India’s New Menace

The tiger sprang out in darkness
from ambush st left side of roud

The American professor turned against tigers the day
he trailed a man-eater and found a Bengali boy’s feet

By FITZHUGH TURNER

MAN-KILLING TIGER, if he has time to eat
you undisturbed. start by tearing large mouth-
Huls of feah trom your buttocks and your meaty

e

brains, and naly your forearms, hands, lower logs,
eet.

et omg $ha ot mctid

nature. Short for Veter leverage, operat

T i hary hodad
hears against the

e tiger, a noisy feeder,

heavy bones of big animal

rushes your human bones as if they were straws.
He devours them as he goes along, first licking them
clean with his horny,raspike tongue,

inish you off in one sitting, may
cover: you with briah and retura i the svening for &
second mea. In sither case.when he
leaves of you wouldn't "The dismal rem
nants are cléaned up quickly and totally by jackale,
vultures, and the ot -eaters of the jungle.

vl ¢ tor Saigion oot fay hont mainly
in populated areas where their kills are obs
Hindu custom demands that  corpse, preferably i
of it but at least as muc!

farmers or forest dwellers, often dlsplaying great
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Prof. Earl Leng frightencd off tiger that was
salking o gardener only 400 yards from home

ther to drive the feeding tiger from his
Vitim then coloot the emains and carty them o &
siverbaak for a decent fune

sight last year of two puch party.caten
victims that made o dedicated tigerphobe.
Leng, onetime arm boy of Wiliamsheit, Thnoi, res.

is Ph.D. from, and is a profes-

one—teaching plant genetics and an-
ropology to India’s farm leaders of tomorrow. But

s seen prowling tigers at his
 Setveeniy Bsadgiartars. Joa ece:
r that was stalking a

nothing new in this
striet. Almost every year since anyone can remen-
ber, there h h de The famed Jim
Corbett, who Tven neuny, hunted down and wrote
aters that operated here in the

Penl from tigers—the startled,
riered animal, or the odd man-ater-—
B4 bosh & fact ¢ lite Tor generations among the
{armers and the woodeuttes who until reently & hlvn

o sl oy ohabitants of this
sional death by tiger s something people here

But ll-nzmer by am
all roaming e g s
thing else again, new o

The: b souble siarted n iaia 1004 or sasly 1005

o
mber of man-killing tigers,
orhood, s some-

Aror ime ot lght tgers bogas to count.
man among the The
20 miles i sach difection, centering on and mclumng

G2 Agrcuttural Doseorsity and s 16000 a6t &
From Junuary through mid-November of 1665, the
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this story, these tigers killed, and ate when
Rt cnuld‘ probably 150 men, women, and children—

n

! Lene, now 44 years old, has never been an en-
thusiastic hunter. He

killed some rabbits

rt of Jacqueline
inglish-born war bride, who s antihunt-

't sse any point in . doli g 0
ce!ll nimal,” Barl said o
it then & nelghbr came t ihe house one day and
told mo o tiger had taken a man (rom the main road
that runs through the university farm,
“My wife and T went with him to look at the body.
13 anly {aken the slght of o man cheved by a tiger (o
man o tiger-hater. The victim didn't even
T e b e
“What really set me off, though,” Earl continued,
“wa what happened lnst September.
ting grass for
ofthe Bengall refugee colony down
appeared, g oy by the neck, and dragged
RE away foto  Beld of sngar cane.

Sught to have known bettar, but when I heard
gt it T went to the colony, und w followe the
trail on foot into the sugar. e the tiger,

Bt we found the boy. ‘Al hat was I of i whr-his

(God: T thought, thi could have heen any of

R might foumd corny, but it to mmt t wag
going to be the rom then on, I
ocieod wae o i wetvernty tmm.

m

‘nder Ind tem, tion is divided into
states and the atates into d tricts. The supremme
district authority, a sort of sub-gove called the
district magistrate, and in the Iocu lcneme G Tndian

life, he is a very important persor
aini Tal town, igh n the il above UP. Ag.
Heultual Unive iagistrate Manik
4 R iy o he
idents piled up duri
N s iona

beg lntnhenrn ot e
nmvznlly Mot
made

Tite b skmakoesd reward of 500 rupees (sbout

$105) to anyone killing.a tiger in the area.

relaxed hununt )zl\llnﬁom permit

e g o any tiger, er or not, found on
the university fa

o instructed the dstrct foreter to move

four working slephants to Rudrapur, u town nea the

university, to be held ready for should a man-

eater be loc:
Finally, he sought the aid of the most experienced




Prem Ballabh Belwal.

tiger hunter in the entire are
and active at 69, is a land

Prem Belwal, stalwart

owner and timber contractor and longtime mayor and
leading citizen of Ram Nagar, a town in the thickly
wooded, low hills northwest of U.P. Agricultural Uni-
versity. Belwal's cleared 2,

jungle here, and Belwal has man: e land since o
sl in his boyhood when ooty ssing basile &

s father o death at th fami

ment m mu nmn is Kiling
reupin

uﬂ' or frightening away an
that ravage crope. leopards and figers that
oats and cattle. Belwal was 10 years old when he
acquired s frat weapon, o muszle-oading shotgun
like those still found in Indian villages. Bound with
brass wire, firing powder and homemade slugs
or shot, these gu st efficient means known

for s0 wounding cats as to make them turn man-
eater. Young Belwal carried his muzzle-loader when
he toured the farm by bullock cart or on his horse,
but he only to get sambhar, hog deer or
olher meat for b family and the people of hg viluge.

