HUNTING RHINOCEROS ON
THE UPPER NILE

By EWART S. GROGAN
Author of “From the Cope 0 Coiro”

tenant Cape, R. A., was in command of the
station, and together we went into the

Shuli country for a few days’ hunting.

e pitched our fents under a large tree
sbont 2 quarte of a mile from 3 populous
Shuli villge, hoping thercby to induce the

anlives 1o gh U S w0 ot

Sn Samuel Baker gave the Shulis a
iplendid. reputation as keen and feales
hunters, a re T regret to
w, my tnnnly e o e vp o By

baksheesh and promise of mi
34 preval vpon, suitlry geatiemen with

more’enthusiasm than craft to stroll about
the country. But for several days their
were not productive of startling re-

sults. There certainly was or had been a

bull ginaffe somewhere in the vicinity, as
i consecutive d

with no | lmle

n,
assumption of acumen,
w0 to seven days old.
fooghniiis el 3 leading us a
weary tramp for hours over sun-baked
stones and through ingenious thor
the course of which we ascended a_hill
higher and more inaccessible than the Mat-
terhom, even went so far as to declare that
he had seen the beast. To bur outthis
statement he summoned by a peculiar
whistle snothee shlerly opdmibe, whe
emerged from a thorn tree and averre
that he had been vatching the ginfic ince
elderly optimist number one had lefe him

in the carly morning. He assured us in

crecping and mysterious caution of the
climax of a stage villainy we approached

the bush and found a sun-baked patch of

our levored to fairy tales and
e sacboable alipaps of chldbood:
AT ¥ cr hiper o o (gl
et nothings or gased inw
the afimomible skie.
e naé oo bot that e eves fered 85
see one, dreading the horible cam;
might tnsue. At any te, we refvained
Grom godless hours Tot & fow!daysy sod
sipped our moming bohee in gentlemanly
o
e —
oelock we were sitting in our deak chairs
ing down upon the vast valley of the
e, hich s s e sel showed In il
s taraifold detal fur below, Oue cam
was on the summit of the ridge whic
folml the, divide between the thankless,
loios sod the sy bl of e
N Valkey, and the endless rolling grass
upllndn of lht Shuli country. Hence our
v y cxwnsive but of vasied
Titwrmt, T the e strechnd billew wpou
billow of groen downland; ever thing in its
unending waves, till it smeared the far
horison with & purple seresk vaguely
vgpistive of lackiculalle distioce:” T
troslew ety ppesled 1 our lmagin=
ation, and we wor have given much to
pencnate it s av 3t undivlged
e, Tt i ey Jepe Cope' w.ﬂ..
radius s ll<. and
ack b Lok R d i
Vi o of the it .ﬁ’m
b Abicun Unkaowns, A o of ot
its sccrets have, however, al.rudy been torm
Gt by, e, st Amesian seplore, D,
Dooatdson Seith e
To the west IA the
Nie, 3 sonchound

at basin of the
waste, scarce
d by wide-spreading_acaciss, and

e romastreiliod comaes of panriesbls
strcamlets that, oozed from the sun-baked



“Cope's gun spobe, and the grat buller ** ¢ phunped ight soally on the bewc’s hide”
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hile aod sroggled dhiough, che danciog
heat of the lowlands to join the Nile. The
bend of the Nie irelf and the smail ke
abore Wadelai showed like il spuhes

in the strong focusing of davn and ve,
but during the cruel heat of day wra
themselves in clinging folds of mist, T

out. whose shroud the streaming
water blinks ing flashes at the

sun when the mist parted to the fickle
breeze.

When the storm cloud lowers and the
sky-rending sheets of flame stagger the
welkin o its utmost reach, and bring out
the turmoil of salient fearures in bold re-
licf, or when the whole land sobs in con-
tent and bursts with responsive green to
the warm splas e rain, it is 3
country of surprising beauty. But as it
lies for many weary months pa
neath that withering sun, when d
Mo o bV o s blm.

hen tree stems split and rocks sear,
hot irons, the unwary fingers that touch
them, then it scems that the curse that
blights the Afiican soil has touched the

hostl

our pipes risc in the viscid air, hang ex
ot of the breeze, and varish in the
yaiing. Ealy as it was, the miss were
buking in the gens, the witherd loes
were crinkling together stil, the thom pods
Tarat withi et alen; critklay thexomasl
ids crouched in cach shady spor, and
n-mouthed for even-
128 brosse, The carte bewsd thei heads
and sought cover of the trees. Even the
goats walked staidly or laid down to
sive chewing of what the cool morning
hours had brough.

