By GRANCEL FITZ

T I”' ee Li ves Of [ et

Two Leopards

That may be one life too many, but it furnished
me with more excitement than I'd bargained for

alf an hour
of movement »

u glimpse of n hyena. For several
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“A wounded leopard never gives warning like a tiger,” Willie said. "He will

in ambush

Visitors from village of Singaram com

THREE LIVES OF TWO LEOPARDS contimed

Teach the heavy cover a few yards
farther bacl
At that moment T wasn't exactly

 model of cold efficiency. One more
cartrdge should nave ended the
show. I needed

Hwws dilighiet 1 el i spont
‘men, which turned out to be a small
but full-grown female, She had given
me one high-voltage minute that I
wouldn't forget, and while my ac-
quaintance with her had been too
short to qualify as a major expe
ence in the f6id, T knew that many
sportsmen have made long trips in
good leopard country without belng

tremly luxurious aad far £
ly.

o found the Nawabzada a
Sin ot s 0, B e
had gone to the city for a few days,

42 ouroor ure

and—as it happened—all my adven-
tures with leopards happened before
he ret
Whle o waited for aoother tiger
o kill one of the bullocks that had
been put out for bait, [ went into the
jungle each morning and_evening
1 s o ltacs_yotmional
hunters, Dastagir also cam
e waa tho major.domo In charge of
our camp staff, but he'd done enough
hooting on his own to make him us
v two very

who
g oo g
Kiairuddin Hatiz Pasha and Willam

he in expert

P e 1o ing
Telssy i Shs Huys Sari
Yar Jung.

here was certainly enough game
to give us an interesting time. We
four-horned_ante-

the huge but
lope that hre called nnm S thoe
bulls, However, some species were
ot included In Ty Torestblock per-
mit, and we had to drive our hunt-
ing wep Tovous tha Bombas o 1
reserve to look for them it e
forest-block system didi't appl.
My, scheduied 15-day ™
wasn't long enough to allow really
selective hunting of thess sai-
o, b 1 wanted trophies that
Teasonably good, So for throe days

after the frst tigr beat, [ shot noth
t ixis deer,

about tho most e
s o e 508 s canase
that we found this one so late in the
evening that pictures were impon
sible. To save the meat, in that cli-
m..u» the arcass Had £ bo cut. up
o, o ac o ot g fatdom
Fun across Tndian gae in
S et e s

pictures could be taken,
unted untll darkness, “then rode to
camp for din routine had
brought me the cnunw to shoot the
{emalo loopard bakd the rud. She

o & lot to think about,
mcl\hﬂng ter name.
ime ago, British sports-
i e T Tk o
of local leoparas, a0 they used two
The smal o
2 it Inpite o
the ABghnothod S vhisves, uie
they veguhlrly invads to ey’ on the
maller uch as chickens,
gnnu!, g g
take native children, These
Rlght Taiders are often bold, but
they'ro also stealthy sad cusaing.
iervgasned sors b mauketad
at close quarters than any of the
World's other big cats, and possibly
theyrs mars i cINKen\ While they
ttack adult hums bi
P oo i
narmed man o interfere with them



Dplay you every dirty trick”

Hafie Cleft)

oversees ltle

st & certain polnt, for aven the

fttle ones are concantrated bundle
of high xplosve, with tempers
My fe mn\uu;nclmullnlum,cd

In contrast, the much bigger Ju
gle leopards re known in India
Pantlots. Somme of theao ro 80 dowa
ight vicioustha they ve been known
to tacde full-grown bufaloe, which
they ‘oan hardly damago seriousy.
o s ey .nm, ‘ Muskuing
rge as a bul or the sam.
ro abmost 18 big 4n
they prey on the young
e species as well as on th
smaller kinds of deer and antelope,

and they give the monkeys and pea-
cocks a ba When these b
leop to man-eating, as the

ing_tige

though the pame
panther dmnt muke mi

for there
(B sam propecy (Ixum s l-‘]orldn
the name in stll one of the many
allasen of the puma,

lion. And some fetion writers have
attached the name to black leopards,

skinning

1 pose wi

which are represented s bei
Rercer than the spotted kind. Ac
ally, the black leopard is @ sort of

Poninaula tat Lieck sposimens sse
more common, than spatted_one
y look more sinister, but

Lheu dx!ptlﬂwul are no nastier than
those of thele potted brothers born
n the saimo Titter.

