Karamojo Bell

otting range of bul elephants and shot them with a 7x57.

Who Was This Man And What Made Him One

By Jack Lott (clephant). His view is a vast panorama of  night's herds. When within 100 yards of
clephant grass stretching scemingly to the  the three bulls, Bell watches for a rising
blue Ethiopian plateau 60 miles north. head and tusks

The ivory remains
\cene—The Karamojo District, East Fourteen grey arched isible hat
Africa, circa 1905 above the grass — three in a group, the  in view of obvious signs of age, the three
A'mked Karamajong warrior caring ad out bulls will average a good weight of ivory

he inclnes Bell ackle the rio first then  He selects the farthest of the trio firt.
Vet atich st bt the wihes indvidually ¥ thee

fom this vantag covering
point on the edge of the flood plain’s tall s A Guick eheek of s il th other, Bel plnts b foct soldly,aims
grass, Scans the lephant he already knows but  his Rigby at the far bull, and watch
Srase and breaks intos gri. Signaied by habitually veriied — the magazine cone
the arin, the tal, blonde, atletic Scot, tainsfve gleaming rounds of DWN 757, side brain shot. The et
clad in khaki running shorts and a short. 173 gr. “solids” plus another which he  presenting a quartering shot from
sleeved shirt, leans his ltle -275 Rigby- reinserts “up the spout.” Bell and Pyjale  — too uncertain! Bell i all discipline and
Mauser againt the tee and cimbs up (e warrio) i it the sen f gras, il ot ake chances, Everything st be
Bell knows the grin means “atome” moving quickly through the trails of last  just right. He doesn't see the target as a
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-The Man
Behind The

Som the son of 3 smu merchant

ot prosbacio dnd i

Boll was & man of many He
but he Is best remembored

Of Africa’s Greatest Hunters?

normal hunter 4 spot on the
Bl toh a o i o vy
the loaf-of-bread-sized brain suspended in
transparent skull,aiming with both eyes
open. Bell knows that & spot on the
outside s a good aiming point for but one

the
ina bit
more. As the farther bulls head swings
perfectly into position, Bel s solidly into
his aiming stance, but the head swings
away too quickly, For two minutes, this
game of watching and aiming tantalizes
iha ansious brin and taut musles, but
ihey s to disoey the maser bein

e e e i v
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preisy i he wide V" sbove
centerline. The Rigby cracks sharply
e bl Gsappears. A hesho, the cloest

This bull drops to the frontal brain shot
betwieen and slightly above the eyes — the
“hullseye” being a four-inch square. In
falling, the second bull exposes the third
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B, Kled over 700 of e 1011 slephant Wit & 275 (267) Flghy Mausr. e
e ig bor

m-caler s, Bel's
o s th

Frooe

standing broadside, staring at the flank of
o, gt s e B
ken vl e bt shot,
Betweca eachole ad
¢ Toaks éasy — like Nureyev dancing a
solo or El Cord uvering a toro

fobes mane\
with his capote at the bull fight. No
y

urgeon's

o

ckly and

The whole epsode akes it scomds

As Pyjale cuts off the tais, Bel climbs
upon the kmh.., b m L E
surrounding scene. The strong veld wind
s absorbec he sound of th shots, and
thespread-out herd s grzing ity o

ro rifies came from his day

Quitting now is unthinkabie, but the ivory
i vasising rpl inthe blzing midday
s droppe The prade of
bbb cor s peak of Mur
Rinh
For two hours, the dogged
the heels

pair hang on
of the migrating herd, which
— only a single-minded
0 move on. Pyjale spots a
patkvay tiroughte thorsparleling the
herd and sprints marvellously away, past
the defle ofsephant, o eveal sl o
the lead bulls. Bel, meanwhile, has closed
ey doridung v
lead bull swings his head towards Pyjale,
he is crumpled by Bell’s ltle Rigby in an
angling shot rearwards o the brain. The
herd spills in all directions, startied by the
shot and the ull of thei caer
 nearst bul «

s0 kil uftalo, rhino, lon and leapard with
reat Sce

to the gr

unmaker, Daniel

‘apprentice
Sk o Ugringn o doube wxpeie s’ Toe e 0017 EAY o, oty

After saying that. othr men s share
e i, thre i someting i
o T i o s s
St o 0 ich. i arely s thet i

i i o bl b e ittt

cal pioneer
e o e B i flors
the American Republic, for Bell was also a

North American pioncer in the Klondike
Gold Rush o 187,
v eching 2 Bell b el the
apprentice sear
roleoutl e
Cam, Achdon s S o the

him,
o bullx peary take body shots,
but a third is d inter”

venss, taking the thot non-vialy. Ths
one is fnished before he can escape, then
Bell rushes towards the keader 1o make

sure he is dead. He is suspiciously
immobile, and Bell motions to Pyjale to

Fro e:p)\lnnne i et
others moving o
hey will head for
the Muria lrpredchilaniid
et with 1o indvcement to slop
Tor 40 1 35 e, Bl e
lephants 10 diy bush, 1o cut them off
od

