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PREFACE.

My only apology for venturing to write this little book
is the encouragement thereto in the many references made
to me from time to time by young sportsmen and new comers
as to the sport to be obtained, the game birds and beasts
to be met with, and lastly, the best seasons and localities to
seek them in the Lower Provinces.

Drawing then upon the experiences of forty years of an
active life, during which I have hunted or shot over every
district, spending no small portion of it too in the wild
woods or broad savannahs of the frontiers, as well as in the
open plains and jungles of the interior, I have put together
some notes bearing on these subjects, in the belief that they
will prove useful and entertaining to some readers.

I do not pretend to write a book of Natural History,
every properly constituted little British boy knowing more
of it than his grandsires did in their old age; nor do I
presume to offer my poor experiences for the edification of
“old Shikarees,” whose knowledge is far greater than I
can pretend to; but an attempt is here made to lay
before the young sportsman a few hints for his guidance.

Every incident is related exactly as it occurred ; and
whenever I have not myself been an actor or a witness, I
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have recounted the adventure on the written statements of
friends whose words may be implicitly relied (.)_n; but to
the experienced in such matters nothing in these pages will
appear strange or extraordinary.

The above is my excuse for writing this book ; and now,
having given “mine enemy” (if I have one) a fair opening,
let him fire away.

E. B. B.

DURUKA, SANTHAL PERGUNNAHS,
1886.
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SPORT IN BENGAL.

CHAPTER I.
Physical and Climatic Features of the Country.

IT is the common belief, out of the country itself, that Bengal
is a vast alluvial plain—a dead level, hardly broken by palms,
low trees, rank bushes, and giant grasses, in traversing which
the traveller’s eye meets only with rice fields and swamps sue-
cessively, in unending monotony; a region inhabited by
savage tigers, panthers, buffaloes, wild hog, serpents and
baboons, as fully as by intelligent baboos and polite “coolies.”
A “griffin,” asked what he expected to find, replied that, out
of towns, he had looked for immense flat plains, dotted over
with palms, in the shade of which tigers might be seen re-
clining in the noon-day heat, while snakes encircled the trunks,
and natives drank the milk of the fruit among the topmost
leaves. This poetical picture is not, however, the correct one,.
since the territories officially known as the Lower Provinces,.
can boast of as great a variety of scenery as most countries of:
the globe.

The immense and populous country called Bengal, consists;
in fact, of four distinet provinces, differing much in soil,
climate, natural features, and the character of the inhabitants,
these four being, Bengal proper, Behar, Orissa, and Chota, or
Chutia Nagpoor, while a fifth, Assam, has been recently
placed under a separate civil administration.

B
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2 SPORT IN BENGAL.

At a rough calculation, the first of the four, that is, Bengal
proper, may be about equal in area and population to the other
three, the aggregates being about 152,000 square miles, sup-
porting 66,000,000 of inhabitants. Not only does the country
present physical features in great variety, from snow-clad
mountains down to ant hills, and from some of the mightiest
rivers in the world to frog-stocked puddles, but the races which
inhabit it are many in number, and dissimilar in origin, habits,
and language. The stalwart Rajpoot of Shahabad in no way
resembles his co-religionist, the Ooriya; the Santhal and the
Mahomedan of Eastern Bengal have nothing in common ; and,
lastly, the ordinary Bengalee of Caleutta and its neighbour-
hood is as little like the Moonda and the Cheeroo as a Portu-
guese is like a Hungarian., So slight is the sympathy between
the mountaineers and the plains-men, that the keen relish of
a gourmand over a dish of “natives” does not exceed that of
a Naga, or Kookee, operating on a fat Bengalee trader with
his “das,” or long knife.

As the country is divided into four distinet provinees, so
it presents four distinct physical aspects. Firstly, vast level
plains of alluvial lands, highly cultivated, thickly peopled, and
almost entirely denuded of forests and jungles, as the central
districts of Bengal and the greater portion of Behar. Secondly,
elevated laterite tracts, covered to a considerable extent with
“sal” woods, as Chota Nagpoor, and some western districts
of Bengal. Thirdly, mountains and hills richly elothed with
forests, as the Darjeeling and Chittagong districts, and parts of
Orissa and the tributary mehals ; and, lastly, wide savannahs
and wildernesses of thickly-growing woods, as the ¢ Terai”
and the “ Soonderbuns.”

Bengal proper may be briefly described as lying between
the Himalayas on the north and the sea on the south, bounded
east and west by the Tipperah and Chittagong hills and the
highlands of Santhalia and Chota Nagpoor respectively. It is
a low flat alluvial, highly cultivated, and abounding in rivers
and marshes, supporting a dense and rapidly-increasing popu-
lation, of which no more need be remarked than that it does
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not furnish a single soldier to the armies of the State, and is
fonder of chattering and splitting legal straws than of action
and physical exertions.

The provinee of Behar, lying on both banks of the Ganges,
from near Benares down to Peerpointee, resembles Bengal in
so far as it too is highly cultivated and thickly peopled.
Possessing a drier and more salubrious climate, its inhabitants
are sturdier and more manly than those of Bengal, but still
inferior to those of the Upper and Central Provinces. Except
in Purneah and some parts of Shahabad, Gaya, and Monghyr,
Behar is bare of extensive jungles, and as a field for the sports-
man takes a low place.

Chutia, or Chota Nagpoor, comes next—a high and healthy
plateau—the home of the Kol, the Moondah, the Kherwar,
the Bhogtah, and other non-Aryan tribes. Rising step by step
from the banks of the Damooda, the revered of the Santhals,
and its affluent the Barrakur, these highlands attain an alti-
tude of over two thousand feet at Hazaribagh and Ranchi, and
further west form still loftier plateaus in Sirgooja. Forests
of “sal” and other trees clothe the hills and the banks of
rivers which spring from their sides, and at first flow in small
streamlets among rocks and stones, till, breaking through the
highlands and woods of Nagpoor, they burst in broad and
shallow courses into the sea, through the lowlands of Orissa.

The soil of this province is in general sterile, and its sur-
face is much seamed and scarred with deep ravines. Numerous
hills rise abruptly—some mere heaps of rocks, others lofty
and grand, such as Pareesnath—well-wooded to their summits.
A noticeable feature of this country is the occurrence upon its
face, at considerable distances apart, of hills of considerable
altitude, which stand like sentries on guard ; these are, com-
mencing with the lowest and most eastward, Soosoonia,
Beharinath, Pachart, Dalma, and, lord of all, Pareesnath,
whose storm-riven peak attains a height of over four thousand
feet.

Fourthly and last, there is Orissa,a narrow strip of fertile
land, lying between the sea and the timber-clothed hills of

B 2
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the tributary mehals; a country of many rivers, shallow in
the dry season, but both broad and deep in the monsoon
months, when they are not always an unmixed blessing,
threatening, as they often do, to sweep into the ocean the
hopes of the husbandman, whose fields they irrigate and make
fruitful in their milder moods.

Thus, then, it will be understood that in the Lower Pro-
vinces, ruled by the Proconsul of Belvedere for H.M. the
Queen-Empress, there are mountains, hills and highlands, as
well as flat grain-producing plains, green savannahs, and
extensive morasses; fussy streamlets leaping and dancing
over boulders and pebbly beds, as well as broad rivers
sweeping majestically to the sea, to cast into it the spoils torn
from mountain sides more than a thousand miles away ; and
thus the soil, on which grew the deodar and the pine in the pure
mountain air, forms islets nourishing rushes and tamarisk in
the heat and reek amid the brackish waters of the mouths of
the Ganges and Megna.

It is most interesting to watch the birth and growth of
such islets, where the great rivers pour their muddy waters into
the bay. First may be observed the low bank, half sand, half
mud, which, barely topping high water mark, offers a soft couch
to the basking crocodile, and a hunting-field to the curlew
and sandpiper ; next the rush-clothed islet submerged only at
the highest spring tides, the mid-day resort of the bar-headed
goose and the tern; then the island, a few inches higher,
tricked out with grass and tamarisk, giving shelter to the wild
buffalo, wild hog, and hog-deer. A year passes, and patches
of cultivation appear, and the fruits of the hushandman’s
toil is halved with him by the wild beasts, on whom, again,
the sportsman takes toll with spear and rifle ; another year or
two may pass, and the entire surface is yellow with ripe grain,
rejoicing the heart of the sower, who now reaps, with little
toil and solicitude, fat harvests, unshared with savage creatures ;
and then “all,” ‘as Mrs. Nickleby’s neighbour remarked, “is
gas and gaiters "—for a time ; for a wrecked boat, a snag or an
eddy may change the course of the mighty stream which gave
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it birth, and the little island, torn away rapidly by the chafing
waters, is known no more, except in memory and on old maps.
Haply the earth, which supported thousands of creatures,
re-appears still further out at sea, to become its waste-paper
basket or lumber-room, on which to cast her discarded play-
things—mutilated trunks of great trees, remains of wrecked
boats, or the ribs and masts of ships destroyed in its fury
far away; and so, again, the land may rise by degrees
once more, and acquire, perhaps, a permanent name and
position.

In the map attached to this little work, the difference in
the leading features of the country has been shown by colours.
Thus, that portion tinted yellow is Bengal proper, Behar,
and the greater part of Orissa, highly cultivated, thickly popu-
lated, and scantily provided with heavy grass or tree coverts,
consequently containing little to invite the sportsman in search
of big game, wild hog and panthers excepted, if they may be
classified as such, these being found almost everywhere. The
tracts tinted red are laterite, or high-lying lands, the most re-
markable vegetation of which is the “sal” forest, the home in
particular of the Indian sloth bear. Neutral tint represents
hills and thick woods, in which the elephant, the bison, and
the tambur roam at large, little troubled by the presence of
man. Lastly, portions of the map coloured green, are either
grass plains, as those along the foot of the mountains, low
forests, as the “Soonderbuns,” or jungles scattered amid cul-
tivated tracts, in which the tiger, the rhinoceros, the wild
buffalo, and many varieties of deer may still be successfully
sought. The best hog-hunting grounds have been tinted brown ;
but, besides these places, there are many others throughout
the country in which a boar worth riding may occasionally be
speared ; even the immediate environs of Calcutta itself will
now and then give a run, especially early in the cold season,
when the rice crops have all, or nearly all, been reaped, and
cattle have not yet trodden down every patch of bush or
grass.

