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PREFFAGE

IN 1879 Messrs. Chapman and Hall published a book of
mine, Sport in British Burma, but I was not in the country
at the time, and did not see the proofs or the illustrations—
and many, though immaterial, errors crept in. Since then,
Upper Burma has been annexed, so that from the base of the
Himalaya range to Malaya the whole country, including
Assam, is now uninterruptedly British. When the proposed
extension of our railway system into Yanan is carried out,
there will be a great influx of Europeans into Burma, and
during the intervals of business most Britons delight in
following the fere nature ; but without a reliable guide, sport
is very difficult to be got there, for the conditions between
India and that country are very great, and however ax fait a
man may have been on the west of the Bay of Bengal, he will
be quite at sea on the east.

No book giving a description of the wild sports of Upper
Burma has been written. In fact, it has often been asserted
that there was no sport to be had in the whole of Burma,
Upper or Lower, but I trust these pages—copied from diaries—
will prove the contrary.

Beyond a casual visit to Amrapoora in 1856 and Mandalay
in 1858, I know nothing of Upper Burma or its capabilities
for sport, but my colleague, W. S. Thom, has resided over six

- years in that part of the country, and he has been the pioneer
in exploiting its big game, as I may say I was of thatin Lower
Burma. We have therefore jointly written this Guide to the
Wild Sports of those countries. I had thirteen years’ experi-



viii PREFACE

ence of Lower Burma, and over seven of Assam. Mr. Thom
has spent eleven years in the two Provinces (now one).

I have no doubt, as the country is opened and developed
from Assam downwards, it will be formed into a Lieutenant-
Governor Chief, with separate Commissioners for each Province,
and the best men for administering the country, or for
exploiting its vast resources, are those fond of a wild life, and
who go into the inmost depths in search of the wild beasts of
the field.

There is no country—not even Africa—where there is more
and varied game than Assam and Burma. The people of Assam,
debased as they are, are preferable to Africans in general, and
all Europeans who have come in contact with the Burmese
prefer them to most Asiatics.

Neither Mr. Thom nor I pretend to be learned naturalists,
but we have been keen sportsmen and kept our eyes open,
and have studied the manners and habits of the animals we
have hunted, and we flatter ourselves that many points which
we have noted have been ignored or overlooked in the best
Natural Histories.

In Lower Burma, to be successful as a hunter, elephants are
requisite, but are seldom procurable, excepting by a very few.
In Upper Burma my colleague did all his shooting on foot,
tracking up and stalking game with the assistance of skilled
Moksos or native hunters, partly because the pleasure and
excitement gained in this way were greater than could be
obtained from the back of an elephant, and partly because
this animal was available only for officers of the Forest and
Public Work Departments, and that on rare occasions.

[ far prefer shooting on foot to shooting out of howdahs, but
for tiger-shooting in Lower Burma, and for big game gener-
ally there, nothing could be done without those useful slaves.
But I was exceptionally fortunate : I had four attached to my
Department, I had always one or two of my own, and the right
to indent for four from the Commissariat on payment, and as
the Commissariat Officer was an old brother officer of mine he
allowed me the pick, and as my jemadar had been formerly in
the Keddah department, he knew many of the makouts and
elephants, and helped me to choose the best for sport.
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I was not twenty-one years old when I went to Burma: I
possessed the constitution of a buffalo, I had private means of
my own, and drew exceptionally good pay from Government,
and I was, to all intents and purposes, my own master. I had
a district extending from our frontier to close on Moulmein,
over the whole valley of the Sittang river. I was employed in
road-making and surveying from Meaday down to Bassein and
Rangoon, and even to Cape Negrais, thus my opportunities
of exploring the country and indulging in its wild sports were
unrivalled. In Assam I had similar work to do—I had the
districts of Nowgong, Tezpore, Durrung, Goalpara, the Cossyah
and Jynteah Hills under me, and I was expected to be out
in the district at all seasons; and for nearly eight years there
were very few square miles that I had not traversed. Thus,
for over twenty-one years 1 was constantly on the move
without once taking extended leave to Europe. 1 was inured
to the climate, which is not nearly as deadly as represented ;
I was constitutionally strong,and I was also a believer in out-
door life, and never drank a drop of spirits or smoked, but I
should like to have all that I have spent in beer and other
(comparatively speaking) harmless beverages. Not that [ see
the least harm in partaking of spirits or smoking, if not
indulged in to too great an extent; but no one can expect to
keep healthy in those Provinces who indulges in brandy-panee,
and spends half the day in sleep, and who is afraid to venture
out for fear of sunstroke,—those are not “the men for Galway.”

F. T. PoLLOK.

There are would-be sportsmen who have spent most of
their time in mercantile pursuits in Rangoon, Moulmein, and
Bassein, and who, having shot a snipe or two, think they know
everything that is to be known with regard to sport. Hence
they criticize, as Munchausen, the records of adventure and
exploits that transcend the limits of their narrow experience,
and wax anonymously wrathful with sportsmen who are not
ashamed to add their names to what they relate. In reply to

*
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the criticisms of such, my colleague and I have merely to say,
in anticipation, that our records are taken from our diaries,
and are as accurate as they can be made.

W. S. THoOM.

I am indebted to the kindness of P. Burges, Esq., of
Clifton, Sir Benjamin Simpson, Bart.,, Mr. Hannyngton of
the Burma Trading Company, and to Messrs. Watts & Skeen,
Rangoon, for the photographs in the book.

E. T:. RonLox!



CHAP.

IL.

IIL.

1v.

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTORY
LOWER BURMA

Lower BUrMA ) : . . -
HABITS AND CUSTOMS OF THE BURMESE
GAME IN LowerR BuUrMA:
SMALL GAME .
BIG GAME OF LOWER BURMA .
THE CARNIVORZE :
THE TIGER
LEOPARDS AND PANTHERS
BUFFALOES
RHINOCEROS
THE GAUR
THE GavaL. .
THE TsINE, orR Bos SONDAICUS .
THE DEER TRIBE:
SAMBUR.
HOG DEER
BARKING DEER
MOUSE DEER.
THE SWAMP OR MARSH DEER
THE THAMINE
THE SEROW
THE WiLp Hoc
Wirp Dogs . d . °
Jackars :
ELEPHANTS, HOWDAH AND MAHOUTS :
JUNGLE TRIPS ON ELEPHANTS, LOWER BURMA
SPorRT IN UPPER BURMA: RHINOCEROS SUMATRENSIS—
THE ASIATIC TWO-HORNED RHINOCEROS. [W. S
THoM]
BLazING DEER AT NIGHT

PAGE
XV

24
34

52
71
5
82
88
100
101

105
106
107
107
107
108
111
T2
113
113
115
134

165
184



xii CONTENTS

CHAP.
vi. MISCELLANEOUS SPORT ON Foort.

AN ELEPHANT HUNT
GENERAL BLAKE’S ADVENTURE
A VISIT TO UPPER BURMA

UPPER BURMA
[By W. S. THOM]

1. RanNcooN To Manparay: THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE
1. THE SPORTSMAN’S OUTFIT, BATTERY, SERVANTS

1. MaNDALAY TO THE RuBvy MINES.

1v. ELEPHANTS . X s . ) q

v. ELEPHANTS L ! . 5 3 2

vi. INDIAN GAUR, THE Bos GAURUS OF NATURALISTS
vil. Bos SoNDAiCcUS: THE BANTING OR BURMESE TSINE ;

THE TRUE WILD CATTLE . . o
MISCELLANEOUS SPORT .

ASSAM .
[By F. T. P.]

GENERAL SPORT . . .
PIG-STICKING ON THE CHURS OF ASSAM.

COSSYAH AND JYNTEAH HILLS

PAGE

188

199
206

214

226

249
266

282
307
335

382
403

425

432

478

490



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

PAGE

COLONEL F. T. POLLOK . 0 . . . . Frontispiece
RANGOON, AS SEEN FROM DALLA . . . . : . . 3
A TATTOOED BURMAN . . . . . = . .7
A BURMESE BOY BEING TATTOOED . 5 . o . . I
BURMESE WOMAN . = . . : A . . . I§
FUNERAL-CAR OF A HIGH PRIEST . - : . . . .19
HOWDAH ELEPHANTS ; . ; . p . : . .45
AN ORDINARY JUNGLE . . . . ; . ; . .49
TIGER SKIN . d . . ; ] . . . . . 53
A PRIZE INDEED . . . . 55
ELEPHANT WITH HIS CHARAH OF WILD PLANTAINS . . . 59
PADDING A LEOPARD o 4 : J . . E . . 73
A DEAD BUFFALO . - . . c . . X . .79
A DEAD RHINOCEROS . . . . . . 1 : 85
GAUR HEAD . . o . : : . . ; 89, 9o
DEAD BULL GAUR (ASSAMESE) ] : ! : . . .97
BURMESE WILD BULL . . . ! . - . . . 101l
TSAING OR TSINE . p . . 2 ] . . . . 102
SAMBUR HEADS. . J - . . . . . 103
BROW-ANTLERED DEER (BURMESE) . o oo . - . . 109
PUTTING ON HOWDAH . . . 2 A 5 A . . 117
ELEPHANTS GOING UP RIVER BANK . ; : . . 4 2
ELEPHANTS SPARRING . . 5 . ! : . . . 131
SPECIMEN OF HUNTING GROUND . : : : . . . 137
SENDING OFF BEATING ELEPHANTS . . 141
HOMEWARD BOUND. CHANGING FROM HO\VDAHS TO PADS. . 145

VULTURES ON A DEAD CARCASE. A DEAD TIGER DEMOLISHED
IN EIGHT MINUTES . 3 . X 5 d . 2 . I5I
PADDING A TIGER . . . 5 o . 5 . 5 . 161
A SHAN TRADER 2 5 2 : 5 c 7 . 0 . 169
SKINNING A TIGER . . . X . c . . 19§
TRAVELLING IN OUT STATION \JUNGLE ROAD) 3 . . . 207
W. S. THOM A . ! c 5 . : . 227
RANGOON . . . . . . 5 . . . 231
KING THEEBAW AND HIS QUEEN . . . . . . . 233
BURMESE FESTIVAL . : . 3 s . . . . . 239

MANDALAY. THE QUEEN’S KYOUNG ; . . 2 c . 243



xiv LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

BURMESE BOAT-RACE

THE ANGLE ROCK, UPPER IRRAWADY
A BURMESE MATRON AND HER CHILDREN

PREPARING TO START

A GOOD TUSKER
ELEPHANTS WASHING
ELEPHANTS CROSSING RIVER

CROSSING THE DRY BED OF A STREAM, AND TIGHTENING GIRTHS

BURMESE BULL (TSINE)

PADDING A DEAD TIGER .

A SPECIMEN OF JUNGLE

A DIFFICULT COUNTRY

NATIVES OF THE COUNTRY,
RUBBER 3

A MOMENTARY HALT

RESULT OF FORTNIGHT’S SPORT (ASSAM)

TIGER PADDED ON ELEPHANT.
PADDING A BEAR .

CAMP IN THE DOOARS (ASSAM)
MR. HANNYNGTON AND TIGER.

DOOARS,

ASSAM,

IN SEARCH OF

SHOT IN MY OLD HUNTING-GROUNDS, DOOARS ASSAM .

CROSSING A RIVER
ALL IN A DAY’S WORK

BEATING ACROSS COUNTRY AFTER TIGER

LOWER BURMA . . .
UPPER BURMA
ASSAM.

MAPS

PAGE
247
267
278
295
303
319
337
367
383
405
427
435

440
443
447
451
456
459
463
467
471
479
483

226
425



INTRODUCTORY

WITH the expeditionary force that helped to conquer
Pegu and Martaban were many noted sizkaries, but they
found such a difference existing between the Land of Pagodas
and India, that they despaired of finding game, if any game
did exist, which was denied by many. Not knowing the
language was one cause; the endless savannahs covered with
elephant grass from 10 to 30 feet high,—the want of such
shikartes as they had been accustomed to,—the difficulty of
procuring elephants, and, when obtained, not knowing where
to seek game, were other causes. Dr. Wilson, once out with
me, shot a sambur, but otherwise was unsuccessful; so
was Speke, brother of the explorer. So was Grant Allan, as
good a sportsman and as capable an officer as India ever
produced. He had been over Burma more than any man in
Pegu, and in all his wanderings all he had seen were two or
three sambur. Both Wilson and Speke wrote to the Oriental
Sporting Magasine in, | think, 1855, deploring the want of game
in Lower Burma. I, though but a youngster, and not within
measurable distance of those named as a sportsman, yet
from the commencement of my service in Lower Burma in
July 1853 I had district work to attend to. I kept my eyes
open; I treated the people well, and on the few occasions
when I was lucky enough to slay a stray sambur, a thamine,
or a hog deer, I kept very little of the meat to myself, and
gave the rest to the Burmans who were with me exploring for
the best routes for roads. I had seen a little game, but from
conversing with men and women in the remoter jungles I
became convinced that not only did big game exist, but that
it was plentiful, so replied, under the name of “ Phoongie,”
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that there was no want of the fere nature, but that owing
to the disturbed nature of the country, want of elephants, and
ignorance of the language, it had yet to be discovered ; and I
set to work to ingratiate myself with the people. I may
without boasting assert that I was the pioneer in Lower
Burma, as my colleague has been in Upper, in the shooting
of big game. I had exceptional facilities. I spared no ex-
pense,and was lucky enough to have a stud of never less than
four elephants, and my duties took me too over a vast tract.
I ventured into jungles which were avoided by most men, as
they were said to be deadly. I had had my bout of jungle-
fever in India, so was probably ‘“salted ”; was of an active
habit, up at daylight, and, after a cup of coffee, either on horse-
back or an elephant the whole day, getting back in time for a
bath and dinner in the evening, which generally formed my
only meal.

Nothing the Burmese love more than a pdd-ay, or theatrical
performance. When I went to a new locality and put up in a
zyat, or rest-house, in the largest village, I sent for performers
and treated the people to one of their interminable operas. I
gavethe womenkind (most influential in Burma) bits of jewellery
and finery, a looking-glass or a piece of soap, and asked them
to use their influence to get me some intelligence of game.
One would say: “Why, Moung Oo or Mg. Kyaw, or Mg.
so-and-so, is the village s/ikarie at ” some place she would
mention; some other girl would give me information of
another man. If not too distant, I would go to the locality,
and secure the skikarie's services by giving him a few rupees,
or a little tobacco, tea and sugar, and occasionally a little
rum. Many of them were very chary of going out, fearing, if
any accident were to happen, they would be blamed ; but the
few who did, found I was a fair shot and somewhat generous,
keeping little of the meat for myself, and giving the rest to
them, which they jerked and sold to the people. It was a
slow and laborious process, but patience and perseverance,
they say, will conquer most things ; so it was with me, and in
time I got game; the very thoughts of which make my
mouth water and a longing to see the like again, old though
I be. Very few sportsmen in Burma have sent their sporting
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adventures to 7/%e Field and other sporting papers, until at
last an editor of 7/%e Field said somewhere, that if ever game
had existed in Burma it was no longer to be found.

There is no royal road to sporting; to be successful you
must be plodding. In a new country learn the language and
conciliate the people; and without a certain amount of health
and strength you cannot cope with the difficulties insepar-
able from searching for big game; but adopt a few pre-
cautions, such as not sleeping on the ground, for which there
is no excuse. Get one of Edgington’s trestle-cots; ask for
my pattern, as it is an improvement on the old, with a large
waterproof cover, and two mosquito-curtains, one of fine
muslin, to be used as a precaution against sandflies, and
another of net for mosquitoes, together with a cork mattress
to put inside, and a pneumatic pillow. Avoid chills—if wet
through, change—or, if you can’t, put on the thickest coat
you have. Wear flannel,—be abstemious in your living,—at
the same time, live well. If you have elephants, and are
accustomed to drink beer, take a supply with you; a bottle
of Lager will hurt no man. If you cannot carry it about,
take whisky, and use it as a corrective to water; avoid
drinking water unless previously boiled. I here preach what
I never practised, for I have drunk water little better than
urine, from any pools or river, but it is not wise to do so.
But thirst is far more unendurable than hunger, and a man
with a parched throat does not consider what is good or bad.
Indeed, I believe half the talk indulged in now-a-days of
bacilli is nonsense. If they are so numerous as the learned
say now, | ought to have died years and years ago. Then
there are also to be considered the best seasons for sport, and
the localities where to find it; these differ somewhat each
year; the fires may have been earlier, and the rains also.
If so, the new grass will have sprung up and the game will
be leaving their strongholds in March; but if the fires are
late and also the Chotabursat has been slight, the grass will
not be fit for grazing until May. I have been out more or
less every month, but to attempt to shoot during the height
of the monsoon is a misery in Lower Burma, and you get
very little owing to the nature of the jungles, which are so
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heavy that you can see no game until you all but touch it,
and few animals are so confiding as to let you get to such
close quarters. In the north-west of Tongho I have shot
game on foot during the cold months, but for real enjoyment
the time is May. Then go to the foot of the Yomahs and
beat about the savannahs at their base. When you form a
line and advance in Burma you never know what you may
start or what you may come across; it may be a tiger, a
leopard, a bear, elephant, gaur, or tsine, and various kinds of
deer. I have come across all I have mentioned in the course
of the same day. '

Burma is now one of our principal Provinces, and it has a
great future. Our employés in it now number by hundreds
compared to the dozens when I was there. No one has
attempted to depict its wild sports as a whole, and [ believe
that a book treating of the Lower as well as the Upper
portion will be welcome and useful to those who have to
spend years there. Sport in any shape is fascinating to the
Briton, be he English, Scot, Welsh, or Irish. I know the
difficulties and expenses I underwent in acquiring the know-
ledge I possessed when I left. My colleague has been a
most successful sportsman in countries beyond the limits of
my own experience, and between us I hope that our book will
not only give information to those more intimately connected
with the Province, but will please those who are fond of sport
in general. A reliable book on sport relating to the country
is a godsend to the new-comer.

Were I going to Burma again, if likely to be stationed in
Lower Burma, [ would take a double hammerless Mannlicher
rifle, such as are being made by Westley Richards—a Paradox
of either 8 or 10-bore,—a double No. 12 rifle, or an Express
*577 for deer and soft-skinned animals, and a 12 smooth-bore
carrying either ball or shot; and much the same for Upper
Burma, but on that my colleague will give his views. I have
no interest in recommending one maker in favour of another.
I have had guns of nearly every maker of note. I recom-
mend Westley Richards because I believe his block-breech
action is the best, and that he has persistently used the top
lever action for the heaviest and largest bores, when other
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makers declined to make rifles with it, asserting that they
were unsafe. They make guns and rifles at prices to suit
every pocket, in every way equal, barring finish and fitting up,
neither of which are required for jungle work in the wilds of
Burma. Rich people might do far worse than go to the East
for a two years’ shooting-trip. They could get pig-sticking in
Tirhoot; elephant and gaur and tsine, shooting in Upper
Burma; any amount of tiger and rhinoceros shooting in
Assam; capital all-round sport in Lower Burma. The climate
is not pestilential like that of parts of the Dark Continent,
and since the rinderpest, our possessions in Eastern Africa
have lost two-thirds of its game and nearly the whole of the
buffaloes. About Lakoja, where we have troops now, there
is good sport, and the place is not very unhealthy, but going
up the Niger zs. I far prefer, having tried them all, our
Eastern possessions beyond the Bay of Bengal; the pcople,
too, are so much nicer. You can obtain anything and every-
thing you want in Burma, as there are capital shops in
Rangoon, Moulmein, Akyab, and Mandalay. Even the small
game has a great attraction’ for me, especially snipe. With
Horace Browne of the Commission, I have made fair bags of
Phayre’s Francolin at the base of the hills near the White
Pagoda, a few miles north of Padoung Myo.

