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TRAGEDY OF TOP SLIP
by CYRIL E. HOLLAND

This rogue would steal from the jungle silently
as a shadow, kill and vanish. But when he tried
to ambush me at my car, I saw a way to get him
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TRAGEDY OF TOP SLIP

(continued from page 38)

For all the men knew, the elephant
was still in the vicinity.

Now, & few years betore this incident
took plads & Boyhieod Friem
Terente O'Net, had gone up an
sistant enginses 5 4 group of eatates|
on the far side of the Anaimalais from
Top Slip. He and I had started our
shooting careers together. Many a time,
while still in our teens, we heard a

of tha tear of clephant perssts In us
both to this }
|

tadd aetataarare, sbuniad io Top i,
where the guard had lost his life. He
was spending a day deerstalking with
his ancient .405, and had come across a
small herd of axis deer grazing at the
edge of a swamp below him. |

eil was waiting, hoping a stag
would show, when he Whispered some-




thing to e tracker, who should have
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e approaching elephant. It had ac.

s lefter by saying he coudn'tJon me
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was to pick up the car and proceed
about 50 miles to the Ansimalais
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m down trom his perch. Ho thought
the local Kadirs—that ono
the fighting elephants was the rogue. 1
asked about the fight, and he suid that
minutes of 8 one elephant had
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female leadership—the h-m munt
move t0o fast for the calves 1

lephants communicate with one an-

some bison and sambar deer, and us
sk closed n we turned back fo regain

stayed a bit too late, but Td
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toreh, and I was just getting ready to|
s i s we appronched the car. Just|
Yewitoned on e Tashight ant there,
40 or 50 yards away, was an elephant
at the cas. He had his trunk under the
rumning ‘boned and was iting and
opping the vehicle, at the same time
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slept badly that night

Nt momming we returmed to the

ngine
‘Somewhere down in the valley near the




river was. the elephaat, and he could |

didn't nave to wait that long. With-
in 20 minutes 1 saw  huge shadow
come around the comer—followed by
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