There is one obstacle to sport which is to be met with

-
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almost everywhere in Bengal, and that is the disinclination of
the people to give information or assistance. The European
stranger, arriving among them in search of game, will elicit
next to nothing of a conclusive nature ; the villagers and herds-
men may even conceal the fact of tigers and panthers weekly
thinning their flocks and herds and causing them no small
losses ; and they will often be content to suffer thus rather than
give exact information or aid. The offer of ready and cheer-
ful assistance is most rare, but in this respect the Mahomedans
and the Bengalees in general of the Northern and Eastern
districts are better disposed than the Hindoos and the people
of the south and west of Bengal. Soft words and fair promises
will gain something, threats and strong language nothing, as
then they will almost deny a knowledge of their own names,
and pretend to, or actually fall into a state of utter imbecility.
This apathy apart, the villagers are, as a rule, singularly
ignorant of the habits and natvure of wild beasts, distinguish-
ing with difficulty one from another, and seldom calling them
by their proper names; thus, in many parts of Eastern
Bengal, the true country of “Bung,” the word “siyal” (for
“srigal” in Sanscrit, commonly mispronounced as “hiyal”)
does duty equally for the tiger, the panther, the civet and
fishing cats, the jackal, and the fox.

Nor can the European sportsman, if unknown and not an
official of influence, rely on cheerful aid in the matter of sup-
plies for his camp from either the owner or the cultivators of
the land over which he proposes to shoot. Unless the visitor
be a man in power, the former, although perhaps wealthy,
still a mere boor, will offer no aid; while the latter, through
their apathetic nature, will keep aloof. The village shop-
keeper will retail grain, salt, oil, and other commodities at
twenty-five per cent. over the market rates; the fisherman
will sell his fish for double the usual tariff, and the herdsman
will part with milk at his own price; but more than this
must not be expected. So long as the stranger shoots the
tigers and panthers which nightly prey on the village cattle,
and spears the boars which play havoec with the crops, the
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presence of his camp will be tolerated, and his custom on
the terms above named will be aceepted ; moreover, any odds
and ends of benevolences in the way of medicine and
pecuniary gifts will be received, perhaps ungraciously and
without any pretence of gratitude; but ordinary Bengalee
complaisance will yield no farther. If in return for ridding
them of pests, which render their lives a burden, the young
sportsman should expect a basket of country vegetables or
fruits, a fish, or a lamb, with which he may vary his some-
what meagre diet, verily let him remember that “Blessed
is he who expects nothing;” otherwise he will be dis-
appointed. :

In many parts of India the native gentlemen and land
proprietors are courteous and hospitable to the European visi-
tor and stranger ; and even in Bengal proper the local native
grandees of the old school are so generally; but not so those
of the modern type, who, however, rarely live on their estates
among their tenants. In this respect the people of Assam are
worse than those of Bengal ; but in that province one seldom
meets with persons much above the rank of the common
agriculturist. I have asked for a few sugar-canes for my
elephants, after killing a pair of man-eaters which had for
months ravaged their village, and have been refused by the
inhabitants, although it grew abundantly all round ; and
when one more civil than his fellows brought half-a-dozen
of the most “filamentous” (like the late Justice Nuokool
Mookerjee, as deseribed by his talented kinsman and bio-
grapher, whose name escapes me at the present moment), and
flung them down with a grand air, I was asked exactly forty
times the local price for the poor little sticks, with which I
was expected to make glad the hearts of six or seven
elephants, which had done the people such yeoman’s service.
Supposing no value whatever were put upon the lives of their
relatives, still the death of those two tigers was worth to
the villagers not less than four thousand rupees, who grudged
-us & bundle of sugar-canes worth less than a shilling. In some
places out of Assam and Bengal proper the people would
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spontaneously have cut down an entire field to feed our
elephants. It is painful to write thus of a people among
whom I have lived so many years, but I write only what I
have seen and experienced.

Many persons deny that there is any beauty at all in the
somewhat monotonous scenery of Bengal and Behar. Of
that of Chota Nagpoor and Orissa none will venture to assert
so much I think ; but there is to my mind a prettiness in the
former, and combinations of foliage and tints that are de-
cidedly attractive. The mixture of palms, of three or four
varieties of bananas, eanes, ferns, and bamboos, with trees
and shrubs of endless shades of green and yellow, springing
almost out of deep streams on which their shadows fall
darkly, seems to me worthy of being styled something more
than pretty.

Away from the flat plains there are views, in the Hima-
layan and the Khassia ranges, which cannot be surpassed the
wide world over. I have heard it stated by a great traveller
that the view from the summit of the Shillong Peak com-
mands a more extensive field, from its peculiar position, than
any in the known world. I know not how that may be, but
I have seen nothing to approach in grandeur the view of the
great peaks of the Himalayas on a clear morning in October,
when the rising sun has tipped them with gold, as they
stretch away east and west for hundreds of miles, while the
foot-hills and the foreground are still dark and indistinet in
the lingering shadows of night.

In the Chittagong Hill tracts, in the pathless wilderness
of forests south of Cachar and Sylhet, in Santhalia, and in
Chota Nagpoor, there are many lovely bits of scenery which
would be hard to beat. A ride or a drive from Giridi to
Doomree on the Grand Trunk Road will repay anyone who
loves the beauties of nature in her wild garb. The passes
between Hazaribagh and Ranchi are extremely pretty, and
the rapids and falls of the Kurnafoolee at Barkul, and those
of the Soobunrikha cannot easily be matched in their parti-
cular style.
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Men have lived a quarter of a century in Calcutta, and
taken their final departure from Bengal by steamer down the
Ganges, whose limited experience would naturally induce
them to deseribe the country as flat, monotonous, and uninte-
resting, judging by what they had seen in the immediate
neighbourhood of that inodorous town; but had they
journeyed a few hundred miles away from it, their reports
would be very different.

Of the climate of Bengal, all that can be said in its favour
is, that it is not as bad as some have made it out to be; for,
whether in consequence of the great increase of cultivated
lands, the gradual drying-up of vast swamps, the retrogres-
sion of the “ Soonderbuns” further seawards, and a better
knowledge of the requirements of the country and its
climate, acquired through the bitter experience of a century,
1t is an undoubted fact that complaints of the climate are
not so common as they were, nor are fatal effects upon the
European constitution so painfully demonstrated as in the
days of Clive and Warren Hastings. The far more frequent
visits paid now to Europe than formerly, the almost general
consumption of ice, and the more moderate use of calomel
and the lancet by a learned profession, combined with the
moderation in eating and drinking practised at the present
time, have brought about most marked improvement, so that,
epidemics of cholera apart, European lives are now almost
as good in Bengal as in Europe or America.

The following is a candid picture of the state of Anglo-
Indian society in Bengal down to the end of the Eighteenth
Century, as recorded by Captain Thomas Williamson, of the
Bengal Army, in his “ Oriental Field Sports,” the second
edition of which was published with numerous coloured illus-
trations in 1819, and was dedicated in grandiloquent style to
His Most Gracious Majesty George the Third :— Such was the
height to which every species of excess was then carried, that
the most intimate friendship was generally the shortest. I
cannot give a better idea of the state of society in Bengal,
upwards of twenty years ago, than by observing that I was
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one of a party, not exceeding sixteen in number, who met to
dine with a friend in the south barracks of Berhampoor, in
1796, when, happening to meet with some friends whom we
had not seen since occupying the same quarters with them in
1782, we casually mentioned our old comrades at the same
Place, but were generally found to wind up our retrospective
details with, ¢Oh, poor fellow, but he’s dead” The frequent
repetition of the apostrophe induced two of us to take pen and
paper, when one reckoning up those among our lost friends
who had occupied the North, and the other recording the obi-
tuary of the South Rangers, we found in the space of little
more than twenty years we had lost one hundred and sixty-
three in one list and one hundred and fifty-seven in the other !
It is worthy of remark, that our record was confined to such
officers and staff as had occupied the cantonments during three
years only, and that more than three hundred officers had never
been quartered at any time at the station. What adds to the
wonder of such an occurrence is, that for the greater part of
the time very little change took place, the same corps being
fixed for several years. With the exception of a few prudent
men, whose moderation rendered them contemptible in the
opinion of the major part of us, who were greatly attached,
not only to sport, but to every species of debauchery, I believe
few quitted Berhampoor in those days untainted by disease,
or without some serious injury done to their constitutions.”

It is difficult at the present day to realise that the little
civil station of Berhampoor was a great cantonment a century
ago, in which three hundred hard-riding, hard-fighting, and
hard-drinking gentlemen—one may hardly say lived, but died.
In those times men in truth came out to Bengal to die at an
appalling rate. Where are their graves, shooting, hunting,
fighting, and thirsting no more? The cemeteries of Bengal
give no adequate clue to the numbers, the names, and qualities
of those who lived and died in the country during the past
one hundred and fifty years; men whose valour founded the
British Indian Empire, but whose resting-places are unmarked
by stone or inscription. Where do they rest? The ashes of



PHYSICAL AND CLIMATIC FEATURES. 11

the gallant men, whose doughty deeds and wise counsels won
for us this great Empire, mingle with the dust on the line of
march, upon the battle-field, at the jungle side, and around the
ruins of remote residences and factories, and now enrich the
soil furrowed by the ploughs of the humble Indian cultivator,
their graves forgotten, but their epitaphs indelibly inscribed
in history.

The climate of Bengal and Orissa, that of a few districts
excepted, is by no means dangerous to European constitutions
if precautions dictated by common sense be adopted; that of
Behar, Purneah being omitted, is better, while that of Chota
Nagpoor, Singhbhoom excepted, is both agreeable and salu-
brious. Still, having said this much for the climate of the
country, it is only right to add that few men can expose.
themselves to the sun between March and November without
suffering in some degree, unless they are abstemious and
thoroughly seasoned ; and none should run risks without good
cause. On the other hand, duty, sport, or inclination urging
them, men may brave the heat of the sun for many years, if
properly clothed and protected.

