THE
KILLER CATS
OF KUMAON

) By Peter Hathaway Capstick
Part 1,

Wi e /
\ *' g
\\, BEFORE COL. dc)/oRBETT TRACKED DOWN
( THE CHAMPAWAT MAN-EATER,
\ i THE DEMON TIGRESS WOULD KILL

MORE THAN 400 VICTIMS.
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Tl s, o it varm o e
sun-dappled trail,
i s g s T
knee, where it had been severed as though
by the stroke of a sword. At the edge of
small pool a fe
{erd b and greatgous o gore sained
the jungled floor of the mountainous
Indian watercourse, !umnl "o the
plyed pugrmarks of  gres,
ating

5. Tucking
iy under an overhanging

rock past a thick stand of hill shrubbery,

he tigress turned back, fMattened. herself

low in the brush, and inc

e of the bank ovrooking the poo

Siknt as 2 o hadow, her

uscles of her hind legs bunched in
anticipation as her curved talons gripped
or a spring onto the hunter

Jim' Corbett had_been following for
nearly a mile, carefully tracking from the
congulating pool of blood and broken
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blue bends that marked the pacs of fhe
Kil. He :the il mn o ad
sarid with him on the

perched nteror bck up e
ock . could find. Corbett

stopped S e blod el and caretlly
inced all about him, unmindful of the

fard ey tha waiched i, Cantioualy

od il now

oldfsing. atche
gt snae b s, ssing the
et sk o et o e

Bands aving nher dirsction. e knewshe

was there, The a As she
turned back from the o he kil
ol s of cath ki down 5

incline and splashed softly into the water.

proach. At last, the deadly game was
an en

hudowswiked the dasing

of the sun, beginning to sette into a

nest somewhere st the snaggled tcth of
in h

cay kil for the tgress the il poplé of
Kumon ca Sha o the dark pn.

Returning (o the orbeit
ook i bty he e of the i gl
s that some part of he

ned Indian clinging to

it, he found the hill man quite relieved.
ad heard the tiger growl many times, but
10 shot had reached his ears. His main
Continued on pg. 61

the embankment, the Champawat Man-
the most successfl felne human-
had recover

Killr of al e,

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a six-
partseriesfrom Peier Capstick s book,
DeathIn The St Pacs, eprinied
through special i wih S
Vs Pes, e ewt o T Sk
let Places s cvulblerom e NRA
. Copies can be purchased
by wsing ovder mumber ASH 1709,
NRA member’s discountpriceis $12.55
plus 5300 postage and handing.
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Killer Cats

Continsd fom i

had been how he would return to
m. vllhp: f the sahib had gotten himself

A8 the shidows setted despe o the
dead girls village, Corbett sat smoking,
planning for tomorrow.
tigress would finish eating the girl during
the night and lie up in the rocky ravine the
next day. Perhaps  beat down the valley
would give him a shot, forcing the man-
eater into his am

“There could be very litte debate that the
great subcontinent of India h

re than any other

unrelenting
horror of man-cating tigers and leopards
‘This is hardly 1o say that te African ma

yeats; quite to the cor

the psychological impact of man-
cating upon a dense population may be
quickly realized by reading Peter Bench-

disrupts the entire culture. Human life
cannot. continue in a normal manner
operating; crops

cannot be planted or harvested in a lanc
sy eskly famos for sarvton;
wood and water may be gathered only at
moral sk Bu, 10 sunive, thes sk are

taken, a o eater may
be, tiger or leopard, (hnvcl o the flesh
of those made bold by des

The gea prdator of Au, pa
with concern to man, which populats tis
continent more densely than any other,

the tiger. To the westerne, the impact of
his animal over the past 400 years of
cloey recorded history s amost i

inable. To quote erry, a recog-
s e ok s e wik
on this animal,

Rt N York 1960t it e

of being_defenseless
udden and horrible death by
fay and night, over a period of months or
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even years, that broke the spirit of the
. rather than the actual number
deaths among them, although the latter
were terrible enough.™
ow many have tigers eaten
throughout their wide range of the
best thinking on the matter,

that tigers alone have eater
500,000 Indians and certainly a minimum

fatal attention of one hell of  lot of people
ing i

Hunting man-cating cats i spooky and
exacting business, 1 can personally assure
you, and those that manage to pursue this
most dangerous of hunting over a peri
urvive are, by definition,
both talented and unquestionably lucky.
am the only one I know wk
respectable carcer based upon the later
lone, But when it comes 1o

continent in the last four centuries. In the
1800's when man-cating was at its st
cal peak, there may have

800

n-cater, a profession at which he is
highly talented. As an organism of
carnivorous _persuasion, the _physical
qual the tiger are purely awesome.