At 13, he acquired o reguls
barreled 12 gauge, with which he promptly killed
first._leopard. r later, he tal
British official out of & 405 Wi

L By e was.

leopards and his first tiger, wi

e ot it Wi i Baml, s
19 miles away, and the two
 Tetetaae 1n tin sacty 10005, Wit ey
organised & shoot for the Britih governor, Sir Mal.

re neighbors here," Belwal recalls. “Corbett
used to come to Ram Nagar to discuss shikar with me,

Near Bengali colons, tiger
byt b roaloioney
and dragged him Ioto & eane fekd
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and local problems in which he was interested
nd 52 i lace wneh e It
ter, Maggie, was a friend of

T Goruett was u dsad shot” sayn Belwak, “but he
was not interested in shooting tigers when I knew
him, only man-eaters and wounded animals. T was

with him on a number of shoots for visitors, but he
did not himself hunt on these occasions.

"His real hobby waa fshing, especially for the saim:
on of Tndis, the mahseer. Ho was really an expert
angler.”

Prem Ballath Belwal hus had great experience with
i s and personalities. As a
buy. aving fired at & big male, e watchad the tigsr

tend to twitch in its death throes, play possum for
S0 minutes, them, tiring of the ghme, trot xway unhure
him from one side of a bush and then

e says, s & gentlemuo—uniess it has
picked up the degencrate vie
Belwal has killd 71 tigors in g ]
leopards than he has counted. But for some
ikt Corpeth he r... Contined s hunting to man-eaters
and wounded e
"was dbout oue of the moat. vcious af the valves
igress, that the district magistrate
wrote m Naini Tal.
"“The animal has naturally caused panio in the aren
of its operation,” the magistrate said in hi
e i you il Jindly | ke s e
the destruction of this man-eater, thus relieving

m
at Ram Nagar (Godtown), 20 miles away, do not know
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each other, or did not at the time of this writing. Yet

w

o understand the situation at U.P. Agricultural
University, you must know something about the

le is one small segment, about 20 miles

puich 1d quduion Nl tioe
hills and the last, low-lying edg
the broad plain drained by

¥, killed his first tiger
Has Killed,” OUToooR Lirr, November,

1055).
In the literature of natural history, this area
damcribed by Jim Corbatt In seversl of his boo
notably Man Baters of Kumaon, Jungle Lore, and My
India, .Hm Corbett Natlonal Par
not tar distant, and Corbott's villa

its on the northern rim of the scene of

Knhdhun:l

Kiesiurat thre ilmcut idoos wille, bl by
Gorbett to protect the vllage crops. are atl In

con & ivensi Toguiow i =
pair, but the' lhrub! planted by Corbett an ter
still bloom e

Flplyn,lndbln 11 bear fruit.
years, Cucoats Iroa oot ol rests
s Voo T ot Nags sl Pl
sick or injured villagers, or excited messengers re-
porting kil in the surtounding ungles. Kaladhung!
that fe

olces down the road at the school Cor-
bett bull for the et teres

south, in Corbetts time, the forest
covered the low Figges and interaittent fiiands d
plain for eight

forest with vines and crawling things. Ac
fag alus ¢ et sout, vou ed caly .m.u :ll'ml
of Virgi

ourself In the woods
fedeord mlyb: ‘rural New En

is dense enough in i piaces, but really big

wood, sad others —are sottered,

lnd e otag s e o 3 it thorny, and

i ARn ity o Sl srom a0 of Phicn

have some use

for_example, is chipped and boiled in

jungle vulnn- during the winter. It yields the as-

tringent red dye which, added to betel, stains millions

of Asiatic mouths. Wild plums grow in profusion.
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Shisham, used for cart wheels and carved furniture, is
felled as each tree reaches maturity.
which provided the orange powder your grandmother
mixe e margarine look like butter, is
Rarvested now as a dye foF textie,

s list is nlos. Iudes bhabar. a thick
wild grs r papermaking, which gives the region

gl s et i

along the water courses running into the plair

most flow
to September.
twisting ravines, called nullihs, sometimes
feet deep, which the tigers use as concealed trai
India’s first tigers have moved into
the subcontinent in fairly recen, times, from north:
east rough Assam. ey fanned out and
Teached the bhabar, they found ar paradine, Horued

gme-hog deer ar, swamp deer ing deer,
gl vl g i i
1o e i e e e et

plentifu, and there was all the cover nature could

hermore, man avoided the bhabar. For through
il th sontrie v he ondof Beban vl 1047, e
bhabar was what Indians call black-fever country.
Malaria scourged those wh

hunters
meat or
trophy i the higher, heslhier countey beyond, where
and lee

s thus came to flourish in the bhabar. The
e moved into the hills oF back to the fatand a8
changed with the seasons, and the t
axed fat, and mul

it requires
le to support an adult tiger at lush

this

rea grow to be the biggest in India.
v
1tree s fatetul duy for the tiges of the bhabar, an
for hundreds of millions of humans, when
Tndi achleved 1 ndependence in 1047,
"he young naton began o cope with malara. Help

mosquito from a land that had endured 80 million
‘malaria cases a year.
Simultaneously, the government undertook to re-
settle hundreds of thou
o had S thr anomtea! o
lem of more Tood for an exploding
Sl ton s ot
‘Al of which led inexorably to hznr trouble.
malaria no longer t, people could live
In the bhabar. Huge lund-clearing projects Were start-
ed, and the virgin black carth, perhaps the richest
soil in India, w: ‘rowing humper erope of
heat, corm, i
Puved and unpaved rouds were pushed through the *
cleared lan
modern. farming,
established in 1960—built with American aid and




guidance, patterned on our land-grant colleges, partly
stated with Americasteachers,uad siuated on 16,000

carved from prime tiger count
g e e et siminde M

peole were put o work i a forestry progrs

this is written, 100,000 acres in i

up of Hindu e m.\m o st

Rt Palatan,  ving. ar, however, it pro-
Vided four human vietims for the university tigei

