India’s Crazy Bear

By GRANCEL FITZ

ROM ONE viewpoint, my hunt
for the sloth

peculiar’ animals was kindled by
dventures which took lace at hat
time, They experienced by
Sir Sumuel Baker, 8 hnter and exploret whose high
tindesd of eprtmmatly st Wi ot from the
e hogs so typical of his
B was o caratu abeerver of wikdite
atize his encounters with animals. He certainly met
having lived mainly in Asia from

Some years have passed since 1 vead in Buker's
Dok, Wi Beants an Toelr Ways, his repor of two
instances when ¢ ant he rode in India

charging across an open space for
The sepha splied Bakier's shot
oltng, leaving the bear to wander aw
bear was wounded at 35 ynrda
omptly charged with such a ter

in heavy cover, it pre

Sir Samuel added that sloth
bears attacked natives more often than any other ani.

& for shot on the Hil of the Slot

He’s mixed up, this sloth bear. He mauls men, feeds on flowers,

grows eight-inch hair in a hot climate. Even his name is wrong

mal, and when 1 read b book it struck me that such
aggressive benats would be infresing to
Th then, that T4 ever get "the n,,,.m.
n tell where game trails
" After T4 hunted al the logal

Mm His reasonable scale of prices would be

"Ny shoot in central Tndia began fn the Singaram
where

for ted under remarkably enjoy-
able conditio w weeks later, in Ind
slept in s native hut with pigs runsing around

y bed. But in Hyderabad I shared a servant-staffed
Teut house with ha Nesubuath, whon 1 sco ok 2
know by his nickname of Kutub. It was the
most luxurious cnmyv ever saw anywhere, In addi-
tion to the personal servant, we had two head shi
Varia, o professional hu

T prince himaclt s only 20 years old, but he's a
dedicated, sportaman with a wide knoviedge of ul
kinds of Indian game. Generations of know-how were
behind the hunting plans Kutub and his aides mads
and we had plenty of action from the start,

Opporite side of same bl is smoothed by an old lava o




nd nd b
Horned and antlered epecion
we went out only in th nornings and late
afternoons.
The jungle animala usually vanish into their cool-
est retreats durin £ d
he

bears down 1o Jeep trail

manch, 1939 61




CRAZY BEAR
(continued from page 61)

atr-conditioning b and 1 spent a
1ot o tme oo e veraades SV ware
Tounging there while my second leopard
was being skinned.

What would you like to hunt next 7"

|
With this in mind, the prince and T ’
and our professional hunters, William

ind close

gt shooting eyt
conspicuous.

downwind

Hole, and T mention them only to n



how these bears are some
To me, th

nothing,” I was told
aniy lrym( 0 buy two chickens for the

Td seen the chickens put nto the
them a_thought.

maximum mileage. from

e ldnt do any bear hunting fn the

that sloth bears are simply hard to get

fowers soth bears aspeialy

bears do the

the sloth bear, which
probably came from his mixed-up ap-
pearance, s as crazy as everything else



‘about him, He lsn't exactly a true bear,

hnr u.-v. hit is likely to attack his

St bears don't hibernate, and the



anly rally dopendable thing sbout
them i thelr inconsistency. All bears
re unpredictable, and.this 1 as true

| Sk, o the open plains beyond the
forest.reserve.  good
Blackbuck huni While the new base was

Jow, on & main

| he:

| Tans i e bent o the cay. ey

o0 by -l ropes from

Sntotg the bulding, and are Kept e
Curiaus abont the unkanowallan wh

kept my fun g, ¢ leokad out wna

hundred. oot g, but some of the
| broken faces of th ka were ex.
| tremely steep.
‘Willie pointed to one fortresslike for-
mation seveal mie o the ot
“That has alw  good place
for leopards."he old mo. Al of these
il are Tl o caves and i hols un-|
fer roc i bears and loopards
{Sae o dene s evening e try
| o tuck om the one farther to the right




s only clght o nine miles trom the
bungalor

rove to the hut of & goatherd,

b only o few small
patches of brush.

Tgoking back, there was a point about

pani a bea
diately agreed that it was a big one.

ingpect tne sisep Hope, e
it it fotowed Wes
e ane i whikh everybody talkes
ce. 1 gathered that the bear had

Just gone behind a rock.

dozen fect below in the only clump of
brush in that whole area big enou
bide him.

minute there was no sign

e invsibie bear cut loose with a har-



owing outburst of sound. The volume
fety of the

ine.
of the unexpcted develop-

before starting to climb a little ridge
leading to the

had gone.

. the brief time they followed the
blood el which led about 50 yarda
‘direction the smaller bear had

versation, the shikaris came de




e thougtt our evening's hunting

Ut of sight, and siarted the same ¥in
of yelling.

he difference was that it didnt

ed me to finish

uld.
1 ardly ses the hilide, 1o
sone anyhing smller”

5 o nasr e
center of that. mg gt paten ot
ek haltway  the bour,” e

o it siov
arked. Ty mm & divappess nehina

“aid that 1 st couldnt see
1t s aed b o b mrise. B
denly Mo started to lugh.  ~Maybe
YUd better try your other glasses,”
he advised me

An instant later T was laughing too,
though T felt like the biggest jackass

prec ihe side et the sioth ‘veae
had

Alhr "that we ¢ calld it o day. There
body's

i
nt

Al an nour
continued on page 165)



(continued from page 119)

enough to discourage us from making
what seemed & pointless climb, and
when our men shouted d

help was needed to get the bears out, |

sport when

had produced beyond all my expecta-
tions THE &40




