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considered the African elephant the great-
game on carth, and my lifetime desire

this clepl
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at the ouaet of the
e the small ins e hitting Nar.
O ke 9 e e

We finally made camp on a slight ridge, deep.
in the tse-tse fly country, under a group of aca-
cias. Elephants had watered nearby the night
before, by boring deep holes in the bed of a
sand river, where their keen sense of smell
bad told them of hidden water, The

covered with elephant pad marks that extended
for some miles on the backtrack as well.

In spite of the long day, John's old cook soon
iad's e doner rendy by the tive the bors
had all the tents up. To be served a three-
course dinner ater ‘& day of

the evening before, but he had not been to the

track a couple of

miles and found his larg, fresh tracks crossing
the tracks of the day

th my 476 Weatloy Richards double rifle

sl a
about. the terrible thormush of Atricn
Ldid ot fin it o5 hrd to gt through s
cactus of M
A sorme e s, the v grest ol
began to feed, and aftr snother Tl we found
their huge droppings some seven or eight inches
diamoter. The boys immediately pushed fin-




gers and toes into the balls to determine their

o Toue ey lghiad wp whar, ey

the droppings still ver

porsslowly catehing our
o sty sl fro o et

but the elephant’s stride is so great that he can

cover dlstances  an unbelievable speed. After

and we knew they had found shade from the
hot sun,

The air movement was very erratic, first one
way and then another, The boys would dribble
fine dust from their fingers constantly to
and test the air movement, We had o shift di-
gectons {requently on secount of wind chacges.
The 20 sl s to be barly ot on
b coodbnd o cient
Ay g

located the pair in very dense

sight ove to the lephant and siopped there

back and sat down under the doubt-
T e o & ik oo el o e
and waited. Finally. little Galu worked in and
motioned us forward as the giraffe left the

wind had changed, making it necessary
for va fo sivcle sround s S ot bilers e
appro e bus

s, now in plai
bty vt ol ol S
moved one foot forward at & time, stepping
Syl R ok tels s i
caretl not to cruah any dred or snap
b i alne il senchied s i B
™ ere Dot very big serhacs, ha
Iargest 1 had ever seen. Both were very old,
probably 70 to 100 years of age. They stood
head-to-tail. their great ears slowly fanning
d forth as they attempted to catch the
slightest sound. Occasionally the tail of one
would switch at a fly. We could hear the rum-
ble of their great stomachs and intestines. There

heat
kst d diffrenly trom th
in other animals: the ‘about
18 inches above the bolwm of the chest, right
between the two fron
Highis s e+l desies 6 U e
e of the ear
he bull that stood quartering toward us had
the tip of the left tusk broken off and his right
roken in the middle. The rest of the
tusks looked quite black from the gum of bark
he had peeled from trees. He was immediately
rned.
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The bull quartering away from us was a






besuty, fully 1 fest il A buge tusk 8 ull four
‘and carried

r tusk yet and

jould curl up and test the faint

boy with the huge tusk never s el
high enough for us to get a look at his left tusk.
His trunk ext down to within a few inches

of the groind and hopelsely covared ou view

& iven m...n the big bulls
rwapped postins

ty and was getting set
forward & few feet and taks the big bull 2e he
eart shot, when suddenly
almest stopped beating. There was no
tusk at all on the let side

od untl both bulls had again setied
Aephariiyh el . T could see
old boy's left eye looking right at us, but be-

line the boys

up against two very big bulls and
ol e R et s bt et
hand lephants and not trophies. 1 had not been
nervous in the least, so I knew when dlA ot
my chance that I would be able to shoot
m s s i e i s
hunting.

large number of elephants roamed that sec-

e ot b e i o I 54 o
on the alert, for one never knows w}

he will run into  wounded elephant. A week
before our arrival, a man had been killed a few
‘miles west of our camp. Two local hunters from

fanyon, trying to fll their elephant licenses,
had run into a wounded cow that charged in-
stantly. One hunter had a 375 Magnum and he

city of the elephant
:yond human comprehension. A. C.
Robbie, who owns a big farm out of Manyoni
ts for elephants and. rhinos near
and on his farm each year, told us of ane exper-
ience he had. At the lower end of his farm is a
{amous elephant waterhole where he and the
game department have built a platform high in
& om0 nkrastud peopls it wd
nMWnph wid clephants in I salty. (Tangan-

it anyone from shooting within
P R o
watirhole sarly ne marning 1o see f he could
pick up a big bull track and follow him out to

Jowes end of the waiachols, fumped the
small creek below and
Tooked aror ndnw-mnn{-bnulso
elephants coming up. reek toward the
weibols fo gl i ik and bath. An
a young calf was in the lead, and
the litde fellow persisted in taying behind. The
lady w ront, where she could
i L e ey o
ulled i out i front and gave th toto
# sparking with ber
SN Sk ke sk o o
oy il i e Tl B Ho i b
jie had crossed he stopped
ears shot out and he shoved
is little trunk down in Robbie's tracks.
oot > Sna & B e et Tt
toto ran back to his mother and held it up to

the end of her trunk. Instan

ly she samged, b
d to the

rd. No one just how long the
clephant lives, but it may be well past the age of
ian elephant. Old trophy bulls are very
i G iy B v ok s Yo eps
skt bull ith them to sound the slarm in

. Two Whits Hunters
nesing theee

This is just T wh burcns ke
Dt ok lghant o 2 o
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in the light of the headlarmps. 1 wondered what
‘would happen if we had run into a herd of ele-
phants or 4 rhino.