From the 1st of November to the 1st of March the weather
is magnificent even in Lower Bengal and Orissa; while in
Behar and Chota Nagpoor it is cold and dry. As day succeeds
day of bright sunshine and bracing north breezes, one is apt
to forget that the trials and terrors of the hot and rainy
seasons will surely follow. To the above-four cold weather
months may be added one at each end—viz, March and
October—as not excessively warm ; April, May and June are
very hot; and July, August and September, when the rains
are heaviest, are, in general, very disagreeable, through an
excess of moisture, superadded to a temperature ranging
between 8G° and 92° in the day within the house. The store
of health, vitality, and energy laid up between November
and March, are pretty nearly exhausted by the great heats
of the next four months, and then those who are unable to
escape to the Hills are left to struggle through the enervating
climate of the wet season as well as they can till the advent
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of another spell of cold weather brings a new term of health
and enjoyment. Those who are fond of outdoor exercises, and
of hunting and shooting, undoubtedly enjoy better health
than those whose occupations bind them much to the desk,
or whose predilections for sedentary life confine them to the
interior of their houses under the waving “punkah.”




CHAPTER IIL

No Close Season or other Protection of Game in Bengal—Unlimited
Destruction of Fish Fry — Shooting Season in Bengal — Snipe —
Plover—Partridge—Wild Fowl-—Cranes—Hog Hunting—Coursing—
Deer and Tiger Shooting—Quail—The best Season for the Pursuit
of Big Game—Breeding Season—Snakes—Great Destruction of
Human Life by Venomous Reptiles.

A GLUTTON at sports, with abundance of leisure, and ample
pecuniary resources, might, if so inclined, shoot all the year
round in Bengal, the months of June, July and August only
excepted. There is no close time, and at no period of the
year is game protected for the breeding season, as in some
more enlightened parts of India; so that deer, hares, antelope,
floriken, pea-fowl, jungle-fowl, pheasants, spur-fowl, and par-
tridges, plentiful twenty years ago, are fast disappearing; for-
tunately the migratory birds remain almost as abundant as
ever, although even teal, ducks, and geese have altogether
abandoned many marshes and large lakes to which they used
to resort in tens of thousands between October and April, and
the sportsman must now seek them in remote places to enjoy
good sport. Even the commoner varieties of cranes, storks,
and herons, which might have been seen almost everywhere in
numbers in former times, are becoming rare, except in certain
undisturbed localities.

The native “ Shikaree ” is a true pot-hunter, utterly in-
different as to sex or season, as also to the fact that by
destroying game during the breeding-time he injures his own
interests, and by killing does and sitting birds he kills the
goose which lays the golden eggs and supports him and bis
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children. However, philoscpher as he is, he leaves posterity
to take care of itself, and so long as he can earn a rupee by
supplying the market in the present, is heedless whether he
may earn only a fourth as much in the future. Besides, he
argues that if he himself were to abstain, his fellows pro-
bably would not do so, but taking advantage of his absten-
tion, would poach upon his preserves. Lastly, the patriarchal
Government does not forbid the destruction of game at any
time, nor does it admit that a wholesome and strength-giving
article of food is year by year becoming more and more
difficult to obtain, except by the comparatively rich.

The same may be said of the wholesale destruction of the
fry of fish, now permitted with impunity, to the steady dimi-
nution of the most esteemed portion of the Bengalee’s daily
diet ; accordingly, while the population steadily and rapidly
increases, articles of food, the most nourishing, become scarcer
and dearer for want of a simple enactment, which would
preserve them for the benefit of the people.

Fine and well-flavoured fish ascend the many great rivers
of Bengal in myriads, to spawn in the smaller streams and
marshes during the height of the rainy season. The fry,
when about the size of gudgeons, retire with the falling
waters in October and November, at which time, and even
later, they are caught and killed by the million in nets and
traps, setr at the mouths of the outfalls of every lake and
marsh in the country, and in weirs constructed across the
smaller rivers and rivulets. Many kinds, if spared, would
grow to ten, twenty, or even forty and fifty pounds in weight,
and these, or, at least, many of them, grow rapidly, and
multiply marvellously.

It may be an open question whether the protection of
game during the breeding season, and its great increase,
would or would not compensate for a corresponding additional
loss of certain grain crops; but the reckless destruction of
the fry of large fish simply causes a diminution of a valued
article of food without any compensating advantages, so far
as can be seen.
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The shooting season in Bengal may be said to commence
about the 1st of September, by which date snipe have
arrived in considerable numbers from their northern breed-
ing grounds among the endless marshes of Siberia and the
highlands of Central Asia. These birds will be found in fair
numbers then, in wet patches of low grass and weeds, as well
as in the fields in which the transplanted rice is a foot or a
foot and a half high, and water lies an inch or two deep on
the soft mud. A few plover also arrive about the end of
September, and partridges of all kinds may be shot, though
poorer than they will be two months later. The heat, of
course, is very great, and the strength of the sun’s rays
between showers, and when the south breeze dies away, is
almost overpowering.

By the middle of October snipe are as numerous in Lower
Bengal as they ever will be, and lie well in the hot sun;
plover have come in, and may be seen in small flocks upon
uncultivated fields and ploughed lands ; teal appear in flights
working southwards, or settling here and there, but not yet
in considerable numbers. By the 20th of the month, the
delicious cool north breeze will set in, and breathing life and
energy into the heat-worn frame, will raise visions of camp-
life, good fellowship and fine sport. A little later, vast
flocks of wild geese, ducks, teal, and cranes, will wend their
way in wedge-like flights to the sea-coast, the green uncut
rice offering them no inducement to remain in the interior.
The weather is still hot, sometimes oppressively so, till near
the end of October, but after the 10th of that month the air
of the mornings and evenings is perceptibly cooler, while the
nights are cool enough to give refreshing sleep without the
aid of the “ punkah,” and the bracing north breeze induces
one now to seek out-door exercise on foot or horseback.

By the middle of November, what is called the nor’-east
monsoon has established itself, in a Hibernian sort of way,
by blowing steadily from the nor’-west—at least on land,
whatever it may do at sea—or off the sand-heads. The rains
have ceased, the sky is a clear blue, and the weather is settled
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fair for four months or thereabouts, with perhaps one small
break about Christmas time. The temperature, still high at
mid-day, is cool and agreeable at other hours. Snipe have
changed their ground ; many rice-fields being quite dry and
the crops coming into ear, they have moved to lower lands,
and to the borders of lakes and marshes. The snipe-shooter
must now be cautious to avoid drying fields of ripening grain,
lest the loud curses of the frantic husbandman fall upon his
offending head. Partridges have become proverbially plump ;
plover have increased greatly ; teal are plentiful in their ordi-
nary resorts; ducks, geese, and cranes still direct their flights
southwards to the seashore, to the sand and mud banks at
the mouths of the great rivers, and to the “ Chilka,” or salt-
water lake in the Pooree district. Water-fowl of all kinds—
_cranes, herons, and storks; the ibis, the bittern, the marabout
crane, the stately jabirn,in evening-dress and white waistcoat,
the “ coolen” or “koolang” (grus cimeria); the adjutant, slow
and solemn, a cross between a head-waiter and a member of
council on stilts; waders in varieties innumerable, from the
tiniest to the greatest, have all returned to the winter haunts,
and may be found there in great numbers, particularly on the
low-lying lands about the mouths of the Megna, the Damra,
the Mahanuddy, and other queens of rivers in Bengal and
Orissa.

With the advent of December “the cold season ” has well
set in; in Bengal with chilly mornings and evenings, bright
cool days, and damp cold nights; in Behar and Chota Nag-
poor the air is much colder and drier, and fires are now a
comfortable necessity. All the game of the country is in good
condition and abundant; pea-fowl, jungle-fowl, partridge, and
spur-fowl have fattened on the grain picked up in fields
cleared of crops; ducks and geese frequent early and late
these same fields, where they may be shot in the fog or haze
of early morning by the cautious sportsman, whose gun will
carry straight and kill at.seventy and eighty yards; for at
these times while feeding they are extremely wary, as indeed
they always are, except perhaps at high-noon, when they
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sleep in the warm sunshine. Snipe-shooting is still good
upon the lowest grounds, in the grass and weeds of drying
swamps, and on the borders of lakes and stagnant water-
courses. Duck and teal-shooting in dug-outs and canoes, on
great sheets of water fringed and erossed by reeds and rushes,
is now excellent, and will continue to be so till the middle of
March, by which time the water will have fallen too low for
even such shallow craft, except in the water-ways. Hog-
hunting and coursing may be had on “churs,” or open plains
and islands on and bordering the great rivers. Deer and
tiger-shooting from the backs of elephants is possible in a
limited way in the lighter bush and grass jungles; but
elephants carrying howdahs cannot penetrate the tall and
stout réeds, or the rank giant grasses of the heavier coverts,
which however are traversed in all directions with ease by
the deer, the wild hog, the tiger, the buffalo, and the rhino-
ceros, along alleys formed by them below the leafy tops,
but which are too low for the passage of elephants surmounted
by howdahs. By the end of December a trip to the sea-face
of the Soonderbuns is tolerably pleasant, but it should be
made in good sea-going boats or small steamers, when shots
may be obtained at spotted deer and wild hog, probably at a
tiger, and possibly at a rhinoceros or two; but a more pro-
fitable trip may be made to the mouth of the Damrah river
by steamer from Calcutta, and back the same way after
spending a week or ten days on the coast and adjacent islets,
among the spotted deer, antelope, and wild fowl of all kinds,
with the remote chance of meeting with a tiger or a bull
buffalo ; and if the visitor have the good fortune to induce
Mr. C. (a resident of Chandhalu, and a keen sportsman)
to accompany him, he ought to secure a satisfactory bag
of a miscellaneous sort.

