Kali Means Fierce, But These Elephants
Were Downright Insane!
By Peter Hathaway Capstick

of a perso " ost the track
Charlie. He w i you eve ght failed. 1 had

a  saw him crankin 6 pretty goo it might be, the
Ri e

the Kingi
months.




e

et ot e dowim st i 20
stick of biltong, | spotied Charlc's
hunting car puled upon the far side ofthe
compound. Hot damn! A lttle socil reliel

inheofingl But he was nowere nsight.
e t0 i, there

over ta Silent and me, shuffling his feet in
the half-light of the fire

Vinindaba'?
Bwana Nyosi”
Not looking up, he wordlessly turned
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1 asked him, “Ipi

i e i o a he dack car Finaly
e muttered. as. Na lo ndoda
ers, Yenabobile le. Now
My stomach hit my shoctops. Both
Chalie_and hisgunbearer, Crackers,
dead. Killed by elephant, That means very
dead. Stunned, 1 walked over to Denton
Smythe’s issue Land Rover and, with the

my u,,,p mm.w neither ever actually
d

automobile before. Its

Tor N, when e

gone. looking
Crackers hadn't shown up at dark th

driven back to headquarters way down the
continued on p. 77
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valley and the immediate return to Nsctu

 out what had happencd. | had
Invisble top up. the tank of my long
wheel-base hunting car and ordered ms
men o ramferthe corpes o my ik

ing HQ on the radio, | explained
ot  ad bappened ind 0 them
0 expect m

Daw was seaking on pae,slent fst
hrough the shudows when Laived e
adminisration buiding.  Strangely not
verir fromthe long. ideyhumping
v, e braklastwih he i

Offici,unabe 1 el i any more o han
0 been tld. | sugiesed |
et ity B o

and then on o Ncfu o inesigate
and ke ureof the me's ersonl et
T would be a couple of weeks before
repacement ruzy or dumb cnnugh mm

1old me tha, duringhis st radio schedule
with Denton-Smythe, Charlic had re-
ord vy el bk ottt
felt needed some attention as
ok g et o e o b
very moming given hin sevra I
minutes with a mass charge on his hunting
car. | finished Ihc st of my 14, wrote &
iter to Chari'y moter, whom | had
it ok ol bk v
utfi ok 3 e Tk g

u
ull into Charlic's
bl

gave me a
Lot ey of oo

phctirs et 1

its

Ve Seprolid et
7 clothes nealy foldod, ovn

smashed and the ground torn up over a
restill thick clots of

grass and an ke hungrom sl
sand ot Hum\ ‘it et of the gn.

s by Chindit 1 hadn't hd the heart
P sy ol
ot e b oy o s

and caught from very close range after
Kiling two hullunﬂuww “They had been
mpletelyfattened

bloodstai gl pation ot
Cracker's body has m.. found wed

1 croch 30 fct away hom whes b

ad ikcly been i, By 4 spont, b

hing tround 13 o maybe

I apmm», ncluding the three dead

n'/ek, Buwana,” said Silent almost

1o Bt e was, Ferocous was

ety b e to cover
the term mul”y applid to any
oy of Vi e o
reason or )molh:n taken p  pemanenly
aggressive a . Alhough
el KiSwanth or s fou
T e ko B g et
and well described this advanced state of
Crireme anisocabilty pecalar 1o s0me
s. Normal jumbos will
Whiff of man, only

ge. Not
u.,.-.. rn(chmg lh: i ..,mmu: of
humansce mass attack. And
thays fo vie ok g Tkt
sty rar but il wel eablshed group
reaction may be the result of overharass-
ment by poachers, leaving arge mbers
of the herd with painfl but
Vounds gee the yebn. O kgl oukd
bea

e o el ddzmc imigued
some maney loosely jumbled in the top by a rapid reduction of h ever
try of his oot ocker, Four of his stalf  the cuse, thee v been mlnymhmam
Kali herd; §

