OUTING.

o wamion

T was our custom when on the march
to break camp a fore sun-
rise, and after breakfasting, so_soon
as the caravan got under way, C—

ach took two shikaris (or hunt-
ers) and a syce (or pony boy) and
hunted on cicher side of the ¢
keeping some six or les apa
in brde ot © conflier with cach oer
interests.

At the mid-day halr,
titink; Whn. o thie track oF i, not
il ‘evening, we met to talk over the

Vi O G pialialas

though some-

w h od to d
pare of the outti had been on the march
for several hours without sight of game,
when we saw a “wart hog

Wo snatlnd him for o short distuics,
and he suddenly disappeared,

On coming up to e spet, whers last
we had seen him, we found ourselves

Copyrighted, 1900, by the Ourime Pul

FEBRUARY,

No. 5.

1900,

.

A LION HUNT IN

SOMALILAND.
WRIGHT.

on the edge of a ravine; and there, not
twenty yards below us, grunting softly
to himself and rummaging sbout, was
¢ porker. Secing that he had no
fushes T 4 not sheot, sad
cveats mads e very thankful thet T had
not, for it was through his inssumental
ity ‘that larger fame, was secure d 1
owed him ¢ of gratitude.

The ravine to which he had led us
was one of those singularly beautiful
spots which one sometimes finds amid
stretches of the sur-
rounding country, places where Nature
scems to have stored those treasures
which she Jnmu! elsewhere. The sum-
mits of the miniature cliffs which formed

he sides of a
Iucl with the outside plain tht from

short dsance avay o scarce-

B cf resence. At the base of
e 5t el tempora-

hing Company. All rights reserved

the monotonous
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A LION HUNT IN SOMALILAND.

sily inactive river, and growing round
the oty worn Soullers which Ly
the bed, and clustering oo the
n( the cliffs in rich fusion, were fresh
green grase ad varlous Kinds of dense
S 1 b
reciating how much my pony
would s ooy thsting b nove o thr
(dér, as for the pas
il et rading
square_ meal, 1 decided fo stop for &
Ihnn time.
We i e Iing eveny minutcs o
cool. wod, enjoying ‘the shelter
hom « bldsing sam pd Weikhing the
o, when onc of the shikuin, wha
ad strolled up the ravine, returned
with the news that he had found the
Fresh track of o lion, which had passed,
he thought, only a few hours before.
e all then hastened to have a look,
S thia(athes| SHILLEE coRBISbIAR ik
opinion, we prepared to follow it u
"The heaview rile we had wnhhu-hwa.
‘which at

so0 Wincheter repester
nﬂ:

a
that e 1 ot
for lions, though I h-ve Vincs. Bund b
experience thi It is larks snough for
anything under an clephant or rhi-
noceros. So, deciding to have the
heavier ifl, if possible 3 g7 express,
the syce was sent back on the pony to
68 v b 1 aad e mae 5 ot
two shikaris went on in front of
me, going on the merage at 8 fut vall
which, when the trail became plainer, in-
creascd to a dog-trot. The pugs led
Sroryh the s o s St diclanco
and out over a rough, stony country,
where the men often lost them and had
to cast about for several minutes before
findng,them agin
Taos gl o i 1l oy B
4 couple of hours or more when we
game @ @ thick grove of buhes sevenl
hundre extent. The trail led
in at the denseet ;an of these, 50 to

e

mmuf in the opea The busbes.m were
0 favor

duen:mm of gettis
o el

im up, and unless we

a4

mped him within a few yards of us
e e unable to see him, So, sta-
tioning my men on one side of the
o ek tare -Co7 oad best. iy

wrmme,lwlmrlwudw side and
waited for
They hurled sticks and stones, to-

gether with opprobrious cpithets chosen
Somalian vocabulary as being
Eepecially seleatetod %o, mioks liokh 15
entment. His appearance, manners,
his_ancestors, all received
which, 1o say the least, was impalite;
0 no purpose, for he gave no
indication of his presence.

After many fruitless attempts © move
him, we concluded that we had made a
mistake, and_that he must ne on.
Suddenly, just as were preparing to
recast for the trail. there was a great
commotion in the bushes, sccomparied

sonorous deep-to we
could hear the lmn resking his way
out on the side

'We cushed, sa quickly as_ possible
round the bush, on? to see the tracks
which he had made & few seconds
before, but caught no sight of the
beast himself.

