Fired t,
Codonly make ot hi et tcking i he pah. Th st of Him s obscuned by

Ioeds. Suddealy the view of the path was blotted outbysmoke. | looked sround and saw



thategood undnd yudfotag of vl vas bz m e Suga was utling bk

towars me on all fours using some small rocks and s dlight depression as cover, He
comying ki Enfeld 35 mvober r by g el in POty ihmngh ﬂuﬂ
couldsee he was grinning as wide as 1 had ver seen. [blazed the last fwo 1o

(.9 i I 654 wher the it enlret he ek om the Fo sl et o8 Mt St
up o the rock and reloaded the 3.

Allincoming i had bald nd th vii yas o routing o e with s esging ot
hm 10metiss o the it n pss. T Sugs cogped i vl nfos halstznnd
1 whie o o i ey o ksack 5l skt oo king

s e Wy got one b of e, We Il ok thove, el angay what
e 3350 happy doni?”Ho eached I i pck vk had Lo leeting oot e

‘and produced a box af my cigarettes. There was a bullet hale throgh the box! He
g s s g amk e o b ot i o o Tt
Hisovnand me to put my lighr oo i octet, My lgherSger”und Lt my
Band out. Somehow he managed to keep the same wide grin onlymake it look a il
mone sheepish as be handed my prized lighter back. 1 knew he had been egeing it for
it some e, Wil ar 30 8 hoppyhout” I nageed. Enallyafra long g on
he cigomto he managec o oo “L bt oir «mm Dead with ore shot in e head,

Toushot e commande!” e eamed, ngping Hi evlver, Ooviorelya shghﬂy
puzld ook cossd my e for b explained i e et i kv v bt
angthing o two paces away with this. | just poined and fired at hitm as he saw
L eyes” He bounced up and down excitedly. That gook had
Jit eon e walucky The Sorge muct heve basn a go0d seventy paces awes fom i
when be Miausi, and an

‘mairmed snapshot fom an anaemic handgun had killed i,

Suddenly abave the roar of the flames we heard a rified scream and sl
simlezorelytis snipunitonan s body orin s il o the t kerlA\lsl e
beganto cook off. Is that the one I shot?” I asked harnified. “Yes, but it is

Comanandes Ho o there” an Milous inclicated  pohcularly ta nd Gk putch of
flaze which was about where the turmin the path had been and partienlarly loud
erackling indicated ammuition was caoking off there as well. “He is further along the
Fath, 5o 5ou st have kit him with the 3 or your pistol. Good shooting by s, hel” The
seream was cut shorthya dee thud which 1ifted reeds and thaiching grass high into the
air. “Grenade. Either the fre set it offor e didn’t ik cooking!” the S axge was spuating
2ext to e wathing the fire with that wide gin still fixed on ki face. I was just
begiming b otk gut ot [had boen oponsble orat et o ceadmen, The <11 s
blazing firiously. With deepred flames and a mar almast load enough o hids the crack
of exploding ammunition. Where the roeds were particularly hick the fte Leaped even
iherint s s ot ek Scme oo e mere ovangt Colons Drfvom byt v
s spading out but ksl ogging el with oh ptches of s cabig i
farahead of the mainblaze. It was awesomely hon

e fnshed ous gt il L s diging the woudshar ot of my amand i
tape. We litthe last the box, and then the




Srge s up.Tim o " H s ol by “Tht s chold gvs s o st hur
s s oting the commander will confise thern even further. Magie 1
T Tl iy B e o e
Tightning S ahilltop half 2 kilome e off. Not a gaod tine o take upa.
ostisnontigh g or calr under s s, Wesot ol b walktnight
i th amole, e oyisaly geod veld i bt ohing ks e nfom it v
et
into being. This one was rather pathetic though, a the catls had long since grazs
anthbare and there was litle enough o bum, The Sarge obrviously hkzdhghmmg nearly
25l 2 abid kel e oo o v o el Ko fhatseomed 1 v

some base Iong
clow soemod s suddeny och th rowd o« sk el e over e el v
b wasonguf by th moving wll o vatr exdwo ached s Ko st
as the first drops of rein fll and lightuing, e wayupis
T fiizd el wih omall gapbeten thm na th baseoffred w  good view
ack dowm o il and towards the gooks. The kopje behind acted as a reasonabls wind
oy We dug out our flisy nylon bivvies. Mine was rasorably new so we used that
£or the mafaf aur shelter, stradling the gaphbetween the eks and pinned o the ground
o form a rafher small lean-to. The Sarge’s rather ragged specimen was wsed for
fhe noth vl andto cover o ks, Legand i e wors masonably
lr proof i they v sttched gt thing oched hem ad i tactully
‘oved tobe fairly acourate. Witkina fow rimtes of the main storm hittng us
e ke ot thatnting wes actullygoin sty ey The ke dramage bonch
T had dug bohind e vy o siop wale suning Ot Ml aed i our st
o wholy nadeguat to ths el ad consderg e weightof th dovn po this
surprising. Visibilty was certainly not more than 25 paces. The Sarge wrapped
i e e i s a1 ssed hingel sgaie the o rock frming
1 on bis fce, tried o keep
aviglant wateh down our ral Ahhmlgh it was anly five in the evenirg it wes basizally
dark with the
between the clonds and oecasionally came crashing dow to earth. At least one more bolt
X our kopje somewhere and the ground reverberated with the shock and the crash of
it e a0 doening. AL e s poelod o mnaog onend
without a breal