Al

o near the unversty are vilage of Sikh etugees
a

aple whose relgion, a militant off

shoot of Hinduish. requires the men to
beards_unshorn. ot the refugee Sikhs
from what, in British times, were called the criminal
tribes of the Punjab. Peaceful farmers now, they
livd treaitionaly by o eombisatioe of facaleg and
and man em have retained their guns.
e Sihn e their muzaloloaders o drive Jungle
redator And

 the Sikis
armer that

Prem Ballabh Belwal on the final

e

vi
"[he number of people killed by man-cating tigers is
unknown, There s o central Teporting phse i

India where deaths are tabulated,
tistio e the catimates s At ks
hose figures range widely.

Ther are, these peopl ey, us few un 4,00 tgces
left in India, oF as many as 10,000—there were 50,000
£ sowia o Susestcos ago. OF these
eaters are at larg
e animls claim 1,000
eac Wher
™ ot
noting that & ger
provincial town .mr hnvm; \lios ey, 215 pecple
over a period of
he mumber nz il ascribed o a particular man-
mactly compited BY counting known
o do with

ncs £ man-killing are
pecorded at the Toest pelos tations, bt paly when &
o the affeial stiantion of the polie

part, at various tow
consclentions Vllllgn
report a death, he
o aakiureinn Jouriag, ke

ative of  victim, o )
s

ndertake

ing hls own life by feaversing maz-eater soustsy. 8o
chances are he stays
O it m:

may not occur to anyone that a report should
only one of the customary has-

to agree that the rumored deaf
te and distant villager is not a mat-
g troublesome investigation.
t teems these days with
restlaborers, far from
y

et i B

Tollow workers: Rzmem ering how completly
devours a man, and how quickly the carrion-caters
Ginpose of What 1 et 1t 1 probable that the univer-

n
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was making rounds
" tiger Kiled him

sty tigers took many vicima from smong Lo travel.
ell as among straggling farm and jungle

otk
There are three police stations in the university

area, and they recorded 31 deaths by tigers during
1965, Thero thus would hats been, unde the formuls

' unreported kilings, for a total of about
150 m.m.. lives lost

to man-Kilers during the year
Ther en more. ay have been
Fimidke e B Moo v S

troule started, then, on January 90

\nivegaly farm. The
seho), traveling bulwcnnvllhgec whka a tiger pvdked
him from the r
e soooptad ill came on Mareh 20, the vietim
ostman making bis rounds by biccle wlong the
pmd gy that Edraa ta miva
in May, the
ﬁcl y o d the fempo of xx

o’ laborers au the alvdiniy's
S \iy g gecing oroth o
Typica T

er g
lya tiger lurked in e
of warkers, waiting for an oppor.

rned the hard

the
e Sovndod . snatebed b by The neck, and ca
ried him away.

A tiger kills @ man differently from the way it kills
an animal. If the tiger is a skilled hunter, he wi

ourboor wre

ko boat to whth 35 ce 0 gurds v ot el
' dash, and.soize it by the eek with
th, Ther i

Aftr u clean kil » full-grown b
ecr, may be fou
i e andoting hoed &
Sl o e
Lhe holes e e
hen man is the prey, the tger, alled or ur.
e dn ith an animal. But
there the resemblance ends. As Prem Ballabh Belwal
describes it:
‘Even a young or weak tiger can kill a man with
absolute ease.

“The tiger knows this, And while he usualy tries
for the man's head or neck with paws or mouth, he
will claw or strike or bite wherever he can get at’his

It only takes, for a tiger, o ridiclously gentle
low o il man,or & uight pressure o
oo by Gy 5 th i a2 o
By September, a total of 19 human kills
parted to the polce, There was a man- eaters’ relgn

shbos

I\mp esn

1= Saos Jusutiline Leng, Eacs wit,
Tndia, sou walk after dark on sccount of the

heat,

“But the only place we can walk is along the one
lighted street at the university. And even there, we
don't feel safe
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“We have jeops, and houses we can close and lock
Even 50, we've lived in fear. You can imagine how it
ia for the thousands of people who live around us
without any such protection.
i
T s September 18 when Eael Lang,the previously
pseetul protesor of plant gencic, tun
lhe tigers. Ti railed the tiger mm
it sad Touad & pte O foot atha rembined o
the Bengali
Jacqueline Leng tends to ascribe her hu

scientist t
o bslogmt: Earl s,

nd 1 began keeplog
as careful track of the tigers as I would have kept

records in any laboratory experiment
" established ther habits of movement by tabulat-
ing roports trom the lliagers and farm

g il g it

ol matis fount, e H made
anywhere around the me daily.”

arl Leng studied his records, examined trails,

and talked to the local people, he was able to sort out

m the rest of the tiger population.