One day Blair was my guest at the Sapper and Engineer
Mess; there was a large party, of whom I fear but a few
survive. We sat up very late, and probably drank more wine
and beer than was good for us. When we got up at day-
break next morning to go after snipe, we were conscious of
having heads on our shoulders ; but pouring a few chatties of
very cold water over us, we felt all right, and sallied forth
with six or eight Burmese as beaters to hunt up the long-
bills. As is usual in the early morning, the birds were very
wild, neither of us as steady as we ought to have been,and we
fired atrociously. The beaters regularly laughed at us every
time we missed, and I have no doubt thought us fools for
trying to shoot such small birds on the wing. I fancy we
were the first Europeans they had ever been out with, and
had never seen birds shot flying. Generally, Blair and I could
hit many more birds than we missed ; but this day the more
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we tried to hold our guns straight, the worse we succeeded.
This would never do ; so we called a halt, took a longish rest,
breakfasted, and drank a bottle of beer apiece, a thing we

seldom did until the day’s sport was over; but to-day it was

a case of “a hair of the dog that bit one,” and we felt greatly
refreshed. When we commenced to shoot again, the sun was
well up, the birds lay better, and we commenced to knock
them over right and left, much to the amazement of our
followers ; from jeering they took to praising, and though we
had done so badly in the morning, I don’t think either of us
ever shot better in our lives than that day after breakfast, and
we took home thirty-four couple between us.

T SRR SprRR——



00
o L E
N o
:
- Y
:
i,
'
.

Univ Calif - Digftized by Microsoft ®

& el




— Y T T Sra—— e o e ot

—— o -

* srmp poyvw amw svam Guguods posy
" PO “ONIR[] P SN : uOpUOT oot '~ T T """0% ov 68 05 ot 0

W+ T
*oad Y
g 4V
+4 <
++ 4
+ (4>}
% E
+ + A
+ =
Q

+

+




WILD SPORTS OF BURMA
AND ASSAM

LOWER BURMA

CHAPTER 1

IN 1826 Arrakan and Tenasserim, provinces of the ancient
kingdom, of Burma, were ceded to us. In 1853 Martaban,
Pegu, and Bassein were annexed. In 1880 Lord Dufferin
made Upper Burma a portion of our vast possessions in the
East. Assam was also annexed in 1826.

No great progress was made in Burma until the late Sir
Arthur Phayre became Chief Commissioner, but under him
it made strides unprecedented in the annals of our rule in
India, and now that the whole province from Yunan down to
nearly the Straits Settlement is ours, it may be fairly claimed
to be considered amongst the most flourishing of our posses-
sions, with a great future before it.

Dr. Mason, a venerable missionary who spent a lifetime in
the country, quoting the words of a visitor, says: “It is a
beautiful country; in it are views and patches of scenery,
green fields and green lanes, that lead back the mind to one’s
own land. It is a beautiful land when seen on the coast, but
it is still more beautiful when seen amidst its mountain
streams, streams which cannot be surpassed in romantic
beauty even in the annals of poetry.” Some of the noblest
rivers in the world, such as the Irrawady, Salween, Shwéli,
Méza, Myitngé, Mogaung, Mole, and Taeping (these last three
are the most important tributaries of the Irrawady), run
through its centre or skirt its boundaries, whilst small streams
like the Sittang, Shoayghein, Ghine, Attaran, and many

B
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others, aid in its development, and add additional beauty to
its scenery.

In Lower Burma, between the sea and the Irrawady are
the Arrakan range of mountains, rising to an altitude of 6000
feet,and extending from Chittagong to Cape Negrais. Between
the Irrawady and the Sittang, the Yomahs run parallel, and
rise to an altitude of from 1500 to 2200 feet, harbouring in
their vast solitudes (which have never been explored, except
by a few venturesome sportsmen) immense herds of two
varieties of elephants, gaur, tsine, two varieties of rhinoceros,
buffaloes, to say nothing of the royal tiger, panther, and
leopard, and several varieties of deer. Between the Sittang
and the Yonzaleen there is the Panloung range, which also
extends to the Salween, rising to 7000 feet, and nearer the
Shan States to 10,000 feet, and even more. The Salween
passes through Karennee and the Shan States, where some
of the finest ponies in the world are bred and reared.

The seaports of Burma, namely, Akyab, Sandoway, Bassein,
Rangoon, Moulmein, Mergui and Tavoy, invite ships from all
parts of the world, and will be of far greater importance
hereafter as our trade with China increases.

Lower Burma is rich in minerals, and gold is found in
most streams. In recent times it has not been found any-
where in great quantities, but there are the remains of many
old workings, which in former days yielded a rich crop of
gold to the seekers, and gave a good revenue to the Burmese
Government, who used to farm them out. Even now a few
nuggets are occasionally found in the Shwégyin river. Quartz
of the auriferous deposits is also fairly abundant, and I
firmly believe that at some future date Eldorados will be
discovered inferior to none of those hitherto found.

Silver is rather scarce in the lower provinces, but, as is
well known, it, together with other precious stones and metals,
is found in Upper Burma, though the workings have not,
I believe, hitherto proved remunerative. Copper, combined
with antimony, iron, and sulphur, is found in the islands of
the Mergui Archipelago, and also on the banks of the
Attaran. Lead is scarce in Lower but plentiful in Upper
Burma. Iron pyrites are scattered about everywhere. Tin
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PRODUCTS OF THE COUNTRY 5

is abundant in the Tenasserim province. Manganese and
arsenic are obtainable near Mergui. Coal of an inferior
description is found near Mergui, but some eighty miles further
inland it is very plentiful and of the finest quality. A vein of
excellent coal was discovered near Thayetmyo, but it was
soon exhausted. Limestoneis plentiful near Moulmein, where
are situated the Damathat Limestone Caves, but is scarce
elsewhere in the lower provinces. At Yenan-Choung (Stink-
ing Water Stream) are the celebrated earth-oil or petroleum
wells, and a few exist elsewhere in the province.

In botany the province, and in fact the whole country, is
exceedingly rich. Its teak is inferior to none ; the Amherstia
is one of the most beautiful flowering shrubs in the world ;
whilst many of the orchids, wild-flowers, ground orchids, and
flowering shrubs and trees, are amongst the most lovely in
the world. ]

Though it possesses many venomous snakes, such as the
hamadryad, cobra, bungarus, and others, they are seldom met
with, Itsrivers and its coasts abound with the most delicious
fish, such as the pomfret, hilsa, mango, and many other
varieties, as well as such edibles as crabs, crawfish, eels, etc.,
and its mountain streams afford capital sport to the lovers of
the gentle craft. The Thouk-a-ghat, or drinking-water stream,
which falls into the Sittang, a little below Tongho, is full of
makseir and of a fish they call gramein, which takes a fly, and
is capital eating. Diamond Island has long been famous for
its turtle, and I used to turn many when at work at a light-
house on the Great Coco.

The vast forests and extensive plains covered with perpetual
vegetation swarm with mammals and birds, sought alike by
the sportsman and naturalist. The wild tea-plant, similar to
the indigenous tea-plant discovered in Assam, exists in
Karennee, and should one day become a great industry. It
has been tried on a small scale in Arrakan, and with most
favourable results. In Lower Burma the extremes of heat
and cold are not so marked as elsewhere, and there is a total
exemption from hot winds. There would be thus nothing
prejudicial to the development of leaf, and both the Burmese
and Karens are easily led, have no caste, and would readily
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settle down on an estate, where they were kindly treated and
got regular work and fair pay. Tea should therefore be one
of the future industries of the country.

HABITS AND CUSTOMS OF THE BURMESE

It is almost impossible to understand a Burman—he is a
man of contradictions.

In physical characteristics the Burmese much resemble the
Mongolian race, from which they are doubtless descended.
They have the same broad faces and high cheek-bones; the
eyes are oblique, caused by the structure of the lids ; there is
seldom any bridge to the nose, the nostrils are rather broad ;
but since our occupation of the country the people have
improved for the better in good looks, for the Burmese women
readily accept as husbands all foreigners, so there has been a
great mixture of blood, which has shown itself mostly in
features. In Arrakan especially, years ago the Mongolian
type has been modified by a mixture with the Caucasian and
the Aryan, and I have seen young girls with remarkably good
features and showing but very faint traces of the Mongolian
race. But even the unmixed Burmese women, when young,
have a pleasing expression, and greatly ingratiate themselves
with those with whom they come in contact.

The men, though short, are a fine, robust, athletic race;
their frames are well-proportioned, with long bodies and
shortish legs, but good length of arms. The head is well set
on, shoulders square, chest deep and wide, and legs showing
good muscular development.

They wear their hair tied in a knot on the top of the head,
and wind round it a piece of muslin or gay silk handkerchief;
a jacket hangs loosely from their shoulders over the hips, a
putso of bright silk is wound round the waist, extending to the
ankles, and with one end often thrown jauntily over the
shoulder. From the waist down to a little below the knees
nearly every Burman is tattooed, in various figures of animals,
birds, devils, etc,, all enclosed in a groundwork of tracery and
flowing lines. This operation commences at an early age



A TATTOOED BURMAN.

From a Photo by Watts & Skeen, Rangoon.




®
&
O
3
o
9
S
=S
)
?
N
=
>
Q
.
=
®
O
=
o
=)




CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PEOPLE 9

and often extends over several years. It is performed by an
instrument resembling a mathematical steel pen. In addition,
portions of the arms and upper part of the body are tattooed
in cabalistic characters and charms against an enemy, evil
spirits, and disease. They also make incisions into which they
insert bits of gold and silver and allow the skin to heal over
them ; this operation they think renders them invulnerable.

The women are fairer than the men, and their features more
delicate. I have never in my life seen more perfect figures
than those possessed by the young girls. The Hindoos are
as good perhaps, and on a larger scale, but the Burmese girls
have firm, well-developed busts, small hands and feet, and are
well moulded together. Their naturally long black tresses, of
which they are very proud, are added to at times with false
tails carefully dressed and perfumed, are gathered at the back
of the head @ /la Chinois, and gracefully adorned with fresh
flowers, sometimes an orchid, jasmine, or a cZumpac. They are
very cleanly in their persons, probably the most cleanly in the
world ; they bathe once, twice, or even three times a day, and
have no disagreeable aroma about them.

They wear, wrapped round the body, a fa-mein of silk,
woven in vandyke, cable, or serpentine patterns of the brightest
dye and varied hues, always blended with great taste. Young
girls support their busts by wearing a tight under-jacket.
Married women with children dispense with this, and cover
their chests by a bodice of a looser material folded in under
the left arm. The za-mein is tucked in tightly at the waist,
and falls down in front to the ankles, but as the ends only
slightly overlap, a portion of the leg, when walking, is exposed,
sometimes half-way up the thigh. The bottom of the skirt is
of a different pattern, often of a pale pink, with horizontal
narrow stripes of dark colours interwoven with gold or silver
threads. This skirt trails behind some ten inches or a foot on
the ground, and its graceful management, in either walking or
dancing, is one of the accomplishments of a Burmese belle.
An enggee, or jacket, of muslin, silk, or satin, is worn open, and
with a Za2-bet or scarf thrown over the shoulders, partially hides
the admirable contour of the bust.

When in full dress, they powder their faces with ska-nat-kha,
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a cosmetic with a fragrance similar to that of sandal-wood,
pencil their eyebrows, and rouge their lips. This is all done
to make themselves look as fair as possible. They cover
themselves over with necklaces, of pure gold inlaid with
precious stones, their fingers with rings, and have peculiar
ornaments of amber or gold inserted in the lobe of the ear.
These ear-tubes are cylindrical, the hollow being large enough
for them to insert a cigar. They are inveterate smokers,—
even children taking to it before being weaned ; they also
chew betel-nut and separee, with which lime and a little azzc/
is mixed, and yet have small symmetrical white teeth.

Pliability of the arms and body is much prized. By con-
stant practice, a girl is taught to turn the inside of the elbow
outwards, and the joint becomes so flexible that it moves
with equal facility either way. A girl will stand on a mark,
and by bending backwards, pick up a small coin with her teeth
which has been placed within a few inches of her heels. They
are born actresses, and delight in either seeing or taking a
part in theatricals. There is no stigma attached to a girl
dancing in public as there is in India to the Nautch girls,
who are but courtesans. Their manners are pleasing; there
is a mixture of courtesy and freedom, and even the poorest,
while frank, are well-bred. In their intercourse with each
other they are good-humoured and considerate,and Europeans
are struck with the enjoyment, contentment, and happiness of
the people. No one is rich, but there are no beggars. The
earth is so bountiful that three months’ labour suffices to pro-
duce enough food for the year. If by any reverse a family is
in want, the neighbours assist at once; they are hospitality
itself.

They are more truthful than most Orientals. The affection
of parents for their children is very great. Filial piety is
inculcated as a sacred precept, and much respect is shown by
the young to the old. They are fond of amusement and
excitement, their motto being, “ Sufficient for the day is the
evil thereof.” Strong, patient, and good-tempered, they are
indolent in the extreme, yet they can work like galley-slaves
on an emergency. No man secks to make a fortune; should
he by chance do so, he spends it at once in good works, such
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SOCIAL CUSTOMS 13

as erecting phoongte houses or building pagodas, and goes on
leading the same life as heretofore, content with a very little.
There is no selling of girls when infants for marriage, or
worse. The men prefer girls who are fully grown and
developed, and the young men and women carry on their
courtship openly. About eight o'clock in the evening is
courting-time, when the young ladies receive their bachelor
acquaintances, and a lamp placed in their casement is a signal
that they are at home. The great ambition of a girl is to
keep a stall in the market-place. It is her introduction into
society, and a sign that she is marriageable; it is the equiva-
lent of our girls being presented at Court or taken to balls
and parties. There is a great deal of coquetry on the part of
the girl; if she lights a cheroot, takes a puff or two and then
presents it to her adorer, it is a sign that *“ Barkis is willin’”;
otherwise, if she refuses to do this act of courtesy, he knows
that his attentions are not appreciated, and that he had better
seek a bride elsewhere. Parents do not unduly interfere in
these matrimonial ventures. Once the couple have agreed to
be man and wife there is no delay ; a feast is prepared, the
happy couple eat out of the same dish before the assembled
guests ; the bridegroom then presents his bride with /Ala-pet
or pickled tea; the compliment is returned, and the ceremony
is over. Then follows the interminable pésay, but the couple
manage to steal away and go to their home, and as soon
as this is discovered, the bridegroom’s friends and others
assemble round his house, throw stones on the roof and at the
doors ; this is in accordance with the immemorial custom, but
a somewhat inconvenient one to the happy couple, who would
prefer their friends’ absence to their company ; but if it were
omitted, doubtless they would afterwards think that a compli-
ment was wanting.

A woman socially is her husband’s equal; his superior in
the house and in the interior economy, asshe buys and sells
what she pleases. She has the sole right to any property she
possessed before marriage, and also to that acquired after-
wards. She can hold real property in her own right, and

even obtain legal possession of her husband’s if he forsakes
her.:
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For Easterns, I consider the Burmese woman decidedly
virtuous. If well and kindly treated, she will seldom commit
adultery, and is faithful to her husband unless she has had a
liaison before marriage, and then, if tempted, she yields, as
she thinks the first man has a prior claim on her. If a couple
do not agree, nothing is easier than for them to be divorced ;
they can part by an equal division of goods, or either can go,
leaving all the property they possess behind. Occasionally,
to be rid of a termagant wife, a Burman will turn priest, or
the woman become a nun, or the slave of a pagoda. The man
can readily resume his ordinary garb again, and remarry, but
not the woman. She can do so, but to have been a pagoda-
slave is always a term of reproach, and very few men would
marry one, even if she were young and pretty ; generally they
are old hags. A doctor who visited Burma and travelled in
it for some weeks, calls them vestal virgins, which would
astonish the old women not a little, as they have probably
done their share:to multiply and replenish the earth. The
people are very sensitive, and put an end to themselves on
the slightest provocation, generally by an over-dose of opium.
They are omnivorous, will eat or drink anything, from a
dead and half-putrid elephant to a snail. They are very fond
of fish, and preserve it in various ways; a favourite dish of
theirs is nga-pee, a horrid decoction of rotten fish pounded
with chillies, garlic, and other condiments.

As Buddhists, they are forbidden to take life, and most
Burmans would not tread upon a worm, but there are always
local s/zkaries, who kill game and bring it in for sale, and no
one will refuse to purchase and partake of it, as the sin lies
on him who deprived it of life. But between man to man
they are most bloodthirsty, and kill and mutilate an enemy
with horrid tortures. I have known and seen men who had
been strapped down and holes bored through them with red-
hot irons. I have seen a string of men, crucified, impaled,
ripped open, and left to die with a fire lit under them! They
are a mass of contradictions, but for all that, I prefer them to
the natives of Southern India.

Burmese burn their dead ; only the few who cannot afford
to do so, bury them. Directly the breath has left the body,



BURMESE WOMAN,

From a Photo by Watts & Skeen, Rangoon.
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FUNERAL OBSEQUIES 17

the women of the house raise the death-cry; other professional
women are called to take up the cry when the relations are
exhausted. Coffin-makers are sent for, and do the needful in
the street opposite the house. All those who come to offer
condolences, contribute to the expenses of the cremation.

After the body has been washed, and, in the case of a girl,
her face decorated also, a coin is placed in the mouth. It is
then wrapped in a clean white cloth and laid on an open bier
in the principal room of the house and left there till the
coffin is ready, which is fully two days. When the procession
starts for the last obsequies, alms for the phoongies and poor
are carried in front; then come nuns carrying pickled tea,
pan, and betel; then the priests, followed by their pupils
walking two and two. A band of music precedes the coffin
borne by the friends of the deceased, and immediately behind
are the relations dressed in white, which is a sign of mourning
amongst Buddhists. On the arrival of the coffin at the
cemetery it is placed near the funeral pyre with the priests
sitting at its head, and the mourners in front of them;
the priests then recite the prayers for the dead; the chief
mourner pours out.water from a cup on to the cloth attached
to the coffin, or, in its absence, on the ground, pronouncing
at the same time after the chief priest, “Let the deceased and
all present partake of the merits of the ceremonies now per-
forming.” The assembly reply, “ We will.” They then retire
to a distance, the coffin is placed on the funeral pyre by those
whose office it is to set fire to it. Before leaving the ceme-
tery, the alms are distributed to the priests and to the poor,
and the pickled tea and pan and betel are partaken of by
all present. Three days afterwards the ashes are collected,
placed in an urn, and buried.

