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GABON

LAND OF

Imagine, if you can, “pink” elephants living side by side
with fanged aquatic antelopes that climb trees.

Fantasy? No. True inhabitants of Gabon’s strange forests

BY FRANK E. DELANO









and the Congo, a country of strange

tribal customs, witch doctors, dense jun-
gle and sunlit savannas—and an unspoiled
territory for hunting. It is a low country, bi-
sected by numerous rivers and swamps; it is
hot, humid and exciting. There are few roads,
and, except for some air service, almost all
transportation is by water.

Among the interesting game that roam un-
disturbed through the dense jungle and across
the wide savannas are gorillas, situtunga, yel-
low-backed duiker, elephants of 30 to 90
pounds ivory, and a small, but very aggres-
sive, West African or dwarf buffalo. On a six-
hour trek through the forest, I saw fresh
tracks of yellow-backed duiker, gorilla, buf-
falo, situfunga, leopard, elephant, bush pig
and the great lizard.

Maurice Patry, famous white hunter of the
area, has his base camp at Setté-Cama, 250
miles south of the town of Port Gentil. I ar-
ranged to fly from New York to Paris via
TWA, and then by UAT the next day to Dou-

G abon, West Africa, lies between Cameroon
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alain the Cameroon. From here  transterred
fo 8 DC-0 and flew to Librevile, the capital
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In Gabon, unhke mosl other Atrican coun-
tries, You pay anly for what you've actuslly

, for example,

$10'in Gabon. Tn Kenya, e cost o $320 for
the firt eleghant, $280 for the second, with

2o third license issued. The limi Ghnls
s h game permit
Gabon is $60, compared to $140 in Ead Nn

license for sea or river fishing is
abon. My big-game hunting nmm, oalia

for three months, entitled me to kill three
clephants, six bufaloes, four mnlungu, two
bongo, three yellow- duiker,
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special license s needed for gorill
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e aronnd his 1000-square-

mile hunting preserve, one at Badinga from
which T hunted my gorilla, another at Iguéia,

T found! that 1 did ot take the right cloth-
08 forthe time ofyear T went to Gabon,ro

ing on the g n East Africa. It
was very hot in Gabon, and I soon stripped to
Shorts. and no shirt. Raingear is extremely

important n this humid ares, a the rainfall
this year measured about 25 (In New
York City, i's 42 inches.) Sever Moo
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At right is one of the strangest quarries imaginable—a “pink’

lephant.

ace the basis for an adequate wardrobe.

we returned through the lagoon toward camp,
catching that night's dinner.
One of the most unusual trophies to be
i o b 4 plab” ot Tk
that most of Gaborvs elephants have pink
ok 4 #ll n aosdey, Wt fouetere Saie
good and plausible reasons for the
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finds its way to the elephant’s tusks, which, of
course, are bis incisar teeth, Other sourees,
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including the food in this area, may also con-

East African and other ivory. It is “hard,” as
compared to the “soft” East African ivory.
The elephants are not all small tuskers, but
can carry ivory up to 90 pounds. However,
about 25 percent of all the elephants in Gabon
seem to have single tusks.

Another extremely rare trophy to be found
in Gabon is the unusual and fascinating ante-
lope called the chevrotain aquatique. I first
learned about the animal over a lunch in
Paris with Francois Edmond-Blanc, one of
the world's greatest living hunters (SPORTS
AFIELD, April 1963). This animal can barely
run on land, spends 90 percent of its life in
the water, has fangs instead of horns and
sometimes eats meat! I had some difficulty in
securing permission from the Gabonese gov-
ernment to shoot a chevrotain, but finally
heard over our radio at the base camp that
it had been granted. I was fortunate enough
to shoot one atter several days of hunting. 1t
is now at the American Museum of Natural
History in New York.