£
%ﬂ_
2

d
procession, nearly dead beat and sweat-
g out amost o th poin of dhy-
dration. What to do? They won't stop
e i o e T 8 S
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riogony lrmk "ody shots. Bel finds

one standing weakly and swaying. A
Dulle fids his brsi As Fapale removes
Bl greate

rash is heard nearby as the
sondbodyhotsephint droge
ief, combined with & crushing
awarehess offte, biot ot the cuphoria
of the chase, and the pair rest awhile in the
shade to partake of sour milk from the
ctlabuh. It 1 too e 20w to hunt the
survivors and reach camp bef
0 e 4t e B o B
the trail for cump, drivn by the thought
me taks wlting for collecion
o drink
Waler Daympts o D, bver
known as “Karamojo” Bell, was born in
1880 in Scotland near Edinburgh, the son
of a self-made upper-middie-class mer-
hay

discipline topped with daring courage.

® y
of backing. Bell had become friendly with
the great Scottish gunmaker Daniel Fraser
of Edinburgh, who taught young Bell the
intricacies of riflemaking and shooting. In
fact, Bel tical gunsmith,

and sight some of the big double express
viflesfrom b shootin

oting from “Bell of Africa “But it
wat no Jok firing the heavier § bnru such
or ST from a gunmaker ret

o et s Hele
icce expended sl against the kas
body of thefcr —al incold blood,mind
u — so that one felt that one’s whole
mumde, | ook s
to these mighty pieces,
sthough. admiring their cnlumammp
e (Fraser) ofte
Tdng g e provom o Yoy

ment s essential to

libers. Bell proved he could do with
medium-caliber rifles what the “pukka
hibs” did i heavy doubles —

a lot of caveats that go with
el chto of s o ey dangerous
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8ol Kiled ave 700 of

m-<alber s, Bl's
s assigned

g bl i te gk f

. bulging above the grass. He is

g el
ve.

ckly and coape. This is
i

Tho two clotest bulh shudder s death
ukn ove, bt the fn — in 4 koeel
 moved, A fniser

Lohke Conia, o 1 unnecessar
The whle episode takes lht s

N Py e off h st e e
wor . Lommting bul to”survey the
surrounding scee. Th srong vld wind

Abeorbed thesouu of the sbot, and

the < spread-out herd i grzingcontentedly,
umines. the ivory of the

alk. God sl caring tno

teeth, from 0 to 80 pounds each. Ny

quick downwind

ting the head

via the trunk, Bell can feelthe diminishing

rt beats through the soles of his shoes

m his elephantine perch, he sces the
others moving off.

y are alarmed, they will v

ats, & watresthorn-

head for

the Murua Akipi
bunt desrt,with 0o ndus top
for 40 1o 50 mils. Bel decides 10 racethe

clephants to dry’ b

before they exit the grass. To o so,

Pyjale leave the tall grass and run on gay

il Giough the o T e
e on o

i o By ool o
‘and Bell and Pyjale arrive at the tai of the
procession, nearly dead beat and sweal-
wrungout almost 0 the point of dehy-
hat won't stop

o, bt o bl g pau o efbcate
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the task of sighting-in

e 1011 slaphants wit » 215 (7x7) ighy Mauser. Ho o Kiled
disi

re rifes came

Quitting now is unthinkable, but the ivory
i vanishing rapidy i the st misdy
“The wind has rade of
plchyd:um heads for te peak of Murua
Ak
For two o, the dogedpuic bang o0
the heels of the g herd, whict
anlaye s oo sy & sogloded
compulsion 1o move on. Pyjale spots a
palbmay oo i purteln e
d and sprints marvellously away, past
he el oF depast, o pdyen o
the lead bulls, while, has closed
he gap withth il of th column. s the
lead bull swings his head towards Pyjale,
e is crumpled by Bell's little Rigby in an
angling shot rearwards to the brain. The
herd spill in all directions, startled by the
shot and the fall of their léader
e nearest bull to Bel turns towards
Bimthen dtops roma frntal rinsht
Two more bulls nearby ta
but is missed when a head inter-
venes, taking the shot non-vally This
one is finished before he can escape, ther
Bl rushen towards the lnder o make
sure he is He is suspiciously
Tk s Do Mokions 1o Pyiae to
spear bim i the heart wih
Werwatjons o, Tos i of the ey
e emoved, but w0 fod and sk
s 3 ok

one standing weakly an mm
Tl T ot A3 P s
e e gy
ot Mt et vk = ey
awareness of fatigue, Mumu the euphoria
of the chas,und the ai st swbile n the
shade to partake m  sour milk from the
labash 1t istoo
survivors camp,before dark
T % s o e
the il for camp, driven by the thought
ime tusks waiting for collection
o i o Voo, 050

1880 n Sotland e Edmbur&h theson
of a self-ma

S B b . sopeis o
ence with a strong physique, plus  self-
discipline topped with daring courage.

buttalo, thino, lion and leopard with

deye on an sporentice lo he Grest Scoteh gunmaker, Dariel
9" double expres.ries ke the. 500 o

from a shooting’ bench.