-eaters.

sniversity sub-headquarters called
Mmmu Colony. Matkota.  grou of pink-
homes, offces, el
S0 o the paved m.m st bt 97 i 2t o8
the town of Rudraj
o the Matkota tigers, Earl found, bustad to-
gether. Now any Indian farmer, living
e duily presence of tgers, can cxamine the p\tzmnrkn

tigress and her nearly-grown

The other Matkota tigers hunted singly. Contrary
to tiger custom, h ed to be sharing
the same general territory or competing with cach

aake auack on farm worker

other. The consensus in the neighborhood was that

the Matkota. tige ht mostly be related, maybe

cubs of different generations of one or two tigresses,

driven by the peculiar prevailing conditions to operate
e same countrys

In the eastern half of the university farm, apart

from the other tigers, hunted the cighth one-—a big

male.
“During this time," Earl Leng said, “T believe I

knew where most of the man-killers were twenty four
hours a day.
“But of course tigers cover a lot of country in

patroling their beats, and 1 was alwaya twenty four

“One thin g 1 found s that the tigers all moved
They

ravines into the university farm, then move through
the fields in a wide curve,

t for game or stray cattle,
ostly this is what they killed. But if they didn't
find an animal, in their hunger they'd take a man.”

During September and well into October, Earl Leng.
hunted almost every nig} e sat up in &

then went out hunting again in the early morning.
“My husband was going mad," Jacqueline Leng de-
seribes it.
“He couldn't think about anything else. He wouldn't

listen to any spent all his time working out
the pattern of the tigers’ travels, or going out to hunt.

fe made me a tiger-hunting Widow for days ant
nights on end.”

v
(On gleared land a couple of miles west of the univer-
ity farm s the farming villge of Chhatarpur.
Chhatarpur is the hom
a retired noncom of the Indian
of 16 acres—a sizable plot for an Indian villager.
On'the morning of Ootober 14, Man Singh awoke

orcemoen, 1966 73
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before dawn, for he had a trip to make. He had sold a
n who lived 40 miles away, and this was

the date set for him to collect the money.
was to be a long day, and Man Singh wanted
asked ‘s next-door neighbor, Dalip
Singh, to go with him. Man Si clean-
s of the Kumaon hills and a Hindu, while
Dalip Singh, 12 years older, was & bearded, turbuned
Sikh from the Pakistan Punjab. The two were fast
nds, so Dalip Singh assigned the day's work to his
grown son, Darshan, and set out with Man Singh in

high spirits.

‘They hitched a ride on a bullock cart two miles on a

din track to the unlversitys Matkata Colony,
iles to Rudrapur, the
a trading center for
an-made thereabouts,
Rudrapur is new-built. It has shops, temples, a police.
omes. But you won't find it on a
map of India published prior to 1960. It is, nonethe-

losg, o thiiving community and the hub of one of
indi country bus systems.
o Do e re e ok b and it o0
of Rampur, vhere
his mon-
m, (ip weough thes
jon, the friends
discussed whether to spen the night n fown or go
thei vilage, 36 miles further on
0 Bt s el Sl aud ' oo i
hor s well as a farmer, had business to attend to.
already been Ay too ke
! he wid i
Jport In. s part of Tndia ia
the nyrlz-nckduw, a icycle-pulld contraption thal
some. squeezing, two_adult

6o ace aboutr ey sad i explanation
required 15 or 20 minutes to find a driver mIHn:
to pedal them to Chatarpur.  Atter the custom

oung man nam im THabub,
rorkedfor Dallp Bingh n the past, oder:
took to pedal et to shel vliage, 475 miles

and a lon 4 s back,tor & somenhat infared
Drice on account of the Jangsr. Th agreed fare was
10 annas, or about 13 U.S. ce:

T2k heot rtused o, take them to Chtatazpus be-
cause of the tigers, and it was already Hall
Hiabub aid e

we were friends, so finally I consented to

"W Jef Rndrapur bun station about seven oclock,
When we came to the potrd station at the edge of
town—r the tiger attacked the sttendant some
onths 8go—we, were slopped
Harprashad Sharmme. e advised us o “wait unth day-

'-am Dalip Singh was determined to die tha
id, T do not fear

night.

‘most Indian rural

s b n.nked by wide, well-
earthen ‘shouiders, with road-
i thon ach mde. Beyond o crop Relde,

74 ourboor ure

Al il omd b du drevi. e 545 s of
Indi traffie—laden bullock carts, o

being pulled in cycle-rickshaws, and now and then a
car, a motor-scooter, a jeep, a bus, or & gaudily paint-

bullock

pedaled Man Singh and Dalip Singh toward their
village.

 moonless, starlit night. The rickshaw had
gone more than two miles, and was coming up on
Matkota Colony in the university lands when the
occurred.
r aprang out in the durkness from the
ughes o the et side of the road, iabub said.
“Dalip Singh was sitting on that side. The tiger,
vy st toacts and took him by
head with its front P d 80 fast that
Dalip Singh had no time to scream. He didn't make

any sound at all when the tger dreged him avay
into the i
orhe flces sharge knocked my rickabaw over, and

1 fumped trse So did Man Sings. We shouted. Then
e rghted the Fikabaw. T cycled a8 T could to
Matkota, two yards farthor on, where there

were lights.”

Dalip Singh's friend_and

igh, bears scars.

in his back, where the bared cl
momentarily.

