My Greatest Trophy

TIGER WITH AN ARROW

Not in 100 years, | was told, had a striped cat been killed by a bowhunter
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I 1 killed him, he'd be the first Indian tiger taken
with a bow in modern times, as far ns 1 had been able
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TIGER WITH AN ARROW

continued

to learn, He'd also be the greatest trophy, to my way
of thinking, that had come my way since I began bow-
unting some 30 years ago.

The noise of the beat came closer. The drivers tight-
ened their ring until the nearest was hardly more than
200 yards of, and the yelling and tock throwing made
a continuous’ clamor all around the Whatever
Waa Golng o happan would happen very soon,
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$trongh: e bowimpiand actd fe dou, Out ob
the brush came ock, head and tail stretched
Bat, running ke o wild turkm He legged it past me
and went out of sight. Then two monkeys broke out
behind him, getting over the ground as fast as they
could at a shambling gallop. Whatever the tiger might
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Seconds later a third monkey went
i i s, Siewet.

a fourth

e beaters camo on until T could e the nearest of
them 80 sards away. [ knew then that the beat
" blaalk, The tiges, would have moved by now if he
firk eeice e that noisy circle. The shouting
gradually died away st try at a tger hud (il
Wwas May, 1963, the place the dry hill
try of central Indi. Tndirecly, ths hunt had had | 'l
beginning five years before and 10,000 mi nd
the plamning had followed a very yn\md.\hmv\ conree
a lotter came to me at the Bear Archery
Gompany st Grastig, Sikigas, whase we suiko bov:
Bunting equipment, from Ock Hody Tjang of Diakarta,
Indonesia. He was a bowhunter, he said, with foxes
boars and other game to hi
hunting, but h
an artow Into s tiger, but It had run off and not been
found.

In far-off Indonesia he'd seen one of our company's
ads in a copy of OUTDOOR LiFE, and h d & bow
and hunting arrows that would be adequate for tigers.
But he explained sadly that he could not pay in dollars,
since his government would not alow maney to bo sent

Would we trade him
nely decorated, even
v, Tndonesian bow and set of arrows We
would indeed.

at he said about tiger hunting touched a respon.
sive chord. The big cats have held & special fascination




holding  ladder for you

1 ince my days as a kid, and for years I'd
Wanted & crack at elther tigers or lions, or both, with
a 1 ken what 1 regard as the top North
American_trophies—sheep, grizzly, and Alaska brown
bears. 1 had also tangled with two polar bears that
had had to be stopped with a rifle (see "Most Danger-
ous Bear? 1 Say Polar,” OUTDOOR Lirk, December,
1062), and had made one African hunt. But I'd had no
chancs to sa bition where the great cats

ere cont r hunting was as good in In-

sty ool g Sl ot
for me to go.
1 wrote him at once, agreed to the swap, and asked
phat nnuld be done about arranging a hunt. But he
erlcoked insluding Hia compiets Diakarta
\Iruw ' bis leter, aad mine came hack, There matters
o0d for 18 months, while I tried to ocate him with
the el of the Amerioan embasses in London and
Diak
Finally, caly in 1000, the Dijakarta embassy brought
the matter to the attention of a countrym fellow
axcher of Tangs, who run an ad in a Diakaria paper.
addressed o him and reading, *Your address,
About archery.” That did It,and n a tew mre Lo
n the way to Tndonesia
n the meantime, Tlhmg had asked me to visit him
for o tiger hunt. e had talked with an Indonesin
pochity ol ety el et
o make al the arangements, Osi predited my chances
Would be very good. "It often happens here that one
e & o e oud o added.
1 bogan to '»hu\ ust where 'd hang a tiger skin on my
trophy.
et s o Pihtmsy; o Noveiies Tilung wroen
me again. Ho had mot et succeeded In Illing a tiger
with the new outfit but was still hopeful. Then he re-
Toctas mumatuing (AL AL s, Mbcertiy & b
of hunters was atacked by terrorists and eight of them
were lled and chopped to pic wrote, “There
0 misunderstanding, for generally
Tt vt e e pa
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i in royal palace after the hunt

1 lost interest in an Indonesian tiger hunt then and
there, That was the ki of misunderstanding I had no
wish to get involved in. Tigers, yes; t

But now I couldn't ge the idsa of uating tgers oot
of my mind. It ferm 1

the Maharaje of Bund:
to come a tiger hunt an
yicked me, ‘suggesting that 1 do the hunting and hed
pictures, and 1 accepted. That was why 1 was
‘machan that hot May afternoon when the

d four monkeys by me,
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TIGER WITH ARROW
(continued from page 43)
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thick, woven of twigs. Wet down by
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i the palace was game, for the same
ason.