L pards are found all the way
M.M southrn Asa from the
it to the Cau

mal. As might be
vary greatly in size in di
of this enoy
whitetail - deer
vl vl B mm
a8 big—and as small—a:
‘Asia, Tt bas been claimed nat AsMn
specimens_often show fowe
Jarger spota. On the average,
may be true, But there is so much
local and individual variation in the
5012y kol o sty

e

tel s from African
“panther” lnbel hasn't been
mm onto the large n leo
ards (= i
ek e Tt exampies
from both continents, there - isn’

oot leopard that

ave me two jolts of high-voltage living

much point n giving them different
amics, That's why' the big jungle

fhat would you do if you got
seratched up?” L asked Willie Caesar.
The clavs of all the big cats have
grooves filed with the decayed flesh
o thelr prey, and men have died of

cured, and gave it to his wie for o
rug, never dreaming that the poison
1a the caws could survve the ol

iming process. One morning, after
e rig had oo asod for ot
his wife stepped on a claw and re-
ceved o amail,puncture In the sole
£ her foot.

ndation wasn't accepted
mmediately, the doctor quit the cuse
and Wille weat {0 work on the pud.
with pure carbolic acid. This

T et s highe o
treatment. among the old-timers in
Ariea.  (continued on page 123)
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TWO LEOPARDS
(continued from page 43)

“She faintod when the acid frst
touched her," Willie That

re ahe was really herselt Frivgey
she stll hus her 105"
etore T make another tip nto big
cat country, I'm_going to
what modern el Seonce as 10

“Willie, by the way, speaks remark-
ably precise English, and his very wide

game. Willle helped me to understand
s,
kL ment _against _the
leopard s that he Ia s hard to hunt in

ver bafore. the experience cun

about the possibility_of

ariveg leopards from cover, the way

tigers can be beaten out Wille

lained that ‘a Jeopard Will Ko up &

and hide \mul he ‘heators ave

e past, or atdy on the ground and

ety iy betsveen the beaters Unseen.

Wille"wlo” 0l me tnat i, leopard
a tree head firat, like

- inatead of backing down.like

s

At night, Indian leopards can be shot
by watching s bt from an lev

SRooting platform known us & machan.
i 1 anather method that - used



widely—and much more successtully—
for tigers. The leopards are harder to
bag_ Do

quitoes may come around.

v heard that tho whit huntrs of

p by 0 am, an
frosdly Aderdtand
ad waiting for me,
ladder to my apartment

Late in
to an' area where wed spotied sume
igat, e waled (roigh the rathe

early dark Without fnding & shootable
)

ourboor ure

hesa, I navr occuerd to me tht the
day ' over whan w mads

out to one narrow
tracn through the Junle, and staried

w the leopard first. Ho and

' that the big cat might go
a2'any Tamant T sbot e middie
whit T took to be his
o ehiisd o a Righy sampieeted
fip-fiop, Tanding on hls back with all
four foat in the air.
‘Well dano, sabiby” sald Dust
i of tho largiat tse, wn
..m..: me.

Hane
verioved with thls in-
crsdlhh e of luc tha T ataod my
e & M to the sk
R weloed my oor had .
it, which astonished me. considerably.

nd then, in the midst of these con-

have Kicked myself all the
Caleutta.

There was also the sobering thought

s fast s he'd
Teft." o male things worse, T sould't



even one other time when
t

if we were to keep them from a possi-

night, after dinner, we relaxed

I deck chairs in ront of the rest

house. The talk turned to the size of
the big Asian cats, and we discuss

/ays of measuring tigers and

leopards for record. Under the method

e, 13 B ke which system 1
Yol him 2t if the reconds wore

“What kind of birds are those?” T
ask

ey
home and didn't know many of the

Willie then briefed me on what we
might expect In the morning. Ho knew
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{rom our fox iger xpesience that 14

ek with & 13-Dore o e 'y

it to bed with that advice in
X s sl daric when the tea

was brought to my badade, and we Ik

camp soon after sunrise.
to the place whe

T felt relieved when we skirted the
ot the shalow bamboo thicket |

and picked up the blood trail v
leopara had et ton the ax S Thia|
dense, and,wilking
T 1t e have ‘o onthe
nerves, But even' o
much worse than the compara-

tively open space ahead.

Tnn Jopard had tavied a0 tust
€ blood were far be-

| Scen i, e Wil somesimes ot 4 shom



hit him without moving an eyelash, but

iven us before T shot hi

ithout hesitation our tracker turned
down the nula}

noticed anythi
closed up our ranks
atres w

he relas
Only efght feet away trom
tind o vy low gl ot drittwood. the

deep-seated suspicion of
almost. never

uh,
nuud But [ dau ndicats a muy m.
any country.
R the o e e B e
the hood for the drive back to camp,
Teontinued on page 162)



(continued from page 127)
where he would be skinned. Maybe the
wild dogs had left enough cape for a
head mount. As Willie pointed out, the
tall could make & band for my shoot-
iny

e had driven only a few hundred

of langurs, or gray Hanuman
monkeyu were swarming around in the
treetops. They seemed to be cheering.
A little farther on, some of the smaller,
pink-rumped rhesus monkeys did the
same thing

“They are congratulating you be-
cause their enemy is dead,” Hafiz told
me. “T'm very sorry, sir, about the
wild dogs.’

My reply was a little slow in coming,
for the thought of congratulations

terested me, every once in a while some
shooting trip gives me a few minutes

of higher-powered living than I ordi-
narily get. Those minutes are the high-

my collection. Maybe they're worth the
differce between. s g nd e bt

P think that way. THE X0