We had driven in a wide
camp. We hiked along at a fast
or 50, then turned ba
used coming out and o the sand river. Finally,
By the tine the s was well up und bt than
the hinges of Hades,
phant waterhole, or ‘what passcd for & watar-
hole. The huge beasts had dug down some four
foet with foot and tusks, then had bored holes
on o water with' their trunks. An el
Lyt it gl T Loy

circle west fi







‘waters ouly about once every thres days, sioring
enough to last him for the long trek back into
the bush. The nlder the bull, the faxthes fracs
water he will go before daylig!

“The boys circled and pioked up the tracks of

the flint hard ground, John or I would pick them
up. When we lost the tracks, some of the boys
would pick them up, so that we continued at

covered a good ten miles from the waterhole by
noon and c our jeep trail. Here John
Srsgwd « s st il e 3¢ s s
and bring back the big truck with water. John
knew we would n th transportation and
water when we got back out to the trail. We
tracked the bulls for another mile before they
stopped to feed. Here, one great bull had pushed
over & big tee, hi huge pads pushing.a foo or
more into the sand as he had strained with all
i strength to uproot the big tree. The elephants
had fed on its top branches, then had gone on
again, seemingly trying to get as far from that
il watachols s pesitls baftrs soppiog. By
2'pim. 1 had blstered the balls of both my e

"The teacks then mixed with those of & big
herd of cows and calves. The latter had crossed
after the bulls, obliterating the faint tracks they

gone we heard cows trumpeting shrilly, My
arm hurt until I could ot sit still, and there was
practically no shade from the great heat of the

fi

#0d atter an howr o¢ 0 lhe native tracker came
ba ed, “Piga tembo, Bwana?” I im-
medmlely olowed e sative theough the o
bush, being e nlmful not to make noise. It
was very thick and we had to twist and
crawl under |hurn-c<w!red limbs that hung in
every direction.




' John later told me that he and the boys had
worked through the cows and seen nothing of
the four bulls. As they headed back to us, John
heard the thump of a tusk against a tree bole.
All listened. and when they heard it a second
time they began a stalk toward the noise. They
found four bulls asleep. Three askari bulls were
turned head-to-tail. Two were very large but
young, with small ivory; the other chap was
younger and smaller. A big bull stood some
seven yards to their right facing into the wind.

When we approached John, I asked him if this
was another left-hand elephant. He assured me
this one had both tusks and looked like a 75- to
80-pounder. We were sitting about 100 yards
from the elephant. I shoved my safety ahead on
the 476 Westley and we slipped up as quxetly as
mice to within 40 yards. bull
quartering, very shghﬂy away from me, nnd 1
could see one long, heavy tusk projecting out of
the lip a good four feet. John said he and Galu
had both worked down as near as possible, and
as far as the wind would allow them, and they
could see the curve of the other tusk going out
and up behind the huge trunk. He was a very
old and heavily built bull. His tail had very few
hairs left, indicating extreme old age. His big
right ear slowly fanned back and forth to cateh
any sound; his three askari guards were also
listening.

Well knowing that if I gave him a brain shot
the three askari would likely charge us, T held
my lips to John's ear and asked him a three-
word question: “The heart shot?” He nodded
assent, Sizing up the huge chest cavity, I saw the

se behind the right foreleg was too far for-










ward, but the left front leg lined up exactly with
the center of the chest where th

1 eased the small bead sight until il
chest.

at a 30 mph
three askari bulls following. I pulled the big
rifle down out of recoil, swung with the running
bull and gave him the second barrel in the heart,
but it entered a little farther to the rear.
At once little Galu and John set out in a hard

empties off the ejectors and dr them into
ket. Goyo shoved two more solids into
the chambers me on

was necessary, for Galu and Goyo had seen the

dust fly from the impact of the 520-grain solid
and Galu told him it was placed just right.

we reached the trail we found the na-

tive driver with the truck and a big canvas bag

of cool water. I believe I drank a gallon before

I quit o i my tissues soaking it up at

each swallow. John said he and some of the

return the next day to take some

pictures, cut out the ivory and front feet and

driver and couple of the boys to pick up the
natives who wanted to share the elephant meat.
A truck loaded with natives arrived in camp late



that night. Where or how they slept I'll never
know, but at daylight they were ready to go.
This proved to be a terribly hot day also, but
Galu supervised the job of cutting out the ivory
until it got to the critical stage; then the little
tracker would take over and do the delicate

had carried a lot of water with us this day but
it was all used when we turned the wild nig-

ogs loose on the elephant. 1 had never seen
such a sight. They removed the hide in huge
strips and immediately started cutting out large
chunks of meat. The women hid all around us
in the bush, roasting the meat with small fires,
while they ‘cut pieces of it in long strips for
hanging over the thornbush to dry into biltong.
One native ran & spesr down into the paunch 1o
let the gas escape. The natives had a very curi-
ous pipe that they all took a pull on before
commencing work. Soon they were inside the
elephant cutting out any fat they could find
around the kidney:

A near o I could measure, my slephant went
11 feet tall at the shoulders and his front
il yssarad S0 mehad stat SFying & oot
Rowland Ward records one elephant of 22 inches
and one of 21 inches and several of 20% inches.
Heavy ivory does not always grow on the largest
elephant. Russell Douglas showed me photos of

pounds for the lighter one. The larger the drop-
pings, the larger the elephant, and if the food
has not been well chewed it indicates old age
and bad teet

For the top sport of all big-game hunnng, 11l
take the elephant and would like to go again
with John Lawrence and those little trackers.