January brings no change; only cooler days and colder
nights. The sport to be had then is the same as in the pre-
ceding month, but is better, since the rice crops being entirely
harvested, the ground is firmer for riding. Game of all kinds,
both furred and feathered, is in the very best condition; the

C
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jungle-cock and the black partridge now crow their loudest,
and the marsh partridge his noisiest; the night air is musical
to the ear of the sportsman, with the clanging notes of
migrating cranes and wild geese, and the swish and rush of
flights of teal and duck; the peacock sounds morning and
evening his loud and discordant eries of alarm or warning,
and the deer call to and answer each other in the grass
coverts around the camp. It is a season of true enjoyment
to the lover of sport, who may now-—spear, gun, or rifle in
hand—follow his game from seven or eight o'clock in the
morning, after a light repast, till sunset, without feeling the
heat at all, if he rest for an hour or two for the midday meal
in the shade of some tree or rock beside water, to allay the
thirst of his followers. By seven or eight in the evening
he will enjoy his well-earned dinner, and by ten, after a pipe
or cigar, he should be asleep under two or three blankets,
outside a hot nighteap of his favourite brew, whatever that
may be.

With February the only changes are a warmer air and
more clouded sky, and towards its close variable winds.
Hunting and shooting have improved; a few of the lighter
Jungles have been burnt; game remains in good condition for
the table, but is wilder. Quail, which came in earlier in
Behar, are to be met with in abundance all over the country
in the green winter crops and low : grass-fields bordering
them. In Upper Bengal, Behar, and Chota Nagpoor the
climate is perfect, and in the last-named province, in Midna-
poor and Bankurah, bears may now be sought successfully
in the rapidly thinning “sal” woods; but not till March will
the heaviest jungles be cleared by fire, which the dry and
scorching west wind will drive in long lines of roaring flames
over miles of flat country overgrown with grass or reeds, or
up and down hill sides, destroying completely the under-
growth, and leaving the trees themselves charred and leafless.
The heat has sensibly increased ; ortolans have come in;
birds are donning their nuptial plumage, and the woods are
musical with their notes. Snipe now congregate on such low-
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lands as still remain moist round the margins of lakes, or in
fields of soft mud, in which grow the cold weather crops of
rice irrigated from their waters. Towards the end of this
month (March) the new grass springs up rich and strong
under the influence of the hot sun, and the rain which has
fallen with the first nor’-westers of the'year. Geese and some
ducks begin their migrations northwards to cooler climes, as
do at this time the members of the several Governments, the
Secretaries, and the heads and tails of departments; the
west wind blows hot and strong during the day-time, and
those who are left in the plains to carry on their duties,
private or official, begin to bewail their fate with good
reason. ;

The serious business of the sportsman, the pursuit of the
nobler beasts, now commences in earnest, and is carried on
through the scorching days of April and May; in the grass
and reed jungles of Purneah, Maldah, Dinagepoor, and
Mymensingh, and along the foot of the mountains from
Julpigoree to Assam; among the rocks of Manbhoom, and
the bison-haunted hill-sides of the southern parts of Chota
Nagpoor, and the “ tributary mehals ” of Orissa.

By the middle of April the migrating wild-fowl have all
left, except a few pairs of the ruddy sheldrakes, blue-winged
teal, and some snipe, although individuals of the last may be
met with as late as the 10th or 15th May. These are, how-
ever, birds injured in some way, and unable or unwilling to
commence the long flight northwards, or confirmed old
bachelors for whom conjugal joys have no attraction. Game
hirds have commenced nesting in April ; stags have cast their
antlers ; and the tiger and the bison, now driven for want of
water from deep woods into more accessible coverts, engage
the attention of the sportsman, to whom April and May are
the choicest months, while they are to others a season of
tribulation and martyrdom.

By the middle of June, the monsoon rains set in violently ;
guns and rifles are put away in air-tight receptacles; spears
are hung up, but cleaned and polished daily, and the trophies

c 2
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of the chase of the past season are looked up, dried when the
sun breaks out hotly, to be repacked or soldered down in
tin, and despatched home to friends and relatives.

In some parts of the country tigers may be successfully
sought and shot in August, when the rivers are at their
highest flood and the country is a vast sheet of water; but
the sport is such asto attract the keenest sportsman only,
since the travelling in boats and the beating with elephants,
the rank and dripping coverts swarming with leeches and
vermin, are not agreeable recreations in themselves; besides,
the alternations of extreme heat and damp, the ducking in a
heavy shower, followed by a simmering in the hot sun im-
mediately afterwards, are neither pleasant nor wholesome.
On the other hand, the finding of a couple or more of savage
and half-starved tigers on a grassy islet ro a bush and tree-
covered hummock, is not without its charms, but there is no
gainsaying the fact, that sport followed in this manner
and at this season, has as many attendant discomforts as
camping in tents in the cold season has pleasures and
enjoyments.

I have a vivid recollection of one such trip, undertaken in
the month of August with a friend and brother-sportsman,
which may serve as a sample of that kind of experience;
more as to the mode of travelling than as regards the sport
obtained on that occasion, for that was very little indeed, our
expedition having been deferred unavoidably till the first
great flood of the season had somewhat abated, and the tigers,
driven into the nearest spots of high ground on the rising of
the waters, had got away elsewhere on their partial sub-
sidence.

Our elephants, seven or eight in number, had been sent
ahead of us, accompanied by a boat, carrying the “ howdahs ”
and other impedimenta, and the left bank of the Megna,
opposite the village, or rather cluster of villages, called
“ Atgaon” in Mymensingh, named as the rendezvous. Leaving
the little Station of Cornillah after dinner in our fast “ bujra,”
with another boat serving as kitchen and tender, we found
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ourselves early rext morning rowing due north over a sea of
green grass or growing rice, with here and there a few acres
of open water where deepest, or where the course of a river
caused a slight stream or current. As the sun rose, the south
wind set in, and presently increasing to a smart breeze, en-
abled us to hoist sails; and thus we sped due northwards
over the rippling jheel water, and through the waving grass
and paddy, bending to the wind at six or seven miles an hour;
occasionally sticking for a few minutes among tall reeds or
thickly growing weeds and water lilies, and poling our way
through them by sheer weight of our boats, propelled by eight
or ten pairs of arms.

In this manner we sailed all that day and the following
night, guiding our course by certain distant land marks
known to the crews, and by compass when they failed us or
were considered doubtful ; the low Tipperah hills lay on our
right, and the great Megna river on our left, beyond a line
of hamlets and trees miles away to the west. Although there
was no want of water-fowl, they were not of the kinds con-
sidered game, and only such as remain and breed in the
country, whistling and cotton or goose-teal, coots of many
varieties, water-hens, water-rails, jacanas, herons, storks,
cranes and bittern; the lesser and greater cormorant, and the.
snake-bird, besides many others small and great; the solitary
game-bird veing the “kyah,” or marsh partridge, which had
by that time with them their young broods, now able to fly
and forage for themselves. Of four-footed game there was
not one, tigers alone excepted, and these might or might not
be found upon the little islets standing out above water in
the midst of a vast sea of grass and rice; on this trip they
were not found, though sought diligently for a week.

The mosquitoes and other insects, which attacked us in
battalions the night after leaving Cornillah, now came upon
us in brigades, making life a burden after sunset, and com-
pelling us to retire within our nets, afraid even to burn a lamp
by the light of which we might read, or play a game of chess or
picquet. Sitting in our fore-cabin being out of the question,
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we were obliged to eat our dinner on deck before sunset, and
to retire early to our beds after smoking a cigar, which we
did with our legs wrapped up in blankets, hands in pockets,
and newspapers spread on the seats of our cane chairs for
reasons too obvious to require explanation.

The loudness of the hum and chirping of insects on land
in the rainy season is something surprising to one who has
never lived within the tropics, but it is nothing compared
with the far louder “voices of the night” in a wide “jheel”
in Bengal, where the croaking and flopping of frogs, the
sharp “chit-chit” of a large kind of grass-hopper, the twitter
of small birds, the calls of coots and water-hens, and the
splashes of rising and diving fishes, all combine, with the
flutter and buzz of myriads of small insects, to create a volume
of sound, never ceasing or varying, sufficient to keep awake
the seven sleepers. But this is not all; conceive, in addition,
a temperature close upon ninety degrees, the grunting and
grumbling of a dozen servants and boatmen, and the slapping
of as' many pairs of hands, and then picture to yourself
a night on the “jheels” in August or September, when not
a breath of air stirs the leaves of the lotus, or moves the
grass.

The depth of water in the great Tipperah and Sylhet
“jheels” varies from ten to twenty feet during the season of
rains ; nevertheless a coarse description of rice will be found
growing in all but the deepest parts, which will survive
submersion even, if not prolonged beyond three days. At a
rough estimate this area of inundated country cannot be less
than eight thousand square miles, and is probably more; it
may therefore be asked, where do the people live who sow
and reap the grain ? Well; they live, or rather vegetate, in
hovels built upon the banks of rivers and water-courses, and
on little narrow hummocks in the midst of the waters, just
standing out of them a foot or two above the highest flood
level.  Every householder possesses one canoe at least,
without which he would be a prisoner in his house, unable to
earn his living, and in such he makes his little journeys to
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market, or pays visits to friends, but the women and children
seldom leave their homes for months together. The few
stunted and miserable cattle owned by the inhabitants are
tied down by the head, just below high water mark, so that
they stand knee and hock deep, and being unable, of course,
to graze, are fed with coarse grass and rushes cut and
brought in daily, till the inundation subsides, when they are
once more permitted to forage for themselves in the “jheels,”
into which they wade deep for such succulent weeds as they
may chance to find till January or February, when the
bottoms are left dry and covered with a thick growth of a
good and nourishing kind of grass.

It is needless to say that these basins of almost still water
swarm with fish of many varieties and of all sizes up to
such as measure five and six feet in length, and form, together
with the water-fowl, which are trapped now and then, the
choicest food of the people, for of fruit and vegetables there
are none, except a few plantains and a kind of bean, or
here and there a pumpkin. In the cold season, between
November and April, another crop of rice is raised, and
the inhabitants again find some use in their legs beyond
standing upon them on land, or upon their boats. At
that season, too, wild-fowl of all sorts, from the snipe
and the grebe to ducks, geese, and giant storks, abound
all over this country, and provide excellent sport both
on foot and from light canoces; but in walking and
wading one needs to tread with caution among weeds and
along narrow paths on account of the venomous snakes which
also abound, and which descend from the roofs of the houses
in which they have harboured during the inundation, to
spread over the drying fields now swarming with their prey.