When a high priest dies, he is embalmed and kept for a
year, and then burnt with much Zamasha, as the Indians
would say. The whole population of the neighbouring vil-
lages turns out; many dummy coffins are made, besides the
one containing the defunct, and neatly arranged in a cluster,
the one containing the remains of the priest in the centre,
with a funeral pyre arranged underneath, in which also there

is generally some gunpowder ; to this ropes are attached, and
c
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on these rockets are laid and fired, all endeavouring to be the
first to light the pyre. But before this, as the bier with the
dead priest approaches, two sides are formed, ropes are
attached to the car, front and rear, and the two pull against
one another much as we do when playing at the tug of war;
but generally it is a mere pretence, those retarding it give
way, and the triumphant party drag the coffin to the pyre
and quickly place it in position.

The hubbub and noise are deafening, and the dust fearful.
Everybody is dressed to within half-an-inch of their lives, and
after some hours’ jollification, in which women and children
freely mix and take a part, the whole of the structures so
carefully and tastefully erected are burned down, the crowd
separates, each one going on his or her way rejoicing. The
saturnalia begins two days before the cremation, but ends
soon after it. ;

The scene, though repugnant to our ideas of what is
becoming at a funeral, is, whilst it lasts, a very gay one, and is
meant as a mark of respect to departed goodness. The gor-
geous apparel of the men and women, the numerous flags and
banners, the structures so gaily painted and resplendent with
tinsel, gold-leaf, and silver, help to light up the otherwise
sombre scene, or which ought to be one.

Their priests are pure mendicants, they can possess no
property, and are supported by the charity of their parishioners.
They cannot speak to, or even look at, a woman ; they are
well housed by the people, and act as village school-masters,
and every Burman is taught to read and write his own
language.

School commences about an hour before daybreak, and the
noise made by the pupils is deafening. When I first heard it
I thought it was an attack by Dacoits. Each lad spouts out
his lessons at the top of his voice.

A phoongie can leave the priestly craft whenever he likes,
and become a layman ; but this is very seldom done, and one
who does it is looked down upon. All the pupils are neo-
phytes, and are dressed in a yellow robe, and go from house
to house every morning with a bowl suspended from the neck.
He solicits nothing, but accepts silently anything put into the
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BUDDHISM AND BUDDHISTS 21

receptacle, and this forms the daily meal of their masters and
themselves.

The women are a merry, pleasant set, and so struck were
the stalwart Sikhs, that when, after the war of 1852-53-54,
they returned to their own country, many took back with
them these, comparatively speaking, plain women, preferring
them as wives and companions to the far comelier women of
the Punjaub. I have no doubt that our numerous native
troops, principally Sikhs, located in Burma, have all taken
wives of the country, and have settled down for good in the
province.

There cannot be a prettier sight anywhere in the world than
a crowd of Burmese gathered together en route to a pagoda
on a gala day; what with their gay dresses, pretty figures,
pleasant faces, banners streaming, flags flying, the beauty of
the scenery, and the general jollity, no pleasanter scene could
be wished for. The women of course can neither write nor
read, because their priests cannot teach them, but I think
their ignorance is preferable to what they learn at the schools
instituted by Europeans.

I do not myself believe that the missionaries, though
earnest, hard-working people, do any good. You cannot con-
vert a Buddhist. If you talk to him of our religion, he will
tell you Gaudama and Christ are one, and that the sayings
and doings of the latter are but the utterances of the former,
who lived some 700 years earlier.

To highly educate people like the Burmese, Chinese, and
even Hindoos, is, I think, a great mistake. They were far
happier when their minds were unhinged, and they did not
ape the vices of the conquering race.

Whilst it is all but impossible to convert a Buddhist, the
Karens, having no religion but a legend that the true faith
would be preached to them by people ruled over by a queen,
have been converted by the dozen. So whilst the missionaries,
chiefly American, all but starve on the pittance they get from
their Societies when dealing with Burmese, those that preach
to Karens live in clover, as they are supported by their
converts,

Although the country abounds in large game, it is very
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difficult to discover in Lower Burma, because there are no
regular skikaries in the Indian acceptation of the word.
Every village has its local skzkarie, who lives by trapping and
killing game. Taking life is contrary to the precepts of his
religion ; he is looked upon as one damned by his neighbours,
but that does not prevent them buying from him the spoils of
the chase.

Their hunting is done principally at night by means of
lights and bells, which will be described further on. He also
digs pits, lays down snares, uses crossbows, placing them
fixed with a string attached across paths frequented by game;
or he sits on the lower branch of a tree, and shoots anything
passing underneath. For tigers and leopards he uses poisoned
arrows, or inserts barbed and poisoned panjies along the paths,
carefully concealing them with fallen leaves; and so deadly
is the poison that if sufficient penetration takes place to
obtain but one drop of blood, the beast dies within an hour
or two.

At first these local skikaries were not willing to accompany
Europeans in the chase, because they feared ill-treatment, and
believed that if an accident were to happen, they would be
severely punished, perhaps even hanged! So few Europeans
understood Burmese, and the Burmese dislike having to treat
through an interpreter. They don’t like, naturally, the jungles
in their own vicinity disturbed, because it would interfere with
their.own sport and profit; but once you can get them to
believe in your generosity and kindness, they will attach
themselves on to a successful sportsman, who will, in addition
to their pay, give them an occasional glass of grog and a
cheroot, and all game killed, excepting just enough for camp-
followers. This they dispose of at a good profit after con-
verting it into &ilthong.

They are very useful as guides, but all the niceties of sport
must be done by the hunter himself. They are not good
trackers ;! nor do they mark down game, but they know the
whereabouts of the beasts, and will take you from one jungle
to another and back to camp. The sportsman must trust to

! It is different in Upper Burma. VZde Chapter I11. by my colleague.
—F.T.P.
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his own knowledge of skzkar to beat up the game and to kill it.
They have very good eyesight, and can generally spy out an
animal before any European. They are handy in cutting up
game and slinging it on to elephants, and are most useful in
rigging up temporary sheds, if required to do so. Tents are
seldom taken in Lower Burma.

Good as are these men as pioneers, yet once on a wet, cold
misty day, my guides lost their way, and we did not get back
to camp for eighteen hours, and should not have got there then
had not our men, like most of the Burmese, been able to guide
themselves by the stars. We started at 6 a.m. and got back
at twelve at night, having been soaking wet from 2 p.m.



CHAPTER 1II

GAME IN LOWER BURMA

THE following are the Mammalia of the province :—

Elephants. Two varieties
Single-horned Lesser Rhinoceros
Two-horned Rhinoceros

Gaur

Tsine or Wild Cattle

Buffaloes

Sambur

Brow-antlered Deer or Thamine
Hog Deer

Barking Deer

Wild Pig

Serow

Tigers

Panthers

Leopards

Bears

Wild Dogs

Many kinds of Wild Cat

There are no Hyaenas, no Ante-
lopes, or Spotted Deer

Jackals are very few, and are only
found near Meaday on the old
frontier.

In the Tenasserim province are found :—

The Tapir. (Malay)

Mouse Deer

SMALL GAME

Near Prome, Shoaydoung, Padoung, Eeingmah-Pounday,
Meaday, Thayetmyo, Mendoon, and along the base of the
Arrakan range, along the foot of the Yomabhs, the following
are found pretty numerously :—

Green Pigeons, five varieties,
and Green Doves

Three varieties of Doves

Three varieties of Imperial
Pigeons

Ground Doves

Common Blue Rock Pigeons

Woodcock (rare)

Two varieties of Snipe
Jack Snipe (very rare)
Solitary Snipe (very rare)
Godwit

Two varieties of Curlew
Three varieties of Crane
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Green-necked Peacock Duck of various kinds, but never

Yit or Pheasant, allied to the very plentiful in Lower Burma
Derricks Geese

Peacock Pheasant Comb Duck or Perching Goose

Jungle Fowl Three kinds of Teal; three of

Francolin Bittern :

Five varieties of Quail Hares

Six varieties of Plover

The following are peculiar to the Tenasserim province :—

Nicobar Pigeons Argus Pheasant
Double-spurred Peacock Phea- Great Fire-back Pheasant
sant ;

The following are found in the hills only :—

Ruddy-necked Partridges Three varieties of Francolin

The best places in Lower Burma for game are :—

I. Arrakan range.

2. Mendoon, fifty miles west of Thayetmyo.

3. Ma’ee Pass and along the spurs of the Arrakan range.

4. Eeingmah, Zeagoung, Pounday, along the base of the
Yomabhs in the Tharawadie district. In the Yomahs north of
Pegu, near Cape Negrais, Bassein, north-west of Banlong,
inland, along the foot of the Yomahs, in the Yomahs, Mong
on the Sitting; inland from Shoayghein and throughout the
Yonzaleen. Along the banks of the Attaran river, and in the
districts of Mergui and Tavoy. In most of the places I have
named there are skzkaries who will accompany a European,
but the difficulty is to obtain elephants, and without them it is
useless looking for game in the vast savannahs, covered as
they are with impenetrable long grass and reeds ranging from
4 feet to 30 feet in height, and with stems like those of the
bamboo, but rather worse, for they are covered with a fluffy
sort of down which irritates the skin almost as badly as the
Cow-itch.

In the rains elephants and buffaloes wander about, and are
met with generally all over the province, especially near culti-
vated tracts, adjacent to the long grass in which they lie hidden
during the day and sally forth to ravage at night. But it is
all but useless going after them during the monsoon. The
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nature of the country is such that no one can traverse the low-
lands on foot, owing to inundation and the innumerable tree and
swamp leeches which infest these jungles. It is useless trying
to kill elephants off elephants, as it is impossible to get the
requisite angle. It is very cruel work—I only tried it once,
and then I only bagged one at the time, but sent a dozen or so
away very badly wounded. Of these, I came across five dead,
and nearly shot a Burman who had gone inside one for some
tit-bit, and as he crawled out a mass of bloody gore, I thought
he was a bear or some other beast, and was just going to fire,
when he stood up. The Burmese found three others dead,
and these were a godsend to them, for they prefer first the
flesh of the gaur and then that of an elephant to all others;
but I never tried that mode of sport again.

Green and Imperial pigeons, though most common through-
out Lower Burma and the Andaman and Cocos Islands, are
very difficult to see when roosting on trees, so wonderfully
does their plumage tally with their surroundings. They
are at times very good for the table, but the very reverse at
others. It depends on the fruit in season. Green doves are
very scarce. I don’t think I saw above half-a-dozen in twice
that number of years. The Imperial pigeons are very large
fine birds; some are green, others of a deep metallic or bronze
hue, and others blue. The Burmese call them Knit-ga-noa
or bullock-birds.

The common Blue Rock pigeons are very plentiful beyond
Yenan-Choung, where the earth-oil wells are. The banks
of the river are from 150 to 200 feet above the water, and
much resemble our chalk cliffs. In these the birds burrow and
build their nests, and as there is plenty of grain growing near,
they thrive exceedingly, and are very plump and delicious
eating.

The Green-necked Peacock is a beautiful variety of the
ordinary peacock. It has no bluish purply neck like the
Indian bird. It is green all over, but the tail is the same in
the two, and grows sometimes six feet long. At Port Blair,
Andaman Islands, hybrids between the Indian and Burmese
Peafowl were very common, but they were tame in plumage
when compared with either of their progenitors.
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The Burmese Pheasant, or Yit, is a beautiful bird of silvery
grey. When caught young and well fed they are capital
birds for the table. They are easily tamed, and often become
a nuisance, as their constant cry is very irritating, and as they
wander in and out of the house and are off and on to the table
even at meal-times. They are common in all hilly parts, but
near Zeagoung they were particularly plentiful.

The Jungle Fowl is similar to those in Assam and over the
greater part of India, but perhaps a little smaller. It is a
game little fellow, and at times affords excellent sport. [ used
to take up my position on an elephant and have them beaten
up towards me, and once or twice I found them as plentiful
as pheasants in a preserve in England. Once on the wing,
they are very swift and strong fliers, and require a good blow
to knock them over.

Phayre’s Francolin is also a very handsome bird, something
between a painted partridge and a black Francolin as found
in Assam. It perches on trees, and its constant cry of
“Kha-Ki-Kah” is to be heard every morning and evening
along the right bank from Akoutoung and inland to the
Yomahs, but it is not known on the Sittang side.

The Burmese, when they cut their paddy, leave a good deal
of stubble, and I have had capital sport about November in
the dried-up Dhan Kates, which were situated at the foot of
some high land. When flushed, it rises perpendicularly for a
considerable distance, and then flies off horizontally. If fired
at as it rises, even the best shots are liable to miss it by firing
beneath it ; but if one waits until it commences its horizontal
flight no bird is easier to kill. The Burmese keep these
Francolins in cages—why, I don’t know, as I never saw them
used for fighting, which is so common in India.

Corn Quail are not plentiful in Lower Burma, but I have
shot some there, and in the islands in the Irrawady going
towards Pagan. The Buttonand Rain Quail are very plentiful
in the season, and afford good sport. It is best to use only
very small shot, and not too much of it, or of powder.

Of the Plovers, the golden and the grey are the only ones
worth shooting, but the Peewits are very annoying when one
is after big game, as they hover about screeching out, “Pity to
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do it”—and putting every beast within hearing on the gu7
vive. | have then shot them in revenge.

Snipe is, after all, the most pleasant of the small game
shooting in Lower Burma, and though plentiful everywhere
during the season (which generally lasts from early in August
to the end of October, though the birds are found later in
certain localities), yet it is not every one who knows the best
places to look for them. All paddy fields not too much
flooded have them, but these should, in my opinion, be
avoided. There is a great deal of knack in knocking the
birds over, but more in finding the most suitable places to look
for them. I used to go about during the cold season after the
paddy had been cut and stored, and noticed places which I
thought would be left fallow next season, or I looked up
ground slightly inundated and covered lightly with reeds or
rushes; and I used to go there and come back in the season
with a stick laden with the long-bills when better shots than
myself had not a quarter of the birds to show. The Burmese
don’t cultivate the same fields every year; they leave some
fallow for cattle to graze upon, which get manured by their
droppings. The ground is always wet, and as they roam
about, the cattle turn up the sods with their hoofs, and the
snipe—which are never far off—pounce upon the worms, and
will not leave such ground if not too much harassed. Some
wonderful bags have been made in India, and also in Burma.
An officer of the 8oth or 18th regiments, I forget which, killed,
near Shoaydoung, in 1852, 80 couple in one day; but I
think the record bag has been 130 couple to a single gun
somewhere near Madras.

I never shot more than 51} couple in the day, and the most
I ever found on my stick on getting home was 49} couple, the
others having been purloined or dropped off. I once thought
I was going to make an immense bag. [ was shooting at
Tsében, and before twelve o’clock I had 36 couple on my
stick. I then went to the Zyat, where I was putting up, for
breakfast, thinking I should double my bag by the evening;
but heavy rain set in; the birds got wild, and I only killed
12 couple more, and oze hare, which was a rarity on the
Sittang side.
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I was Executive Engineer for five years at Tongho, our then
frontier station. We had as many as 8o Government elephants
in the Pheel Khana, and as these had to go considerable
distances for their daily ckarak, the surrounding country, soon
after the rainy season set in, became a mass of pitfalls,
rendering the ground almost impossible for horse or foot to go
over.

As I had elephants of my own I could always go about,
and more often than not took one or two men with me. One
day I was out alone, and had visited the best snipe grounds
within a radius of five miles without scarcely seeing a bird.
I sat down on a bund, and whilst deploring the bad prospect
before me I noticed a small herd of buffalo going along in
single file. They passed me, crossed a shallow sheet of
water, and entered a forest. Where buffaloes go to graze
there is sure to be some marshy spot; I brightened up a bit,
and followed. I thought I knew every inch of the country,
and never dreamt of there being a marsh in the midst of a
forest, but within a couple of miles I came upon a quin or
clearance in the forest; it was about two miles long, and
perhaps three-quarters of a mile broad. In this the buffaloes
commenced to feed. I put my elephant into it, and up rose
a wisp of some dozen snipe and lit again close by. I was off
my steed in no time, and better sport I never had. I had just
got out my first breech-loader, a pin-fire by Westley Richards,
and not expecting much sport had not brought very many
cartridges with me. The birds lay well, and pitched again
within fifty yards. The walking was easy—it was evident it
had never been shot over before, and in a very short time, and
before I had gone over half the marsh, I had expended all my
cartridges and had 39} couple of birds to show. Within a
few days afterwards I took Lloyd, the Deputy Commissioner,
with me. We began to shoot about eleven, and left off at four,
with a short interval in the afternoon for lunch and rest. Lloyd
had then 361 couple of birds, and I had 36 couple. Going home-
wards on the elephants, two snipe got up, and I bagged them
both with a right and left. The truth is, I lived so much on
elephant-back in those days, and for years afterwards, that I
could shoot almost as well off one as I could on foot.
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A good retriever is worth his weight in gold for snipe-
shooting. I bought in 1860 a nice-looking, well-bred, spaniel
pup. The parents had been imported by Col. Pinson—a well-
known dog fancier.

This pup soon attached himself to me, and as he showed a
propensity for retrieving, I took to shooting birds and throwing
things for him to fetch, but I had not had him out shooting
game until he was about a year old. I was going across the
Kabong river to a pet piece of snipe ground which was then
only known to me, and to get there I went on an elephant,
and took the dog on the pad behind me. Before long the
dog was as sick as if he were crossing the Channel in rough
weather for the first time, and by the time we got to the
ground seemed to be all abroad. Where I dismounted there
was a small Zyat. I left my tiffin-basket there, and walked
into the snipe ground with the dog at my heels. I had soon
several birds on the ground, and bid the dog fetch, but he
showed no aptitude at retrieving at all, and would not leave
heel. I was very fond of him, but utterly disgusted at his
behaviour, as I had expected great things from him, so I went
on shooting, and presently missed him altogether. I screamed
myself hoarse calling him, but could find him nowhere, nor
had the coolies with me seen him go away : so I thought I
had lost him, and went on shooting till about twelve, when I
went back to the Zyat to breakfast, and there I found my dog
curled up close to the basket. I don’t know whether I was
more pleased at finding him, or angry at his behaviour, but I
made much of him, fed him, and took him out "again, but it
was useless—he would not retrieve. So I thought I had been
mistaken in him, and never meant to take him outagain. He
sat behind me on the pad going home, with 26 couple of snipe
close under his nose ; he was not sick.

Whether he got used to the elephant’s motion and began to
comprehend what was required of him from his close contact
with the birds I cannot tell, but the very next time I mounted
an elephant to go out snipe-shooting, he of his own accord
jumped up behind me, and when I commenced to shoot,
although rather wild at first, he soon settled down and
retrieved as if he had been used to it all his life. In time he
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became a perfect retriever : he would remain at heel if told—
or hunt if desired well within shot. My elephant got quite
accustomed to him, and would allow him to jump on and off]
but would not allow another dog to come near him.

One day I hit a snipe ; it flew some way, then towered and
fell into the midst of a very large dense sugar-cane field. I
never expected to see that bird again, but involuntarily said :
“Go in and seek.” He took the fence at a fly—was not in the
field five minutes when he returned with the bird in his mouth.
Dogs don’t last any time in India. I had him for three years,
and he then—whilst romping round me—fell dead of heart
disease, and I lost a dog that I was as fond of as of a child.