We congratulated ourselves that we had
ot sgain ‘besa laveigied Tato. that hart-
breaking quest of the ephemeral giraffe,
and swore that nothing would draw us
from camp but buffalo, which Cape was
particularly anxious to_obtain.

A stir ran through, the sphinxlike
groups of watching Sk, Tho focting
of interest spread to us. We glanced up
and saw our untiing optinist svinging
with giant strides across the hill. Deep in
our_hearts we cursed
A8t ¢ Tow ooty oty
cbony, white-teethed, grinnin w
as Cape's ordesly, was e commoored

. the tall,
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master of ceramonie, approachied with
stately salute o men
wished to speak. At the query ‘Cira?
he grinned more comprehensively still, and
with majestic wave significd that the Shu-
lis_might approach the Presence.

The eldcly opimise and an sgiated
youth, with the curved glass-stick of the
Shotls distoetng Bis Iowee lip, marched

cefully, squarted on- their
rentially laying down their
weapons, and, as their custom is, ga
abstractedly into the heavens, wafting fo
us to speak. As is npfm:nﬂu on u-ch
occasions, we acknowl
Wherest they utared satiafied gx\mh, -
languidly pursued our convemation o its
lose. Then we tumed to them and asked
el they brough

The clderly ‘optimist, in a manner not
unknown at_home, proceeded to meander
through a sinuous mes
course of which he detailed to, s his
family tree, our pursuit of , the
last year's famine, the weather prospects,
all of which was sprinkled with vague allu”
sions to buffalo_and rhinoceros. At inter-
vals we made efforts to confine him to the
desired thread; cfforts which, only en-
e im more ineiably than befor.

When he at last emerged
the agiated youth plungs in s wiapped
the matter in superadded ever-cumulating
wildness of phrase. At length he too
failed. Then their Dinka chaperon, who
had listencd with unmoved countenance to

L]

from camp; that the buffalo were lying
s & Gon 4nd would ot o
uing the great bt of he day.

This sounded good enough. We were
spon making our preparations for the
chase. The lou thrown
ST aad cid ol tained ganty and thomme

scored gaiters took their place. We donned
our heaviest boots for protection against
the blistering soil, and glanced the
bareels of our rifles for lurking hornets
nests (a joke occasionally perpetrated by
thote perlaten insects on upmapecing
sportsmen).

P ook sy beloved ol burled: 305
and my grand old barker, the Holland an
Holland double barrelled hammerless four-
bore, which weighs twenty-six pounds, and
hrony with b Doy fouimen doicd
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of powder a four ounce ball. Cape took
his double cight smooth bore and his
double .303. Our two guides meanwhile
stood motionless as storks, showing no
trace of the excitement which stirred with-
in their dust smeared shell. When we
emerged ready from our tents they turned
like wel tmined bounds loowed from the
leash and broke into a determined tror.
we swung across the wide sunburnt i
fids the hushed excited hum that mur-
mured in the village showed the interest
that was flt in our success. Buffalo. meat,
! is now a own luxury, as that
feucful blight, the rinderpes, s nwept
the Upper Nile as clean as it has
whole Tretch of Bastscs Afrce, witbwiog
yith s pestlntial breath the countees
myriad mighty yhich once litenlly
abad (bt coient bom morth tu sl
om the smooth Sebds e, ram
down the wold-beetling crags of Eu-
slope, through giant trees shooting far
above the tangled undergrowth, across
great stony, thirsting wastes, picking our
way between miles of unyiclding thorn
scrub, over rolling
Blackened beyond rcogaiion by the
trating ash of burnt weeds, whose AE:nrd
canes tore and spared not, along a water-
course wrapt in the soothing shade of
Sy sl crecying plants and
feathered rush we made our way, till a
last we emerged into a parklike m..."y,
whese the aew g wus sproutlng,
ned me fickle storm cloud
That had pased the "Murrounding regions
by. Then, and n then, our guides
Fautsd i theis meary trots, The heat
was beyond belief. The perspiration had
loughed dirty courses through the thick
Eorer of diat sad st which covered
from head o foor. Our clothes hung in
more_pitiful tatters than ursed
e fouchloun ey bitea 'Ilhuper in
the great roar o that
from sortured man. What can men in
town, write songs s praise
know of that aching ball of fire which
slowly wanders from cast to west an
leaves a clean-swept track of desolation in

and dreamed of damp, thawing, wind-bleak
streets as havens of sweet content!