Of the frightful numbers of these reptiles sometimes
collected upon dry places, we had on the trip I have referred
to a fair example. Stepping out of the “bujra” into our
howdahs, brought alongside its roof, we formed line upon a
small islet of about eight or ten acres covered with low bushes,
a likely spot to hold a tiger, or even a family of tigers, a
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considerable village being within an easy swim. We found
however no animal upon if, not even an otter, only many
“kyah” partridges, and a horrid kind of black cobra in
hundreds, coiled together in knots upon the branches of the
less thickly leaved bushes, on some of which there must have
been a dozen at least, all still and seemingly torpid, though
probably only asleep after gorging themselves. It must be
confessed that beating under such circumstances was not
pleasant, but it had to be done so long as there was a hope
left of a tiger being put up; but when that was gone, at the
earnest and urgent entreaties of our “ Mahouts” we each
fired a couple of barrels of shot into clumps of stunted trees
festooned with scores of the dreadful reptiles, and, turning,
fled to our boats, moored some yards from the shore by the
cautious crews, so as to be beyond the spring of a tiger from
the dry land.

That deaths caused by snake bite in such districts should
be extremely numerous—as they are in fact—can be no
matter for surprise ; the wonder is that they are not far more
so, especially during the inundation time, since the dwelling-
houses, straw stacks, and cattle-sheds swarm with cobras and
“karaits,” while neither the bungarus nor the hamadryas is
uncommon, to make no mention of other varieties less
venomous and distinguished than those named.

In travelling over such tracts as these, it is no rare thing
to see a snake swimming off to the boat, with the intention
of boarding her in search of rats and mice; and although
fatal accidents are extremely rare among European residents
of India, a fair and judicious amount of caution is always
necessary to avoid them. Happily Europeans when shooting
on foot wear stout boots or gaiters, and at other times,
whether at home or abroad, such covering of the feet and
legs as may wholly or partially arrest the injection of the
venom below the skin, or even break the points of the poison
fangs. Thus Europeans enjoy an immunity which the natives
have not ; at least not the almost naked and unshod hundred
and eighty out of the two hundred millions whose daily bread
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is earned in the fields and woods, and who are destroyed by
thousands every year, notwithstanding the rewards given for
the destruction of venomous snakes at all district and sub-
district headquarters; but, after all, the good done in this
way extends to only a small proportion of the whole country,
and thus the tals of deaths reported year by year does not
materially decrease, nor is it likely to decrease until the
people see fit to defend themselves by killing every reptile
met with, undeterred by superstitious fear and notions.
Official returns give the deaths caused by snake-bite annually
as about 20,000 in British India, but of course the actual
number is very much greater, since the police who collect
the statistics cannot possibly receive reports of all; thus a
fourth, or even a third, are probably never heard of or
recorded.

We proceeded for several days in the manner above de-
seribed as far north as Chatuk, on the Soarma river, till the
low, pale blue, and almost level line of the Khasya hills rose
high and distinct, and not a tiger did we find, hearing the
same story everywhere that the tigers had gone to higher
grounds some weeks before our arrival. We beat a dozen
small isolated hummocks and the heavier jungles round
Atgaon all to no purpose; recent lairs of tigers we found, also
abundance of bones of their victims, and we might too have
filled our boat daily with water-fowl of miscellaneous sorts
had we chosen to do so, but beyond shooting sufficient to
feed our servants and crews, we did not molest them. Our
elephants appeared to enjoy themselves mightily, eating all
day long as they waded or swam with the ‘ Mahouts,” or
their “mates,” on their bare backs, accompanied always by
the boat with the “howdahs,” chains, ropes, grain, and other
necessaries. Whenever we desired to beat a jungle on dry
land, the boats were moored, the “ howdahs” fastened on, and
we mounted from the boat itself, without putting foot to
ground at all ; and except buying some fish occasionally from
passing fishermen, we depended entirely on supplies taken
with us for the entire trip.
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To the “griffin” such an expedition is curious and in-
teresting, but to older hands it is irksome, unless diversified
by some good sport with tigers. The naturalist will find
ample scope for his studies, and will gain experience in many
ways, in his own person as well as through other means.
The face of the country being covered deep under water, the
air is not unwholesome, and malaria need not be feared till
October at least.




CHAPTER IIL

How, when, and where Game should be sought in Bengal—Rapid De-
crease of Game—Causes thereof —A famous Hog and Buffalo Hunt-
ing Locality—Immense Sounders of Wild Hog—The Arms Act—
Favourite Resorts of Game—The * Soonderbuns *—Good Shooting
Grounds much contracted—The best Months and the best Localities
for the Pursuit of Game of all Kinds at the Present Time.

A skETCH of the climate and physical characteristics of the
country having been ‘given, some suggestions may now be
offered as to the game to be found in it, and when and where
it should be sought; but this is no easy task, seeing how
rapidly changes follow upon an ever-increasing population
and a fast-widening area of cultivation, so that where buffa-
loes, deer, and wild hog were plentiful thirty years ago, a
stray boar only can be met with at the present day. In 1865
I was encamped with two companions on the skirts of a con-
siderable village in Orissa, some three or four miles only from
the sea. Seated comfortably in our long easy chairs after a
hard and successful day of buffalo and spotted deer-stalking,
we commanded at sunset an extensive view from our camp of
grass lands a couple of miles in breadth, lying between culti-
vated fields and the sandy hummocks which form a low and
uneven ridge immediately above high-water mark. Our vision
embraced many miles of this kind of country, but without
using our binoculars we could distinguish within a space of
two or three miles, at least three score wild buffaloes, and
between two and three hundred spotted deer feeding in the
open, either singly or in groups, which had come out from
the shelter of the bushes and tall grass, resorted to during the
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heat of the day. The moon, nearly at the full, was rising over
the sea opposite, the sun sinking below the landward horizon ;
the air of a January evening was deliciously refreshing after
the fatigues of a hot day, for the days are sultry in Orissa,
even in the cold season ; and thus as we smoked our cheroots
and sipped pleasant beverages, enjoying the beauty of the scene
before us, we congratulated ourselves on the favourable pro-
spects of good sport on the morrow. Some fifteen years later
my camp was once more pitched on the very same spot; the
village was unchanged, the cultivation no broader, and the grass
lands and sandy ridge presented no marked alterations, but
not a track of buffalo or spotted deer could be found ; the only
foot-prints to be seen, and these by no means numerous, were
of black buck. What had become of the game? No satis-
factory reply could be elicited on this subject from the people,
at least none which satisfied my mind. The villagers said
that the buffaloes and deer had been all shot by the European
sportsmen of the district, or by the native “Shikarees,” who
now possessed guns in great numbers; but as I happened to
know who were the European sportsmen, how few in number,
and how little at leisure to visit such remote tracts, I rejected
the first reason as only partially correct; but for the second
there seemed a better basis, as not only the “Shikarees”
themselves had increased, but those who formerly plied their
calling with bow and arrow, a matchlock, a Monghyr fowling-
piece, or gun and trap only, now carried some good English
guns, and others the superannuated Brown Bess; nevertheless,
it seemed improbable that even with firearms, if loaded with
the weak native-made powder, they could in the course of a
few years have completely exterminated such powerful beasts
as the wild buffalo, whatever they might have effected among
the herds of deer. Probably the “Shikarees” had wounded
more than they killed, and had driven all survivors away into
the heavy coverts further south; be that as it may, where
buffalo and deer might be counted by hundreds over a space
of thirty or forty miles, hardly one remained fifteen years
later.
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In the following instance the cause of the disappearance
of the game was clear enough. In 1854, having been trans-
ferred to Midnapoor from & distant district, and being ignorant
of its capabilities in the way of sport, except in respect of
bears, for which it was then famous, I had to find out for
myself where to look for game in general, and for my fa-
vourite amusement of hog-hunting in particular. Accordingly,
having heard of the existence of buffalo and wild hog in
the grass lands reserved for the manufacture of salt, I found
myself, one February afternoon, upon the high embankment
which then divided the salt and rice lands at Sourabaria,
some six miles south-west of Tumlook. Seated upon my
Arab horse, I gazed with astonishment and delight over a
grass plain of great extent, about the centre of which were
two small “jheels,” or marshes, around which grazed some
sixty or eighty buffalo, in two distinct herds; and better
still, I saw the dark round backs of great numbers of pigs
rooting and wallowing in the dank grass and rushes. Turn-
ing to some villagers, or salt manufacturers, I inquired
whether the animals I saw were tame or wild. “Wild, of
course,” answered they; “no tame animals are allowed to
trespass on the Government salt fuel lands.” Jumping off
my little horse, I saw that his girths and bitting were all
right, remounted, and taking a light double-barrelled gun
from one of my attendants, I rode down into the plain.
There were spears out with me, and the horse I rode was a
well-known pig-sticker, but I feared that the buffaloes would
desert this ground if disturbed by my first hunting hog;
whereas, the latter would remain, whether I rode the buffalo
or not. I resolved promptly, therefore, upon giving the
latter my first attention, and reserving the others for the
IMOrTow.

As I approached the nearest “ jheel,” an embanked water-
course, fringed with bushes, had to be crossed, and from it
a sounder of pigs rose and trotted off towards the centre of
the plain. After passing the water-course I found myself
first on a tolerably level and sound plain, covered with a
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coarse description of grass, and afterwards on wet ground,
uneven and overgrown with rushes, and much cut up by
the rootings of the wild hogs, but still sound at bottom.
By this time the pigs, rising as I advanced, numbered half
a hundred before me, all heading towards the nearest piece
of water, on the farthest side of which a herd of buffalo
were grazing in security.