Every now and then we hear a great outcry against snipe-
shooting in India. Those who are too lazy and devoid of energy
pronounce it unhealthy ; but all I can say is, that some of the
best-worn and healthiest men in India, even after forty years’
service, are those who have been devoted not only to big
game shooting, but have also been ardent and constant
followers of the long-bills.

Of course if people whilst snipe-shooting drink brandy-
panee, smoke incessantly, wear linen, sit in their wet clothes
when they get home, probably in a draught or under a
punkah, or do other foolish things, they must expect to get
ill, as they deserve to do ; but for a healthy man who is also
ordinarily prudent, not only no harm, but positive benefit, will
be derived from following such sport. If a man is incapable
of standing a day’s snipe-shooting, he is certainly unfit for
campaigning, and the sooner he retires and vegetates in his
club in London thé& better. Wading in mud and water is a
healthful recreation compared to sleeping through the greater
part of the day and constantly imbibing pegs and smoking
strong tobacco to excess. It is not men of an active disposi-
tion who suffer from an Indian climate, it is those of a
sedentary habit. With a proper covering to the head, which
can be bought for a rupee or two, a man can defy the fiercest
sun, and whilst moving about he need not fear getting or being
wet, especially if he wear flannel and change his clothes
directly he leaves off shooting, which is the best; or, immedi-
ately he gets home, has a tepid bath and puts on clean clothes.
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He will not only feel no ill effects, but he will positively be
better for the exercise he has taken. But avoid. stimulants
during the heat of the day, and whilst toiling through mud
and water under a broiling sun, for snipe can best be shot
with advantage during the hours of ten to four. Before and
after that, the birds get wild. The less spirits a man drinks
in India the better. There is no harm in his taking a fair
modicum of the liquor which best pleases him with his evening
meal after the day’s fatigue is over, nor indeed a moderate
allowance of claret-cup or shandy-gaff (beer and ginger-beer
mixed) or even a bottle of Lager beer with his late breakfast
or tiffin, but it is best as a rule to avoid drinking anything,
water not excepted, whilst actually shooting. The more you
drink, the more you want. Tea is a fair substitute, but drink
as little as possible. Men who wish to lead a healthy life in
India must not be molly-coddles, but be given to out-door
sport, be it shooting, riding, cricket, rackets, lawn-tennis, and
the like, but they must at the same time lead a sober life.
Drink used to be the curse of India, but since the habit has
died out Indian lives are accepted by insurance offices as good
as those of others who live in more favoured climes. Now
that European troops are being gradually concentrated on
Hills, single stations for native troops are getting more
numerous, and I think in choosing a place where six or eight
officers are to be bottled up for several years, thought ought
to be had for their amusement and recreation. If a lot of
officers get together in a locality devoid of sport, and with
nothing to distract them except their daily routine of drill, it
is placing them at a great disadvantage, and the chances are,
however efficient and good they were when first they arrived
at such a station, they will soon deteriorate. If there be
neither shooting nor riding to be had, then I think the Govern-
ment should provide a racket-court, a swimming-bath, and
lawn-tennis grounds. For be sure that all work and no play
never answers anywhere, least of all in India.

How can a man who takes no exercise ordinarily be fit to
take part in such a campaign as that of the North-West,
where we have met more than our match in the wild savages
who are at home in their crags, and to whom climbing moun-
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tains, or a twenty-mile trudge, is but child’s play? Pick out
men who.show bodily activity and endurance. Pluck, all
Britons and Irish possess: but more is wanted. Put all men
useless for such work on half-pay ; they are no use as leaders
of men, and the only use of officers is to lead the way, and
how can they do that if they are not physically fit by constant
exercise ? and where can that be obtained so well as in follow-
ing wild field sports? Moreover, a man accustomed to meet
the denizens of the forest has his wits about him, or he is
snuffed out. He will exercise all the cunning he has learned
in wood-craft to outwit not only the beasts of the field, but
the enemies of his country.! All the cramming he has learned
under the present system is not worth a year’s experience of
sport, followed up by a six months’ campaign. Our officers
and men have shown pluck, but the enemy opposed to us are
just as plucky and have out-fought and outwitted us, solely
because they were physically more fit than ourselves.

Godwits are seldom seen. Only one of the Curlews is fit
for the table, in my opinion; but some people like the Raj
Curlew, a large black bird. Of the Cranes, the Coolin or
Kurruk, though plentiful in India, is very rare in Lower
Burma; there are two or three kinds of Bittern, one very
small, but they are seldom shot. As for the Waders, Storks,
etc., their name is legion.

Of all the small game shooting in the lower province, Duck-
shooting is the poorest. Notwithstanding that the country is
greatly inundated during the monsoon and from the flooding
of the rivers, it dries up about the time the annual migration
of the duck tribe takes place. There are no large bheels or
tanks during the cold season, so the ducks pass over to India
where there are suitable places for them, and where they
swarm; but a very few only remain in Pegu. During Sep-
tember I have seen a good many of the Comb Duck, which
often, like the Whistling Teal and also the small Blue-winged
Teal (commonly called Cotton Teal), perch on trees, but they
are not thought much of for the table. There are also a few

! Vide the Boers, who are born sportsmen, and they have outwitted us
as they have been in the habit of doing the fere nature of their country.
D

’
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Brahminee Ducks in pairs along river-banks, but neither are
they appreciated. There was a large bheel a little below
Shoaydoung where a few ducks could be picked up by going
after them in dug-outs. In the delta of the Irrawady a few
also are found.

The water-fowl, as distinguished from the ducks and teal,
are very numerous, but none of them are worth mentioning
excepting the water-pheasant.

The hares on the Irrawady side are fine large beasts, many
of them nearly as large as English ones, and are fairly plenti-
ful ; whilst those on the Sittang are very rare, much whiter,
and not much bigger than a rabbit. If properly cooked, an
Indian hare is not half bad eating, but though in most things
culinary the native servants and cooks are unrivalled, they
are not adepts at cooking game.

When I was sent to Namyan—five miles south of Prome—
to clear it out for building a Station, there was very fair sport
there. I have shot snipe, hares, francolins, jungle fowl, and
occasionally a barking deer, on the same day.

BIG GAME OF LOWER BURMA

Naturalists acknowledge but two species of elephants, the
African and the Asiatic—in which they are undoubtedly
correct; but why they assert that the Muckna or Hine is
identical with the Goondas I do not know. Mr. Sanderson—
for whom I have the greatest respect as a sportsman and
observer—remarked in his 7/%irteen Years among Wild Beasts,
that the having tusks or not was merely accidental, like
whiskers in a man; but I maintain that the two beasts are
varieties, though of the same species. Any good mahout,
whether Indian or Burmese, laughs at such a theory. There
are marked differences, not only amongst the males, but
those differences extend to the females. In Ceylon they are
almost all Mucknas, also in Sumatra; in Burma there are
more Hines than Goondas. In Assam, Goondas predominate,
but there are plenty of Mucknas too. In India the latter are
decidedly in the minority, and, I think, if further search be
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made, it will be acknowledged that Mr. Sanderson made a
mistake in saying they were identical. The Goondas, male
and female, have a broader expanse across the forehead ; the
bump between the eyes and the root of the trunk is more
prominent, but the hollow between the eye and ear, commonly
called the temple, is less marked. Its countenance is more
pleasing, its eyes brighter and kinder-looking; it seldom
grows to the height of the Muckna. The males have large
tusks, the females rudimentary ones.

_The Muckna, called “ Hine ” in Burma, has the head much
longer and narrower, the temple very much depressed; the
trunk is longer, more ponderous, possessing immense strength,
as if to compensate the beast for the want of the formidable
tusks possessed by its rival. Both males and females have
rudimentary tushes only, longer and thicker in the male than
in the female; the eyes are small and sleepy-looking, and its
general appearance morose; and even when quite young it
has an old look. In size, they grow taller and are more leggy
than the Goondas. The two varieties herd apart, but inter-
breed at times, the males often fighting for possession of the
females, and the result of the cross-breed is that you get
large males with very poor tusks, but still tusks, as distinct
from tushes, which adorn the Mucknas.

In Ceylon there is not above one tusker to three hundred
Mucknas. I doubt if there would be that number even, had
not tuskers been imported from the mainland for work in the
timber yards, as only tuskers can carry and stack the heavy
squared logs. Some of these in days gone by have probably
got loose or have had intercourse with the female elephants
of the country, and a throw back is now and then the result.
But from long association with both varieties I am convinced,
in my own mind, that they are varieties, and not identical.

If Nature has not given intellect to these animals, it has
given them an instinct next thing to it. One has only to
hunt them in their wilds to learn how wonderfully Providence
has taught them to choose the most favourable ground,
whether for feeding or encamping, and to resort to jungles,
where their ponderous bodies so resemble rocks or the dark
foliage by which they are surrounded that it is most difficult
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for the hunter to distinguish them from surrounding objects ;
while their feet are so made, that not only can they trample
over any kind of ground, whether hard or soft, thorny or
smooth, but without emitting a sound. Some of their en-
camping grounds are models of ingenuity, surrounded on
three sides by a tortuous river, impassable for ordinary
mortals by reason either of the depth of water, its precipitate
banks, quicksands, or entangling weeds in its beds, whilst the
fourth side would be protected by a tangled thicket or quag-
mire. Insuch a place (as I have found them in) the elephants
are in perfect safety, as it is impossible to get at them without
making sufficient noise to put them on the alert. Their
mode of getting within such an enclosure is also most ingeni-
ous. They will scramble down the bank where the water is
deepest, and then, either wading or swimming up or down
stream, ascend the opposite bank a good half-mile or more
from the place they descended, thereby increasing the difficulty
of following them. I was over an hour once endeavouring
to get into such a fastness as I have attempted to describe,
in which some twenty or more elephants were assembled,
within a space nowhere more than four hundred yards square,
but so well were all the approaches protected, that when at
last I did succeed in getting over the preliminary difficulties,
the noise we made was sufficient to have awakened the seven
sleepers, to say nothing of disturbing a herd of elephants
always more or less on the gui vive, that I had the pleasure
of secing them make their exit one way as I entered that on
the opposite, and I never even got a shot, for such was the
intricate nature of the country, it was useless—indeed all but
impossible—to follow them with any chance of getting within
range. They prefer forests by day and open ground by night,
and feed on bamboos, wild cardamam, plantains, null, branches
of certain trees, the ficus preferred, or long grass, which is
abundant in all the plains; but if there be any cultivation
within reach of their stronghold they will go for it and do
more harm by trampling it down than by devouring it, which
is not inconsiderable either. It is marvellous too how they
remember the seasons when certain fruits are ripe. I have
noticed this more in Africa than in India, but it is true of
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both. Before this fruit or vegetable appears there will not be
an elephant within fifty miles of the locality; directly it
ripens, down come the lordly beasts and hover about till the
season is past or the succulent morsels devoured.

To hunt these animals successfully on foot is very hard
work, and requires a man to be not only in good training,
sound of wind and limb, but also to be possessed of determin-
ation, undaunted pluck, a quick eye, and very sharp ears; he
must also have learnt the art of walking over ground covered
with fallen timber and déér7s, and through dense jungles and
forests without emitting the slightest sound.

Huge as are these beasts, none are easier to kill if the
hunter comes across one whilst on foot at sufficiently close
quarters, and if he knows the right spot to aim at and hit,
and the angle to fire. A knowledge of the two must be
combined; one without the other is useless. Although I have
lately read in Mr. Chandler’s T/rough Jungle and Desert that
with the Mannlicher 256 rifle, his comrade Von Hohnel killed
elephants at 300 to 400 yards, I need not say such would be
impossible in India, because you would never see them at
such distances. The golden rule is to get as close as possible
—the distance should not exceed 20 yards, better if it be
some ten paces closer. General Michael, the great elephant-
shot of Southern India, lays down certain rules for shooting
them in the Encyclopedia of Sport. They differ very slightly
from mine already published in-Sport in Burma, and Fifty
Years' Reminiscences of India.

GENERAL MICHAEL'S. MINE.

1. “Ifthe animal be directly 1. The bump between the
facing you, with both eyes eyes, which should be fired at
visible, and standing on the from the front, low down and
same level as yourself, or a upward.
little above you, plant your
ball low in the rounded bump
which is so conspicuous on an
elephant’s forehead just above
the trunk. At that spot there
is a convenient opening in the
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GENERAL MICHAEL'S.
skull through which the bullet
will pass slightly upwards,
direct to the brain.

2. “If he be facing you, with
both eyes visible, but standing
on a lower level than yourself]
plant your ball in the con-
cavity of the forehead just
above the rounded bump.

3. “Iftheanimalbestanding
at three-quarters face towards
you, with only one eye visible,
shoot into the hollow of the
temple in a line between the
eye and the orifice of the ear,
at such an angle that the
bullet may cut the middle of
the imaginary rod passing
through the ears.

4. “If hebestanding exactly
broadside on to you, shoot

straight into the orifice of the
ear.

MINE.

2. Not noticed.

3. The temple, between the
corner of the eye and top of
ear. This shot should be
fired either from the right or
left face, from the front,
slightly .upwards and back-
ward, or in the centre of the
hollow or temple equidistant
from the corner of the eye to
the top of the ear. Of all
shots this is the easiest to
kill with, and the safest to
the hunter, because being on
one side, if the shot does not
prove fatal, and the elephant
either charges or involuntarily
rushes forward, as most ani-
mals are apt to do on suddenly
receiving a wound, the sports-
man will not be in the line of
charge or flight, and will be
less liable to be trampled upon
than in firing the front shot.

4. This correspondswith my
No. 5, which is—fire straight
across into the orifice of the
ear. For this shot the gun
should be on a level with the
ear.
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GENERAL MICHAEL'’S.

5. “If he be standing with
his head three-quarters turned
away from you, and if you
can still see one eye, shoot
behind the ear when he flaps
-it forward, at the level of the
orifice. If his head be so
much turned away from you
that you cannot see his eye,
do not fire.

6. “Get as close as you can,”
etc.

(In all of which I agree, but
have already stated them.)

MINE.

5. Thiscorresponds with my
No. 3, which is—a spot just
behind the ear at the junction
of the head ; but this is a shot
one seldom gets.

6. I have mentioned two
other vulnerable spots—a shot
fired from a moderate height
downwards in a forward direc-
tion, striking the back of the
head at the junction of the
spine—when death will be
instantaneous.

A ball placed behind the
shoulder at the point of the
elbow. I have seen this done
by native skikaries, success-
fully.

A shot fired into an up-
raised foot will cripple the
beast and make him an easy
victim to succeeding shots.

It will be seen that we differ very little, if at all; but I
would advise the young sportsman to be guided by General
Michael in preference to myself, because he has seen so much
more of elephant-shooting than I have. The spots I have
mentioned and the angles were all successfully tried by
myself, but I don’t pretend to pit my experience against his.
My colleague’s remarks also deserve attention.

Although the trumpeting of elephants at night leads one
to suppose that they are close at hand, yet this noise is very
deceptive. They wander about so silently, and, as a rule, they
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go such immense distances, that a stern chase is, with them,
the proverbially long one. Although I shot several elephants
in Lower Burma, yet, as my colleague will relate his adven-
tures which will be new, whereas mine would be stale, I leave
them out.

Elephants are at all times a wandering race ; they consume
so much, and waste so much more, that no single forest could
long support them, hence their roving propensities. During
the rains they are very destructive to the paddy crops; when
the harvest has been gathered, they retire to their hill fast-
nesses ; it is best to follow them there, but somehow—with a
few exceptions—sportsmen now-a-days fear discomforts and
fever more than a generation or two back. There is no royal
road to sport—risks must be run, if you wish to be successful
and are at heart a skikarie. You must first learn to shoot
quickly and accurately; then study the habits of the beasts
you wish to follow, and the right way to circumvent them,
and then to rough it.

Elephants have a very keen sense of smell and of hearing,!
and so they must be approached up wind; and in the dry
season, owing to the number of fallen twigs and leaves, it is
almost impossible to come close enough to a herd to be able
to kill one. If they hear the slightest noise, off they go, but
after the jungles have been burnt and a shower or two has
fallen, particularly when they are feeding on bamboos, they
are easier to get at. A friend of mine once got so close to a
tusker’s quarters, that he gave him a pat to make him turn
out, which he did, only to fall dead instantly.

The tree leeches,? so plentiful in forests inhabited by these
beasts in Lower Burma, are a sad drawback to-the pleasures
of sport—as I never found anything which could keep them
out for long. I tried the crude petroleum as obtainable in
Burma ; that did for a while, but directly it got washed off
by the dew, in they got. The best—though by no means an

1 Their sense of hearing or sight is dull, in iy opinion, compared with
their sense of smell.—W. S. THOM.
2 None in Upper Burma.—W. S. THOM.?

1 He has found plenty lately in the Arrakan Yomahs.—F. T. P.



SHOOTING ELEPHANTS—TREE LEECHES 41

absolute—preventative, is wearing first thick worsted stockings,
and over them drawing on a pair of closely knitted cotton or
silk stockings, and saturating them with either petrol or a
thick decoction of salt and very little water. But then if they
can’t get at your legs or feet, they will crawl down your back,
or.get in anywhere, where a loophole is left. They not only
deplete one, but the bites very often fester. In fact they,
ticks, and mosquitoes, are the plagues of a sportsman’s life,
and cause him frequently, I fear, to use many and often big,
big D’s.

Some remarks on elephant-shooting by that excellent
sportsman Col. McMaster are so apropos that I take the liberty
of inserting them here.

“Those who only think of elephants as they have seen
these domestic giants working at any of the innumerable
tasks on which these almost reasoning slaves may be em-
ployed, can hardly imagine how puzzling a matter it is to
distinguish them amongst the dark shadows and irregular
outlines that fill up any portion of a landscape in their forest
haunts.

“I was for some moments, it seemed to me hours, waiting
in long grass and reeds within a few feet, not yards, of the
head of a fine tusker, without being able to get a satisfactory
shot at him, or even see more than an indistinct dusky
outline of form, or a dark shadow as his trunk was raised
aloft, when the mighty beast suspected that he scented mis-
chief. Having at length made sure that there was something
uncanny near him, he uttered a shrill cry and wheeled right
round on the very spot on which he stood, without exposing
any more vulnerable target than his enormous hind-quarters,
at which it would have been wicked and wanton cruelty to
fire—rushed down the hill, followed by his family (eight or
ten unwieldy wives and sturdy children), whose progress, as
they crashed through the dense undergrowth of long grass,
caused a noise sufficient to startle any one whose nerves were
not tightly braced, and which my pen is certainly too weak
to describe.”

The following is an extract from the South of India
Observer, by “ Hawkeye "—General R. Hamilton, I believe;
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a brother of that famous draughtsman and skzkarze, General
Douglas Hamilton, better known as “ Velvet Foot” of the old
sporting magazines.

“On another occasion I was dlown at by a wild elephant,
who threw her trunk out from behind the jungle lining the
narrow path along which we were running to intercept the
herd, and blew her nose so suddenly in the chest and face of
the leading man, that he fell back right upon me. We had
cut this elephant off from her companions, and having a young
calf to take care of, she had loitered behind the herd. In this
case we noticed what I have before alluded to—the wonderful
and extraordinarily quiet manner in which these gigantic
animals noiselessly move through the forest when trying to
avoid observation or danger.”

