A KILLER OF MEN

by FRANK C. HIBBEN

Villagers who shared a watering pond with tigers
were in terror of this bear. Would I come shoot it?

Iv it the pescock that gave the warming. The bright o main atraction. The week before, Rao and 1 had illed

AIthuAGR the Scings Was. Jease And Fao ead T
otioniess as the stones around s
ing cry, and at the sound the

e animai's black lips wrinkled
narl, The panting stopped for
saliva, opened

clicked In

We Bt come t this pat o Indi 1o hunt §
s

iy  there

“Alle upon 1t by Syertamaee who wanted £ shoot. &
that the joeps and persomnel of the frm had turned to bi
Kame hunting entirely. Rao Neidu had already Killed more
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Villagers celebrate death of the rencgade sloth bear, The o

than 8

s and ln consdered ane of the (op tger men
to New Delhi

 take the long train ride from
o get into the tiger jungles of
pur e picked up . Jeep and trail
 sapment a5 e i
picked um i
acker

we had come all
particular tiger
Rao was somewhat annoyed when on the fourth evening
‘t Arjuni a lttle man broke into our conversa:
government rest house which was our camp,

e A el gt

the village of Gindoli

e of men
other man-eating tiger?’
iger at al o

ks o o s i

1 asked,

C knew that

rodents, which conatitute th
sloth bear is &

%

e major part of its food. The
handsome beast with long black hair on his

ourboor ure

thor, wh it hero of the rites

body and a white
berea partiulaiy
sloth bear T once v 200,
Our head bearer ed the man Trom Gindol ilage to the
me er his long walk.

V-shape marking on his chest. T remem.
seeing e lghtcalored chevron on &

Fao spok
English with a Hinda intonation which made i sound ke
oo
Rao head as though in_consternation.
Appareniy the man /mm ‘Gindoll had told him more than
he had translated for e couldput ot our
tige a0 suggested.  He
Would you ke to seo Giadol? 1t 1n

P,

e tha s a Hindu sublertuge and aleo knew that

lage he terrorized



It ol b o et vt with hose
auffocating clouds of dust and the road jammed

with bullock carta full of teak logs

brown. This was the middie of the dry season.

 almost every bend of the rude road were

shooting enough birds for the pot on any drive
in tis area
rogion of Gindoli village was more bar

Here the sand-
e of s0il in
val of

his depression the village

iabored over the rough rocks of

noses smiled graciously upon us. Naked chil-
dren pressed forward to.touch the fenders of

.
Rao began o apiited conversaton with the

of the village. Our two trackers, Man-
chs and Sardaraingn, wore taking with severa
Joung men o the vilage, apparently the hunt-
ers of the group. Ono of these men carried
ncient e oadr that abriouly would ot re. B It
save the owner consderuble pretie, nvertheles. He wa
Featculating and arguing with i of o

while these long talks were in progre: houses
{eide of Gindol suggested extrerse poverty. et
to see how any people, 5o matter how industrious, could
wring  living from this barren place. Indeed, the main crop
of the village seemed to be children.

About @ quaier o & mie lage was a small
pond As we walked down to exarming the piace, & flock of

Lol umped up and circled wway. White egrets stalked in
round the water. T nticed s ger rack at the

e of the pond. Theanimal had come n o vater the ight
Detore. 1 could ot understand why these people, who
avery dty with igors and a dosen other husasds, snouhd b0
afraid of  bear

When we returned to the group around the Jeep, Rao led
o young man forward t et ut

“Thia s Dar of Gindll Rao s by way of fntroductin.

“Ho was hurt Inst year.”
arcely heasd what Rao said Wo ware starig at the
man's face, or what had been his face. check ana car

were gone &0 that th

he naked bone of his jaw through

Toan o away Bie ek, Figpe
‘had healod nakew, and with  horrible
star-shaped scar on the side of his chin.

Author wnd head o

Rao Naidu

o sad, This man was aiacked by the male bex. Ho

put betal Juice on the wound and did not die. We

maryel B the stami of & man ho'd urvived those i
wm are three sioth bears near the village,"

saying. “There is 1 femal

Rao was

Two duys 4go another woman was
! for us

T said with enthusiasm.

