PORTUGUESE

EAST AFRICA

AS A HUNTING FIELD

By Howard

Portuguese territory on the east
const of Africa fifty varieties of
animals, ranging in size from nl!phnnu
to jackals, roam over the in
Gope SR [ i vt i

IN the Pungwe River district of the

THE AFRICAN HUNTER'S MOST COVETED
TROPHY.

park, in which the report of a sports-
rifle is seldom heard

Nowhere in the world is there any-

thing comparable with this territory and

its wild animals. ~ Hunters who have

the game districts of Southern

Mi-. Australia, and the Western Hemis-

re say
-unmm Talus bacids thoee of the anst

*The Pungwe River district i specially
favorable on account of its proximity to

here lines of

regular and frequent calls. There is no
necessity of making a long journey from

ampton and Cape Town it is possible to

C. Hillegas

reach Beira in six weeks at an expense of
about $900 from New York; but there
are several Tinas of freight ste

Sbout five wesks, Tha fares e
lines are less than half that of the mail
boats.

When South Africa was discovered the

phants and lions, and the settlers suf-

The wanton destruction carried
the early setlers, ho were setisiod with
horns and skins, practically annihilated
the game in that region, and caused the
remnants of the herds to escape north-
wards into the east eoast district, where
natural advantages and the absence of
hunters have combined in aswisting in
their propagatio

coast terriaey betwesn the Lics-
popo and Zambesi Rivers has vast num-
bers of game in every part, but the dis-
trict bordering on the Pungwe, which is

the continent. To make general state-
ments concerning this wonderful region
to invite incredulity, but it is almost
impresile to exaggerste fn spanking of
it. One specific instance was suffi

40 convers the wtee to the beliafthat e
who attempts to exaggerate concernin
the game in this region must be extra-
ordinarily adept in the art.

In the autumn of 1897, at the invita-
tion of several Beira merchants, a small
party of voyagers journeyed twenty
miles into the interior “to see their z00,”




From

emi-

as one of the hosts expressed it.
the limbs of trees situated on an
nence the party saw, through field-
glasses, more than sixty different herds
of game within a radius of ten miles.
Attempts to count the number of ani-
mals in even one herd were futile, owing
to their size and constant movement. A
hunter of twenty-five years’ African ex-
perience estimated that there were ten
S hoad f guma  tghi, Ameng
e herds were twes elephant, sev-
eeliphisglog il
zebra, antelope, giraffe and eland.
ie great foeding ground, which is
mentioned by Speke, Grak, Living.
stone and Stanley, begins within  fow
miles of the coast and extends several
hundred miles into the interior. It is
usily reached by rilrond, on horsaback,
r by sailing up the river, which
abound in hippapotamus and crocadile.
The country for the greater part is open
and free from the rank undergrowth so
frequent in tropical countries. The
streams are heavily wooded, and towards
the source of the Pungwe there are deep
forests in which elephant are plentiful
and rhinoceros numerous. Fever and
lions are the only dangers to which the
hunter is exposed, but both can be read-
ily avoided by taking proper precautions.

FRICAN CAMP.

Notwithstanding the fact that almost
every South African claims to have slain
a lion at one time or another, those
beasts continue to exist in large numbers
Inithe Purgre rgio, e wel e ficthr
inland. Even in the districts
e Sl i ety Avest s
terrorize the inhabitants, and the fron-
tiersmen are constantly armed on ac-
count of them.

Lions are more plentiful, however, far-
ther in the interior, especially north and
west of Salisbury, a territory which is
readily reached by the railway.
nativas il bundreds of thama by sctece
ing poisoned meat in the districts where
they abound, and the white settlers are
making systematic efforts to exterminate
them by setting gun-traps. Notwith-
standing these efforts to rid the country
of lions the sportsman will have ample
opportunity for excellent spart for many
years to come.

Pungwe district has not suffered
to any great extent from the ivory-hunt-
s e ceoqusnly Gedt il of -
phant sl roam aver the country. Only
veral months ago a playful herd inter-
et el i b I
and the north by tearing up the railway
tracks and breaking down the telegraph
poles. The Portuguese Government pro-




Portuguese East Africa as a Hunting Field

tects the elephant, to a certain extent,
by compelling hunters to secure a special
icense for shooting this game.

Although the hunter may be satisfied
with lions and elephant, it is the buffalo
and the various

abit this region, and
ry is sufficiently mild to prevent
game slaughter, but not too thickly
wooded to allow easy pursuit and a long
range of vision. The territory practi-
cally is an immense zoological garden, in
which every specimen of African fa
may be found in inconceivable numbers.
Within fifty miles of Beira may be
found, in addition to those already men-
tioned, giraffe, zebra, eland, haartebeest,
blauwbok, koodoo, gemsbok, vaalrhebok,
Klikspringer, - wildebeeste, hyena, wolf,
wild-dog, jackal, and a score of different
varieties of antelope a

For the sportsman who loves bird-
shooting there are almost as many vari-
ten of fowl as of animals of higher
gra

rich isas plntitl

Ti o Pacthbins souniss oo i
N in Gorman Bast Aftse, where
hunters make great fortunes by catching
the wild birds in corrals by means of ex-
tensive drives, in which hundreds of

307

natives take part. Along the Pungwe
there are wild ducks, geese, turkey, and
bustard in great variety and number.
Unless an extensive stay is meditated,
the hunter in the Pungwe district need
make no expensive preparations. All the
necessary camping paraphernalia can be

advisable not to make purchases in this
town, which has reached the point of civ-
ilization where taking advantage of a
siranger o horoughly ioders

The best season for shooting game in
this m'mn begins in April and ends in
October, but there are just as many op-

African summer. In th
game deserts the deep interior and finds
better grazing near the coast, where
there is little or no woodland. Sports-

men prefer season for many ree:
sons, ehwel‘nmnn( which is the one that
iro to avoid the possibaity of
umm!mni the deadly coast fever, which
translates healthy men into corpses in
less than ten hours. There is little dan-
ger of falling a victim to the disease be-
tween April and October, but it is advis-
able to use quinine frecly when travel-
ing in the district.

A FEAST IN PROSPECT FOR THE NATIVE HUNTERS.