The height of an elephant is all but twice the circumference
of the front foot as it rests on the ground. This is not quite
exact, but near enough for all purposes. Elephants vary
much in size. 'We hear of 12, 13, and even 14 feet, as men-
tioned by some writers; the same credence can be placed
on that statement as of the 12, 13, and more feet tigers.
I do not think that elephants grow to the same size as they
used, for one of 10 feet is now very rare, and a taller all but
unknown ; but there is the skeleton of one in the Calcutta
Museum of Natural History which measures 11 feet, 2 or 3
inches in height, and must have been, when living, close on
12 feet. The tallest elephants I have ever seen, wild or
tame, were Mucknas. There was one in the Commissariat,
a very old decrepit one, 10} feet, but 9 feet for a male is a
fair size—rather over than under, and 8 feet for a female.
For Lower Burma elephants are a sine gud non for hunting.
There are places where game can be followed on foot, when
you get there, but to reach the localities you must have these
giants to take you there.

I have never known an elephant that could be invariably
depended upon for dangerous shooting ; they are like women
—*“Uncertain, coy, and difficult to please.” I have had them
as staunch as possible one trip; perhaps the very next—
without the slightest cause—they would run from a deer and
even from a hare !—whilst if a peafowl or partridge got up
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with a whirr under their trunks, they would quake with
fear and hesitate to advance. One of my elephants, a
very massive, powerful female Koonkie, did not care two
pins for a tiger, but if she saw a pony coming towards her
at a canter she would run for her life, and nothing could
stop her.

Be careful with your gear for all your elephants; have the
guddies made to fit each individual animal. No two have
the backbone alike; in some it is far more prominent than in
others ; the portion over the spine must be left open, and the
pad, lined with pith, should be well stuffed and sufficiently
thick to prevent anything placed on it pressing on the back
ridge. If you don’t see to this, and your beast gets a sore
back, you can’t use him. The lump formed has to be lanced
and the pus let out, and if an elephant is once cut he is never
so staunch afterwards as before the operation—at least, that is
my own experience after having kept them for twenty-one
years. A good mahout will instil pluck into a cowardly
elephant, whilst a coward will cause the pluckiest animal to
run away. We all know what influence a man has on a
horse—it is doubly so on an elephant, which is a far more
impressionable beast, and with not half the spirit of a thorough-
bred horse. The behaviour of the animal is but a reflex of
that of his rider. I here give an instance, though it did not
occur in Burma, but in Assam.

Col. J. Macdonald, Deputy .Superintendent of Surveys in
Bengal, a capital sportsman, was on a tour of inspection, and
as he was anxious to kill a rhinoceros or two, I took him with
me into the dooars where I had to go on duty. The
Luckeepore Zemindar lent him for the trip one of the largest
and staunchest elephants in the province, off whose back
tigers, rhinoceros, buffaloes, etc., had been killed by the dozen.
His history too was a curious one. He was born in captivity,
his mother having been caught but a few months before his
birth, which took place on the same day as the Zemindar’s
eldest child. The natives are very superstitious, and the
Brahmins foretold that the prosperity of the family depended
on their keeping possession of the elephant, who rapidly
developed into a very fine and high caste animal, but with
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only one tusk! When young he had been considerably
maltreated by a huge Muckna; but when he was about
twenty he walked off into the jungles and was not heard  of
for two years. There was great grief in the Zemindaree, and
all efforts to find him proved vain; but after he had been
given up and mourned over as one lost for ever, he returned
to his shed as quietly as if he had never left it. The first
thing he did was to go in for his old enemy the Muckna, and
after a severe fight he vanquished his opponent and reigned
supreme, and has shown no inclination to revert to a wild life
since. Macdonald was decidedly in luck getting him, as his
owner did not often lend him to people. With him came the
mahout who had been with him since his birth.

On May 6 we arrived at Soonapilly, where in general
rhinoceros were plentiful; we started very early on the 7th,
and came across fresh marks at once; but as it was a
boisterous day, the beasts themselves had retired into the
long grass, where it was not worth while to follow them, as
shooting them in that was out of the question. Whilst
looking for these pachyderms we came across some marsh
deer, and afterwards fell in with a herd of buffaloes, and duly
accounted for some of each. We found there was a party of
elephant-noosers camped not far off, who had disturbed the
game, so we moved camp to Basbarie, going across country
ourselves, and sending our traps by village pathways. 1 told
Macdonald to lead the way as soon as we came across the
fresh track of a rhinoceros, and it was fortunately travelling
the same way as ourselves. I had a Cacharie mahout,
Sookur by name, a very plucky fellow, and about the best
tracker I ever saw. Although the marks were those of the
morning and we followed up as fast as we could, we did not
come across our quarry under six or seven miles, and then
found her with her little one lying down in a mud-hole. We
both fired a couple of shots each, and the hubbub that followed
was deafening. The rhinoceros grunted its peculiar cry, and
even the redoubtable Maina, who had heard this cry times
without end, turned tail; mine did the same, of course. By

! The natives prize these more than those with two tusks, and call them
Gosein.
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the time we got back we found the big beast dead, and as the
young one had also been hit, we had to kill it.

On the gth we started at daybreak, going along the banks
of a stream, and soon hit off a trail, Macdonald leading, and
I keeping a little on one side, ready to pour in a volley if
required. In about an hour we came upon a fine male.
Macdonald fired and hit, but he ran into grass about 20
feet high, and into this we followed, but there were so many
tracks in every direction that we soon lost the one we had
been following. We still continued our course,and presently
came to a patch of unusually high and dense grass into which
Maina refused to enter, and mine hung back too. So we
knew there was something ahead of us. We told Maina’s
mahout to push his beast in, but he declared it would not go
in, so Sookur called out: “Get out of the way: it is you who
are afraid, not the elephant!” Giving Lutchmie a few vigor-
ous prods he drove her headlong into the entangled thicket.
I looked about everywhere, and had perhaps gone through
half the patch without seeing anything, when something
induced me to look back, and there within ten yards of me
stood a full-grown rhinoceros, craning its neck and staring
up at me in a peculiarly idiotic manner; a lucky shot dropped
her dead, and then we discovered that there was a young one
with her: so leaving the carcase and the butcha undisturbed,
we sent an elephant back to the village for nets and men to
catch the calf, and went on ourselves. It was, as I have said,
a boisterous day, and a nasty drizzling rain set in; the grass
was so blown about that to track any animal was useless, so
we were thinking of returning to camp when we came upon
two very fresh spoors. We could not resist following them for
awhile, Macdonald still leading. We had to go further than
we thought, and again came upon very heavy grass. Maina
suddenly turned off to the left and went off full score. I
called out, “Where are you going? that is not the way the
rhinoceros have gone.” But I got no reply, and the elephant
and his rider vanished. Sookur, after abusing Maina’s mahout,
went straight on, and within a hundred yards I came upon two
full-grown rhinoceros. I could see their ears and indistinct
forms, looking towards me, so guessing for the chest of the
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larger, I let fly. A shriek and a headlong charge was the
result—Lutchmie spun round like a teetotum and went off at
her best pace. I had just time to turn round and fire as the
rhinoceros’ nose was within a foot of my elephant’s posterior.
I was using a muzzle-loader—a double, two-groove No. 10
rifle by Joseph Lang, the bullets hardened with a mixture of
quicksilver. The bullet entered the backand passed out at the
belly and floored my antagonist, but the row she kicked up
frightened Lutchmie to such an extent that although I got
her to go back, the least movement on the part of the mortally
wounded beast made her scamper, and correct shooting was
impossible. 1 knew the beast could not survive, and not
wishing to get my elephant cut, I left her and made the best
of my way homne.

I bathed, lunched, and still there was no news of Macdonald,
but as he had our breakfast-basket behind his howdah, con-
taining all that was requisite for refreshing the inner man, I
knew he would not starve, but wondered what had become of
him and Maina. He returned about 6 p.m. Maina, on
smelling the rhinoceros, had turned off abruptly, and going
at his best pace straight across country, had returned to our
yesterday’s camp some twelve miles distant !—crossing in his
course several nasty nullahs without slackening his speed, and
shaking his rider intoa jelly. The mahout had lost all control
over him.

After resting awhile, and having something to eat, Macdonald
wanted to return by the direct route we had followed, but
nothing would induce the animal to leave Soonapilly unless
he had a man walking ahead of him, and by the long and
circuitous pathway made by the villagers.

Now what had upset this usually staunch animal? I can
only account for it in this way: Macdonald had a theory,
knowing how fond of opium the Assamese are, that if he took
some of this drug with him and kept doling it out, the mahout’s
zeal and pluck would be increased. I fancy he gave no
thought to what the mahout had previously taken—the two
combined proved too much for the man’s nerves, and he got
demoralized and communicated his funk to the animal he
bestrode.
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I have seen Maina many times since in all sorts of scrim-
mages, and I never saw him show the white feather again,
though with the same mahout on his back; but I fancy the
Zemindar, when he heard what disgrace had been brought on
his pet sZékarze elephant, gave the mahout a bad quarter of an
hour. During the night the villagers brought in the young
rhinoceros, and when I saw him the next morning he was the
impersonification of all that is savage. He was securely
tethered, but he tried to get at everybody—a tiger could not
have been more savage. Yet in the course of a couple of days
he quieted down, ate plantains out of the hand, and in a week
followed Sookur about everywhere. I sold him to Jamrach’s
agent for £60, but I believe I ought to have got double.



CHAPTER III

THE CARNIVORA
THE TIGER

THE Burmese assert that there are two varieties of tiger:
those of the plains that live on the village cattle being much
the larger, and with a longer tail; those that roam over the
hills and live principally on such game as they can outwit,
being much smaller and with shorter tails; but, if anything,
more fierce than the former. Tigers are plentiful all over the
country, but very difficult to find; and where cattle and game
abound they do little or no harm to human life. But in the
remoter districts, especially in the Yonzaleen, man-eaters are
very plentiful. Captain Watson of the Artillery, Assistant
Commissioner of Yonzaleen, assured me he seldom crossed
over the Hills to get to Kyoukee in the plains without losing
one or more men. In Assam they are more plentiful than in
Burma and more get-at-able. Generally each tiger has his
beat, and will tolerate no other male on his preserves. If an
intruder puts in an appearance a battle-royal takes place, and
if one is killed, he is often eaten by the survivor. The length
of tigers has been greatly exaggerated. I have never seen
one more than 10 feet 2 inches as he lay dead, and the largest
I ever heard of from a reliable authority was 10 feet 4 inches.

I here give an instance. A tiger we shot measured as he
lay dead 10 feet 1 inch ; when the skin was taken off it was 12
feet 6 inches; when pegged out and dried it became 13 feet
4 inches—these measurements having been noted at the time in
my note-book. He was an unusually big brute, with a very
loose skin on him.

The size of a tiger of course depends a great deal on the

52
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quantity of food available. Where cattle abound they are
very destructive. I have known one tiger to kill five bullocks
off the reel, to drag them into the dense bush where vultures
would not get a sight of them, and there to leave them and
partake of them when he was so disposed. If anything, I
think they prefer their game high. I read when a boy that a

TIGER SKIN.

tiger never condescended to partake of anything not killed by
himself, but there cannot be a greater fallacy; they drag away
and eat the cattle that have died of murrain, and which are
thrown to a distance from the village. There is not a surer
bait than a buffalo or a gaur or even an elephant or rhinoceros
that has been shot and left; but generally he won’t go for
them until putrefaction has well set in. I heard of one officer
who had shot three tigers one night by sitting up over the
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body of an elephant he had shot five days before. And as for
the legend that man-eaters are old mangy brutes who take to
homicidal practices when they are'unable to pull down game
or cattle, and that they are sans teeth, sans vigour, sans every-
thing but hunger, it is'a myth. I have known them shot as
sleek as a well-cared-for cat, young, active, and vicious, and as
portions of the cloth of the victim slain were taken out of him,
there could be no mistake as to his identity.

Occasionally white tigers are met with—I saw a magnificent
skin of one at Edwin Ward’s in Wimpole Street; and Mr.
Shadwell, Assistant Commissioner in the Cossyah and Jynteah
hills, also had two skins quite white. I have also heard of ore
black tiger having been killed. Some have coats far more
fulvous than others ; a few, greatly prized for their rarity, have
double stripes, or very nearly double.

Tigers have a wonderful knack of hiding themselves. I have
known one to be in a bush which we passed quite close and
unseen, although it was so bare that one would have thought
a hare could not have been in it unobserved. Man-eaters, as
a rule, are probably more cowardly than the cattle-lifters, but
occasionally they are the very reverse. Witness the following,
as related by Colonel McMaster, who was at that time Adjutant
of his regiment, and a bold, successful sportsman, and good
naturalist, whether with the rifle or the spear or pen :—

“The 36th Regiment was en rowte from Samulcottah to
Berhampore in the Northern Sircars, and was approaching
Tonee. An officer’s servant, who with the men’s kit had, as
is often the case, preceded the corps to the next encamping
ground, was—just at dusk and close to the mess-guard—
carried off the high-road by a tiger; an infant, then about
eighteen months old, which he had in his arms when he was
seized, was quite unhurt in the awful rush that took place.
It would be interesting to know what effect the recollection of
the scene may have had on the child in after life. On hearing
of the tragedy next day, when we reached our encamping
ground, three of us went back to the spot, about three miles
off, to try and recover the body. Except that we made our
way in Indian file through thick thorny bushes, under which
we had to creep sometimes on hands and knees, the trail—
marked with fragments of clothes, the cap, keys, purse, blood
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and hair of the victim-—was an easy one. The body was very
little mangled, so it was determined to wait for the return of
the tiger, and in the meanwhile to put up a small platform in
the only tree near.

I had office work to attend to in camp, so left my two
comrades, who took breakfast and shelter from the sun (it was
then near mid-day) under a bush close to, but not within sight
of the body, which was not a pleasant spectacle during their
meal; their gun-carriers were about the spot, collecting the
rough materials at hand for the Michan. While all were thus
employed, the tiger carried off the body from their midst in
open day and through not very thick brushwood, without
being observed by any one. I returned to them soon after, as
they were trying to follow the trail, this time without success,
for the body had now neither blood nor rags to mark the path,
and the ground was hard. It is difficult to conceive how the
beast could have outwitted them, but so it was. I still think,
from the trail as we had it first, that this was a small tiger—
probably a tigress.”

The peculiar cry of the jackal (which is generally called
the “phe&al”), so unlike its usual unearthly howl, has caused
much discussion. It is only the frightened cry of a jackal.
As the yelp of a dog undergoing chastisement, or under sudden
fright is totally different from its bark, so when the jackal is
attempting to poach on the preserve of his master, the tiger,
and the latter puts in a sudden appearance, the “provider,”
as he is called—the purloiner would be a truer title—goes off
with his tail between his legs, uttering the cry of a “phéal.”
Of this I am sure, as it once occurred before me, when a
leopard made a spring at a jackal ; and once when General
Blake and Mr. Barry were watching over a dead bullock, near
Rungeah.

Tigers are chary of attacking wild buffaloes, but they often
kill isolated tame ones; but if the herd be near, they will
charge en masse, and 1 once saw a tiger so killed.

Nor does a tiger care to tackle a wild boar in the open—
the bodies of the two have been found near each other dead.
Scott of my regiment, when with Peyton, gth Regiment, the
crack shot, on the Bison Hill up the Godavery, saw a boar
trotting up the hill-side champing his tushes and looking
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round every moment—so he stepped behind a tree to see
what was up ; as soon as the boar had reached the crest of
the hill, which was quite flat and open, then hé turned round
and halted. In a few seconds up came a large tiger,-but the
pig would not move; as the tiger walked round him, so the
pig turned, presenting a bold front. Scott was so absorbed
in the spectacle, wishing to see its denodiment, that he never
thought of firing ; but whether the tiger funked or whether
he got a taint of the biped, he suddenly sprang down the hill-
side, and the boar galloped off on that opposite. Before
Scott could raise his gun to fire, both animals had disappeared.
I here relate a story of a tussle we had with a tigress.

On May 11 we moved to Myetquin from Banlong on the
Sittang, Burma. 1

Madden and Osmer of the 6gth went out to try and secure
one or two of the numerous deer we could see scattered over
the plain, whilst Boyle and I stayed at home.

Between 3 and 4 p.m., just as we were thinking of having
our daily bath, a mahout on a small elephant hurried up,
saying his confréres on the other elephants had surrounded
a tiger close by. We could see them grouped in a circle not
more than a quarter of a mile away. We had no time to
spare, as the sun sets about 6 p.m. There is no twilight in
the east, and it would be dark at 6.30. Boyle, brother of the
defender of Arrah, had not undressed, but I had on only my
pyjama suit and no socks, and a pair of slipshod slippers.

Seizing a couple of guns each, we mounted the elephant
without changing, and in a few minutes were at the scene of
action. Boyle got on to a large commissariat tusker—on a
pad. I goton to my own elephant, and sat on the charah,
or green fodder, which was piled on his back ready to be
taken to camp. No sooner did we advance than I saw the
tigress creeping along in front of us, but she saw us as soon
as we spotted her, and before we could fire, with a short half-
roar, half-growl, came at usopen-mouthed. I think her object
was to frighten our steeds, and in this she fully succeeded, as
every beast we had turned tail and bolted; but both Boyle
and I fired, and one of our shots went through her foot. She
then took refuge in a patch of long grass. As soon as we
got control over the elephants, we formed line and again
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FIGHT WITH A TIGRESS 61

advanced, but although my elevated position gave me a great
advantage as far as seeing was concerned, yet my seat was very
insecure—the charah wobbled about, and [ had two weapons
to look after. We had my howdah in camp, but there was
no time left to send for it. We had great difficulty in inducing
our elephants to advance; they kept trumpeting, shuffling
their feet along the ground, knocking the tips of their trunks
on the hard earth or against their feet—showing, in fact, all
the symptoms of being in a blue funk. The tigress had
shown good generalship in her tactics, for she had succeeded
in thoroughly demoralizing our steeds, and had rendered the
task of slaying her a most difficult one.

However, we forced them into the long grass and started
her again. No sooner was her rush heard than all the hathées
except mine formed a close phalanx and ran for their lives,
taking Boyle with them. Mine did not retreat, but he was
very unsteady, swaying about and kicking up the earth with
his fore-foot. To shoot accurately off his back was impos-
sible ; he was a fine young tusker of the very highest caste, but
had not been broken in for shooting. I told my mahout, a
Mussalman, to force his steed into a patch of grass into which
the tigress retired. Before I reached it, Boyle, with the other
elephants, joined me. I could see the grass moving as the
tigress swayed her tail to and fro, and I knew she meant
mischief. Shoayjah, a Burman skzkarize, had come up, and
mounted one of the leading elephants ; he urged me to fire at
the moving grass. I did so, and as the movement ceased I
thought I had made a lucky shot and slain the tigress. I
told the mahout to push his elephant in; we had not gone
above 10 yards, when the tusker began to protest by sundry
shakings of his body and pitiful cries, but still his head was
towards the foe.