he first step in baiting a tiger s to

dal for the villers

ly enough. He Killed one of our buf-
faio during the night, and the natives
i the kill at daylight.

the jeey shame. rolling
down his che

The tiger came back that ight and
cleaned up the buffalo. But he was sus-
icious of the neighborhood and had no
further reason to hang around, so
cleared out

o i ot more batts, and 1 vax

mortar, and carried water in goatakin
bags to il them.
“The baits could be seen from a near-

ieycle.
olheu ol tay .x the scene to keep
an eye on the tiger

et beat, mr the big male we

e,
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less impressive antl utstand-
ing chital, the Denutital spotted dear of

‘missed a couple of think-
o gracetu itte gelin yelshing
around 60 pounds, that

climbed a noteh in his estimati

‘ord reached the palace that a cat

had taken a camel at  village 15
miles away, but hurrying to the place
‘e learned that the animal had made
its Kill four nights before, fed three
nights in a row, but h .

‘o kill time one morning, i
because we thought it would make an
entertaining sequence in_the motion
pleture Halmi was wor T de-

to stage a demonstration of bow-
fahing by shooting carp in ‘Phoolsagar
‘rom Ro

lake was_shallow.
lie In my pere
T'had learned that riding Rosie was a



lo ke siting in 0 big rocing chair
was_equipped
it "Tootboards” and. handratle. song
each side, It was comfortable and safe.
Td also learned, however, that 1 had to
wateh out for thorn branches when rid-
ing through brush
e got everything ready, Bob took
bl s on & walk and 1 ltmbed &
ladder to the howdal with the mabout
sitting up front on
o the. won ot Asd b
g0 Into water during the heat of the
day, for reasons of elephant health.
Tha put a crimp in the plans, but it
still scemed likely we could get close
‘enough to impale & carp or twa without
getting Rosie wet.
We staried down to tho lake shore

developed when I started to exccute the
retrieve.
Indian_elephants have long

three tigers, the male and
the pair of two-year-old cubs that had
interfered with our first beat, were on
& Kill 10 miles away.

ur host assured us there was no
hurry; T curbed my im-

complete. The last step was a fasci-
‘nating ancient ritual, intended to insure
my suc rvants drew the out-
lines of two tigers, about a foot long,
in blac 'a stone in the

10 10 seacop ovt the pureing embers
to sty that 1 was sng oct th

range-and yelow

Tt we range, ceremonious way
o ...n a ...m , bt T bad never st out
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oS out of the feeling of the hunter could't help reflecting that A tiger
wn  can fump that high without hal rying.

uld
T sontired. whathr tayd givs
me warning when the tigers moved.

W‘mn[ on a platform three yards

There ware a few lagging minutes
while the last of the beaters

eat back toward me if the need arose.

nt 45 minutes go-

and
nine or 10 feet off the ground. I to get away, probably out of concern
110 ourboor wre



for the two smaller ones that were
still somewhere in the brush below. 1

rd to tell
hich was thicket.

B

arrow struck the ground just be-
ind bim, and he changed ende in &

b pliters i Teos e than I taken
tell it
T didn't waste any more time. T had

ln-ﬂn[, growling, and tearing things

hen, from the machan behind me
the maharaju's big double h=|low¢d
my
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T wasn't doing any moving

maybe five minutes before

carrying & heavy rifie. He found my.
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about 100 pounds aplecs, but for thelr
size they staged a
demanstration of tiger Teroct

he beaters closed tn, and suddenty
the wounded

Y oot o on b
he was traveling too fast, and my arrow.
went into the ground behind him. Then
h the maharaja’s cat.
shottrom the 375 missed,

T4 never killed an animal that thrilled

the congratulations,
loaded him into a rope net siung on two

carried him out where we
could get pictures. There Rosie had a
chance to vent her feelings. She hated
tigers. She walked up to this one and
booted it repeatedly with a_ponderous
forefoot, sen ‘liding along on the
ground. I her mahout her.
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was quite a ceremony too. The maha-
raja presented me with & 300-year-old
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ceremontal and 1 nonored
American superstition Dy siving bim
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bem s more fitting ending to 4 territe
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vited e btk o anoiner . There

are still boars, leopards and sloth bears

to think about. e B0
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(continued from page 61)
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next lake. From there, we