The animal weighs about 30 pounds, has
short hair and a rather elongated jaw, and its
front legs are quite a bit shorter than the
rear legs. The male has two fangs or tusks
instead of horns and a beautifully colored,
gray-brown coat with a white, horizontal
stripe and white markings under its throat.
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The _chevrotain uqunuque Js_prebistorie
aod, ks the rhino, has't o in
y k

feed on special fruits, leaves

mall rodents. If on land when spooked,
it dives for the water; then it behaves like
the situtunga, largest of the aquatic antelope.
All a hunter can see above the water's sur-
face is its nose.

Although these antelope are described as

“rare” (Patry hadn't seen one in 16 years),
it is my conviction that there are numbers of
them in existence. “Rare” applies most ap-
propriately to the difficulty in finding one. I
was fortunate in seeing five or six because of
their habit of emerging only to feed.

The chevrotain is a fair climber, frequently
taking refuge in the lower branches of trees
when attacked. Some say that when it is pur-
sued by hounds, it will jump, to hang itself

upon a branch by its hooked canine tusks
until the danger is over. Its enemies are nu-

, lizards and

man

Chevrotains aquatiques always live close to
water, on islands in lagoons or along the
banks of rivers in the equatorial rain-forest

shore of one end of an island in a dugout



canoe. Then Laurent, the head tracker, and
his men would start walking through the
forest at the other side of an island, beating
two sticks together and shouting as they pro-
gressed. When I heard them approach, say a
half mile away, I would maneuver my canoe
to the mangrove edge, get out and walk closer
to shore. I stood in water perhaps two feet
deep, so that if a chevrotain jumped in from
the land, T could at least hear it. I heard sev-
eral hit the water the first day, but couldn’t
see one. On the second drive across another
island that same day, I saw two chevrotains
leap into the water about 20 feet from me. As
1 walked toward the spot, two large crocs
slithered off the bank—I got out of there fast.

The second day's hunt was complicated by

Ruger Blackhawk and carried the .44 carbine.
Good croc insurance! At about three o'clock,
after six hours patrolling in the canoe, I heard
Laurent and his boys off to my right. Taking
astand in the dark mangrove swamp, I glued

my eyes on the bank. Suddenly two or pos-
sibly three chevrotains jumped into the water.
One came swimming rapidly in my direction!
At about ten feet away, he must have seen me,
because he submerged completely. When he
came up, he was 15 feet behind me—and
swimming very fast. I shot him with the 44,
At the sound of the shot, two more leapt into
the water almost at my feet, and I grabbed
one by its left rear leg. Fortunately, one of
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Laurent’s boys, seeing my predicament from
the shore, ran up, and together we captured
the live male chevrotain. After retrieving the
male that I had shot, we climbed into the
canoe with the two chevrotains. I wanted to
get the canoe out of the dark shore area into
the sun, so I could photograph. To my knowl-

, the movies I took are the only ones in
the world of a live African chevrotain aqua-
tique in its natural habitat.

The second canoe soon appeared, and I was
able to organize some very special photogra-
phy. The live specimen was very determined
to make its escape, but we held his legs to-
gether, being careful to avoid a bite from his
sharp fangs. I photographed his entire body,
with close-ups of the amazing tusks. Since T
had permission to take only one chevrotain,
I reluctantly let the live one go, knowing full
well that any 200 in the world would treasure
such a rare animal.

oo, eve. proticted, ‘aid o HURGHE oL
et g drtlnen. Hoevar, special permits

ined to shoot the chimpanzee and
the ganlln. T can testify that hunting the lat-
ter is tough, nerve-wracking and difficult, as
the hunter is forced to track the densest parts
of the rain forest, wade leech-infested swamps
and endure many hardships.

Hunting in Gabon is excitingly different
fros Eait Btcdea—the geme, the lad, the

imate and the people were all ne
1% loks ‘experalve VHah et ot Afstzan.
safaris, and the rewards are great.
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01 of the moyt sl aspeots of this small water-dwelbug sutelope is fhat in plaa of the smal soikad
antlers of its race, this little fellow sports a pair of sharply curved, serviceable fangs.