She rushed out like a shot from a catapult, and although 1
fired and hit her, she closed, and seized the elephant by the
right foot; but he, with a mighty effort, jerked her off, and
threw her to a distance of some 10 or 12 feet. As she lit
on her back, close to Boyle, whose steed was in full flight,
he fired and shot her through the stomach. I too, fired, and
hit her somewhere. But she picked herself up and went into
a thicket close by. By this time I was getting riled, and
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repented of having got on to the charah, but there was no
time for delay, if we wanted to bag the tigress.

I stood where we were until I saw the other elephants
coming back, though at a snail’s pace, protesting the whole
time. My mahout had been punishing my beast, and I think
he got his pecker up, as he did not hesitate to push his way
into the thicket. No sooner had his head entered than the
tigress sprang clean off the ground, lighted between his tusks
and, clinging to the trunk and forehead with her claws, she
set to work to maul him about the jaws. I had hit her as she
sprang, but she seemed to bear a charmed life, and to be still
full of fight. Those who are familiar with elephants will
realize the row mine kicked up at this mark of affection on
the part of the feline.

He suddenly threw himself on his knees, and began to drive
his long tusks into the ground, imagining, no doubt, that he
was pounding the tigress to death ; but she was perfectly safe
where she was, and was mauling him dreadfully. As the
tusker dropped on his knees, the charah toppled over and I
was sent flying. I lit on the broad of my back, holding on
like grim death to my gun—the rifle had fallen off with the
charah. I had half-cocked the weapon as I felt falling off,
but re-cocked it directly I embraced mother earth. When I
picked myself up I was about four feet in front of the infuri-
ated elephant and the equally enraged tigress. To shoot was
impossible, so rapid were the movements and so intricately
mixed were the two—and I might perhaps shoot the
mahout or the elephant—so I thought discretion the better
part of valour, and retreated backwards.

Boyle had seen me disappear, and thought I was in the
clutches of the tigress ; he was thrashing his mahout to come
to the rescue, but not a beast would budge an inch in the re-
quired direction. I expected every moment the tigress would
leave the elephant and attack me, so I kept my eyes steadily
on the combatants and my gun at the ready. I had no shoes
or socks on—my slipshods had disappeared—the ground was
hard and lumpy and covered with the stalks of the grass
which had just then been burnt a short time back. The
stumps were sticking out of the ground like panjies, and cruelly
lacerated my feet ; there were thousands of trailing creepers
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with hook-like thorns, and these kept tripping me up, and
every few paces I went a cropper backwards. Every time I
fell, Boyle thought the tigress had me, but could do nothing
to help me; after about as nasty a hundred yards’ trudge as
I ever wish to undergo, I got to where the elephants were
congregated ; the soles of my feet and my legs (pretty well
denuded of my pyjamas) were torn and bleeding.

Fortunately just then a large commissariat tusker, who
had been with Madden and Osmer, came upon the scene. I
jumped on to the pad on his back, and he—not having been
in the scrimmage—advanced pretty rapidly towards where
the elephant and tigress were still fighting. Before I had
gone 50 yards I saw my elephant, who had shaken off the
tigress, coming towards me at his best pace, dragging the
charah along the ground and the mahout hanging on to his
hind-quarters, instead of being seated on the neck as usual.
As he passed me he called out—

“ She has bitten me!”

I of course hurried to the front; no sooner had I got
within about 20 yards, than without waiting to be shot at,
she charged. I hit her and stopped her for a second;
had the elephant stood, I might have killed her, but he
spun round like a teetotum. She rushed on and seized him
high up on the inside of the thigh, and hung on like a
bulldog.

Using the gun like a pistol, with one hand, whilst I held on
with the other to the ropes of the pad, I tried to shoot her ;
but her body swayed about so that I missed ; and she fell off
and went into another patch of grass. As soon as I could
get this elephant—who was nearly 10 feet in height—round,
I again returned to the charge, but it was already getting
dusk; she did not allow us to get very close, but rushed at
me with short, coughing roars that sent the steed flying.

To make a long story short, this vixen mauled my second
mount several times, receiving herself a bullet each time;
but no great damage was done either way. I was as savage
as the tigress, and would have advanced on foot had it been
practicable ; but the grass, though burnt here and there, was
too long in her vicinity, for she did not throw a chance away
for a man to have had any chance. My elephant at last
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refused to budge—it was all but dark—so we judged it better
to leave her and look her up in the morning.

My poor mahout’s foot was fearfully bitten—almost
crunched to bits. He bore his wounds like a Spartan, and
all he said was that it was his “ nuseeb ”—pre-ordained luck.
He hoped I'd get the tigress on the morrow. Madden was
afraid at first that he would have to amputate the leg, but the
man begged him to spare it, even if so doing cost him his
life. So Madden, who was as good a doctor as he was a
companion, took out as many of the broken bones as he
could, and bandaged up the foot, but he had no medicines,
instruments, or appliances with him. I sent off a man at once
to Tongho; he went all night and reached the station next
day—getting all he was told to bring. He got into a dug-out,
and after an absence of only thirty-six hours he was back
again, having covered one hundred and some twenty miles
in that time, and was fully satisfied with the reward, 20
rupees, which I gave him.

Thanks to our medico’s skill and kindness, the man
recovered, but his foot was never very sound, for every now
and then a sore would break out and pieces of bone come
away ; but he remained with me whilst I was employed in
the Provinces. ‘

The elephant’s wounds caused by the tigress were bad
enough, but the worst were where he had been cut by the
ropes of the charah. I have been in many scrimmages after-
wards, and he behaved fairly, but was never a very good
shooting elephant, as he would not remain perfectly still.

At daylight next morning we were back at the scene of
combat. There lay the plucky tigress on her back—dead.
She must have died soon after she drove us off, for the body
was quite offensive ; but I have known this to happen a few
hours after death.

She had thirteen wounds ; we took out eleven bullets—two
had gone right through. I recovered my double rifle, but
never saw my slipshod slippers again.

The tigress was only g feet long as she lay dead, but
her tail was very short, and the Burmese said she was a hill
tigress, who had probably wandered into the plains after
game ; and that those of her caste were all more savage than
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the tigers of the plain, who fatten upon the kine of the
people.
Thus ended as pretty a scrimmage as one cares to be in.

Charlie Hill's escape from a man-eater has been told by me
too often to bear repetition here 7z extenso, but 1 give a
brief summary of it.

He was with a party of Burmese Police in chase of our
Shan levies who had mutinied and absconded with their arms.
One morning, just after daybreak, he was marching along
ahead of his men with only a stout stick in his hand, and his
boy and an orderly carrying his gun and rifle, with orders to
keep close : of course they loitered.

He was following a narrow path along a hill-side fringed
with grass which much resembles bamboo when young, and
thought he heard a slight noise, and thinking it might be a
yit or a jungle fowl, he turned round and told his lagilay to
hand him his gun. Before the lad could do so, out came the
head of a tigress almost within striking distance; and un-
fortunately not only he, but his detachment and his boys saw
it too, and halted, crying out—* A tiger! a tiger !—he will be
killed ! ”—without coming to his assistance. Seeing that he
could get neither his weapons nor help from those behind him,
he pretended to hit the brute a back-handed blow, yelling at
her the same time. So far from intimidating her, she rushed
in, and Hill—who was then in the zenith of his manhood and
stood 6 feet 2—gave her a crack on the side of her head
which either felled or turned her, and then he turned round
and said—

“Give me the gun.”

Hardly were the words out of his mouth when his stick
was knocked out of his hand, his right arm pinioned to his
side, and the brute was standing over him with her paws on
his shoulders, growling like the very devil. He bent his back,
and hit at her with his left arm over his right shoulder ; but
with a whoop, she came down on his back and he fell as if shot,
the tigress going a complete somersault over him. He lost
no time in picking himself up—on all-fours; the blood was
pouring down his face and beard from two holes in his neck.

As the tigress and he got up, they were facing one another;
F
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she did not care two pins for a man, but she suddenly found
him transformed into a four-footed beast, more uncanny-
looking than herself—put her tail between her legs and ran
for her life and escaped, but was eventually killed by some
Karens, after killing a great many people, and being for the
time the terror of the hills. Here was a case of a man-eater
showing no fear of even a detachment of troops, who, as they
were all armed and loaded, might have killed her when she
first appeared, had they possessed an atom of pluck. Hill
was carried in to Shoayghein and eventually recovered, but he
had a more than fortunate escape, for only the upper fangs
penetrated his neck, actually grazing the jugular. Had not
Hill fallen so suddenly and she had made good her grip, the
artery would have been severed, and he must have died in a
few minutes.

“When a tiger kills a beast he never goes far off, so if it is
intended to sit up for him, great circumspection should be
used in erecting the machan to avoid noise ; it is best to take
a native charpoy or couch, which is light and fairly strong,
and either sling it on to a tree or to fasten it to the branches.
When moving the carcase of the kill, care must be taken not
to allow human hands to pull it about—not that a really
hungry tiger would care, but if he has had a good meal lately
he will be dainty, and smell the carcase all over, and if he
detect the least taint of a human being he will go away and
perhaps not return for several days. Sitting over a fresh kill
is bad enough, but to do the same over a putrid corpse is
sickening, and more than most men can stand. So if there
be no suitable place for sitting up where the garah lies, and
you have to move to a more favourable locality, throw a
noose over the horns and drag it to where your mart has been
erected. In my young daysI did a good deal of machan and
mart work, but with little success, and I strongly advise no
man to sit up unless the moon be very bright; and to use
luminous paint for his foresight. It seems ridiculous—you
can see the smallest objects moving at a distance by moon-
light, yet you can’t see the foresight of your rifle. I tried
many dodges—all failed—but the best was luminous paint.
With everything most carefully worked out the chances are
greatly in favour of the tiger getting off, and you have had



HOW TIGERS TREAT THEIR PREY 67

all your worry and annoyance from mosquitoes—not to say of
the risks you run from malaria fever—for nothing.

However careful a man may. be, however cool and collected
and a crack shot, the chances are not equal when he meets a
tiger on foot. Many tigers, notably in the Madras and Bombay
Presidencies and in Central India, are killed yearly in this
way, but scarcely a year passes without some fatal accident.
Enough has been said of the stealthy nature of the animal to
prove that he can hide in an inconceivably small space ; and
once within springing distance, in at all thick jungle, one pat
of a tiger’s paw or one grip of his tremendous jaws are suf-
ficient to kill an ox. Then what chance has a puny man?
Such is the vitality of one of these cats, that though shot
through the heart, he is still capable of killing half-a-dozen
men before giving up the ghost himself. At times tigers will,
like every other animal, seem ridiculously easy to kill ; but at
other times the more balls he gets into him, the more lively
he seems to be. I look upon shells as very effective for tigers
and soft-skinned beasts, but useless for pachyderms.

Tigers were at one time very numerous at Pegu. An officer
of the Commission, Dangerfield, had a large powerful bulldog
—which at night was chained to the foot of his bed—killed
under the bed and carried off by a tiger; and Dr. Le Presle,
Assistant-Surgeon of H.M.’s 84th Regt., baited a trap with a
duck and caught a large tiger !

The two Hamiltons, brothers, Richard and Douglas, were
second to none as skikaries. One of them, writing to the
South of India Observer, says :i—

“Some years back, at Pykara, not far from the bungalow, a
tiger took a fancy to a Todah in preference to the buffaloes
he was tending. Two of the Todah’s comrades were wit-
nesses of the affair, and they described how the tiger behaved
like a cat with a mouse. Having caught the man, he amused
himself for some time by letting him go, and then dodging
him as the poor victim tried to escape, before killing him out-
right, notwithstanding the shouts and yells of the lookers-on.
It is a moot question concerning man-eating tigers as to what
induces them to take to preying on human beings: some
affirm that it is only when age overtakes the animal, and he
finds himself unable to cope with his ordinary victims, deer or
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cattle, that he falls upon man; and it is stated in support of
these views, that these man-eaters are mangy and decrepit
beasts without possessing a single point that makes the tiger
the formidable creature he is in his prime. This is partially
true, but man-eaters have also constantly been found to be
sleek, lusty, and at their full strength and vigour, quite as
often as the reverse ; it is not therefore entirely dependent on
age and concomitant weakness that the tiger takes to this
habit. I think the argument advanced by many observers and
naturalists, that the animal—either accidentally or by press
of hunger—having once seized a man and found out what an
easy capture he had made, and, in addition, that the flesh is
palatable, takes advantage of this acquired knowledge, and
thenceforth becomes that dreaded monster, a man-eater—is
equally reasonable, and may be accepted, perhaps, as the more
probable of the two.

“There are divers opinions as to the exact mode by which
a tiger takes its prey. Popularly he is supposed to lie in
ambush and spring on his victim as it passes his lair; or
watching by a pool, awaits the arrival of animals in quest of
water. These would offer but precarious chances even to so
cunning and stealthy a foe as the tiger, as all wild animals
are so wonderfully cautious in their approach to such resorts.
The tiger, too, betrays his presence to them by that peculiar
smell attaching to him, so that the odds are greatly against
our striped friend’s success : though of course he occasionally
is rewarded by catching some unwary, over-thirsty animal
that rushes to the water heedless of the consequences. But
this will not apply to the tiger on the hills, where no paucity
of water ever occurs to such an extent as to drive the game
to any one spot to drink. That the tiger’s principal food
in certain localities is game there can be little question, but
how he takes it is not well known, and perhaps may never
have been witnessed by any one.

“I have a theory of my own upon this point—let us ventilate
it. In the first place, the tiger must have room to spring on
his victims : in the sholas many are sufficiently clear to allow
this; and no doubt he takes advantage of such spots when a
chance offers in them, but in general the woods are dense
with undergrowth interspersed with trees so close together



CRAFTINESS ADOPTED BY A TIGER 69

that the spring of the tiger and the force of his blow must, I
should say, be greatly interfered with. Then again, his pre-
sence—as before said—is so liable to detection by the deer
that his chances of capture are remote; but at night the deer
are out in the open, and then, perhaps, the wind being by
chance in his favour, he may succeed; and I am disposed to
believe that this is the most likely time for him to do so,
though he is in no way restricted as to time or place, for he
slays buffaloes oftener during the day than the night, and at
times close to their habitations. All deer possess an acute sense
of smell, and against it a tiger has to contend before he can
provide his larder with game ; but how does he manage it?
We cannot give him the credit of the intellect of man, who
in pursuit of game is well aware nothing can be done down
wind ; and also, not a sambur or deer would be left alive—
the tiger would bag them all, just as he pleased: in fact, he
would then be able to kill any deer when he wanted it.

“We have so far considered the acuteness on the part of the
game to ensure them against total destruction, and I have
only one further observation to record, and that is, how often
the presence of a tiger is indicated by the actions of the
sambur and other deer ; if disturbed by him in a shola during
the intense heat of the day, the deer immediately resort to the
open, watching with eagerness the wood they have quitted,
and generally warning the neighbourhood with loud consecu-
tive bells.

“That the tiger is stealthy and quiet in his movements we
all know; that velvet paw of his, so soft, yet so formidable,
enables him to tread the woods and forests so noiselessly that
even the sharp-eared deer may often be taken by surprise and
fall a victim to its blows.

“There is also another mode of craftiness adopted by a tiger
in approaching game, and that is, the tiger often replies to the
bell of a sambur or the call of a deer, and he does so with a
short, impatient grunt, at the same time quietly stealing on
towards the sound of the deer’s call. This answer of his
seems to elicit a reply from the deer, and so the tiger, ascer-
taining with tolerable precision the position of his prey, is
guided accordingly, stops his growling, and perchance secures
a victim.
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“There is a peculiar and singular distinction in regard to
the mode of breaking up their prey between the tiger and the
panther, the former invariably commencing on the hind-
quarter of the animal slain, and the latter at the fore-quarters
or chest. There is no known reason for this strange difference,
but it is a well-established fact, and perfectly recognized by
all sportsmen, Europeans as well as natives.”

An officer thus describes the striking down of a cow which
he and others saw:—

“We were walking along the northern bank on our way to
our posts when we were stopped by the cry of ‘Bagh hail’
and looking down tothe bed of the river we saw what
apparently was a very large tiger, stalking a herd of cattle
that had come down to water. We crouched down and had
the luck to see the whole affair. The tigress, as she proved to
be, when first seen was stealthily stalking a white cow, which
was some little way off from the main body of the herd, and,
taking advantage of.the slightly undulating bed of the river,
had probably approached across an open space of perhaps
500 yards before this cow had seen her; the rest of the
herd were behind one of the islands and could not yet see the
feline. The white cow allowed the tigress to approach to
within about 80 yards before she appeared to notice her
danger, and at first seemed to be fascinated by the appearance
of the brute creeping towards her, and it was only when the
tigress commenced to increase her pace to a trot that the cow
made off; the trot increased immediately to a lumbering
gallop, as the tigress had now got on to the firmer ground that
surrounded the islands, and in a very short time she skirted
over a small ridge into close proximity of the herd, which was
then commencing to scatter, on the news received from the
white cow. The gallop turned into a charge, and in a few
seconds the tigress had picked out a fine young cow, on whose
back she sprang, and they both rolled over together in a heap.
When the two animals were still again, we could distinctly
see the cow standing up with her neck embraced by the
tigress, who was evidently sucking her jugular ; the poor cow
made a few feeble efforts to release herself, which the tigress
resented by breaking her neck. The remainder of the herd,
after rushing wildly away, now returned to within 50 yards
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of the tigress, who was silently slaking her thirst off the cow.
Finding, after a few minutes’ survey, that the animal embracing
the cow was probably a dangerous one, they scuttled up the
south bank and commenced grazing again.”

LEOPARDS AND PANTHERS

Naturalists have come to the conclusion that there is but
one species of leopard, but two well-marked varieties. The
larger with more symmetrical rings arranged in rosettes, the
fur deep, and tawny in hue, length from 6} to 7} feet, of which
the tail is 2§ feet, or 3 feet. It hovers about villages in the
plains, and is most hurtful to cattle, and dogs especially. The
panther is a smaller and more active animal, living principally
on such game as it can capture. It is lighter in colour, and
the rosettes are not so regular. In size it ranges from 3 to
3% feet to root of tail, which is 2} feet; height, 1} to 2 feet.
The head is rounder, and it is most common in the hills, and
particularly partial to goats and dogs.

In parts of India the panther is more destructive to human
life than tigers—it will remove thatch, enter a house, kill and
eat the people. At Shillong, Major Montagu, the commis-
sariat officer, caught in the same trap, in his own compound,
twelve leopards and a small tiger in twelve months. Mason
gives instances of people sleeping in trees being killed and
eaten by panthers.

The black panther is but a melanoid of the true panther,
and a female has been known to produce occasionally a black
and at other times ordinary panthers. Although these are
lusus nature, they are far commoner in damp heavy forests
such as those of Mergui and Java and Malaya than in more
open country. It is well known animals and insects get
assimilated in colouring to their surroundings. Inthe Malaya
Peninsula an ordinary leopard would soon starve, for he has
to prey upon Gibbons and other monkeys, that live aloft, and
if of an ordinary hue, he would be conspicuous, and his prey
would quickly scamper away ; but now and then, in places far
apart, and under totally dissimilar conditions of climate and
foliage, a black panther is occasionally come across. I have
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known of several instances, and tried to shoot a black panther
that used to roam the heavy jungle at the outskirts of
Namyan towards Shoaydoung; she had with her two cubs, a
black and an ordinary one, but she outwitted us. One melanoid,
in the People’s Park, Madras, had several litters, but she never
produced one like herself whilst I knew and took an interest
in her.