The country being quite new to me and the direction of
the strong coverts unknown, I proceeded cautiously, recon-
noitring my ground before resolving how to approach the
herd, still undisturbed by my manceuvres. Skirting the first
“ jheel,” T advanced to the space between the two, putting up
many more hog and getting into deeper ground, over which I
did not care to ride in an attack upon the buffaloes, which
might take it into their heads to turn the tables upon me
and become the hunters. However, fortune favouring, I got
through the heavy ground before arriving within two hundred
yards of the herd, which now saw and faced me menacingly,
shaking their heads and advancing a few steps after the
manner of their kind, till first one and then another hesi-
tated and retreated slowly, looking over their backs, heads
held high, and tails tucked in tightly. This was enough for
me to know that the herd did not mean to charge on that
occasion ; raising a shout therefore I rode upon it, put it in
full flight, and in five minutes was among the careering
animals, riding, shooting, and re-loading, until the first joined
by the second herd, both, after a wild gallop over four or five
miles, dashed into the deep bed of the “ Kapye” river, and
swam over to the opposite side, leaving me to retrace my
steps and despatch two or three wounded animals, which,
unable to keep up with the others had fallen behind. I had
also to look up the others slain outright in the run westwards
to the river.

This evening I must have had at least five hundred hog,
great and small, on the move before and around me, and the
ground was nowhere such as to prevent hard riding. The
next morning, taking out two horses and a pony, I speared six
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fine boars, and obtained a good general knowledge of the line
usually taken by the animals when roused. I also picked up
another buffalo, a bull, left wounded by the herd among the
bushes and trees on the river bank, and this beast showing a
disposition to be “nasty,” and disinclined to leave the covert,
had to be accounted for on foot, and was shot as he charged
up to within a spear’s length; the herd meanwhile had left
this ground altogether for the time. For four years I shot and
hunted over this and the adjoining country, on both banks of
the “Kapye” and the *Huldee” rivers, enjoying splendid
sport, especially hog-hunting, mostly alone, but occasionally
joined by friends from Caleutta and Barrackpoor, who gave
me the pleasure of their company for a few days, and doubled
the enjoyment of my favourite sport by their presence. The
buffaloes had deserted that country before I left, and gone
southwards into Hidgelee, but up to 1860 the wild hog were
almost as numerous as ever, the sows and squeakers never
being molested, and native hunters being few and far; but
ten years afterwards, when the Government salt manufacture
had been closed, the grass and fuel land rented out, and the
“jheels” drained, and the land sown with rice, hardly a pig
remained where they used to’be found in hundreds. The
disappearance of the game in this case arose, of course, from
the grass and marsh lands having been reclaimed, and not
from its destruction by *“Shikarees” or others. So, too, in
the Noakholly district, the grass “churs ” of which swarmed
with buffalo, hog-deer and wild hog, thirty years ago, only
a few of the last will now be met with in the rice fields, which
have succeeded the grass and tamarisk-covered plains of that
distriet.

One of the commonest arguments advanced in favour of
the abolition of the Arms Act, is that, restricting the possession
of firearms to a few, it prevents cultivators from protecting
their crops and herds from the ravages of wild beasts; but
the fact is, that in the course of late years, fircarms have
been trebled in the interior of Bengal, and every man of
honest repute has it in his power to possess a gun, the fee
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charged for a license costing only tenpence per annum,
which no one would grudge to pay who could afford to buy a
gun or a matchlock for thirty or forty shillings. As a
general rule the cultivator, on whose behalf the Arms Act is
condemned, very rarely has recourse to firearms for the pro-
tection of his crops, they being used mostly by the well-to-
do householder, or the village loafer, against birds of all kinds
in and out of season, and by professional “Shikarees” for
shooting deer and pigs. The result is the gradual disappear-
ance of birds, hares, deer and wild hog, while tigers remain
much the same in most places where the jungles have not
been cut down, and panthers have undoubtedly increased
everywhere, the village sportsmen and gunners not caring
to try conclusions with such customers, much preferring to
leave them to be dealt with by the professional hunters or
European sportsmen.

The ordinary food of tigers and panthers—deer and wild
swine—being diminished, these animals are compelled, as a
matter of course, to prey upon the village herds and flocks,
and thus the gain by the harvesting of more grain is counter-
balanced by the loss of more sheep, goats and cattle. It is
further remarked, that under these conditions the man-eater,
whether tiger or panther, more frequently than formerly
carries off people while going to or from the weekly market,
in the evening gloaming ; the herdsman from the shelter of a
shady bush on a hot afternoon ; or the woman while bathing
or fetching water at mid-day within hail of her home and
neighbours. So long, therefore, as the coverts remain, and the
grass plains are uncultivated, the destruction of deer, hog
and other game will rather tend to increase the losses among
the peasants’ flocks and herds, through the depredations of
tigers and panthers; and to the axe and the plough, and not
to the gun in the hands of villagers, will be due ultimately
the protection of the country from the ravages of these
terrible pests.

In Bengal the favourite haunts of wild animals are wide
plains of tall grasses and reeds, more or less swampy, according
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to the seasons, and traversed by rivers or rivulets never quite
dry. The banks of such water-courses, when darkly shaded
by rank bushes and grass, present the most tempting lairs by
their coolness, and near vicinity to water in plenty; more
especially if cultivation, and a few scattered hamlets with
their herds be not very distant, the tiger, the panther, the
buffalo, the marsh and hog-deer, and the wild hog will be very
abundant in these localities ; and it is in such coverts rather
than in extensive tree and reed jungles that large game should
be sought. I have walked for weeks through the trackless
wilderness of hills and woods which lie between the southern
frontiers of Sylhet and Cachar and the borders of Chittagong,
where wild animals are rarely molested by man, and have
been astonished at the paucity of game, and at the oppressive
and deathlike silence of the gloomy forests. In these vast
wildernesses, the elephant and the “gayal” are numerous,
and the true monarchs; the sambur and barking-deer are
common ; the python, the wild hog, and the Malayan bear less
s0; whereas the tiger and the panther are rarely met with in
the deepest solitudes. One may traverse miles of such forests
without seeing a living bird or beast, the stillness and deep
gloom at mid-day-hardly broken by the twitter of a bird,
or the chirp of an insect; there the enemy most to be
dreaded and to be guarded against, is neither the crouching
tiger nor the monster python, but savage man; as cruel and
as treacherous as the one, and as difficult to detect among the
trailing creepers and the undergrowth as the other.

Among the hills and woods of Santhalia, game of every
description is extremely scarce; in Chota Nagpoor it is cer-
tainly more abundant in some parts, such as Manbhoom,
Singhboom, and the south-western portions of Lohaduggah ;
but in none of them, though well wooded, plentifully diver-
sified by hills, rocks, and running streams, and seemingly
suitable in every way, is game, whether feathered or furred,
as abundant as in the savannahs of the Terai, the swampy
plains of Purneah, Maldah, and Dinagepoor, or the grass-
covered “churs” of Rungpoor and Mymensingh.

D
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In the ¢ Soonderbuns” between the'mouths of the Hooghly
and Megna rivers, tigers, deer, wild hog, rhinoceros, and
buffalo - are abundant, and probably are increasing, since com-
paratively few are ever shot, and the decrease in the forest
area is so slow as to be unlikely to affect the numbers of its
wild denizens. Spotted deer may there be seen in herds;
but their pursuit by stalking is rendered extremely difficult
by the nature of the thickets, and is more than ordinarily
dangerous by the tigers, which also abound, having the re-
putation of being the most fearless and the most confirmed
man-hunters and man-eaters of any in India. Nor is it
possible to follow sport in the “ Soonderbuns ” on the backs of
elephants, which can neither penetrate the tree jungle, nor
cross the endless streams which intersect it at every turn, and
are as deep with salt water at flood time as they are with
bottomless mud at ebb.

The localities, then, where good sport with big game may
be enjoyed are by no means numerous, and are yearly shrink-
ing, but happily some still remain in Bengal, and those may
now be indicated, together with the best times for paying
them visits with a view to sport.

Hog-hunting may be said to commence in December, as
soon as the rice crops have been harvested, but it comes in a
little earlier on the “ churs” or islets, and along the banks
of the great rivers. This sport is still good in the distriets of
Pubna, Moorshedabad, Purneah, and Rungpoor, and may be
enjoyed in Nudiga, Jepore, Furreedpoor, Mymensingh, Tip-
perah, Noakholly, Maldah, the twenty-four Pergunnahs, Midna-
poor, and Champarun, districts once famous for the excellence
of their hog-hunting, but no longer such as they once were,
owing to the gradual conversion of grass-covered plains into
rice fields. When the monsoon rains flood the country, the
hog hunter in Bengal may hang up his spears for six months,
for in some parts of Purneah alone can it be attempted in the
rainy season. Coursing begins and ends about the same
dates as hog-hunting ; it is still good in a few districts, Nudiga,
Pubna, Mymensingh, Rungpoor, Purneah, and Maldah, in



BEST MONTHS AND LOCALITIES FOR GAME. 35

Bengal; Champarun, Durbhunga and Sarun, in Behar; and
' in some parts of Pooree and Cuttack; but hares become
searcer year by year, and coursing is now often restricted
to foxes and jackals, thanks to the absence of any close
season for game.

Tiger-shooting : The regular season may be said to com-
mence early in March, and to end with the setting in of the
rains in June, the best districts being Maldah, Purneah, Bogra,
Dinagepoor, Mymensingh, and Julpigoree. A few tigers are
still to be found in Kayshye, Dana, Backergunge, Balasore,
Bhagulpoor, Monghyr, in the Kymon hills, in Shahabad, in the
jungles of the southern portion of Gya, about the foot of
Pareesnath, in Hazaribagh, and lastly, in great numbers in
the Soonderbuns ; but tiger-shooting as a sport can be fol-
lowed systematically with a line of elephants only in the
half-dozen districts first named; in the others much will
depend upon chance, and good sport cannot be relied upon
with any certainty.