“It was very dark," Man Singh remer

“But 1 heard the tiger in the e el 1
road, and then I su

o thougat wu

s0.

fellow passenger, Man
the tiger's uttack-—deep punc-
d him

Sin

going for the driver in front. T
1 think the ricksha was moving
i enough that e tges asied b ot

‘elieh, and then £ bent ove forward as the tiger

Dalip Singh's wmte
shirt moving along the ground while the tiger dra
across the road and into the field.
came along the road, Its
ry nolay, and T think It wis this that
body. Other-
oo A

oed 2 the rickshaw and drove on to
the colony ard aised the

Matkota, the 35- yur eyl — of that
W-Jo st wake
T Rl house, unaware of anything amiss:

“This tellow Man Singh came excltedly to thi place
108 Hikshew at viesing & man had been
Killed by a ti o farts superintendent recounted.

s bt i Everybody was talling abovt




tigers, and I thought he was making up a story for
vome reason. I told im 8
. Ho sud, Plesse s the claw marks on my back

h
s indecd biseding, and his Sy o
o T aent Mo to ot Momplil s . e, ARG T got
& farin trusk and  Griver and fokchod 1ay yua, and we
went immediately to th
Taaw the dedd man I the lights and then, abont
o le from the body, there was the tige, lookin
1t was the 0. ﬂuun: that has been dotag &
\ux cf m kﬂlmp sround her
¥ tweive-bore, and 1 fred t e
o tigress went aw
“Than the people cazae, and the Bolies, aud we took
Dalip Singh's body to his village and told his son.

Amar Singh, as it turned out, hadn't completely
imisged the tgress; pllts rom s shel it her in 2
front paw, but without doing much damage. The
{arm superintendent aa to have another br
the killer that night.
hould be remembered that Dalip
yietim, was s person of some prominence In the
So at 8:5 word. of his death reached
Rudrapur polic station, Sub-Tnspector Surindra Ku-
F Blagh weat, quiskiy 160 action, Fi o & docto
and they drove out to Mathota.
found the body of Dailp Singh in o fied thity
pacen trom the highvway” tho polceman repor
Tn dragging him, the tiger had dislodged i ot
ing. T found his erluens and shocs in the ro«duvdv
her

b with

e

bushes and his turban fve or s fet furt

"We made & record of his wornd

On the let side of his neck which was terribly
torn, there were claw marks were the decp

wounds which caused 'his death,
n the right ghoulder, ut the back, much iin and

signs of teet law marks.

s mx\d«, et sadbon ot s ek
three claw marks on his right
m, where Dallp Singh spparently tried to ‘tond
or away, and claw marks also on the left upper

There wus much blood on hi face and body:

Hunters who have skinned t testify to the

strength of the .msm m\lsclcl st power the fore.
paws, and the length of the razor-sharp, extendable
Claws. Aftar the s lmuz moment of terror, und

probably involuntary o protect his head wit
D, P e Sovesead e ave dige very st

X

mar Singh, the farm supsrintendent at Matkata,

has had hany brushes with the univeriy i
Once recently,

aly the acrival of a noisy Group of
& man-ater that had him

ody to his village, Amar
singh returned to the scone of the attack.
w the tigress was hungry,

said. And

y the pe
Who came, and dldn't know the body had been ro-
ed she might come back to try to find

‘So I took the farm truck out again, and stopped
it in the sugar cane near where we had found the
We turned out the lghts, end I got Into the
back f the trugk and w
out e hirey 1 the slght, 1 heard the tigress

come back. T put my light on her, but It was too fax
Sor my suchari Bl arpuhud ere waching o,
1 tried to whisper to the driver to start the truck and
move closer

"Bt ha was alae, e2d b the time T could wake
him, the tigress went a

The iling 300 yards from the home where e
lives with his wife and children, was too much for
Amar Singh to stomach. So he ing his own
plans to hunt wan-saters and tesinod up with & face
ulty instructor.

x .
(O Sunday, five daya before the rickshaw killing, a
farm laborer had been stalked, killed, and partly
caten in one of the university fields. Earl Leng, de-

orcrmsen, 1965 75
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yoting every possble minute during thoss weeks to
his of the mas-eater, went o the atene of
that kil Ho {ullowed e Bt il abost 00

throtgh high lephan ‘when
cat. But the u

day might," Barl sakd

T fvet by st the waivenity

tied a buffalo calf at a place where

the tigers h-bllu-!]y cross the paved road. 1 sat up
llnight on o machan over the balt, But o tger
meaday sgatn L el ik b T bt

ruck o e s, Tis oo Toucsdes e
came o the house and told me that the Sikh Kad been
pulled from the rickshaw. I went out next morning to
Join the pursui o the man-sater
8 Mahendrs of Nepal was on # vistto Inla st
ot a tiger hunt
Chiies ek proriiad 1 sephantn e e purdl B
“They brought the elephants over to where the rick-
shaw had been attacked, and started to beat through
the fields. T tried to tell them they were in the wrong
place, but they wouldn't listen to.
For 1 was protty sure I knew where the tiger
would be about then
had seen the grown cub all
s bt tares who P s.kn
was the old one who hunted w
"X icsow & Tot about haes b acien
u.\;n they customarly boled up in o e

on the y came hnnlmg they moved east through
4 rvioe for thrse or

hen they tu

et el (08 mvad el b mm

i ospebend g biged e

started from.