When wounded, a panther is more dangerous than a tiger—
it is equally ferocious and far more active.:

Whilst a griff, I lived with two other officers in a large
house, with a terraced roof, at Secunderabad. We had a small
menagerie, consisting of a sambur, a bear, and a panther.
The latter had been caught when quite a baby, and used to
sleep on our beds and go about like a tame cat; but as it got
bigger it showed signs of treachery. We used to take it upon
the roof of an afternoon—one of us would sit down with his
back towards the animal, which was then let go. As soon as
the panther thought he could do so unperceived, he stalked
the sitter immediately, crouching down and crawling along on
his belly. We took care never to let him get within springing
distance, and at a signal the one sitting down would jump up
and confront the beast, and it was amusing to see the utterly
innocent look he would put on, and gaze upon the surrounding
objects, but never towards the person he had been stalking.
At last he became so big and dangerous we had to chain him
up at the foot of a tree in the compound, and he spent the
greater part of the day and night in its branches. I had just
purchased two thoroughbred English greyhoynds, and paid a
stiff price for them : they got loose one night, and attacked
the panther, who in a few minutes rendered them /ors de
combat. He did not succeed in killing them, because we
rushed out and belaboured him well until he let go and ran
up the tree, but the dogs were useless ever after. He also one
day sprang down on the sambur and would have killed it, had
it not been rescued. He took a decided dislike to one of my
chums and would always go for him, but with us others he
was usually friendly. At last we let him loose on Mole Alley
racecourse and speared him, which was also the fate of the
bear. In Burma I only saw a very few, and only killed one,
and wounded but lost another. In Assam, large towns like
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Burpetta and Hazoo had swamps and cane-brakes in their
centres, where two or more panthers always lurked. Mac-
kenzie and Campbell shot a good many at Burpetta, which
was their head-quarters. I also shot one there, and two at
Hazoo. My colleague has slain several in the Ruby Mines
district. . Cooksley killed a lot in Assam, and I shot a few,
but not many. I killed many more in India, but this relates
to wild sport of the countries east of the Bay of Bengal only;
so beyond a casual mention of what game exists there, which
is also found in Assam and Burma, we do not treat of them.

The Chita, or hunting leopard, is not found in these damp
moist countries subject to a heavy rainfall, nor the hyana;
the jackal only in Assam and parts of Upper Burma—it does
not penetrate into Pegu. One or two were killed near
Meaday, and I was one of the first to assert its existence, as [
had heard its cry, but had not seen it ; but D’Oyly did come
across one or two ; and Boswell of the Artillery shot one, and
sent its skin to Colonel Phayre.

BUFFALOES

I look upon this animal in its wild state as, if not the most
dangerous, certainly one of the most formidable of the fere
nature. Not only are they savage, but they are treacherous
and most difficult to kill. Solitaries are invariably morose.
He will lie in wait in a dense patch of grass and attack any-
thing that comes in his way. He is, if anything, worse than
a rogue elephant. There are seldom any buffalo bulls kept
in Burma or Assam, but the people trust to the wild ones to
keep up the breed. There is therefore but little difference, if
any, in size and ferocity between the so-called tame cattle
and the feral.

Even the tame cow buffalo, that will allow itself to be
driven about and thrashed by a little native urchin, will go
for a European. I have frequently been chased when out
snipe-shooting, and poor D’Oyly once meeting a cow that
seemed inclined to prove aggressive, in a narrow lane, rode at
her on his pony; she met them half-way and tossed them,
and killed the pony, but D’Oyly escaped with a.shaking.
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Baldwin, author of Large and Small Game of Bengal, when
shooting small game on foot near Loqua Ghat in Assam, was
pounced upon by one, and all but killed. I have known
natives, going up incautiously to what they supposed to be a
defunct buffalo, get killed.

During the rutting season a bull takes possession of a tame
herd, feeding and associating with them during the day, and
even following them to the place where they are picketed at
night ; he soon loses all fear of man, and at times will not
allow the gwala to approach the cows even to milk them.
This applies to Assam and not to Burma, for the Burmese
don’t use milk in any way, though buffaloes are milked by the
Karens.

Dr. Mason says that he thinks the feral ones are but
descendants of tame ones run wild, but the people think
otherwise, and I agree with them. The Burmese bulls have
heavy horns, much curved as a rule, but the long-horned
variety is also frequently met with. The wild buffaloes resort
to the valleys in the Yomahs, and only venture into the
plains after the monsoon has commenced, in fact just as
sportsmen are going back home, so they are not often met
with. We shot a few during the last three or four of our
trips towards the end of May, but having to visit the same
localities once in July and August, I came across any number
of them,

Tigers fight shy of the wild buffaloes, and will not attack
one if the herd is near, as they rush to the rescue, and often
Master Stripes comes off second best. In that trip during the
monsoon [ shot a very large cow whose withers had been
nearly wrenched off, and her back was scored all over with
claw-marks, which must have been done by a tiger.

Although buffaloes inhabit remote and swampy localities,
they at times do a great deal of damage to cultivation, and as
they are very fearless, refuse to be driven off. I have seen
elephants, buffaloes, and rhinoceros feeding about in the same
plain.

The buffalo’s forehead is narrow and convex, horns black,
very rough except towards the points, colour blackish-slate,
hair scant; there are albinos occasionally among both tame
and wild, but in the latter, very seldom. In size they are



A TOUGH OLD BULL BUFFALO 7

almost the same as a rhinoceros. A very large bull—probably
the largest I ever shot—measured, as he lay dead, 12 feet
to the root of the tail from the tip of the nose; tail, 2}
feet ; height, 6 feet 2 inches!

The thickest horns I ever got, either in Burma or Assam,
were from the very first buffalo I killed in Burma ; they were
not long, but each horn measured, round the greatest circum-
ference, 27 and 26} inches respectively.

These brutes have given me more trouble to kill than any
other animal, and the fights I have had with them have been
innumerable.

We were shooting once near Myetquin near Banlong;
Madden and Boyle of the 6gth were with me. We had killed
a couple of gaur—had padded the head of one, and were about
to commence operations on the second, when a herd of
buffaloes appeared. These were the first wild, ones we had
seen ; we chased them, but to no purpose, as they outran us,
so we returned to the dead gaur. We were a long way from
camp when I espied a huge solitary bull buffalo. He looked
at me, but went on feeding placidly. I beckoned to the others,
who had loitered behind, to hurry up, and when we got within
50 yards, we let fly. He was rather hard hit, but did not charge,
and whilst my comrades went in full chase I jumped off the
elephant under a tree to load. I had only muzzle-loaders in
those days, and it was drizzling. Before I had loaded and
remounted, I heard several shots, the trumpeting of elephants,
and a voice calling to me to come sharp, so I made my beast
go as fast as he could, and when I got near I found that the
buffalo had charged and knocked the legs from under Madden’s
elephant, very nearly upsetting him, and had then charged
Boyle’s, who however got away. Neither steed would budge
an inch towards him, and were restrained from running away
with difficulty. I followed, but I was on a very slow Hine
female, which, though steady enough, could not, or would not,
go faster than about three miles an hour. The bull did not
hurry himself, and when I got within 30 yards I opened fire
and let him have the contents of my battery, but he neither
took notice nor hurried his pace. I had to stop to load, for
I was on a pad, and when I was ready to proceed, the bull
had disappeared. I followed on his track, and soon saw his
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shadowy form in a heavy patch of long grass, intently listen-
ing. 1 got as near as I thought safe—about 30 paces off
—stood up on the pad, and fired into the broad of his back,
hoping to break his spine. On receiving the bullet he was -
round and into my elephant, just as I had time to throw my-
self into a sitting posture astride the pad. He then shifted his
position, and came to the side and looked up into my face.
I put down the heavy rifle, and, touching his forehead, pulled
the trigger, and for the only time, it missed fire. The next
instant my elephant was driven forward a good two yards—I
told the mahout to take her out into an open space close by,
but the foolish beast would not budge, but kept yelling “blue
murder” whilst the bull was cruelly punishing her. At last,
seeing the other elephants—which had at last approached—
she condescended to go towards them, and the bull did not
venture to follow her into the plain. There I got on to a fresh
elephant and went back; the bull was decidedly seedy, but
charged once or twice, but we managed to stop him, and at
last to lay him low; but even when on the ground he struggled
so, that we had to pour in volley after volley before he gave
up the ghost. We had fired some 39 bullets into him.
He was fully 18 hands high, and it was as much as four
men could do to lift his head on to a pad elephant. My
elephant was laid up for several months. I never used her
again for sport. Though staunch, she was not fast enough, and
nothing breaks a sportsman’s heart so much as being on an
elephant that has not a go in him or her.

On another occasion, when out with General Blake, we came
across several, and killed three; one of these charged my
elephant, but he promptly knocked him over. In Assam, in
the first six months, I shot twenty-two, and then the sport
had not the same attraction, and I seldom molested them
unless they disputed the right of way, or were inclined to be
pugnacious, which was not infrequent. I shot altogether over
two hundred.

After the wild bulls have served the cows, instead of retir-
ing, they often insist on remaining with their harem. They
then become a nuisance, and the Assamese have recourse to
various devices to get rid of them; they dig pitfalls, hang a
dart weighted on the branch of a tree under which they notice



A DEAD BUFFALO.

From a Photo by Sir B, Simpson, Bart,
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he wends his way, in the hopes that it will fall on him and
impale him, which it sometimes does. But if any one
(European) is near, they go to him and ask him to shoot the
intruder, which I have done for them many a time; but as -
that has generally to be done on foot, it is somewhat dangerous,
and some hairbreadth escapes have been recorded in Zncidents
of Foreign Sport. The very big bulls are not so numerous
now as formerly, yet still bulls with horns close up to 12
feet measurement from one tip to the other round the outer
curve and across the narrow forehead are still to be found;
the cows have longer horns, but not so thick. The largest on
record is, I believe, one I gave to Lord Mayo when Viceroy
of India; the measurements of which were 13 feet 8
inches and 6 feet straight across between the tips. Although
not so numerous as formerly, yet there are vast herds of
Bubali roaming about the dooars and churs (islands in Assam).
Archie Campbell, for years in the Assam Commission, had
the elephant he was riding knocked down by a bull, and who
followed him up by scent, as a hound might have done. Just
in time he came to a small tree, and climbed it as the enemy
bore down upon him.

Once near Tseben, a favourite site of mine for snipe, I found
an albino cow, belonging to a villager, that had immensely
long horns; when she threw back her head each horn lay
alongside the dorsal ridge nearly to her croup. I offered the
maximum price in those days for a cow, namely, 50 rupees,
but her owner, seeing how anxious I was to possess her, raised
her price to 200 rupees, which I declined to give. I tried
to get her horns measured, but although quiet enough with
the natives generally, yet when she felt them handling her
horns she became restive, and 'so the measurements were
never taken.

So alike are the tame and wild buffaloes, that once we came
across a herd far, far away from any village. I did not like
their looks and declined to fire, but my comrade killed two,
and had to pay 50 rupees each. They had been let loose
for breeding purposes. Huge and strong as are these beasts,
the cowardly Assamese catch them in nets, the string of the
meshes being of hemp twisted of the size of one’s little finger.
The adult bulls they kill, and also full-grown cows, selling the

G
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flesh to the Cacharies, but the young ones they tame. The
young bulls are castrated, and employed, when of a size fit for
the purpose, in ploughing.

RHINOCEROS

Although I have heard it stated in Lower Burma that
there are three varieties of the rhinoceros, I think it doubtful.
There is certainly the lesser rhinoceros (R. sondaicus), and the
(R. sumatrensis), and an allied one, which was secured by the
late Captain Hood in Chittagong, and sold by him to the Zoo.
The two are very similar in appearance, and both have strong
incisors, like tusks. I only shot one R. sumatrensis in Burma,
and that near Cape Negrais, but I have been after them
several times; but the nature of the ground was such, that
our animals (elephants) could not go through the quagmires,
whereas the rhinoceros would half wade, half swim through
them with ease: but my colleague will write about them
more, as his experience with these animals is greater than
mine in Burma.

I may here mention about them in Assam—as I intend to
give a short sketch of wild sport in that Province—that I shot
there forty-four to my own gun, and probably saw some sixty
others slain, and lost wounded fully as many as I killed.

The first is the great Indian rhinoceros (R. zndicus), which
is very plentiful in the Bhootan Dooars, but it is also found
in the Churs of the Brahmapootra, and along the foot of the
Garrow Hills, and also in the swamps along the base of the
Cossyah and Garrow Hills. +It has only one horn, seldom
18 inches long, generally a good deal less; this horn, which
is said to be a conglomeration of hairs, is liable to get
detached through injury or disease, when another one grows
in its place. The skin is exceedingly thick, with a deep fold
at the setting on of the head, another behind the shoulders,
and another in front of the thighs; two large incisors in each
jaw, with two smaller intermediate ones below, and two
smaller outside the upper incisors, not always present.
General colour, dusky black. The largest I bagged measured
as follows : extreme length, 12} feet; tail, 2 feet; height, 6 feet
2 inches ; horn, 14 inches.
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All rhinoceros delight in swamps, and lie in mud-holes for
" the greater part of the day. In a good-sized mud-hole one
day I saw a rhinoceros lying at one end, and a buffalo at the
other. I have never shot the lesser rhinoceros on the right
bank of the Brahmapootra, but I have no doubt it exists, as
it is also found in the Soonderbunds not far from Calcutta;
but it is fairly plentiful on the left bank south of Goalparah,
where I have killed it.

As a rule, rhinoceros are inoffensive; they do a good deal
of damage to grain if any is grown within a reasonable dis-
tance of their haunts, but generally they inhabit such remote
localities that they can do no harm. It is naturally a timid
animal, more anxious to escape than fight, and it is by no
means difficult to kill. Of course, when a rhinoceros has
been severely wounded and is closely followed up, it will turn;
but so will a rat, or, as they say, even a worm; but its principal
anxiety is to get away and lie in some mud-hole, where it
wallows, and where it probably dies.- The horn is only used
for grubbing up roots; when they wish to attack they use
their incisors, which with them answer much the same purpose
as tushes in a boar. They can inflict a clean deep cut, and
they appear at certain seasons to fight amongst themselves,
for I have killed both males and females scored all over.

It used to be said that the skin of the rhinoceros will
resist an ordinary ball, but that is all sheer nonsense; a
spherical ball out of a smooth-bore, if rightly placed, will kill
one of these animals far easier than it will a buffalo. It is not
the hide, but the enormous muscles, mass of flesh and bones,
that cover the vital organs, that render the use of heavy rifles
and immense charges so necessary to penetration. But as
Von Hohnel killed two rhinoceros in East Africa with one
ball, using a Mannlicher rifle, a similar weapon should account
for them in the East. Colonel Campbell, an old Assamese
shikarie, had the credit of also having killed two rhinoceros
with one ball ; but it was not quite certain, for he did fire two
shots, but at animals some way apart; whereas the two killed
were standing alongside of one another. I have sent a
hardened bullet right through one.

If the bullet, with a sufficiency of powder behind it, is
placed in the centre of the shield over the shoulder, rather
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low down, the ball penetrates the heart. If behind the
shoulder the lungs are perforated, and the beast succumbs
after about five minutes, and can easily be recovered by its
stertorous breathing, which it utters before it gives up the
ghost. This noise, once heard, can never be forgotten.

Although the horns are almost useless as trophies, for many
of them are but knobs, the natives prize them very much, and
will buy them, giving as much as Rs. 45 a seer (2 1bs.). The
young ones are easily caught after the mother has been
killed, and though very savage at first, soon get tame, and
are worth a lot of money. They cost next to nothing to keep
and rear. The footmarks much resemble those of an elephant ;
but they are a little smaller, and a little longer, and have but
three toes against the elephant’s five. Although many castes
in India—Brahmins and Marwaries in particular—partake of
only grain, they have asked me to dry the tongue for them ;
this they pulverize and bottle, and take a pinch of it when ill.

The Assamese, bigoted Hindoos as they are, used to follow
us about in gangs like flocks of vultures, and directly they
heard shots, rush up, all fighting for certain tit-bits; not a
morsel would be left ; even the hide they cut into lengths and
roast over embers, and eat as some people eat the crackling
of a pig.

Considering the value put on the flesk and horns of this
animal by the natives, I am surprised there is one left alive,
as it deposits its ordure ! at one spot only until a mound is
formed, sometimes several feet in height, and as it visits that
spot night and morning, by digging a pit near, nothing could
be easier than to shoot it.

Whenever I went into the dooars I was followed by native
shikaries who kept out of my ken, but hovered about near;
as I had seldom time to hunt up wounded beasts, they would
trace them up, and either shoot them, or, if they found them
dead—as was oftener the case—they would appropriate the
horns and flesh. They thus stole a magnificent horn (for
Assam), 18 inches long, off a beast I had severely wounded

1 My colleague states he has not noticed these dung-heaps. I have
seen them, I may say, always, where either variety of rhinoceros have
taken up their residence. He has since come across them in the
Arrakan Yomahs.—F. T. P.
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and lost, and I should have known nothing of it, had the men
not quarrelled over the spoils, and one run back and told the
Deputy Commissioner, but the man was over our frontier
before he could be overtaken and seized.

The lesser rhinoceros is distinguished by being somewhat
shorter in height and their shields being less prominent, and
the skins at times are covered with square angular tubercles.
This animal extends throughout Assam, down Sylhet, the
Garrow Hills, Tipperah, Chittagong, Arrakan, and Burma to
Malaya, and probably into Yunan and the western provinces
of China. The Burmese assert that it devours fire.

The two-horned rhinoceros extends from Chittagong down-
wards. It is not known further north. Its skin is as smooth
as a buffalo’s; the anterior horn is fairly long, the posterior
generally a mere stump. I do not see why they should not
be utilized, as they are easily domesticated. A dhooby in
Gowhatty used to take his clothes from the wash about on
one (R. indicus, R. unicornus), but 1 think he sold it to an
Afghan, who was one of Jamrach’s agents.

The variety obtained by Mr. Hood had tasselated ears. It
got bogged in trying to cross a river, and was secured by
means of Keddah elephants.

Doctor Mason asserts that the larger single-horned rhino-
ceros (R. indicus) has been caught in Arrakan, and that he
has also seen it along the banks of the Tenasserim river.
The Burmese have told me the same, but Blyth declared that
they had mistaken the smaller Sondazcus for the Indicus.

The bigoted Hindoos store their horns in their Namghurs,
the point downwards, the base forming a kind of bowl in
which they pour water and use as a charm. The Chinese also
put a fictitious value on them. Knowing how valuable they
were, Major Cock?! bought up a lot of the white African
rhinoceros horns, which are at times 3 feet long, which he
saw for sale in the Bazaar in Calcutta, and sent them to
Becher in Assam for sale, but the natives would not look at
them, not believing that they were what they professed to be!