Rao smiled in his quiet manner. It was obvious th

had 1o idea how one went about shooting & sloth bear

young men of the
headman 'was waving e smal
the young men to start oft

refused. Some of the
The four young men
el determination
off towards the

R"" m: mw’.m ‘,;.‘N.mg orders to th

© afraid to help us hunt the bear,”
sl Rt somewhal nedieat.

of the vi A.N.m,.mm s harpoy.  na
s made of a wooden fran

od which
eianed s o )
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ithcorde Rao and L carid ou ifsand Brownie brought

3 andy spaces that T saw for
e st me the rack of o sloth bear. The track was -
pressive—about the size of & grizzly track, with-the marks
of the long, arching claws of oot wal et bayomt
the to

"“The bears have been eating the frult of the mohwa tree
in the valley beyond here." Rao explained. “They water at
Hght at the pond below the ilage. Ary humans that they
meet they attac

e men from the vilisge stayed In o Ught group und
al ted hels hoating the

thi
Cartainly these Ginaoll Vilagors weren't S0 to b araid
o drive bears in the same way.
ut. Rao shook his head & he saw the villagers leave,

Brownie and I were occupied with the sights and sounds of
e Jungie I the e atlrnoon. A night
pasy el |

entowl

these guys expect us to
shoot thelr sloth bears if they won't drive them for us?”
shrugged eloguently.

tor the miserable failure of our sloth-bear drive, T e

s horned game

Brownie, 4 ife, beside huge an

n thelong and rough drive (o the vilage of Gindoll wo

sveraltmes s eyes gleam Uhrough dry o tea
Thickets, On It Wia & band of shotieq deer roseing th
Toad. Farther on, in the battom of a smal valley where Uhe
b row thick, al widely spaced eyes

that gleamed white in the reflected light and then quickly
hdrew. “Seladang,” said Rao in a low voice
IThe e animals a once crashed wwny (hrough the
bamboo thickets and were Wo wanted to get one of
Uhete buc-eyed bson, but spparently Rao was after otner

At the whale night v circed e viage of Gindol
£, with the feep InIow gear and the searhiight sweeping

of the of the night

birda, and U fonal movement of animals in the 4ry
underg:

It was toward morning that we saw a palr of eyes that

e like two white stars through the stems of  clump of

‘and grasped

he said under

a spectacuiar kill. How plensed

e people of Gindal would be when we brought n (e body
ear shot neatly between the eyes by the

autiously from the jeep and advanced a fow

Ll by e sid af hin

ight came over my right shout

er. The two lights which were the bear' ey bis uk«l out

in e Garknaw and then o0 again. a0
irom

ookel through the scope sight for night oting 1

could varety ik ouk the tine of e peers neadand

Hury,
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e at Gindoli village.

m?" Rao asked toraly.
1 groaned. “He turned and ran ust as T

Bianchu mesnwhil had apinted ove o the bamboo lump
o had seen the bear's oyes. He returned in a mo-

Tent shaling his b demonstrated clearly b

his finger and one hand how I had neatly killed a Jarge stalk

of bamboo instead of the bear. Rao didn't have to translate,

two additional nights we circled slowly along the
ingle paths of Gindoll but saw no sloth bears. Our beam

parently respected in
siderable authority

AL Gindoll, Rao and the two foreat offcals musered out
il of the vilgers. Som appeared sulen asbefore bt they
T gathered that Rao was making i plath
Lo them that If they rfused o hlp s drive foF (e doth

these regions, seemed to wield con-

bear, we were going to withdraw and lot the hears,eat on
the populace for another yea
i Arjuni beaters spoke to the crowd with much chest
Din and gesticulating, Then, with Rao and the forest

umdah s eading e way, we moved ot toward ihe

same low
‘ had made the previous drive in the mohwa

78 ouroor urt

thickets. Rao took time to translate

| during these ma
jungle path which led

ailey SVideL 1

2E

o
humans, for the only source of water for the villugers was
this same pond.