“These people and their elephants were beatin
near Mathota, where the tigress hud Killed the night
before. They shouid have been working several miles
farther along her Fou

"But 1 couldnt ge it across to them. So fally T

ourboor ure

came on_grown cub
[ifoiriog-da s
and shot i range of 15 v

let the clephants [ got Harold Walker, and, my

orth of the university, e
tabe hinting iak grinise

arol alker, 40, u newsomer to UP. Agri
culbaral Univeraity American with a_vested
interet in ending man klllmg there. Native of Blacks-
burg, Vinginn

t a

ckaburgs Virgiin Folytechne Toattote

woriing tn mm. for the Ford Foundation, Walker

with him his wife, Fried a

T o Th yeuw O 5 1 & maaie

over in a neighborhood infested with man-eating cats.
oid carried the apotlght, and 1 bad the bor-

st ovpmaiind Yook us madt of s i, T e
an hour later than I wanted it to be when we hid our
jeep in the sugar cane and went up into the machan I'd
chosen. It wax u good ide, n  popul tree

Leny ontrived a_classic macl mply a
s o becmpedfleng by ltmng‘ form-
ing 3 soid enough shooting Pattorm when tied into
the branches o the

e hadin't caten;” Earl said,

sttiog In in the machan, we broke

saisage mndviches

%0 us soon got
out ‘some Vieana-

g, 1 was haitlying on the
Lnlﬂ'”)‘ it Rareid bakind me. 1t w minu
to six, dnd T4 just fahed my gl
tigres cam
rold saw her fes. Ho nudged me.
spered. Then

teren, 1 managed to turn

inily ot Thck Mosdy e Yool e ik &
the side of a barn. Even so, she was ninety yards awa;
Couldi't get the rie sround past Harold, snd

ha o 00 e

was sizing up her chances o{ m\
wondering what we could do

e o sh o BESSIng st o toy T

the bait and



of usinstend of the eat, The machan was low encugh

o o i
indred and twenty yards, The bullet hit
topped her dea
ruculously lucky shot, , conaidring the
distance and the light. To show you how dark It was,
oyl ol bt i e
we could get down from the tree.
ere is a popular, erroneous belief that man-eating
cats are_invariably y creatures. Earl Leng's
tigress, like most man-eaters, had a glossy enough
coat, which is being cu writing. Eight feet
10 inches measured between pegs, she will make Earl
 handsome trophy
though, she was indeed mangy, as Earl's

o
The old tigress was past the stage of being able to
reproduce. Her heart and her

night before with Amar Singh, after she had killed
the Sikh in the rickshaw.

er back legs bore the scars of old wound
In one, Earl found a long-embedded homemade ball

veteran targe il said.
W ihe e 1 iled her she was very hungry,
P2 i iy 5 ‘was absolutely
Hothing in her stomach or digestive tract. The vil-
Ingers value fat as a remedy for rheumatism,
but we couldn't find enough fat on her to fill a tes
tube.”

X1

he tigress' grown daughter remained in the neigh-
Kill

T

L “Tt looked

field and didn’t seem to know how to kill it. Al she
could do was maul the calf's back logs so badly that I
died next day.”

R. L. Tripathi, 30-yearold tarm supervior at the

i joining the university, is one

n friends who helped Earl Leng get
his tigress. He is a little fellow, five feet two inches
tall, but he has the coura

Earl, he tracks animals Jike  bloodhou
3 e, Trgathi fotlowed
the trail o tiger and Ha vietim
through thick sugar cane, and then two hung
owa & brushlled ravine The tiger “eousd

have charged him any moment. He finally found the
dend man where the tger had e the body s
an overhangi

gt e T s butnces 1o takis care of (s
cub before she could start killing people on her own.

MAN-EATERS OF NAINI TAL

o pleked up the tral atter she had mauled the
B tneked oy
came up on her, he dismounted and

e het wich & welve s ahotgun o e yards

X1

o of the maniilers were eliminated, but the
terror_continued. On October 26, and aj
October 30, farm lborers met et i the veiverty

mwnm, Pro Ballts Batwal,the vtaean of 11
tigers, and son, Anand Belwal, were
logking for man-ea
iay, Tart Leng illed his tigres, the Belvals,
oching Fos 0 e i, S o5 e o
Jal et Tuay ound s el 11 hom 4 Aint
s ti led the same day—:
tFack runhing into the wniversity farm from
on the highway where the rickshaw was attacked.
Feom the pumarks c the loch-doey Qo e Bobpaid
r's size, accurately as it was to turn
i Bt e  inchen between ets, snd s
s8g t thre o four yeu
m Belwal, adding up the evidence, guessed that
his was an salier cup of the Leng Sigress that he
had learned from his mother to include men among
his prey, and that, having grown to maturity, he was
sharing his mother’s grounds, hunting independently.
Now if you believe Ji
may want to argue the idea
train their cubs to kill hu
continue to kill people after having left their man-
cating parents.
But few naturalists agree with Corbett on this
. The au the Bombay Natural History
Society's authoritative Book of Indian .8
Prather, says that man-ea
parent to offspring.
man-cating from its parent’s example, may retain the
hablt throughout ife”
Ballabh Belwal, who has lived amang tigers
.\nn. " boyhood, holds

by

, hie says flatly, do train their cubs to kill

peopie, and the cube often continue as mar-eaters.
‘sometime man-killer,

k in the classic tradition of

Nagar 20 miles away, he received a telephoned report
that en seen near Matkota
Colony that

y next morning, with his son Anand, Belwal

farmer bicyeling i
Sikh vmm- nor the usiversity fur.