1 A rare good sportsman ; afterwards killed in one of the fights in the
Naga country.
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THE GAUR (miscalled Bison)

This animal, one of the noblest game-beasts in the world,
has probably a more extended range than any other beast
which is an object of chase; yet until very lately very little
was known about it, and the accounts hitherto published of it
have referred to the animal found in Mysore, the hilly ranges
of Southern and Western India. It is plentiful in Travancore;
a few were to be found in the hills not far from Vellore; in
Central India, near Warungul and the Nirmal jungles in the
Nizam’s country; very many exist in the hilly regions of the
Northern Circars of the Madras Presidency, at the foot of the
Bhootan Hills in Assam, in the hills along our North-Eastern
Frontier, and downwards through Burma to Malaya. In
this extended range there is but one species, but two well-
marked varieties. Mr. Blyth, probably one of the best
naturalists that ever lived, thought for a long time that the
Gayal (Bos sondaicus) took the place of the gaur in Burma,
but he quite altered his views. I sent him some heads, and
when he visited the Province he procured others, and came to
the conclusion that not only did the gaur exist, but that it
was a far larger and finer beast than those in India.

I have shot a great many of them in various parts of
Southern India, and in Lower Burma and Assam, but nowhere .
did I see such splendid specimens as in Burma. I have seen
very fine heads brought down from the Mishmee Hills, and
their owners must have been noble bulls indeed. I have no
doubt that the abundance of food procurable in the vast
forests and hilly ranges of Burma has contributed to increase
their height and general bulk. Whereas in Southern India
the largest bull is recorded as 19 hands and 2 inches, cows
have been shot in Burma 19 hands. My colleague has shot
them in Upper Burma up to 20 hands, and I shot one near
Banlong only £ inch short of 21 hands, or 7 feet. It is diffi-
cult, of course, to measure such a beast accurately, but I
always took the greatest care to make the measurements as
correct as possible. I used to stick a straight bamboo in the
ground at the top of the ridge over the shoulder, stretch the
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beast out, and another at the heel of the fore-foot, and
measure directly across with a measuring-tape. I did the
same to those [ shot in India; but on an average the
Burmese bulls and cows far exceeded them in every way;
besides, there are other differences. The dorsal ridge is more
pronounced, and extends further back to within a span of the
croup or hip-joint; the head is longer, the nose arched like a

GAUR HEAD.

ram’s (some of those in the Western Ghauts have this too,
but in a less degree). The cows in India differ from the bulls
in having slighter and more graceful heads, while those in
Burma have longer heads, and noses more arched than the bulls.

It was recognized by most naturalists that the gaur had
no dew-lap, and such also was my opinion; but lately it has
been proved that some have a well-marked dew-lap, and others
none. I don’t think the loose skin of the neck in the Burmese
animals amounted to a dew-lap, but that depends a good deal
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on what a man understands by that word. “Smoothbore,” an
excellentauthority, describes dew-lapasfollows:—“It originally
meant the loose fold descending from the chest, which, when
the animal was grazing, swept the dew ; thus in Midsummer
Nights Dream hounds are described as ‘dew-lapped like
Thessalian bulls’; but in the humped Indian cattle the fold
extends from the throat downwards, and in the Mysore
draught bullocks and in the Brahmini bulls is enormous;
whilst in the ordinary village cattle the development is small.”

He also adds, “A planter of many years’ experience in

GAUR HEAD. J

Travancore, and a keen, observant sportsman, states that in
some examples the gaur have scarcely any dew-lap, and that
in others it is strongly developed. So marked is this differ-
ence, that the natives divide them into two castes, calling one
‘Katia Madoo’ or jungle cow, and the other ‘Kat-ereiny’ or
jungle buffalo.”

The late Mr. Bartlett of the Zoo wrote that the one
which was in the Zoo for about a year and a half had
a well-developed one. But Elliot, Jerdon, Campbell (the old
Forest Ranger), Sterndale, and most authorities have said
that the loose skin did not amount to a dew-lap, so I think we
may conclude that some have, and others have it not. I have
given the measurements of an old bull shot in the Nirmal
jungles, and those of a bull and cow in Lower Burma.
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MEASUREMENTS OF GAUR.

i INDIAN. BURMESE.

I BULL. | BuLL cow.

Height at shoulder. . . 1 19 hands } in. ‘]20 hands 3% ins.| 19 hands.
Height at croup . 5 . | 18 hands 19 hands 1 in. | 18 hands } in.
Girth behind shoulder . | 7 ft. 10in. 8 ft. 5 ins. 7 ft. 6 ins.
Tail and tuft . : : . 3 ft. 33 ins. 3 ft. 4} ins. 3 ft. 3 ins.
Snout to crown of forehead . | 2 ft. } in. |2 ft. 3} ins. 2 ft. 4 ins.
Length of ears 3 5 . | 9ins. Ift. Iin. 1 ft. % in.
Length of fore-hoof 5 . | 8% ins. 8% ins. 7% ins.
Horns (outside curve) . K ft. 3 in. 3 ft. 1 in, 2 ft. 1in.
Terminal between the tips . | 2 ft. 7 ins. 3 ft. 4 ins. 1 ft. 9 ins.
Girth of horn at base . . | 1ft. 6ins, 1 ft, 11 ins. 1 ft. 5 ins.
Nape to root of tail (straight) . | 7 ft. 5% ins. 7 ft. 10 ins. 6 ft. 10} ins.
Girth of fore-leg near chest . |2 ft. 8% ins. 3 ft. 3 in. 2 ft. 4 ins.
Total length from upper lip) | | .

over forehead to tip of tail, | : :

ot curve Of_’ o 14 ft. 14 ft. 4 ins. 13 ft. 8 ins.

dorsal ridge, etc., etc.

The following is Jerdon’s description:—“In length it is
about 9} or 10 feet long from the nose to the tip of the
tail; the tail 34 inches long, ranging down a little below
the hocks; the skull is massive, the frontals large, deeply
concave, surmounted by a large semi-cylindric crest rising
above the base of the horns. There are thirteen pairs of
ribs. The head is square, proportionately shorter than in
the ox, and the bony frontal ridge is 5 inches above the
frontal plane. The muzzle is large and full, and the eyes
small, with a full pupil of a pale blue colour. The whole of
the head in front of the eyes is covered with a coat of close
short hair of a lightish greyish-brown, which below the eyes
is darker, approaching almost to black. The muzzle is
greyish, and the hair thick and short. The ears are broad
and fan-shaped, and the neck—which is sunk between the
head and back—is short, thick, and heavy. Behind the neck,
and immediately above the shoulder, rises a fleshy gibbosity

1 The ears of the Indian bull were much torn and slit, and the tips had
disappeared altogether—the horns of this bull also were much worn. The
ears and horns of the Burmese gaur were quite perfect.—F. T. P.
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or hump, of the same height as the dorsal ridge. This ridge
rises gradually as it goes backward, and terminates about the
middle of the back. The chest is broad, the shoulder deep
and muscular, the fore-legs short, and the joints very short
and strong, and the arm exceedingly large and muscular.
The hair on the neck and breast is longer than on the body ;
and the skin of the throat is somewhat loose, giving the
appearance of a slight dew-lap. The fore-legs have a rufous
tint behind, and laterally above the white, the hind-quarters
are lighter and lower than the fore, falling suddenly from the
termination of the dorsal ridge. The skin on the neck,
shoulders, and thighs is very thick, about 2 inches, the horns
pale-greenish, with black tips curling outwards, upwards,
and slightly backwards, and finally inwards. General colour,
dark chestnut-brown, or coffee-brown ; legs, from knee down-
wards, a dirty white. I have already noted in what respects
the Burmese differ from the Indian.”

I think the following notes on the gaur will be interesting.
They are from the pen of Mr. A. F. Martin of Travancore,
who wrote to “ Smoothbore” :—

“When the Kaunan Desan Hills in North Travancore were
opened out for tea and cinchona some years ago, the felling
of the forest restricted the wild beasts, particularly the
elephants and gaur, when passing across the estate, to one or
two pathways. One particular track was, however, left to
them for about ten years, when further cultivation led at last
to the blocking up of even this right of way. The animals
were at first much puzzled, and both elephants and gaur took
to wandering about the cultivation. The elephants accommo-
dated themselves to the altered conditions, and used the estate
paths. The gaur, more suspicious, took a straight line for
their grazing grounds over the rotten felled timber and
through the older cinchona plantations, but were often
brought up by the-sight of whitewashed walls surmounted
by a corrugated iron roof.

“ At last they settled down to a pathway between the old
cinchona and a natural belt left between it and the new
clearing. A pit 10 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 8 feet deep
was dug on the boundary, covered with a mat made of
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reeds and bamboos, over which earth and dry leaves were
scattered. The smell of the fresh earth, however, turned them
off. Once a gaur got his fore-feet down the side of the pit,
but made a bold jump and cleared it.

“ After some months the tracks of a large herd were found
making for the pit, and it turned out that a gaur had fallen
in, but had managed to jump clean out again, It was evident
8 feet was not deep enough, and rock in the bottom pre-
vented its being sunk deeper. Another pit was therefore dug
some distance away on the same boundary. The ground was
on the side of a steep hill, so that whilst the lower wall was
10 feet, the upper was 14 feet deep.

“ After a while a cow gaur fell in, but whilst Mr. Martin was
watching her, and waiting for coolies to help in putting logs
across the pit, she managed to scramble out; and although
she followed the path to the old pit, she avoided it and escaped.
Two days afterwards a bull fell in and was secured. Getting
logs across the top of the pit, with the gaur charging madly
about, was exciting work, but the feat was successfully accom-
plished only after the utmost difficulty and danger. The
appearance of any one near the pit always caused a furious
demonstration on the part of the gaur, who dug big caves in
the side of the pit with his horns, and thus an approach to
the edge was rendered dangerous. In ten days’ time he had
become somewhat tame. He tossed about the grass thrown
in to him and trampled it into the mud, eating but a small
quantity. His only drink was water poured into the pit, and
which collected in the holes he had made in the mud with his
feet. Matters were very little improved by having bundles of
grass lowered by a long piece of cane fastened round, for he
charged them furiously, and got a lot of the grass on the
ground only to trample it into the mud.

“By degrees he began to eat more and to throw less about.
Water was a great difficulty : any attempt, too, at lowering a
bucket to him was futile, and only ended in the bucket being
flattened out. It became imperative, therefore, to get him
out of the pit. To attain this end, a stockade about 30
feet square was made round the pit, consisting of stout poles,
15 feet high at the lower, and 10 feet high on the higher
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part of the ground. They were each sunk about 3 feet
in the ground, 18 inches apart, and lashed together with
cross sticks and fibre, and formed an almost solid wall. A
sheet-iron trough was fixed in one corner; when complete,
large quantities of brushwood, ferns, and grass were thrown
into the pit, until by degrees it became half full, and the bull
was enabled to jump out. His first act was to charge the
corner whence he was being watched, but the only harm was
done to himself, his frontal ridge being slightly cut. His
attention was then attracted by the water-trough, which he
knocked about considerably, but finding the water, he took
one good long drink before finally knocking it to pieces.
During the examination of his new quarters he once more
fell into the pit, and this enabled us to repair damages; but
before they were quite completed he jumped out again and
caused a general stampede. Having twice hurt his head
against the stockade, he never again made any attempt to
test its strength. The sheet-iron trough seemed to annoy
him more than anything else, and was soon rendered useless.
A three-cornered wooden trough was then inserted in a corner
and protected by stout poles across the corner of the stockade,
and this having been satisfactorily arranged, the gaur soon
became comparatively tame. He allowed the measurements
of his horns to be accurately taken through a window left in
the stockade, and very fine horns they were too, measuring
34% inches across, from outside to outside of sweep. Although
the pit was filled up level with the ground, his previous
experience led him to conclude that it was dangerous, and
he never crossed it. The result was, that the narrow space
between the pit and the stockade became ploughed up, and
he was up to his hocks in mud. It therefore became necessary
to enlarge the enclosure for about 100 yards in length, taking
a bit of jungle for shelter, and a small ravine which would
hold water. A small shed was erected with sliding bars on
the outside and inside, with a view of introducing a domestic
cow as a companion, and so—if he approved of her—she
might be let into the stockade.

“He took to his new quarters very kindly, and soon got to
know that grass was left for him at the inner gate of the shed.
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In a short time it was found that he liked having his nose and
head rubbed, and licked the clothes of the person who rubbed
. him. He took salt from the hand, but did not at first seem
to care for it, probably because it was not mixed with earth as
in salt-licks, which he was accustomed to, spitting it out if he
got too much in his mouth at one time. After two months he
became quite tame, and permitted his captor to come into the
enclosure, not even moving if he happened to be lying down.
After the third month he began to shed his hair, and liked it
rubbed off with a wisp of grass, allowing the operator to sit on
him whilst cleaning him, but he did not like his hind-legs or
tail to be touched, kicking out as if he were tickled when this
was done. A shed had been built in one corner of the stock-
ade, with a view of introducing a domestic cow to bear the
gaur company. In this shed was kept guinea grass, to be
given to him in the mornings. One night, however, he thought
he would prefer having the grass of which he was inordinately
fond, instead of waiting till daybreak. He managed to push
aside one of the sliding bars of the gate, break a lower one
down, and raise the top bar sufficiently for himself to get
through ; he ate the bundle of guinea grass, and when this was
finished he repeated the performance with the outer bars of
the shed, and walked out to freedom. So we lost this magni-
ficent specimen. He stood 16 hands 1} inches fair vertical
height.”

Whilst in the Indian cows the bony frontal ridge is scarcely
perceptible, it is most pronounced in the Burman ones. All
gaur have very small feet for their size, not much bigger than
those of a large sambur. The old bulls have the bases of the
horns much truncated with rough ridges, and each ridge, the
shitkartes affirm, represents a year of its life after the sixth
year, before which none are apparent. If this theory is correct
I must have killed gaur over thirty years of age. The old
ones have little hair on their backs, they look as if shaven;
the skin also exudes an oily substance, slightly offensive.
Never sit on a dead gaur, for this substance will cause a stain
whichisineradicable. These cattle browse on the young shoots
of the bamboo, and graze on such grasses as they can find.
They inhabit in Burma mountain ranges like the Yomahs, but
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after the annual fires, when the new grass has sprung up, they
descend to the forests lining their base. They feed during the
night and early morning, and also in the cool of the evenings,
but during the heat of the day they retire to the deep forests ;
or if gadflies are very troublesome they force. their way into
the heaviest elephant grass they can find, and lie there to avoid
their tormentors.

The wind being favourable, they are not difficult to approach
on an elephant, because they see them roaming about so often
in the vast plains which are their joint homes. I never saw
one in Burma charge an elephant, but I did see something of
the sort in the Nirmal jungles when I was a youngster, but I
have heard of their doing so. Sportsmen following up a
wounded solitaire, have occasionally been killed.

Now and then if frightened they run amtk. A herd in
the Goalparah district, moving from one locality to another,
found themselves in the vicinity of a village, and the plain
dotted about with natives. Whether they thought they were
being surrounded or what, I do not know, but they charged
the people right and left, and killed several and wounded many
others. One man [ saw in the dispensary had scarce a whole
bone in his body. I forget whether he lived or died, but
natives do make wonderful recoveries. It is best to start
after them before daybreak, and try to get them before they
retire to their strongholds. The solitary bulls are the best
worth seeking ; they are larger and older beasts, and have the
best heads.

When alarmed, their enormous strength enables a herd to
crash through bamboo and forest, knocking down everything
of a moderate size. Often, when disturbed suddenly, they will
gallop forward for about 50 yards, then pull up, turn round,
snorting and staring at the intruder, and then go off for.good.
Once I came across a herd of about sixty at the foot of the
Yomahs on the Sittang side, and a prettier sight cannot be
conceived. There were stupendous bulls, graceful cows, pretty
calves, all peacefully grazing on the short, crisp, succulent
young grass. When they saw me they snorted, stamped after
the manner of deer with their fore-feet, and then went off. I
jumped off the elephant, but I had been wet through for five
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hours, and was so benumbed that all I did was to take a step
or two and then measure my length on the grass; every one
got away.

The marrow-bones and tongue of a gaur are a bonne bouche.
I am told that the flesh on either side of the so-called hump
along the dorsal ridge, where it is in three layers, is very good,
especially the middle piece; but I cannot say that I ever
partook of it. The tail makes excellent soup; the hide, when
cured, is very good for soling shooting boots. In hilly districts
there are depressions somewhat like small nullahs, where a
species of white clay impregnated with natron is found; and
wherever this exists, other conditions also being favourable,
you will find not only gaur, but deer and also members of the
Selide ; whether the latter go after the fauna, or for the sake
of the earth I do not know, but the natives assert that they,
too, partake of the earth, and have pointed out to me their
droppings in which some of this has been evacuated with
portions of hide and hair of animals.

On one trip in Burma we noticed numerous marks of Tsine
in a quin about two miles from our camp. Close examination
showed that the cattle were in the habit of resting during the
heat of the day in a tope of trees lying in the centre of the
quin. So I determined to try and circumvent one of these
wary brutes. Getting up at 3 a.m., we walked through the
long grass, getting to our destination soaking wet, and there we
had to sit shivering with cold till past ten o’clock before the
beasts put in an appearance. At last two or three cows
leisurely feeding along came in sight, but the bull did not
appear till close on mid-day, and it was fully an hour later
before he got within shot. I then fired behind the shoulder,
and as he fell to the shot I blazed into a cow, and she too
dropped, but the bull picked himself up and went off full
score. I followed, and the cunning brute very nearly had me,
as he hid in a patch of long grass and charged me as I passed.
I had just time to throw myself behind a prostrate tree, as he
cleared it and fell into a deep nullah on the other side. There
I had no difficulty in despatching him. In the evening I
came across a herd of gaur ; they got up out of a heavy patch
just in front of my elephant. I fired at one going away, tail
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on end ; the bullet struck close to the root of the tail and
traversed the whole length of the body—we cut it out of the
neck. The animal fell like a stone to the shot.

THE GAYAL
(Bos fronitalis)

These wild kine are plentiful in parts of the Chittagong
Hills and in parts of Tipperah extending towards Munipore
and along our North-Eastern Frontier, where they are keptin a
state of semi-domestication by the Dafflas, Looshaies, Mishmes,
and other wild tribes. Very many of them are caught in nets
when mere calves, and are herded with their tame kindred.
Huge lumps of rock-salt are thrown about near the villages,
and these have an extraordinary fascination for them. After
domestication they are picketed on the outskirts of the forest
near the village, and are let out to graze during the day and
recalled towards night, by the tinkling of bells or the striking
of gongs.

The forehead of the gayal is not concave like a gaur’s, but
quite straight, and is destitute of the semi-cylindrical crest.
The horns grow straight out and then curve very slightly
upwards : the forehead is broad, and its colouration is almost
identical with that of a gaur. I suppose it is a cousin many
times removed. It browses more than the Bos gawrus, and
has a slight but distinct dew-lap. The dorsal ridge is prominent, -
but not nearly so much as in the largeranimal. At a distance
one might easily be mistaken for the other, and unfortunately
both are called Mithun by the Assamese and hill tribes, the
only distinction being that if pressed, they say the gaur is the
Asseel Mithun,and the other Mithun only. This has led even
such a careful observer and good s#ikarze as Mr. Sanderson to
say that the gayal is not found in a feral state, and that the
gaur has also been tamed—an error propagated by Mr.
Blanford and also by the Royal Natural Hi