e T e b i s b A oo 8 1

Eame poard
deadly day, as well as Chindiri and his pal,
o had walked bk, Sl brought et
Cracker kit nealy bunled,although i
404 sevioe i wasbent o ke
Churlie Righy somehow misied being
rampled. It being ony carly aflrnoon, |
was anxious to look at the site of
the tragedy before weather and other
matural factors obliterated the sign. With
Chindie guding, we arrived a the spo n

being that of the Addo area of South
Africa_which Killed_dozens of people

including several hunters sent t

them out. Although even m

breed of F. C. Selous claimed such a task

 imposibi Tibout g K,

great. hunt

manage o :mrmu\ulc A
Returning in late afternoon to Nsel

c.mp,sumu...uxmuuwmmcnmm..

and the other gam grd,James s e
It was puibeialy ckne what had  AIcun vrson of & pow-wow; clle
bappend, The decomposing budies of - ndabe, Charles nen Confimed the
close huddie, been received in arge

r ivory still ey bore a single, numbers from the local chiefs of their

. pinkecentered hole of 4 people being chased and even two people

frontal brain sho, received whilc charg-  Killed by the same herd of clephants
ing Tucnty yurds rom them, e Silent was especialy interested to know if
bukh looked 48 i it had been used for a  ither Chindir or James actually had seen

Hand grenade range, thick iems of shrubs
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ntinued from p. 77
the herd and could mmu(y one or more of

the members. There were a hellof a ot of
cephants . th vast egion of Nictu and
the spoor from th place wher the men

had been killed was now far (0o cold
low, Ve oy ey hnmnx
jumbos indiscrimi
T o e e e S
turned out, Chindiri had been in the
“Rover with Charlic the day they were
heed, simont baving buped ko e
herd on a blind corner of a track where it
crossed  small iver. They had cscaped by
almos the hicknes o the ttierd paint
on the g, clearly
o o s i 90
cow wih long, ender ks st cromed
at the tips. This is 4 fairly common tusk
configaraion n East Afti, bt fof some
i's not often seen in Zambia. By

ircumstancey of how Charic and clver
old, one-cyed Cracker
i, bt Mokt hkriy e ot
Salingihe Yok 5wt
and b caught by & windchange thal
brought an imtant, unstoppable. mass
g Wl U g ol o S 4G
you have 10 expect some snake-<
"As G brogs the e moriag, | ent.
everybody scouting 1o the cast, fanning
out over the dircction where the herd had
b, b o i i b
now. What the hell, you had o sar
ostruckd €o Jook for e
i et A g

Sty e g s o 08
fect into the.
“The sun mm. ovrhead ke o bilion.
at bl
s At g
|<nm iy 0 i B e
ing bact as distortios a4 o fum-hotes
mirror. My bum was numb from sitting
atop the highest boulder. I stretc
iaking b tny sp of the e athough i
ave drai x sack.
Bow, s:mu prrsfrrogionlrss
tree next to my "Rover, staring hopefully
me, his spear jammed into the carth
nn-(hud butt. And then there it
e, wispy fethr that grew
iyt o e f sk thest
10 il o the cast.  shot & uick aimuth
i my pocket compas 3 scamperd,
he

ad
made contat, have

aanp urm kmdlml the g i so e
would not spook as we ap-
hed.

"We drove hard, the cruel thorn bush
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sping against the almost paintless
fenders of the car. The 470 Evam Niro
Express double and the 375 H&H
ine rifle were both snug in their
Bolders, id by loopt fsed et sbes,
mile from our destination, |
g Mght of the smote an
slight correction in our

bush and trees. Invisible, now joind by
Chindiri, was waiting expectantly as we
pulled up.