Incdentaly, the multiplcity of smgh. in thi
rative 15 unavoidable, Singh, Indlan, means lion.

e name, to'a man, means lior, strength oF
lion heart. (Unlettered Indians, when they use the
English word lion, actually mean tiger or any big cat.)
Tndians of m: and communities in this part
of India, and all Sikhs, are called Singh, which is a
nar comm Smith or Jones in the United

orceman, 19




i of b
Belwale used four cl

e fariic by
Forest dopartamens te e

States. None of the Singhs of thia story are related
5o far ap the autho
Skt on he leyels, then, was Ufngar Singh,

s Bindukhers ilage  place 34 milesfrom

udrapur in the direction of Matkots Colony. Ujugar
Singh 'waa pedaling police station to spread
word that the tiger™-the ane Belwal intended (0 kil
had walked through his village that morning, looking
very much ub f he wanted en animal or & man to
attack

e Bainee st thy headman in ther jeep and
dra o Braduibaca, Weking nd buffaloes had
the-tiger's. trai, but Prem

d

nearly a mile across razing land nto & fild of
t g
ane, Belwal lost the track. He beg
cirele the 864t the ight, and his son Anand b5 the
ft. met_on the opposite side, neit]
had found tracks leading out. The tiger, they con-
cluded, led up in the s

by 8 loop ot

¢ small Dimir River. The streum's banks are may-
b 12 fet high on the outr rim of the e, about
four feet high o rim, and the valley floor

Io about sight f:m hulow the level of the surrounding
terrain. Woo when they cleared the jungle
Jors e k. e rosn' standing  long. ta
river, and a fow in the

e ol A tha g el Wt
until evening. So he and Anand returned to Rud-
rapur ¢ elephants the forest

ey
leced thelr gear, Inspectad thlr rife, and went back
to their t

A walking. lephnnt's speed, through open land, is
under two miles an hour. It took the animals a couple
o e o et Blaaiihaca. Thels ecsioal Swisruind

ourboor ur

sS4
¢l

& M_fl‘W

m*d"

great excitement in the villae, for u SIkh religions
festival was I ull wing that day. About
4 children were gathered. from e

Tounding countrysi

Wen they heacd What was afoot, all 4,000 trouped

ne aatural amphitheater of the

here ullng the high outer bank of the strear
bl S ooy sty
the valey, for al the world ik stadium specators st
& sporting mateh grim way, that was what
bout o be.

"“The dhak trees were too small for machans. The
villagers were able t » foot-square ool
tied into  tree
Baimi. Uldise Sagh balon] i s an it ot

on 4nd Banthl/up Rl duatloarried it 8
iwinson, . with

oud stop 1t
with m. Winchester 375
sl B el the sugar cane 1o & csaring
(uting the lder Behwel iving o & hod o e am
sugar grew thick and high in front of Anand.

e e o Bt waita
stayed put in the sugar.

t was 4 pm. when all was in reading om his
b e o e it Prur DAL o hat
as o sigaal for the beat to begin. The elephants,




spaced 15 or 20 yards apart, had been stationed
the asson e, over to Prem Belwal's right.
i mahots were ins

the elophants hesitate.” Prem Belwal said later, “aa

i it smelled or saw
S

saw the tops of the sugar
oving, and T l\upzaed this was the tiger, try-
mg Lo get out of the
'The ‘lephant lumbered across the river and ap-
A thee fn e
as the i

ment of India, to conserve for
uxaries, including ‘hunting
This wil expsin why ordinary 875
Magnuin cortidges being $168 o round 1n the Delhi

is day, was

vt tup sapioduds Bt ek the Hont
part of a second before the cartridge fired. 1 had lost
‘my aim, and the shot went high,
e tiger was very much alarmed by the noise.
He bounded in front of me into the high sugar to the
Jet of the clearing, And he kept, ging
4 12 td b ki S bt 2

Matkota
1P Colony

MAN-EATERS OF NAINI TAL

Anand in the tree. He was only 30 yards away, and
my son saw him clearly, saw the tiger looking at him.
r was wary, an o saw Anand lit bis
e 50 sl i aciioal plied e s tag
cane, out o

‘Anand :uuld 't see anything now, but he could tell

of the sugar cane that the tiger was

i there ..n “the cdge of the path.
cloalated where the neck ought to be.
and then he fired Into the cane at that sp

Al ok place withi & minot or w0
the time T st saw the tigor, We.neard ‘othing
after_the shot, and we couldn't sce any move

he stream into the crowd of villagers
and do great damage among.
reached the place at which Anand
had aimed, there was the tiger, dead. Anand had
dropped i where he stood with a ot that broke
his
ut called out the news to the villagers
and with that a riot bro
“These people were Iivln‘ every dny in feur of man-
eaters. Now, with their enemy des
outed and laughed, and. they crowded a
...d reviled tho ger. Tt took be a b hour 46 clear
pace o we could oud the tiger onto the dephat,
"'l'hey followed us, singing and yelling, all the
the vilage. And when we unloaded the
Taobbed ue seain I e hayd
overus, and al over the tiger, and | l.hey broke in the
50 o 1 s we i
‘As with Farl tgress, the Belwal tiger's skin

UNIVERSITY FARM

MM m,yuluhm i




is being cured, to b added to th trophie in the fum-
ily ing at Ram Nagar. There it will

m.md 1 the lendln( clumnl T S0, the e

as o political atd socal club

bt aiso. oall . savural] ‘museum.