Iserabbled around in the Sarge’s pack and dug ont the gas cooker, and from my own
et tn, cofT and conmdrec il Our hees may eve not been emly

water proofbut it did keep most af the wind o1t 50 it wasn’t o long before the two of us

were sitting there feeling slightly more cheerful with hot, sweet cofve going down. Afler

houhlfan o when s reinewsed consilerblyd s ighting bd e o e
Sarge insisted that we push on. We parked upas best we could and g

teniy it e blowing i o Faces For i s ditance e coul o0 more Hihning

flashes s 2 second wave of the stoma built up and moved in. At least nobody was gaing

to follow o spoor. The grownd was foo hard for mastof the water i

everywhere it was flowing fast towards lowex ground canying any races of a foot print

awayin seconds. That was the plus side. On the rinus thongh, was thatoften e water



thora, With
eachstep water squelehed ut of the top of the shoes and the sand inside worked on 1y
foot abready softened by watez. By the tine we arhed fhe famuhouse | ws finished. My
foot wore raw, my arm ached and [ was enough of cold, wet and far.

The only problem was that the farbouse was empty. The gate was locked and no ights
showed, At first we thought that perhags they were womied shout the gaoks and had the
Jights off waifing for trble butrepeated shout brought 1o answer. We moved round to
thecompoud which s o fecad Thers s ool e ot cumgeater
admittance
one 150 ol o ph off. 2 Ieting 1 i orld b elhcs e 200k, or b amuy
o e o whrkers s ey want haselo with ol s and e at
the house on the veranda” the voice behind the shot gun suggested “the boss will be back
tomonow”. The lighning flashes fior the second fioxt of the stor weze gatting closey
50 we turned and walked back to the house.

Climing ovar the sty e i going i withthe o0d it ofightning fur oloes
e o vy nsomfortle expennce, The ko o seeuelylocked and olied bnt

T e T A
i e s et bl i tyo wiler cais e
e gotthe stoe up nd going sgin it the fll o the cbom sl in
stunning disglay of ght with lghtning reflected sparklingly off the hail. The sheet
lightuing seemed to 1all slowly acoss the sky in waves, while the forked lightning that
smaked into frees and the low hils azound appeared manytines wider than itactually
was. Siting there waiting for the water o warm up] realised that while the storm lasted
we were safe. Nobody was going to move thiough that!

Coff and ome “Shopped dog” (anunidentiebl mashofsome fom of meat

wnarked tin) restored bodyand soul somewhat. Hor nd

apping myself n & wet sleeping bag didnt help ruch, Inthe W

ol e gt hod Eallon eoveitiablyand 1 wes dsssdedlycold. 1 wil eepnov,”

said fhe Sarge as he tossed an emply can of ‘something that bgend had was leftover

from the e yord o, it omer, Wake mo st midrghtond ton [ vilstend
il st light

should stll be carsBul”. With that Nﬂa\lslc\lrled\lp on ke ol vith s et Seeping b

draped over himsef and in a remarkably short space of fime be was snoring genly.

Inotied b had xot omoved e shoes which g wmusul ince e only o hers
1 whigped e off et convenience. Also ke had
the sofa. He hed cleaned
both it nd i ol o e st las iy while | e making cofee, o b

topped up the erpty magazine with some spare munds that had materialised fiom his
Bkt Siai et st AL il e
Bes{ webbirg,

B flap leather holster on his right sid, lanyard loofing p
and hoough the epaulet on his shirt | tried to remeraber whether he had fastraed the



Toltrcloedbutcouldtcal . Whatevr, s Sergs badgos tolosp madyor
instant a

Ieallected anather mess tin of water flowing out frora the gutter and putting it on the
stove settled down t clean my ifle and pistol. 1 1an a pull-though through the banels to
dry them o, wired them as dryas possible and re-oiled the actions. I efilled my
cartridge belf fiom a box in 1y pack and put the fiesh magazine into my pistol. | had
Sired ton shots frora the Fistol, and the second magazine hadn’t been quit Full,
transferred the Jast two rownds from the fixst mag to top it up and leftoxe up with the
sabtyon.