Tt was dotermined Lo make the drive late in the atternoon,
wehen the sloth bear would be sure to be in the mohwa thickets
in the valley, and the drive would move him In the same di-

ely op
Teth: Bepantthat thn e troes e viaes e &, soBd
i

Guide Ity helpers with a laced.-frame
D e o e vy piatone




Tho plans were well made. 1¢ the drivers did their work,
un toward us and then between ua on the

aiting for game in India is & wonder in itself. An the

‘wane into cool evening, the birds and animals

moved overhead Lo water at

sambar stag belled far off in the

11 Iw\AKM ol heak 1t the diiance th Aret showts
beate

T glanced at Rao. He pointad his chin o one side. A dos
barking deer was stalking siently past

turned her fanlike ears backward and
heard the shoit of the men in

became quiet now. Men wer

With their axes. One of the villagers had It
kind used to colebrate weddings and festivala. This b
incessantly as the drive progresse

o and 1 tensed ame ould
Rear the bastars qite pIey: To the HE anc o8 the
flarikers had already moved up to keep the bear from escap-
ing to the sides
Suddenly T saw a movement Just ahead in the mohw

thicket body was running diagonally toward us. T
crouched low behind the sandstone rock and pushed the
Fifle forward. The moving form was alm of
the open place. With & crash of branches, & large peacock
broke cover and flew from the ground. 1 always marveled
that these great birds could fly at all with that long plum-
age waving, he ) rouga the
moliwa thicket, scooted quickly across the ace, and

‘We could hear the drivers plainly as they calle
agement to one another. A small tree 100

it n driver? Th o hat close yet Another st
ook, then v sl A hea noving through

< ‘o, thicket. T thought T Soula e 1 bored
breathing.

T tried to make out an outline. There were only the
tanglod sems of the leaves and brus, the white molnwa
fruit rotting on the ground, and the dry loaves. Then a head
appeared. 1 swung the gun quickly.

“Another peacock,” T said

af tloud The bright bk

s wore, The sloth bear had sluded us again.
Our elaborate drive was & dry run,

glanced at Rao to see if we could leave our blinds. Rao
Leaned his gun against the bent tree before him. The ped-
eamed piercingly. I looked where the bird was bolt-
ing trom the thicket.
There was the bear's head. His mouth was half ope
tha T couid e the yellow teet, the
tongue llnPNnx with moistur
white V o d the black of th
mnnc.uy X thruet my rite forward 4nd threw oF the

e bt e b e s Agparmtiy tn
stopped only for a second when the peacock had warned hi
‘That brief warning was enough. With yelling humans be-
hind him and two crouching humana in front, he would not

cross that open groun
The bear circled the edge of the mohwa thicket. His bo
made great arching bounds through the thick stuff. Branches
‘and vines ripped away like string before him. Sardarsingh,
ik that. he threw his ax

the bear ran in

Through th scope sight  could aco the shagiy hir of his
lank between tho fress: He flasbed behisd & rock. There he
wan again, T plled the crosshair of the stE3t ahead of the

Tracker named Manchu with o hen pea

1-meat for the pot

massive chest and pressed the
ot the bear made one more arching leap,
face and rolled over
was oxcited rolse around me. Rao had seized my hand
were thumping me on the back.
Turbaned heads were Jumping up and down and there was
much shoutin,

o trigger. AL the boom of the
bia

8.

Luckdos, ot 1 aver madec” T said with o sy crie

“That peacock ulmost ruined the But all th

othars rar alking Hindustan, 2nd my own abecreation
e lost,

e came up with the cameras, The man Daru with
the horribly torn face came forward to touch the bear which
had maimed him 50 badly.
animal in triumph b
women could not be induced to torc

! et svning an fu it the ight » cxabeation was

held to placate the spirit of the e drums

oot wdh harasciads i Watla hlgh s o el

dancers carrying two-ended drums around their neck:
P aned.

merely to observe them,

£ull of some kind of ol and with a burning wick on one edge,
With this they made passes around me. They put yellow
oured ol

were soaked through. Finally T was presented with
‘coconut as u symbol of the .w of & new SP passing rom
e bear's body Inte my o

e skinned th bear lat that ight, s found four
e it 2 b s th and of ous Anger imiedd

It
of Gindol had sometime lled men.
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