From the main window, u big ot  tiger glares

out over the busy, noly Ram Nag: Two

g gl eilmmidiied

T s haon th walle: et e gan st

er-skin thre rmiture tiger

rd heads in the bare spaces. And over in a
orner, an erct, sloth bear, standing more e

foat igh, grina nastly.

X1
Al'uurlh mankiler—another tigress—sbout. this
the oblectve of Amar Singh, the

at Matkota Colony, and
£ e T .

arm l\hpcrmmndnm
eiona it Singh,
university.

“We got on the trail of this tigress,” Amar Singh
sld, “and tound her to be making a cirele about ten
miles i dameter e hunted, passing the sume
Pices every second or third d
s long the university side of her

ight we mt up at the places
we thought the tigress would

inally, one night when there was & moos, Prita

Bcgs e salp 1 an we had bullt ‘bout &

mile fro here at Matkota, and the tgres
Game and lnlled lh! battao. She was trying to brrnk
the rope, s iy e dond Galf sway
oheh the noise woke Pritam
He fired his .375 Magnum and the tigress
oas ing T e ol e i g oty A e
sugar cane, and everything was stil

“This wis about tvelve in the nght. Pritam ai't
want to risk faci d animal at ight, 10 he

Tt mosidor

‘rom Balobh Solwal, Man Singh's

80 ourboor ure

e e vas g i B et Intye

ery thin. And her right
ot g Bt s g
shotgun.”

X1V
T s, at this writing, there are four man-killin

tigers left at and around UP. ‘Agriculturs] Uriver:

three of them hunting in the Matkota Colony

area, and the fourth at the other, eastern, end of the

farm.

 These tgors aro the targets of many gune
m Belwal’ R. L.
thf a  the weapan of any ‘number of Singhs
our animal are destroyed, 18

Sy i o e S mensce wil by no means
niryaide.” Brem Balnb

Bl
Tri-

Belwal wrote in his report to the dis-
trict magiatrate, “the tiger likes 1o live In exlznulve
dense patches of wild undergrowth o

foreat ‘are
S duria
be undisturbod

hum S
e it
Of late,
undergrowth by
Tractors create threatening sounds, and pl
i Whate s e ons Soreid st See e VR
length and breadth of the foresta ut al times
“Thus, “intolerable con-
ditons )\l»! hoen creatod for any figer 0 live i in peace
ral habitat. As the tigers have been de-
or, rathe oumu trom "ihelr
hideouts, they have been forced to move out of the
ocest acees . Ahefiee T ces avousaile st

The farm and adjoining lands, where
sugar. cane .m.n. over several thousmnd teres ot 1
stretch, int sed ravines and high grass
e b i oy I e Sl

o tank
ive

ey it on ron
mous Jim Corbat



therefore attracted there, especially as no alternative
is left to them.
at the farm they have to put up with the
back of insufficient g

available is proved by the empty stomachs of all the
tigers shot in the area.

“By instinct, the tigers dread and avoid human

But with

hey cannot_avoid

e they grow accustomed

gradually gets reduced to &

jore a terror to the tiger.
Hingey: having ovecooms s
o attack a human

may’ get encouraged to repeat the performance on
more occasions.
o heaithy tiger—even if it may
n belng—will alvays look st or widlte to feed
upon v paucity of wildlife in a
Pﬂnuculn lucn!\ly um compels  tigor to kil ts st

and there is no doubt that while natural food

canlmuﬂ scarse, the tigee will go o0 iling bumans,
into an habitual man-kil

G erefore of the opi Belwal concluded,

“that the tigers in the university farm area have not

injury. fraid that the menace
S e compiochy !llmlnmtcd in future ven when
the existing man-killers
Or s Earl Leng, the et v g

 four mancillers are atl at Iarge, there are prob.
ably thirty more tigers in the area, and eve

hem ln 8 potential man-sater. I s abscluiely sure
there will be many more people killed before this is

Earl points out that a man provides more meat

Above, Ear . Lang ond
Horold W, Walkar
Long, in ouhars New
Delhi home, ik it

MAN-EATERS OF NAINI TAL

than a hog deer, most common of the wid animals on
h the
T e Cips hare 10 st Talt vk, At
needs to average at least twenty five pounds of meat
o day o survive
g deer and the other game are being driven

i beats, and look for deer, or sambhar, or wild
boa, or dométo salmaie

And when they grow hungry und can't find nat-
ur food, they attack and est a

“The most dangerous time of year, Earl sa
continu o be the period af 196s Towt coneeptrated
killing—that s, fram July through October, when the
sugar cane is high and heat and insects have driven
what s et of ey gnm: into the hill
UP. Agriouturl Univer.

Py il iy
Is on a campaign to kil  tiger e calla the Beni man

cser the g e ale that Hunta I the aastern end
of 1 anuary, the Ben, man-
i B i e s e

{rom a university fld and atiacked and Kiled him to
ocond i st tger dath o 1068

his lown the Beni Nullah,
- Aoty i e el
intarvala, Only the other day he attacked 8 man in &

jeep near my
"The distrct maglatrate has written me to collct
m pees reward for the
to give the money to the men who
and Sher Mohammed. But th
the Beni man-eater 5o dangerous that he has raised
the reward for
“T'm layi
any salety nere
To which Earl's

until these i

igers ar
wite, the Immnmlnnnn o i
broves of hunting, addsu fervent

"We can have either & university here or we can

jacqueline Leng sa;

Have & Jungle
have to be kilied




