Hunting in Vietnam

Double Take
on Elephant

By J. M. BARKER

As the bull went down, another charged
from nowhere, screaming like a banshee

ERCHED HIGH above camp in a fragrant cin-
tropical bird endlessly repeated the

Stcipos Forever.
a faded green tarpaulin, T w
foast and Vietuamese fea hrewed strong enough to
disguise the iodine taste of pills used to purify the
‘April, in the central high-

es d'clephant,” said

gui
t that moment I was mtmuhd in nither break

or the exotic bird. Tw Montagnard
iribesmen had brought news u..u il clephant had
moved through the aren during the night, trampling
aw shcliers. They

te pantomime,

hunched
alked i nd made

circles with thelr arms to lndicate the cireumterence

of the tracks

tribeamen weresaking me toshoot the slephast

Wl, T needed no engraved invitation

iling'to postpone e my hunt f

ut even more

steaks, T o track a

of wht, for me at least, is the world's most intereting

game. Under some conditions It  the most danger

game, and under usual conditions it offers

Tanding hunt. Whether in the serub foreat of Contral
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32 ourooor ure IUUSTRATED BY DOUGIAS ALLEN







Chi left) join

Double Take on Elephant

India, the sun-baked bush of Tanganyikn, o the Kenys
ighlanda--no matter what the climate, vagstation, or
terrain—there is a prolonged suspense to elephan
racking that halds vaiimiiea tacioation for a1y Who
have tried it.
o camers and a handful of 438 Mugnum
. Cl

tecns, jungle wxen, rifln, and rattan knapsacks londed
with ehough provisiona l()r a throe-day trok
of 'my renbed Land Rover

the highway and wound upward on a s
tirough country that reminded me of the. (,rml Rnﬁ
in Tanganylka where, with my wife,

Vot e 1050, Dt thek et satar T sllscted
a lion that pegged out at over 10 feet and, in addition
to the usual plains game, shot better-than-average

As a foreign service off
cer with the U. S, Information Service, I publish maga
zines and other materials that tie in with American
efforts and intreats hore, A graduat of 2
ity and a one time he
I call Evanston, 1l ome
G, gt Tv% bacs overaeeg nlmmﬂ ‘Tour years. 1
did a_two-year tour in the Philippines, had a shorter
assignment in Turkey, and then wound up in Vietaam
Fortunately, since 1 love to hunt (in one of my forays
n Mexico I sho o 200-pound Jaguar near Teplc), m)
ls for some travel into the boondocks of

job

(mmmm Asia.

Soon the road we were following became an oxcart

path threading through hills that were alternately cov-
)

Moi village
a spiked bamboo pallisade—small protec-
n against communist guerrilla attack.

‘The Moi, which means savage in Vietnamese, were

g ooy ity o

pal vith the village elders d quite a
it T aimont nishabited rea in ehich T would
s ftn ramersed by Vst Cong (commuiat) gose-
il bands, o 1t woud be necesn eep on the
Taove, Boplag 1or no Shanes eeeonmnet with o rovine
patrol.

We les

med, too that during the provious ight a big

tier had broken in led two young wor
buftaloes—a major loas 0. nm village. 1 et isirue
tiona to drag the remains of 6 into the jun-

le and build 2 shooting biind nearby. But our thoughts
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Villge lde pertos

yere, aith, elephanta,
beaut

A tiger in Vietnam, though a
rophy common pest and is casily shot

often by ashlight st night after Rours of
waiting.

"We drove as far from the village as the terrain per-
mitted, then marched on foot, climbing single file into
the high country. It was 10 a.m. a late start for ele-

t e were hopeful of finding spoar. We
walked through level country for a short spell, passing
through a savanna of high grass and then a forest of
towering trees, dim as the interior of a medieval
cathedral. We crossed the Da Dung river by dugout
and ascended into rocky country avergrow, with Young
bamboo, green and feathery, where visibility was lim-
ited to a few yards. The ailitude was over 5000 feet,
and by noon we were soaked with perspiration.

e discouragement that comes with fatigue evap-
ountain mist when w lucked nto lephant

s bare toes into

iR A Ealy ol A e emamea . o e

than an hour od. Chi and 1 urned over rifles, cunteens
and even jackkni cors and porters. With
Son mked Momimgoaris cing shoad e Tird doge
et off at a pace just short of a d

On soft ground the tracking was fairly easy, but on
the hard, dry slopes there was only occasionally a bent
branch of bai
the way. The

practized eye ofthe Mor
determine from the raw edge of a broken leaf the exact
ase ot the sgoor.

three hours of grueling leg work, of crossing
Wit 4 embasikients push

ing, crawling, and swenting our way through some of
the most punishing terrain I have ever hunte
arrived. In that mountaln fastness where the Asian
clephant, makes his last stand. docp . a forbidding
tangle of bamboo and
n.».mm- o the palitical convulsioas that have alaken
ietnam during the past two decades, there has been
oyt e g ot . {eontinud on page T5)
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(continued from page 35)

game, The wid Asian clephant, now

phant papuhﬂvn ls on the upsuing.
“The same s rue with gaurs, the tant.

knev we_ were
portes el back o Sotpie of mndred
Yards, and the trackers, one looking
Anead into the bash and the other

government strictures  and

r four seconds went
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churning, crashing vegetation, hoping
to tun the ch

had decamped in separate directions.
here was no obstacle, o tree of an

ad unknowingly been following
two bulls all the time. The second, th
dangerous one, wi

They
were not g by Afrcan standards, but

v, and finer grained.
und’(o¢ pouid, sach ey 1 Teors

i
the possibiity of a Viet Cong ambush
4 the Land Rover after dark,

fler three days, the ivory was eas-

my job and house i
Salgon with the resfrmed conviction

that the 458 Magnum In by far the
America

entuaiasts e ewn

(continued from page 11)

‘and more, both sportsmen and the

are beginning to act on that realization
by urging the enactment of laws aimed
direcly at eriminais who

that both, apoctemsen sod e gemeral
publc il suppor

rieg, Winchester vice-
st 18 an aig

& British burglar
crib, usually ‘e leaves 'ls blinkin' gun

ome" gun, which
usually

doesn't.
Sentiment for laws providing ad-
ditional punishment—porhaps_doubled
prison_sentences-—for  committing @
crime while armed with & gun or oher

pon s growing rapidly among those