“Venazonke kona. lapa, Bvana,” he

lo mfazi ga lo mazinyo wel
ding the big cow with

the crossed tusks. For sure the right herd.
With Invisible in the lead, we begar

properly. Taking on a dozen proven killer
cleptants cven with s back-p in Chindi
doee ot al T o barag

ol

opping officey forte ol Nasond! Cold
Storage Board down at Mfuwe, | was used
o aking on groups of 20 or o jumbo with
‘men like Charlic and Bob Langevelt. They

ience, although still a long way
rom woodcock shooting. 1 was carrying
the 470 and Silent the 375 with a istful of
cartridges for the bigger double. | knew I
could drop the first four as fast as | could
ad b prainity smies lnd
inkled
e to b . The It si? Well wel
s ho e Batieied looks,

e pretty much where Invisible

had leh them, although from a hur

Iy five were in sight. 4 the
patchwork of shadows and sun-dappled
sloom with the lile glases until 1

certain that the five were the s e

seven-ton surprise right behind you is
most unsettling sensation, as [ can relate
in far greater de like to recall
Its almost a religious experience, as the
odds are excellent you're about 1o meet
your maker.
e R o s il g b
our fuces as Silent, nd |
g focvard, e o ety s
adn't yet seen the female with the
roued o amd maly AKITY wast to
beat up on the 0 yards,
was releved to find a termite hill about six
feet high and as solid as a concrete tank
fve done much clephant
hunting, you quickly learn o think much
continued on p. 80
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continued from p. 79
bout the way out than the way i

f Invisible, who wasnt armed
but for his spear, | whispered to Chindiri
10 stay five paces to my right rear and not
1o fire unless he was positive I was about

Shoo

there and not on its way up the nearest
tree.
Tudg e frulie by, Ui i 1
i of the nearest jumbo,
Vs ammuy focking s amive
weight side i, we waited,
i o ateh o himpae 1 e identifying
female. Ahal There she was, in a deef
pocket of shade, the thin tusks overlap-
ping at the tips. Satisfied, | lined up the
nearest bull and mentally marked a cow
st past i s the recipient ofthe second
ostrils full of clephant, |
oy vl swung on
thecow even 8 thebull was oppling rom
1 ke ran sho hat ca
betwes r hole. 1 had to
paoe 8 apit second as the fesal swing
Uoward me i theangle | hadchosen,
but stuck her with a three-quarter brain
shot that flattened her as if she'd been
y the Paris Railway
Some ‘dd-ie vy humer( it
believe in cjectors. | do, pad

absolute animal wall of screaming, trum-
peting insanity. Every bloody one of them
was charging at top speed straight at us
without the tiniest hesitation. | knocked
down the two nearest and managed to get
| another pair of 470 rounds out of my
| tunic pocket and into the hot c

' ekal” | shouted to Sikent and

i v '

sround the plesp, | caught him with 8
deadiy angie shot,and b topped as if
bt rn eadion o o e a4
mountain. Wit pty and no
P g ot ey Wi cephants
sill on the way, 1 turned and to e
| ihe proverbial primate for the sheter of
| the termite hill, loading as 1 ran.

yards short when | saw Chindir throw up
| i 408 Juery' an, ire, whih,wold
havescaed m right outof my socks
| been wearing any as he looked to
| g e oy e Howeve, i
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s 0id whokof i g ight hehmﬂ

cond o cool i, swapping Silnt for
\hc 375 he

it ;O perhapsbttrld, four
i Sholin, Leailig hese v wek o
ow wi

theres a line that
e e s s
stk out each eu hole, Jus visale
et center of the e i n the midde |
bt pirialigmoh]
mind vhat e ange,you'l e b
id low at the base
d rocked with the
impact and he sid ety o
and balanced there, the _tremendous
i suppomn‘ the skull leaving her
appearing oddly aliv.

As she mlllvud a tngible wave of
uncerainty seemed {0 wash over te ot
three, |l1younx=rcow1 | prayed we

pare them and 1ol Chindir <
oot heads a | covered them. At

wapped
:.m. and thundied off, sl trampeting
hrilly

' paet ot it and kept 1o eye

on Chindiri as he st nine jumbos

again. Silent ...a Invisible rigged up the
radi

iking sbout Crase hough. L4 ord, bt
go, an

But,come to (hink of I, Afica never has

offered many attractive alternatives. ~ ®
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