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The Spectacular Tiger

By GRANCEL FITZ

The man who’s hunted all North American big game takes tiger lessons
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e wild-looking, Hearly
o e Ghine o e
the  merely picturesque. T
shadows fi s to make
it ekt Mo 80 et o, mor tesine 6
about the game siz. With these delays, it ws 43
when we drove he open
Singaram foreat rest hous
a us. We were hardly out of the
led glasses of cold limeade
canvas deck chairs to relax. The white-uniformed serv.

Hats and Dastagir, came over and s
e i et T Wi S WA
Eurasian head shikari (hunting guide) for the prince’s

father. Hafz is alfo n head shikari o the equivalent of
a full.fedged African white hunter. Dustagir
in charge of camp arrangements, had boen u ficutenant

d aide-de-camp t wab before Hy-
derabad was absorbed nto India in 1048, W1
troductions were over, the men began a long report. But
as this was in the Urdu language, T soon got up to look
The rest house was of a type rarely seen in this part
of India, It was built on stilts in the Burma style, so
the living quarters were reached by climbing o sord of
ship's Indder to the end of n veranda across the front.
T found that the part behind the veran o had o
ed by a wall of woven palm leaves t
e or me, We ad nur prlvnln

whenever 1
nd the water
s Tndder at the back. The
closely set poles,
the veranca, and handsor
sian rugs wm H))rmd peside our mosauit- etiat e
When I w y deck chair, the conference
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s carved image of monkey god

the separate hut in which their cots were placed, but T

noted that the it two soan ook a Jeep and drove
ay.
""What's the story, Kutub?” I asked the prince. His
father, the Nuwab Zaheo r Yar Jung, hud suggested that
Teall m. son by that family nicknarm

ful news,” he told sent the

5 ready. For the last

ferent parta of the block, and euch night a bullock hss
bee he big tiger killed o

“The tiger your father spoke al asked.
Mo S bl tae 1 Hpocabad o6 o vs]mcmlly kioe
and long-famous tiger that ranged in this

Kutub nodded. “The villgers say he s about the size
of & bufflo, Of course they exaggerste, But he made
& kil the night before last, and they Know where he
Srngaod 1 1 he il agata tonlght, wel heve & good
chance to get him.

Thie was encouraging, but the most impressve part
to1me was the plaanig batad . knew bow mportaat
that could be shooting e re
tan 40 big.game hunt in the past 30 years, and the
i teipa have usually produced the best tro-
[rmcn 10 not all huck

ow many men do you have n this camp ?*
oo don't kmow, but Tl ry o count them

his asslstant, We have a me

ubmechanl to look after the station wagon, the two
Joeps, and their trailers, Then there are perhaps six
men from the village of Singaram to do the laundering,
carry water, and sweep up. We have a few local guides
and ‘trackers here, and there are two more shikaris in
other villages, farther out in the block. You might call
them shikaris of junior grade, They tie out the bullocks
and check up every morning to see if ias been

Kkill, So each of them needs his local guides and trackers
as well. The villagers know the habits of every tiger
that visits their jungles.

This trip, sponsored by Ouroaon Liy me
at In agh Td hunted every kind of
can iy game aportamen try tor, the type
of tiger hunt 1 was now involved in was lavish beyond

v most extravagant dream. 1t had
to me that T w
tain pack t

tafted by a guide, wrangler, and cook
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Nawabsada Farluddin Khan (Ko

o should havecome toshootwith my faher
Hyderabad was stil independent,” Kutub add
s daga: ahr a biy e had boen Fat a, we i
¢l to the earest point i our private rlvay cus. We
fad thre of them, and each could take lght guests and
clght servants. When we left the rallrons we were me
7 et of moto <at hat 100k e Pest bo the shont
ing base, My father likes luxury in the field. T can't
begin to’ gucss how many servants we had in camps
like those

e used 1o be weloomed by ull the loca offcials
left the train,” he continued. “We had the
Whole district o shoot 1, with o limit to the game we

ould take, Now, on this trip, we must stay within a sin-
gle foreat block, and they've given us permission to kill
nly one tiger.

Tn these days, T reflected, the Nawab doesn't have the
fabulous income that he and a very long line of his
ancestors once enjoyed. So Kutub, his heir apparent
has started a business of outftting visiting sportsmen

With all the excitement, we'd overlooked the fact that
e badn't been in bed 0 22 hours In another hour
the sun would rise. led it & da

uly 8 coupe (.r s Tt e e 5 . T

redeyed becuuse be it slept t

iapalli, eight miles away
the big tiger had Kiled another bullock und drugged i
f und

ing platform, The other details were explained to me
lter
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o ace G0k this watoenilE Emaaats o5 cetaiy
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The Spectacular Tiger

Villugers hired 1o drive tiger line u

it we didn, ven hurry to gt started, T me it was
incredible that such a mob of men could be enlisted and
brought 10 spot In the Jungl In hardly more than two
hour:

When the station wagon was beought out we drove
to the camp of one of our junior shikaris, beyond the
cluster of huts that. was Dudaiclapll, After a briet
conference with him, in Urdu, Kutub drove away. Willie
and T were left to st on a villager's bed In the welcome
shade of u b tamarind tree and it was there that my
ducation n iger hunting bega

special machun_ thiy
et the usual machan i 8 bod
uch 45 we are sitting on, turned upside down and tied