After saying that other men also share
these qualties, there is something uni-
quely Bell which gave him greatness and
attracts us to him. i surely true that this
patydeives fombis beinga archtypi-
cal pior n heritage that
St o B Bl 1 o
the American Repubi, o Belwaslsou
rican pioneer in the Klondike

2

Bl b s the

s
profssional amer and. p
G

this scheme. proved his
o mting b s vorthy
of backing. Bell me friendly with

S0 ol i ok e
sl from hi shootn

Guoim from “hell o Affe: “But it
was no lnka Jiring the hesver boressuch
as 500 or 4 gunmaker's rest.
Tl e punch o v ke ety

jece expended itself against the leaning
body of the firer — allin cold bloot

Tincking d\mng the process of putting me
through it."

‘This revealing statement is essential (o
\enadag Bl g of HE b
rifles and_his ace for the staller
caliber
s what the “pukka
b did wih thei et s
o 't have to stop a charge.

ot s g wilh

Belsche of s for ey
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He also tried a Fraser 450/400 double

Tegstami. | bigm 19 8 (.

R b of 390 i whlk on purae
sides for those slanting-through-the-neck.
shots. At once the - inexplicable. misses

From 1924 letter o he grest Sctish
hunter Dennis

g Mg

315 1 had 33 cartridaes with me and 1

Killed 19 bulls. 1 had cight misfires and

over a i

o Bels it of 1011 clephan, b added

. 3 white

LrighrnBo G

niclope, mostly tab

“solids™ by brain o raking shots. Bell's

enormous bag, taken almost entirely with

mediymalten, wnder tougyfoot

all kinds of weather

s were rang on an open li, Bl aten coud ot sk cose anough
rain shot. Rather than taking a chance on spooking
Ton

hen elephant
!-mu.. 75 yards) for

splacing 8 brain sho, Bll would use he hesrt

game, which from trying to emulate his
feats has cost not a few white and black
men their lives

oo, comes e St et

only one “Karamojo” Bell, the man,

4nd ncw the lend, wh dels whereer
riflemen discuss rifies and calibers for big
game, tropical hunters o not. Bell
somethi than the it it man
to hunt Karamojo. To the wild Karas
jong i c was “Longellynyung
(Red Man) from his sunburned fair skin.
He ruled supreme north of the Turkwell
river, unconquered no-man's

wanted to challenge him badly enough to
be the first to die by a bulet from his 7.63

“broomhandie” Mauser pistol
Abongs mos fo e Karocly
dd o confioe his vry

Tis 2 Eataete o hunted
Kenya, Ehiopia, the Lado- Enclave,
Uganda, Belgian Congo, French Congo,

Liberia, Chad and  the

Ivory Coast,
Ubangi-Chari

best month produced 44 bulls,
killed in three consecuive days,
pleasantmemory? When a

companion, after watching him run down
S5 65 g bl o i e
gras as many minutes,
Shouted: >w=n B, P dammca™

Bell wore out 24 pairs of boos per year,
and estimated he walked and rn 73 mils

for each elephant he shot, or some 75,000
aika! The yild froen b v bt snfaca
Brought$141,635 - (his i days when tht

DECEMBER 1980

e ord or
shot at these.

ell Killod elephant with (1. to
British Mark VI, 737 (his favorite car-
ridge), 8.5x54, and 318 Westiey Richards.

was a real fort
el G ot e His 275 (1x5) Righy-
Mauser for all his 1011 elephant, as is
commonly believed, but rather a bit over
700. On his first safui he used a 303 Lee-
Meford sprtr with 21-gain roundnose
cupro-nickel “solids,” Killing 63 bulls with
an averags tusk weght of 59 pounds. His
famous 275 Rigby was the first ifle
cuomuade for Bl
bought & 65154 Maniicher-
Sehostmuer with which 1 kil 01
Sephant, anl nodag that the i 160
grain sofids would bend on heavy bone.

s bim, i ot at 'the top of he It of
Afrca’s alltime 10 greatest ~hunters,
cetanky among he it e
In 1914, Bell was in the French Congo
when b resied ¢ et informing him
that World War I had begun. Immediately
asembling His fvory and gear, e sold i n
Bangui and embarked for England to join
iying Corps, receiving the
ss from General St

3
2&
ot

ing to Europe to fol
kg = th
and Halberst
M.C. won a bar for being # good fighier
pilot, as. vietims of his twin Vickers

Is Bll relvant (0 oday's youh? The
day of the ivory hunter is done, but 50 is
Kil Cinons, And the mowt ardent
admirer of Columbus camnt reiscovr
America. Bell was a patiot, serving his
nation in three wars (W.W.11 in the Home
Guard). He was a great rifleman and fine

ind artst with a delightful dry humor and

adventures
an Elephant
(1949),

abiliy to enal
his books, Wanderings of
Hunter (1923), Karamojo Safari
SR g A ()
™ Bell died in 1954 on his
Highland buste “Comimolle” pur
chased with ivory money
1f his quaitics ever become obsolete, it
will be a world far worse than Orwell's
“1984." Townsend Whelen's epitaph is
uniquely appropriate. “The sailor was
ome from the sea; th hunter home from
X (]

the hil
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