Bear-shooting commences and ends with the will of the
sportsman ; bears frequenting high lands and rugged hills may
be sought and shot all the year round, but the best season is
between February and July, and the best districts are Mid-
napoor, Bankoora, Manbhoom, Hazaribagh, Singbhoom, and
Darjeeling ; there are a few bears still in Gya, Shahabad,
Lohaduggah, and Santhalia ; in Julpigoree too they are to be
met with frequently. I think they have disappeared altogether
from Dana, where they were common many years ago; and
if any remain still in Mymensingh, they will be found only
in the Muddoopoor forest and its immediate vicinity. Bears
are fast disappearing, and can be met with in any numbers
only in the first five districts above named.

Bison-shooting : The “gaur,” may be found in April and
May in the southern parts of Lohaduggah, in Singbhoom, and
in the tributary mehals of Cuttack, but never in considerable
numbers ; they penetrate eastward as far as Manbhoom, and
have been shot within the memory of the present generation
in the western parts of Midnapoor and Bankoorah.

D 2
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The “ gayal ” or “mittin” is to be met with in the foot
hills of the Himalayas, and the forests of Chittagong and
the hill tracts.

Elephant-shooting is now very properly forbidden alto-
gether in the Lower Provinces, in which considerable numbers
are caught annually. These animals are still very numerous
in Chittagong, the hill tracts, Hill Tipperah, in the forests
south of Cachar and Sylhet, in the Garo hills, in the Cuttack
tributary mehals, and in Singbhoom ; a few wander east-
ward as far as Manbhoom, and I have seen their tracks in
Hazaribagh, Midnapoor, and even in Bankoorah. About ten
or fifteen years ago there was a herd in the Santhal Per-
gunnahs, but I have not heard of more than one or two there
of late years.

Rhinoceros-shooting can now be got only in Julpigoree
between December and July, March, April, and May being
the best months ; they are still to be seen in some numbers
in their favourite localities, and are very numerous in the
Soonderbuns also, where their pursuit hardly repays one for
the toil and disappointments incurred. They have disappeared
from Purneah and the neighbourhood of Rajmahal and Sikri-
gully, where they were plentiful fifty years ago. The Malayan
two-horned variety exists in small numbers in the forests of
the Chittagong hill traets, and is said to wander as far north
as the southern limits of Cachar and Sylhet.

Buffalo-shooting may be had almost all the year round,
but at its best in the cold and hot seasons. Buffaloes exist in
considerable numbers still in the Soonderbuns, in Backer-
gunge, in the woods and plains of the Cuttack and Balasore
sea-coast, and in lesser numbers in Purneah, Julpigoree,
Maldah, and Dinagepoor. They were very plentiful in
Noakholly, Furreedpoor, Dana, Jepore, Mymensingh, and
Hidgelee (Midnapoor) thirty years ago, when very good sport
was to be had both in riding them down on horseback and
stalking them on foot; but they have almost totally dis-
appeared from these districts, nor are those now found any-
where in Bengal or Orissa to be compared for size and ferocity
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with those of former times, when they were the masters of
the plains.

Deer-shooting is still to behad in many districts, the best
season for it being between September and March—in other
words, between the time the stags’ antlers are in prime con-
dition and that when they commence to be shed. There are
sambur on and around Pareesnath, in Hazaribagh, Singbhoom,
and Lohaduggah, a few also in the Khymon hills, in Shah-
abad, and in the woods and hills of southern Gya. They are
abundant in the forests of Chittagong and the hill tracts, but
are comparatively small, and carry antlers in no way to be
compared with those of the sambur of Central India and the
Neilgherries. The marsh-deer, or “ vara-singha” of Bengal,
still survive in very small herds in Maldah, Dinagepoor, and
on the outskirts of the Soonderbuns, and in somewhat larger
ones in Julpigoree, where they were very numerous thirty
years ago, as they still are in many parts of Assam, where I
have seen this handsome deer in herds of fifty and sixty, in
savannahs dotted with swamps and pools of water. The
spotted deer, once very common almost all over the country
west of the Megna, have become rare, and are fast being
exterminated. In the Soonderbuns alone they are still as
abundant as ever, and there are still a few in Hidgelee, along
the coast of Balasore and Cuttack, and in the woods of
Pooree. I have seen a small herd in Maldah, and there is a
fair sprinkling of them in Gya. Hog-deer will be found in
great quantities in Purneah ; they used literally to swarm on
the “ churs” of the Megna, the Brahmapootra, and the Ganges.
So numerous were they on them at one time, that I have
known two guns to bag a hundred in three days. There are
still a few left in Dinagepoor, Rungpoor, and Mymensingh,
and perhaps rather more in Maldah. The barking-deer will
be found in almost all the dry coverts on high lands, and on
hill sides, but never in great numbers anywhere so far as my
experience extends. They are also to be met with in the
Soonderbuns, though I have not seen them there myself. The
tiny mouse-deer may be occasionally, but rarely, met with in
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the wooded hills of the southern parts of Chota Nagpoor. I
have seen them on the Khasia hills near Cherra Poonjee, but
never on or near Pareesnath, although the hills about that
neighbourhood are very well suited to them, and do not differ
much from those of Singbhoom, on which this deer is still to
be met with now and then.

Antelope-shooting is now restricted to narrow limits. Not
very long since black-buck stalking might have been had in
perfection in Pooree, Cuttack, Balasore, Midnapoor, Purneah,
Gya, Shahabad, and Julpigoree, and even in Moorshedabad
and Nudiga on a small scale; but now in Pooree, Shahabad,
and Gya only may the stalker hope for such success as will
repay him for his time and labour.

The gazelle, or “chickara,” will be found in small numbers
in Chota Nagpoor, in the southern jungles of Gya and
Shahabad, and in the western parts of Midnapoor and
Bankoora. The four-horned antelope I have seen nowhere
in Bengal, and only rarely in the south of Chota Nagpoor;
while the neelgau will occasionally turn up in the Khymon
hills, in the jungles of Gya and Chota Nagpoor, and very
rarely in Hazaribagh. The season for the pursuit of all these
antelopes is that between the close of the rains and June.

Unless something be done, and that ere long, to check the
extermination now going on of all these beautiful and useful
creatures, deer of all kinds will soon disappear completely
from all but the most inaccessible hills and forests; and it
seems improbable that a single black buck will, twenty years
henee, survive the indiseriminate slaughter, in season and out
of season, now permitted among the few herds which still
remain in the Lower Provinces.

There are not now many districts in which sportsmen
can say to themselves, To-day or to-morrow we will have a
day’s partridge-shooting, or take a turn at the jungle-fowl,
pheasant, floriken, or even water-fowl; it is only in a few
that good quail-shooting can be relied upon, so that snipe
afford the only bag that can be calculated upon with any
certainty in Bengal. The migratory habits, together with
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their swift and irvegular flight, protect snipe from certain exter-
mination in common with all other game birds, beautiful in
themselves and valuable and wholesome food for man. Suffice
it to state briefly, that good quail-shooting may be had between
November and June in some parts of northern and western
Behar, and more or less in Bengal and Orissa a little later in
the season, according to the crops grown and other conditions
of the different localities. There used to be excellent jungle-
fowl and pheasant-shooting in Chittagong, and some is still
to be had immediately after the rice crops have been harvested,
in December and January.

I think there are two varieties of the jungle-fowl, the
black and the red; but I cannot state with any satisfaction
to myself where these occur, and where they do not. Jerdon
describes two only, the red and the grey. Possibly his grey
jungle-fowl is the same as that I have designated black, as more
correctly indicating the general colouring of the cock bird,
while the hen is undoubtedly a brownish grey, more brown I
think than grey. Unless I greatly err, both varieties are to
be found in Chota Nagpoor, and along the Grand Trunk
Road, west of Govindpoor ; “muthoara” and the polyplectron
in the eastern and north-eastern jungles, and the “kaly”
pheasant is found in the northern Himalayan woods. The
game bag in these localities may be varied by the addition
of a few snipe, and even an occasional woodcock.

There is still some fair jungle-fowl-shooting to be got on
the Grand Trunk Road between Topechansi and Doomri in
the months of December and January; and the sportsman
may at the same time kill a few partridges, two or three
spur-fowl, as many pea-fowl, a hare, and, possibly, a barking-
deer ; but I do not consider the sport good enough to attract
one from any great distance. In Hazaribagh, too, the same
kind of shooting can be obtained, and a mixed bag made
up by the end of the day.

The rock-pigeon may also fall to the gun between Nimia-
ghat and the river Sone, but in no numbers, and only the
smaller variety, more of them frequenting the high, bare
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ground near the Trunk Road, where it strikes that river, than
any other spot along this line up to the Sone.

The floriken will very seldom be flushed at the present
day south of the Ganges, no matter how suitable the ground
may be, and the bastard floriken, or “likh,” as seldom ; in fact,
neither should be calculated upon in the bag expected by the
sportsman, whether he beats on foot, or with a line of
elephants, in Bengal elsewhere than in Purneah, Maldah, the
valley of the “ Purnobhaba” in Dinagepoor, and the “ churs”
of Rungpoor and Mymensingh. A floriken may occasionally
be flushed in the Champarun, Durbhunga, and Bhangulpoor
distriets, on the plains along the Terai, and now and again in
Dana and Bograh; but, except as a rare visitor, it will not
be met with south of those districts, although they were by
no means uncommon formerly on the “churs” of the Bha-
girutty (Hooghly) river, as low down as Chogdaha. I have
never seen one on the “churs” of the Megna below Narain-
gunge, nor ever heard of one being shot below that place,
though why a stray bird or two should not occasionally visit
the grass plains and mustard-fields of those islets, which
resemble in every way their favourite feeding-grounds, only
a little further north, it is hard to guess. Probably as they
are being thinned they restrict themselves to their choicest
grounds in the Terai, in Assam, and in some parts of the
districts above named.