With rencwed energies we tan on,
the pugs being more casy t
e vas going very fast. He had taken
3 coune thiough the open spaces whid
Givided the ine of bushs, b we hur-
sied on in the hope of catching sight of
him when he should reach the open

wouad beysad. Thie e oot 1o be;
owever, for when we came to the last
clump of trees the topped short,
1nd bo miking & detour rasnd it we
found none leading out. So here he
vy agan.

grove in_which
culed wn of wd\ d|m=nnom that

was ing.
e o el o
burn him out. Tt was slow work, the
burning of the bush, which, lhm,;fh o
, owing to the lack
g s e vertically.
When the fire had been undes way
oy v
bringing with him the express rifle and
two camelmen to help in the tracking.
With the usyal carefl avention o or-
ders of 1
consiateat with his ers,
had brought no (anndgﬂ for the rifle,
50 1 must needs go on with the Winches-
ter alone.




o OUTING  FOR
We were now six, myself, two shi-
karis, syce, and the two camelmen.
Heavens! How long it took that
bush to burn! T had stationed all the
men on the opposite side of the bush to
me, and they were making a terrible
racket in order to induce the lion to

break my way.
The 50 hot that we
lost Bape, ‘whes, with s succusion of
angry roars, the lion sprang out of the
e towards the men, dashed straight

hrough them, scattering them cight and
left, and disappeared. of the na-
tives saluced hum with spears, but he

et a chance
i to say
the least, to be so close to the brute
and have him_escape without even the
satisfaction of a ut it is extra-

ordinary what judgment a lion ex-
ercises when he wishes ape his
guesvers. Lying concealed from view,
ut always in a position fo sce all that

is going on about him, he notes eve
e el
when their vigilance scems slackest,
givs the white hunter & rth and
Flags out towards the natives, &
ap..uy preferring to take his chances
with ien with whose get-up he
fa . Seldom will a lion submit
i mark, cxcepting when
he means business, that is, to give a
ake.

Well, there was no good crying over
spilled m.llg and nolhmg to do but do

it al s dead tired and
half nothing since
sunrise, and it was now almost in d

afternoon; but there was still a chance

before dark of coming up with our
friend, and it was well worth a litde ex-

tra cxertion, 5o on we went again, 1
now rode my pony, in order to let my
syce help in the tracking and also not to
fetard the pace of my men, who went

n 1 was not with them.
(Beety gt to sce che

Som work for all
the eorkd ks u eck T e ep-
ing pretty close together,

alang 3t 4 slow trof satil the Al
lost; then they spread out in different
directions; someone who finds it con-
veys the fact to the others by snapping
his ﬁn!um they all close up, and on
they erfect silence being main-
taine whole time. We retraced
our way slncst in- the Meaical line that

FEBRUARY.

we had come, and in a short time
the plce where we ad Bt jusmped the

T now dxlmuumed and left my pony
in charge o
ertl o s iumullv grove it was
Quife Tikely that Be would'stop some.
where on the outskirts. His track,
however, led us through some of the
densest parts of the undergrowth, and
as it was growing late our last remain-
ing chance was to try and sight him
Somewhere amongst
Taneing Al the mtadatiim e
one shikari, whom 1 took to do
T by e e 1

epths

nging into thelr
R et e neind

getting our

erc il at length we lose all
signs of rhe el SR e

way to

Jose then T e s sharp lutch on my
agm and my shikari whispered ex-
Yy

e pnumng % & spot some twenty e

.0,

l fol.lowed the direction he was
Ll el
nothing. “Point with the rifle,” 1 told
him; and, looking over the sights, saw
o pair of eyes as big as saucers peering
at us from under the bu

n as the lion found his pres
was known, he showed his duumfncnon
by displaying two rows of shining
ivories 'in 3 noiscless snarl. My shikari

was all this time twitching my slceve
and whispering, *Shoot, shoot; why n

shoot>” 1 told him ta shut up, Tud,
walking slowly towards !he brute wuh
rifle in readiness to shoot quickly in
case. e thould spring, ot within Shiea
yards of him. Even then it was diffi-
Cult to take a satisfactory aim, So dark
it beneath the bush that I could
ing of the lion cxcept the flick-
ng light of his eyes, and 1 did not
wish to wound our tend at such close
uarters. Several times I put my rifle
confidently 1o my LR A

it
A sudden,thegwia up|of bl besd

me the desired opperuaty, and 1 E«J
just between the

et carebiee b e Lasid e
again, and then waited far the result.
Apparently it was a dead lion, for we







b OUTING
heard no
sound, and 1
on looking
into the
bush found
a beautiful

xam
aRtion that

FOR FEBRUARY.

1 enjoyed it
almost as
much as
themselves

y second
shot had
nottouched

im.

The rest Ll were tied
of the men behind the

joined us almost immediately on hear-
ing the shots. They the lion
into the open and began i

to the accompaniment
t, low chant a very
picturesque sight, the dead monarch
of the jungle forming che center of
the group, and the half-naked m

with the ted glow of & sstring tne
reflected on their glistening skins.

1 THE ORVX.

saddle on the pony. 1 mounted, and we

sarted for camp, legeing the carcas of

the lion to be buri in the stomachs of

the hyenas and vultures—the last rest-
-place of every creature which dies

in_the o

o woa samg all the e

approached

mest me, Ellowed by Healy all our men,

ity pleased as thyself.

came to

‘.,,‘ \|"&|

&»"".J f

2 WATERING THE CAMELS,