The natives told us that we were near
the buffalo. They wrapped their goatskins
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closer round their waists, balanced their

by ste,
which hovered in a chamber in the gor
below. It was underneath this o That
the buffalo were supposed to

e ach took our double s

paralel lincs st 20 yads apart

From badh o bush, from tree trun
ek, by weogda; O nanits dopped
behind and crouched in the bushes, where
they dirccted our movements with fren-
zied gestures. Closer and closer we ap-
proached, till we reached the top of the
short gentle slope that led down to the
level patch beneath the broad mimosa
tree. Behind this patch were some small
bushes and a line of dense rceds growing
in a small stream; beyond that again was a
sharp slope, which led up to the inter,
rupted plateau from we now g
down on the level of the watercut. On
the ridge we_paused, crouching low behind
the grass. The sunlight was so dazzling
that in the contrasting shade thrown by the
tree at first we could discer nothing. As

my eyes became accustomed fo the
T at @ distance of forty yards o long
convex. mass, whid
Ant Bl Timas endesyorigio pi
the deail when a sudden change in the
faint breeze chilled the perspiration on my
neck At the same instant the mass
moved. A huge beast reared up, and

showed sgainat he bright light beyand the

ovelapping lip, the two horns, the bigh
head, the cirs sert, the massive chest,
= great lumpuh neck, nmod out o de”
cisive silhouerte, He was
tns and rwitching e nosels %0 ful o
that alarming scent. Again the chill on
my neck warned me to be_quic
arose on all fours 1 fired the .303 at his
shoulder. Cape, from whom the brute had
Tk b by ol ek s e s
ment and fired as the animal turned to my
shot. Two more cow rhinoceros rose at the
report, and all three, after a litdle prelim-
inary pirouetting, during which 1 gave
the bull my second barrel, crashed away
through the bushes and into the reeds.
Shicks as of an engine in its death
5, wild squeals and thundering grunts
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showed their course. We both rushed down
the slops to e sl of the tre. Ax we
one bru for s
) Al the. shy o the p o
eoiin e 2 s, bth e b
barrel, It was' the work of bu a moment
to dash through the bushes, pluage into
the reeds, scramble up d bank of
the menm. :mngt on mg slope. Cape
rushed u course of the one at
whih b h-d just ﬁmd while 1
sce if the others had branched off or gone
the same way. was oo stony
to carry much spoor, but, fortunately, ot
was a little water in the stream, and the
wet mud from their feet told an casy tale.
As 1 suspected, they had branched; I found
the tracks of the one which we
hit, and a picce of soft ground showed me
that it was not the bull. Thus we had two
wounded, and it behooved us o be careful.
Trsoun o e, ks ‘o Wi, e
The strong indentations of their toes
wed that they were traveling, and the
brightness of the splashes showed
it least had hot
i e vt they o Gt 4t
right angles, and were evidently keeping
w ge.
Satisfied that they were not in dan-
gerous proximity (I don't like wounded
thinoceros on my immediate flank),
the slope and joined Cape.
stony piece of
ground. Immediately in front of us there
was 3 bare atip of ground, but beyond
that endise vitas of just high
nough to inoceros, N thomny
Shough to prevent achwify a case of 3
charge Tt was a nasty countey in which
w0 follow a wounded beast, and cspeially
nasty when there mp ned to be two.
Meanwhile my boys had joined us. We all
cast round for spoor to indicate the direc-
tion. sudamlLLuw-nJ.. my best shikri
(f he might d o' shikari), whistled.
We huried up, and found he trcks lead-
ing straight into the bush. The
walking. He was cuhcr ik or hop b
“auty¥ Cy eight-aia
I took my double four ot ready for
emergencies. As we advanced cautiously
through the cover about twenty yards
apart an angry squeal warned us. A rhi-
theough the buhes ity
us for a moment,
Then ewang. touad and ccaehed obliquely
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away. Ca ke, and the great
bul.lu whenitled rhrP:ugh the ai md
“plumped” right royally on the beasts
hide. A protesting grun greeted the ball
but the gmre held on its way without a
his size we recognized him as