I had examined the bed, The ardwood trame was
strung with tough brown cord as tightly as a snowshoe,
leaving fairly large, diamon lw\mpvrl openings that
the slecper cool. But uld have to lic
ubled up, fo it was only e foet long and

ould keep
on it do

machan business bothers me a little,
seem quite right to be up there out of

Villie was astonished.
‘Don't tell me that a tiger can't climb a tree,” he said.
He doesn't need to. A tiger can spring into any machan
ith 5o ftrt at il What ia more, i, his Saws ean
e & dul offecive crushing muchine.”
xal Provinces, Wille had once been pros-
s s piaced at the unusual height
nter look over the wall of &
Killed, The tiger sprang
against the leaning tree trunk on its way up, then it
50 deeply through the machan's lacings and the man's
crushed. When the
of the man's entrails went along.
ithin an hour
‘The height of a machan, Willie went on to explain, s
cleulated to give the best poasile view lnto the epace
the tig ely to appear, with no thought of
s six or cight feet,
sl bl U
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the ground; he then simply conceals himgel behin u
h. “But T don't like that,” Willie added

 you on the groun

for a shot 16 much better, because the tiger docan't ex.
pect danger from above. He doesn't rely on his sense
of smell. When you are quite silent, and do not move,
he may walk right under a low machan without spot.
ting you."

The next question to be cleared up was how Kutub
could get that many beate

india was densely populat:
that villages were scattered cverywhere in this com.
parativly remote fungle In the next few daya I found
that it was impossible—in this district, at least—to
travel more thai three or four miles from any spot with
out crossing a cart track, and you couldn't follow it for
an equal distance without coming into a village of some
size,

Tiger beating is a tradition with these natives, who
jump at the chance as

cen hunting this
way for generations, and in a region where bas




o
aring under his stand believes she

usual means of exchange,
some actual cash.

Risky business for unarmed men? Yes, but they know
their tigers, When one turns back on a line of beaters,
they swarm up trees while he’s making up his mind
to charge, or they run together to form noisy groups,
leaving a wide avenue for that tiger to escape. They

must never et the tigr feel compleely s
he will kill some of th n breaking through, but he
s very saely Gangerous to a erowd of beaters when
he sees a way out.

Although Kutub was gone for hardly more than a
hour and a half, some beaters from the nearer villages
had walked in t6 meet us before he came back. The rest
were on their way. Hafiz and Willie would assign them
to their places in th(- beat, so Kutub and I drove to the
Singaram base camp for lunch while the details were

a beat brings the villagers

d o
When we returned, all the beaters were squatting in
a long double line, receiving instructions, and they soon
tarted off toward the Jungle where the figer was ying
up. Kutub, Willie, and I climi 0 a jeep and went
e ety Soosgatees Fnds wail b s ovar o
wish me luck. As he was going into the beating line him-

will duches by bumping her ead agains

el o keep an eye on developments, he was barefoot
pretty wellstripped down,

aving the early half a mile from where the
mnumn had been placed, we walked very quietly to the
big beside a typically narrow jungle road, or
Sart trask, whires 0 e Noro Wiltag with o Iadiar
But before I climbed into the machan, whic}
12 feet from the ground, Willie outlined the

plan.
the beat would look very

much like a horseshoe, wi ack extending
across the open end toward which the tiger woul
riven, The opening wi t more than 100 yards

t. The curving
be the advancing line of
nd this would include about half of all the
We couldn't see those fel-
s for they were going to ther starting position
beyond a dry stream bed, or nullah, that was 200
away, The remaining men were being posted in (v
to form two converging lines of " which would
stretch from each end o the beating line to the opening
n the cart track, If the tiger headed toward either side,
the stops would rake Just enough nolse to et him know
where they were. He would then (continued on page 115)
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SPECTACULAR TIGER
(continued from page 37)

turm back to o  th desred irection
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that diconcertag imast, 1 was anty
sure that the blocked hadn't
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have dropped him.
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and simple best, immeataly tumed

into a slow one. We heard sounds that
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Planning India Hunt

Make arrangements with an out-
fitter based in India (names and
addresses can be had through travel
agencies or from ads in OUTDOOR

IFE) at least six or eight months in
advance. Outfitter will suggest best
time of year for hunting various ani-
mals. It varies according to how and
what you want to hunt.

Hunter seeking passport to India
must have had smallpox vaccination
within three years, yellow fever shots
within six years, cholera shots within
six months. Fits played it safe by
taking additional shots for typhoid,
paratyphoid, tetanus, and typhus.
He also took a supply of Aralen to
ward off malaria and amoebic dys-
entery.

Fitz, who lives in New York City,
simply turned over his rifles (a
«30/06 and a .375 Magnum) and
ammunition to an international
shipping firm in New York three
months before he planned to leave.
The shipping company crated the
rifles and ammo and sent the pack-
age by steamship to the outfitter in
India. The company’s India agent
handled all formalities about per-
mits for the firearms. Cost for all
this, $55.

Air freight is faster, a little more
expensive. When his Asian hunts
were over, Fits sent his rifles from
Hong Kong to New York City by air
freight. The bill was a bit less than
$70.

A tourist-class plane ticket to
Hyderabad, India, and back costs
about $1,300. Fitz chose to spend
$110 more for a round-the-world
ticket. It took him to Glasgow, Lon-
don, Paris, Munich, Zurich, Rome,
Beirut, Karachi, Bombay, Calcutta,
Rangoon, Bangkok, Phnom Penh,
Saigon, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Hono-
tulu, and San Francisco, with stop-
overs allowed at various points.




