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Our Iranian hunt winds up in a rugged forest rooted up by foraging boars and on
the lonely island stronghold of some strange wild sheep By ERWIN A
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established. And there is an Tran Game and Fish De-
partment, the staff of which includes two American
biologists and researchers.

For a week Jack Antrim and I had hunted with David

Laylin i, the Mohammad Resa Stk R

astern El taios, Jack fe 8 farmer near
Worthington in mnm\l Ohio and a friend of mine. We
have hunted widely together in North America and

frica. Both of us are 50, and by exercising we try to
keep in year-round physical condition for big-game
hunting;

David is the young manager of Iran Safaris, the only
hunting outfitter licensed in that country. He came to
Iran originlly on o hliday and liked it 80 well that he
stayed and organized the company.

or ay T deacribd How Jack and T
bagged good urials on our first day of hunting and how
we later collected two magnificent Persian-ibex trophies.
During that time we had seen hundreds of other urials,
a few maral stags, roe deer, a herd of goitered gazelles,
a golden cat, and more wild boars than anyone had
bothered to count.

ut now that our urial and ibex hunting was out o
the way and we wanted to bag a boar, we had a harder
time finding the pigs. What happened one day is typical.
orning, less than a mile from camp, we spot-
ted a band of about 35 ibex deployed over the face of &
cliff. A number of billies were in the group, but they
paid yery litle attention to us-—as If they knew we
were hurting boars an not, gon

Tn a ‘woaded hollow not far away, we came acros
threa aurl St Marel are esty & oubapecies o the
European red deer, which
American elk. We were surprised to sce that one of
these stags was still carrying his antlers even though
thie was the end o February

fternoon we saw something even more remark.
Wi T ey ey i ynd
Way onto the same rocky ridge where we had seen sev
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Details of tusks and snout of huge boar

eral large boars a few days before. But this time, upon
reaching th crst we were reatd to a spctace seldom
seen by anyone anyw

n a rocky m.mappum pecty conesd with mew nd
Just opposite u-—only 0 leop-
Feom the way m.», e and, cavaetad ' 1os
mu\shmn hey were obviouwly o mating pair. We
od them through glasses for ive mintes or s
s possible to see the difference
between these apotted cats and the dozen of 80 yellow
iahleopards that have seen in These were
ad more luxuriant coats, as opposed o the

couts of their African cousins.

unces, or snow leopards, also inhabit this
B ooty Mt TRy, boe eblee 4ad orsier 4nd s
longer bushy tails. The snow (Felis uncia) is very rare,

‘abundant in most

in Atrica and

v preferred ust to watch the magnih

TNy o ot ath e s
scent, and both vanished like ghosts.

€ never did see any good boars that day.

milar, except that we locat

high meadow. This bru

North American grialy und very

¥'\We dscided to have & closee 1ok, but a serlous stalk
falled, The bear, evidently Just out of hibernation, wa
traveling, and we never could catch up with it

t long after the bear incident, we sat on a rocky

Bpariely wooded vally

id spotted a boar, but it mall
1 viaibie tosks, No irophy animal the
Then, much,closr and almost irectly below us, -

d'a band of nine, and they were coming up the
slope right toward u

hat followed could have been a tense moment—the

1 pose by my 400-pound wild porker, taken as evening shadows lengthened in Elburz forest that boars seemed to have forsaken




We paused in Qum, holy city then menaced by snowmelt runoff

pign came within 20 fect of our pauiton before they
{hottad us, srted i aiarm, and boled back down the
il Bt they weren't the truculent old males
Hoped for; nstead, thy wore & sow with L of Mol
grown young,

'All T could think about when I saw those young
ones,” Juck said, grinning, “was pork barbecue.

That evening David reminded us that the next day
ywas our last i the reserve and that we would then have
to ross the country for the last part of our hunt,
for rod sheep

“We'd better take the first good boar to come along,"
he said.

b

comes along," I added.
David, Jnck, und L wre n the wouds long bfore the

y have already hended for the high country.
By Iats aftaraoon we st hadn't seen el
good

L -
finally, “Let’s start hiking back, or we'lbe ihe feld
long after

The

Whole valley was_in_ deepblue shadow when
things began to happen. First I noticed a movement on
thealope above and ahend of . Tndaly t appenred to
a larg . but through giasses it became a huge
black boar, biggor than any ve'd seen since tho day 1
bagged my ibex. This one was  travlsg away axd
tand r.
avid whispered. - Right now.”
o ri ndy. to T dropped t0a iting posi
on, T had a hard time picking up the (arget in my 3 to
Y Leupold VarkX scope, and when L did, deple the
light-gat r of ihe optics, \he animal wasn't
easy to loucw Bt it was now or
i porkars shonidr, ‘swing with him, and
ueezed. At my shot the boar came rolling down the
‘mountain, and a the bottom i Kicked i
ing." Jack said, I suother tow minutes

scemed to weigh at least
half a ton. T hadn' beén w6 {eontinued on ‘page S
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WILD BOAR, RED SHEEP
(contined from page 47)

bushed and leg weary in a long, long
time.

the record, we measured

the loading of a pair of reluctant

“These,” he explained, “will carry the
sheep down from the mountains.
Our boat deserves description. Of




World Was I vintage and butt in Rus-

sightly better, and in o drissle we

g the three-hour trip 1 slept in
the musty hold beside a charcoal
simply because the temperature was
near freezing out on dec

camp—a_comfortable stone cottage
and the only dwelling on the island—
Just after midnight. A small stone barn
hearby was silhouetted in the moon-
light.

Throughout our visit to Iran up

K to rain again. The elements kept
i in camp for one da
Sheep hunting is permitted all year
in Tran. Perhaps midwinter is the best

e the sheep. They -

at a lower elevation because of snow in

the high country. But the midwinter

hur faces the worst hunting
to :

weather. 1f the visitor wants to com.
bine sheep (and ibex) with hunting for
the antiered game (maral stags and
ed deer), lato fall and carly winier are
or Bt the
e T

antlers.
Our second day on the island was

‘o more than a half-mile from camp
we spotted three r were

. ‘Hossein had mentioned
that only three partis of huntars had
visited the island decade,
and yet thes

okl of il etmien of e Gvie fame
i

y.
Jack and X had 1o specal privtiege

to hunt on Ghoyoon Daghi.

is naw open to anyon

positior
Fc Whea e 0 spet ek 3o

late, oven though we were s staried
‘e ram. Jack had plenty of time to
sightiin on the fieeng target betors 1t
escaped over a ridge, and he
£ With the second shot from hi 7 mm.
on

‘We taped the horns at 30 inches (top

on'a great shot Then the driszle

turned Into @ hard rain. Although we
Jogged most of the way downhill, w
were drenched by the time we reached
Next morning the overcast wi
Ken and 1t ay at
g

urros. We planned to make u

complete circuit of the island, if nec-

essi d a really good ram.
“Normally,” David explained, “the

oldest rams s es on the

east side of the island. I's the steeps

est, most rugged part, so we'll head

.

nearly so_tough
country we'd hunted several days be-
Tore,

Flocks of chukar partridge were
grecywhare and futhed all sround e
But we couldn't find ‘and 1
began to wonder it the island's esti
mated populaion of 850 o T00 animala

as_possible. Once, we spotted
o bedded on a rock Teise with s ties
seascape behind them, and we success-
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“We're certain to find something het-
ter,” h

By late morning we gained the high-
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st peak on the island—about 6,100 feet
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BOATING
(contined from page 23)
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