he bull 8 prudence to the winds
vying with one

thorns shricked as they took toll of our
rags and buried themselves decp in our
esh to rankle as lasting souvenies of that
great hunt, the sun blazed, the perspira-
tion rolled in great streams, the country
danced in the terific heat, our boys lost
their fear and became more cager even
than we; four-bores scemed as feathers,
s the mad procession of flecing rhino,
straining men, and sweating negroes
strcamed provdhivhesin. o g
the fierce zest of that mad chase we dashed
Hlindly ahead till o long whisle called_us
o out semes. We glnced round. The
Bithfl Zowasi, with eys saing o
h.. head, pointed despeumly n foat, 1
b oo ush and saw
nulhmg bur the dammg waves of heat.
Then it flashed upon me. Not fifteen yards
away the evil face of the brute watched us
m between two trees. The cight-bore
backed, the four.bore roared
white smoke wrapped us in, a
rernal folds, queals rent the i
ekl {n thelr cie e the
deared, the evil vision had gone,
and agin the wild chase began. Over
stonestewn ridge, through rsping isips
of withered grass, along re
course, in and out between ﬁtm \Iurchm
thoms, down gentle slopes, whe woht
carh ook, shap impresions of i
we kept the terif . The wild dance
121 v slng the ioiasd villey, vp the long
gorge, and out on to the great fermace which
overlooks the Nile. The last sharp rise
had winded the beast. The spoor told us
that he was going slow and the dragging
el i g il ke
slmost cun, Near th top o the sha
incine anethe spoor oo which
Tollavwing. Just below the ridge
Yas & liap oF buitie; bire the bull bad
Liin down, while the other had cvidently
whlkid soud sd sowd smdesvosing 1
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urge him to fresh efforts. The blood-
flecked foam told of the poor brute's pite-

ous plight. Knowing that he must now be
close, we slackened our pace and peered
cautiouy over the edge on to he long
ping slope in 1 soon saw them

croling, sopaber wedes a o suvonssdod
by small bushes. We approached to within
seventy yards, when one suddenly rurned
and faced us. He squealed with rage,
stamped the ground, and looked ke charg-
ing. It was useless to fire at him thus
g us, and as the other offered a fair

bullet went home with a decp thud, and the
recipient dashed off 3t 2 tremendous
pace down the int he other tumed
Sharply snd recetved the contests, of
Capes eight-bore, He stumbled off at
it angles and stood again under a tree.
s cdenty near. We cept up
close and Cage finished the poor beast’s
roublen ik Sy shot babioa rane H
diopped like a stone with all four legs
undagaeath Wiz, We want. up. to hiea
thinking that he vas dosd Buj a8 Cape
passed in front of his nose, with a pro-
digious cffort he rose to his fore fect,
only, however, to gurgle o last defance
flop back dead.
Satisfied that he wag really dead, we
drained the last drops of our wat
girded up ous lolay and sorsowhuly cast
round for the other spoor. We were much
distressed at_having inadvertently wounded
the cow, and the sun was to exact a fear-
ful atonement for our crime. 1 had hoy
that my st shot would e fished the
unfortunate lady's days
found the spoor, the
showed that the ball had ente
back. After the ﬁnr burst she settled
down into that long swinging walk whic
whispers to the tired hunters of endless
aching miles. Our elderly optimist slipped
quictly away to tell the expectant wﬁa!e
of the great store of meat lying waiting
for the knife. But the agitated youth was
bitten with the fever of the chase, and
scomed the long miles if they would but
Peeg blood. Fls black fce seilrmed with
excitement and his yellow eyes rolled in
otases at the wondrous guns, which
ing down the much feared o
ol Saris of  mil fhé tack Ind
thoough long o and the quantity of
o follow, after
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that the rhinoceros had tumed down the
stony bed of a dry watercourse. We
lowed, thie o o lmg. without tpelog
any place where she could have climbed
up the bank.

An oocasional biood spot shomed that we
were right, but after a fime all trace van-
ished. Er

patch of sand. The absence of tracks
showed that we were at fault. We doubled
and hunted both banks. At asc T found o
r. This we followed till a small cob-
Vb stowed sway in 4 toepeint showed that
Do rackswas” ask uMisizotly Facent;
Fecling sure that she would
the water, we cast round between the
and the dry watercourse
picked up her blood tracks.
doubled along che donga and had climbed
ut near where she had entered. Thus we
Sould ooty have misvd coming, doser oa 1o
ity seconds. Disgusted at
gave her up, as
e sa was wellaigh, unbesrable. Bur we
owed the poor old lady the mournful duty
of putting her out of pain, and so we per-
severes

Following on her tracks, we soon saw
that the country opened out into great
rolling slopes with no bush. Only a few
finas oe seiall ol sioms of oves.
With our glasses we could sweep several
miles in front, but no signs of the thino
et our longing gu.