Walking slowly azound the versada with a mug of coffee n one hand, ile in the ofher,
and a fag frly i place in ey lips L had 2 charce to elive the cay. 1 wasn'ta prfty
thonght - the contral heme being fhat eifed screarn fior the wounded man as the veld
i svept e i, vl fme b et o he slom, Fo v s s s had
benminnal. The st da'spger vould sy potogags of ool hilrn eiied
03 e sightof e, snce e bt et b ey

Der T e ranily st N, the wich doccs af 0 s of Mgl
e ol B o e 1 o ot i P PG
Natinda bad prochairaed that the statue st be put back wp for it 1 rain. The statue was
back and row it was eally raining! By what means could Nelind “see” the fuure? Who
decided that & man should die? Toro of the thuee burnt bodlies ying wrburied ont there i
ke vie (were they would be found the next dey by theamuy) bad been exoraely
anluckyto die. Even the section leader had becn ot of Iuck considering my heart rate
e stab of nerves! It s ualikely that I could kave missed at that range but] could
casily have only wonnded hin, or his rifle or magazines could have stopred the bullet

Tstopped. Thew vassomelodyai he gl gint,stonding tere vt o back s

. The stor had largely raoved on, but in each distant lash of sheet lightnirg [could.
So¢ ki ibovetid. Tmoved dovn few the gt lsging myits covend with
ik platc otz g bad found, Wi ot here L vas loe. | ca.\led ot saﬂ.\y
butrcaed zo snower, [ huredbeckto! . secutyof the house and n;
comrad, and saw the anstandmg i e go agon Lpaliedoery o
towards he gate, looking 1 see iftwasntsome strange tss formation that e ke
oo T e, bty et diappeand duin  dock spell betoon he Taskes st
befon amivdat e gal, nd eftmy clls urazovord

iy old,ud e pat by e s vho bad i and

e thans il fafl fr o coming doy it lovly devnedon o el e
i s ey e aion 5 e o o e s i oo o
hols k. At michight 1 vekened Miousi care ol et b thed o shoot me. With &
g of ofs inhund wnd s of mycigaetis gong e itned whil [ exluned
shontths manathe g By suidntking butwallod b s comr of e
Sited. The Nikiing ot o ong eyt and here et o flaches clos enough o
Tongerto Tight ap the igue a G goe. 1 el ike acomples ool or lking ghests o the
Sarge, as we stood peering infa the dark, “See anything Sarge?” | £t really small but
Iy surprise he said “ yes, there is somehing there. | just cannot quite make it out”. As be



G i S B R i e

huge men standing at the gate was clearlyoutined. [ sawa flash of
Sl e et e
(child), [ wil keep waich with him and wake o at dewn f it s necessary” “Whatdo
Joumean One of my people™?” Agaln, asmile and a shake of the head “Ask your God
e you il bt g s al” cold gt v g more ot of i nd e
ignored my questons and sttled down to wam anothey unlabled tn of something
ndble 1 anyots vory angry man n v Gask), 5|2l p o B ofs e
asleep before I could startto trink sbontthe Sarge’s words.

Lawoke o the somnd of pots clanging. It was a bright and beautiful moming with the sun
alteady ereeing over the harizon lighting upa freshly washed world. The famens cook
Bad come up frora the compound at first ight and let Mlsusi in, and

HQ on the agri alert (Farm radia netwozk) the caok had gatox, with preparing 2 first
class meal

We had quite 2 long dayahead of us. John amtived rid moming with is thuee men inthe
Landzruiser. Theyhad got their buf and on the wayback found the remsins of the
Magotha and his stick, Four gooks had also died at the soene of the fight. Three of thera
ton apart bythe big .425 soft Foints, even though it was apparent that fhe Magotha had
been it in o ialbustof i o o 't oan managed 1 get of thepah, One
Fetma lad boenlld e orl bt e otar mached  shalow
detomnined stnd befos being id. John s e e about 50 spentsesbidaes on
T 303 Tying noumcl o body 1 os o ity b didshoot wel a e rat KLed oy
single @ pponent and wounded two. Gunfighter and his gang hed Bitthe Forestry station at
sawnuill Just afer st Light, More than thiztystaff had been killed and the logging plant
dostond. Theofthsgocks e sventallyfound by ol and Ll butnct
foxe . & police

ey e et ) o o o 1o

Allvet ops were cancellod and a week later I started end of year exars at University.
‘Another cougle of hai raising ineidents and seven years later 1 inally worked out the roal
storyof that night, butto this day ] cannat see fhe connection between Rhodes” statue and
the 1ein in Matebeleland!