There are three varieties of partridges in the lower
provinces—the black, the grey, and the marsh, or “kyah ;”
the two former will be found among grass and bushes near
cultivation, and the last in tree and reed coverts, on river
banks, or round swamps, and frequently in considerable
numbers, as in Sylhet, where I have put up as many as fifty
in the course of an hour or two while shooting snipe in rice
fields, enclosed by reed jungle. The last variety, likewise, is
tolerably plentiful in certain parts of Maldah, Dinagepoor,
and Purneah. The black and the grey, it is said, will not be
found together in the same coverts or on the same ground, and
this may be so as the general rule, but I have shot them both
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during a morning stroll, and, on one occasion, when out snipe-
shooting with a friend, we obtained a specimen of each of the
three varieties, and all being in good condition were served up
at dinner, the superiority being awarded to the marsh part-
ridge. Although blacks and greys are distributed over nearly
the whole of Bengal, Behar, Chota Nagpoor and Orissa, with
the exception of the districts of Jepore, Khoolna, Backergunge,
Noakholly, Tipperah, and one or two others, they are no-
where sufficiently numerous to make up a bag of even twenty
brace to the gun during any morning or afternoon; in fact,
half that number rarely falls now to a single gun in the day.
Where black or grey partridges are to be found, hares and
two or three varieties of quail may also be expected. The
best mixed bag I have ever known, including a brace or leash
of hares, partridges, a few quail and plover, and ten or a
dozen snipe, was sixty brace, all told, falling to three guns,
and all three pretty straight ones too. It is therefore impos-
sible to name particular localities where good bags of part-
ridge may be depended upon as certain compensation for five
or six hours’ trudging through grass and bushes.

Unlike partridge-shooting, snipe-shooting is not only more
general but more satisfactory in itsresults to anyone able and
willing to walk through mud and weeds under a burning sun
in the hottest time of the day. Large bags are common
around Calcutta, and in the Nudiga, Jepore, Hooghly, Pubna
and Moorshedabad districts during September and Oectober.
This bird does not affect the high laterite tracts, and is com-
paratively scarce in Burbhoom, Bankoorah, and others, in
which a bag of ten couple is considered a fair one,and, indeed,
above the average. In January and February, however, ex-
cellent sport may be obtained in Manbhoom on the fields
below the embankments. On ground kept moist by the per-
colation of water from the reservoir (“bund,” as it is called
locally), after the removal of the rice crop, snipe will be found
in abundance, of the common and pintail varieties only, it
being too open for the Jack and painted; and the walking
over the terraced fields is less fatiguing than knee deep



42 SPORT IN BENGAL.

through wet grass and weeds round a marsh. As duck and
teal also abound on those “ bunds ” in Manbhoom, a mixed bag
can be always secured by first shooting the water before
taking the snipe grounds below the embankments. In the
best parts of Manbhoom for this description of sport I have
bagged thirty to fifty brace of birds—teal, pochards, gadwals,
and snipe, with perhaps a few grey partridges and a hare or
two, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. in January or February, walk-
ing or riding from “bund” to “bund” and shooting leisurely
at each, according to the humour of the moment.

For snipe-shooting alone I know of no better place than
Calcutta itself for a man really fond of this sport, and willing
to range twenty to forty miles up the railway lines on either
side of the Hooghly river; September and October being, I
think, the two best months.

Wild fowl-shooting may be obtained in the months of
December, January and February at its best, and in March in
its decline, just prior to the migration of the birds to the
North. The choicest districts are Furreedpoor, Jepore, Pubna
Moorshedabad, Rajshye, Maldah, Purneah, and Pooree; and
early in the season the sea-coast of Balasore, from the mouth
of the Damra river northwards; but nowhere can this sport
be enjoyed in such perfection—vast numbers combined with

endless varieties and species—as in the great salt-water lake
of Pooree, called the “Chilka.”




CHAPTER 1V.

Wild Hog and Hog-hunting—Character and Nature of the Bengal Boar—
Hog-hunting and Fox-hunting compared—Reminiscences of the Old
Tent Club—Accidents excessive on account of Jealous Riding—
Sumptuous Entertainments— A successful Meet near Tumlook—
Eighty Boars in Six Days—A contented Spirit—Christmas Meets—
Large Parties objectionable in many respects—Some old Horses—
Riding down a Hog-deer—Description of Old and Modern Spears—
Modes of using Spears—Comparison of Boars of different Localities
—Size and Colour of Wild Hogs—Their Craftiness—A very gallant
Pig—European and Indian Pig compared.

WHAT the knight of old was among ordinary men, the wild
boar is among the beasts of the field. The buffalo may be
as courageous, but he is not as gallant and chivalrous
as the boar, which of all animals is the most consistently
brave under all circumstances. As fierce under provocation
as the tiger and the panther, he is neither as cruel nor as
bloodthirsty ; with him as a rule, a cut.and thrust follow a
supposed insult or injury, and then he passes on without
any desire to pursue the quarrel to the bitter end ; ever ready
to draw the sword on challenge or provocation given, the
combat over, he does not make it the cause of a lasting ven-
detta; nor as the victor does he hack and mangle his
vanquished enemy. This description may be thought some-
what poetical, but the writer, from a long experience of the
gallant beast, both as the conqueror and the conquered in
many a hard fought single combat, believes it to be true in
the main.

The wild hog is the conmonest of all wild animals of the
first elass in Bengal, and even at this day is plentiful in many
places, and affords the best sport in the world, where the



44 SPORT IN BENGAL.

country is good for riding. Some who have tasted the plea-
sures of both, may give the preference to fox-hunting, but
probably the majority will award the first place to hog-hunting
on the grass-covered plains and river “churs” of Bengal,
if they have enjoyed that glorious sport under its “ best
conditions.”

Wanting in the gay show and the brilliant adjuncts of a
grand meet in a first class fox-hunting county, “ pig-sticking ”
must have its claim to superiority as a manly sport, in the
fact of its being a well matched contest between an armed
and mounted man, and a brave, fleet, powerful and savage
beast.  Unlike the mise en scéne of a hunting-field in
England, Indian hog-hunting offers little to dazzle the eye or
excite the imagination. In place of scores of scarlet-coated
men on splendid steeds, surrounded by numbers of handsome
equipages, and all the accompaniments of wealth and luxury,
the hog-hunting meet is a poor exhibition indeed. Three or
four bunters armed with spears, and dressed in sombre, and
not rarely, unbecoming style, appear at the jungle side, upon
Arab, Australian, or country-bred horses, which would hardly
pass muster on the English hunting-field ; the accoutrements
are plain, and often not as clean and smart as they should be,
but nevertheless, are business-like and effective; hounds and
their attendants are altogether absent, but instead there may
be a dozen elephants or a few score of almost nude beaters
to drive the coverts, and the fout ensemble is by no means
imposing on ordinary occasions; but when a fine boar with
flashing tusks, and a bristling crest breaks cover to strive
for victory with a solitary hunter over a rough and grass-
covered plain, the contest which follows is worthy of
manhood.

Hog-hunting with the Calcutta Tent Club five-and-twenty
years ago was a princely sport. The Club consisted of twelve
members, residents of that city of—well, palaces; men who
used to take out with them from three to five or six horses,
the best hunters to be got for money. The camp equipage,
the cuisine, and the wines were always of the best, and the
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line of elephants made a goodly show. Very rarely did the
entire Club turn out, but as guests were permitted to be in-
vited in moderate numbers, the field was almost always
numerous, and the prevailing good fellowship simply
charming.

It was the custom of the Club for the President, when the
cloth was drawn in the old fashion, to record the sport of the
day, taking count of the first spears from the members and
their friends from left to right, while cheroots and hookahs
were lighted. This practice gave the first spear a prominence
and honour in the Club, hardly conceded to it in the Mofussil ;
and as a natural consequence it was jealously contested and
caused more accidents than was usual elsewhere in those times.
I have known as many as ten or a dozen valuable horses
permanently or temporarily disabled during a meet lasting
three days, when for as many boars accounted for at a
" Mofussil meet, perhaps three or four only might be more or
less injured. To take a forward place therefore in the Tent
Club, it was essential that a man should be a good and bold
rider, a knowing hand, and well mounted.

As a rule, fixst spears fell either to light weights, who rode
well and with judgment, or to heavier weights on first-class
horses piloted with knowledge and experience. At a great
and most successful meet, when forty-four stout old boars
were speared in three days, the highest record of first spears
fell to one who was but an indifferent horseman, that is, he
was a loose and an ungainly one, but he was mounted on
fairly good and thoroughly staunch horses, guided with great
experience of the sport. A light weight, mounted on a
staunch and active horse under fifteen hands, will, I think,
take more first spears than a heavy weight on larger and
more expensive horses, other conditions being equal.

The ordinary practice of the Club was to mount after
breakfast, about ten o'clock, and to lunch about two by the
covert side, and after an hour’s rest and refreshment to re-
sume sport till sunset. These tiffins al firesco were spread
in good style with every delicacy in the way of food and
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drink obtainable in Calcutta, and were unsurpassed, except
by the dinners which followed at eight in the evening, served
with much form and ceremony by a staff of excellent servants
in the fine large mess-tent. Ordinarily the majority of the
members retired to their own private tents between ten and
eleven, leaving three or four late sitters to discuss grilled
bones and an extra glass till midnight, by which hour the
camp was perfectly still, except for the neighing or the
stamping of a horse, or the howling of packs of jackals,
attracted by the scent of good provender.

I am unable to state when this Clubwas first started, but
it must have been, at least, so far back as 1830, and probably
a Club of this kind has existed since the third quarter of
the last century in some form or other ; it flourished till 1863,
or thereabouts, and then was broken up, to be succeeded by
another on a somewhat different footing.

During the period that I was a member of the old Club,
an honorary one as a resident of the Mofussil—and if I
recollect rightly, the only one not an ordinary and resident
member—it consisted of six merchants, two barristers, three
covenanted and uncovenanted ecivil servants, and a mnaval
officer. The President, when I joined the Club, was the late
James Patton, a Judge of the Chief Civil and Criminal
Court of Bengal, a dashing and accomplished horseman, and
a most agreeable companion, who was succeeded by one as
worthy, the late William Fergusson, a Calcutta merchant, a
very popular and respected President, and the last.

The most successful party I ever attended was when a
detachment of four members of the Club came down to my
country near Tumlook, to be shown the sport it could boast,
and being received by my then assistant, Mr. S., and myself,
we six slew thirty-six boars the first three days, and after-
wards, reinforced by half-a-dozen more members who had
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