Tong we cursed that unluck
shot at what we had taken.to be the bull,
when at the very start she had usurped his
line_of flight.

The sun beat in giddy waves off the bare
ground, the hot puffs of wind crackled in
our parched, panting throats, our skin
seemed to gape as we could perspire no
more, and in front stretched out that great
sweeping sunswept waste. Somewhere in
that vast tract was the fast plodding rhino.
Utterly exhausted by the hear, we sat down
under a small tree and lit our hoping
1o be abe to s e moving, Evmey colling
ridge, cvery hollow, every tree we searched,
ut in The grass crackled in the sun
and drifted like paper ash at each hot
Blkks SEiwind,. Chud Al barials sonsed
blisters wherever they touched our flesh.
Adjctive: afte adecive we appled o the
poor brute.  All the w that she
T probably trekiing, but we would have
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that rhino if she traveled to the sea. Our

ipes smoked ill-temperedly because of the
L.'. and failed to soothe. Our boys spoke
in laughing monosyllables, s is the way of
natives in disgust. But time wi
and likewise the rthino. Pocketing

llnng the shadeless waste. After some

ime her spoor was joi € of an-
other, possibly the original third, but more
probably one whom she had met, as the

whole country teems with rhinoceros.
it vas discourging, as the presnce of
another might induce her to keep on
i Aessemiuation witiet
ever a wnrd we relentlessly left the long
mail track from
clai, and began
o descend the last slopes o the lewl of
leading, Zowanji fo
o behind, hea Cage sad the leogthien-
ing tail of boys. A perfectly bare sweep
lay before us, with one tree casti
.m.u ting of dark shadow. 1 was
slong, confident that the thino must be il
for shead, nji again whistled.
could sce othing il He pointed out the
s lying quite close to me. The sun
beating on_ her mud-caked hide made it
blend so perfectly with the red carth and
yellowish grass that I should have walked
sight up without secing e She sprang
10 hee foct. We both Bred, She made &
short dash toward us, but thought better
of it and rushed down a small slope on
 fut bod :l{-l:rr reeds. Here she turned
in and defied us. Again the heavy guns
S und round. seyersl
times, .ummd recovered, and dashed off
only to stop, however, under the next tree.

The .303s cracked, and in a wild chorus of
thankful yells she ‘toppled over, rose agin,
spun round, and bing subsided into the

last ch b the linie penci ke bullet
again ;5’ sad en'in%.m and the gume
oM e of plesslsirulian red s
last. We were sad men as we gazed upon
her grotesque, mi ol
one feels such a blatant upstart in the
presence of the pachyderms, when one
thinks of the unbroken line that dates
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back unchanged into the unthinkable ages
oF te pests 1 was sk sall coowiation
t find thar she was a very old cow, and at
least we had in some measure expiated
our unintentional crime. We took off the
teodes meat which Lis on the rbe
when boiled, makes an excellent substitute
o Tl s o bec and leaving our
amed tidbits such

i amaply repaid when he had carcfully
sccured the long tendons of the back,
which are in great request for bowstrings.
im journe ithou the o of
xiieieat yoiaed, sounding
Tiieved ous pifciogs by saking & d.g“
deviation from our previous course, which
resulted in the discovery of a small_pool
contaning a sevnty-fie per ent souion
recnish mud. It was “no true, no
e Hlppﬂ(renc. yet mud and all
slipped down with a smoothness that
the faded palat vaaly secks where e
“headed bubies winking at the brin
wheeling e i
Sone, 41, oo the din of wiieed nagro-
hood rent the peace of the glades.
We puabod theough tha sceeen of bushes,
d at our appearance the firce babel s
The squatted as
et it
‘Tada 6 the Loy Scire of wild, Jong-
limbed Shulis, all naked as the babe un-
born, clustered around and sharpened
spears and knives. In their gentlemanly
way they had possessed their souls with
ence_and awaited our permission to
waved assent. Immediately
ey cast off their proud restain, yelld,
hacked, and tore, broke into fierce wrang-
ling, gestculated, raved, pluaged thete
gaunt ams into the recking mass, and
we themselves to a wild camival of gore.
aving given dircctions as to the re-
moal of the head and fecg, we began
¢ weary tra The fragrant
Sionse GF ot s oF tos; S geohetl
cddying wreaths of smoke, clung with soft
warm_embrace around our weary hearts
and fanned to bright flame the restful
pleasure of batdles fought and won. Yet
it was sad to think of those strange lives,
surviving letters o e
pages of the put, sattred to il the
winds that b