Siber
Khrushehev in the 1960's. Are you sitting
down? Good. It wei

tiger's claws may reach four inches long —

is one tiger tooth
that s ive andone i nches
ihree and onehalf inch
the. sbredocth it

it ata o

Uniike the more gregarious lion, the
tiger is a loner, except during the mating
season or when rearing cubs, which may
themselves be undertaking _on-the-job.
training under mom if she is a man-cater.

ccording to the literature and
ences of the famous tiger hunters,tigers do.
notseem inclined toward man-eating
unless injured and unable to pursue their
usual table e, Opinions vary, but unlike
the irrefutable_evidence of

opards just doing what comes naturally
when they take to eating 1o

injured and in some way
percentage of these cats run
Poreupine and get & face of & paw fllof
barbed quills, which are chewed off short
and_remain in the body 10 fester and
cripple. Others wounded by trap-guns or

India and man-eating cats, there is one
Tt i 1am trough (b lgends ke
an ol tanker in a bathtub: Jim

Bornn (87 in the towe of Nein Talin
the region known as Kumaon in India’s
United Provinces, young Jim grew up in
the 6000-foot-high mountain country and
turally gifted
hunter, His understanding and knowledge
of the wooded terai and rocky jungle-
choked ravines were rare even for a native
shikari, or professional hunter. Matter of

tucked againt the Lobsoed. wes

ot heard of i,
orbex became an offcial of the
Indian Raitvays i Hs adulthood:
strange parallel with John Henry Patter-

A single glance ata
mark and Sahib Cor-
bett could conjure out of a smudged track
the age, sex, condition, bank balance,
middle name and possibly the blood group
of the tge. His passion for logi and
propesivly concuiededocion makes
o me very much & bshgoing
Shertock. Holmes (& Characer, inscen:
tally, rpuid by some been
feled after a remote relative of minc,
Toovestor Capaick, oncebead of Scaland
Yard). Corbett’s dded with
Teaciiing digrnds orgoe sy
stimulated by a mere bent blade of grass
o misplaced drop of dew, a
damnedest collection of correct
st of the Mayo Clinic. He was
a fine writer and obvioush
it the one thing his many
books give the reader is a feeling for
absolute truth. Corbett’s personal opin-
ions are labeled as such, but his eye for
detail leaves no question as to authentic-
i,

the length of his carcer, Jim
Covoet ot s atng Sy, amd
leopards that among them accounted

more than 1500 human victims. What is
rather statistically amazing but rue is that

native hunters.
fomle ey <O,
some are just old and decrepit, although
even a very broken-down tge the

tiger and the leopard with the largest
recorded number of human kills: the
Champawat Tigress and the Panar Leo-
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pard, respectively. Between just these two
animals_there were 836 dead_human
beings. Try to guess the odds against both

‘While at Pali, Corbett heard the tragic
e d taken place
ar past. Two sisters were
‘hampawat

stalking them,
sprang and Yiled the sker o . two.
Gripping her body in her jaws, the tigress
ran off with the dead woman, the younger
sister chasing after the man-eater ith a
sickle 1o try to save the older. Before
witnesses, she ran screaming behind the
tigress for more than 100 yards before the.

manaer, which s bocoming di-
traught uch unlikely _beha
dropped _the nd eharged. et

pursr. The younger sise sheared o
and the tigress lt her go. But when the

Corbett and the
same time, let alone in the same country.

105 interesting that despite all the
man-cating_going on at the time, Jim
Corbet's first experience of hunting a
was not_until 1907

Kumaon and the tigress that

to this day has never been surpassed in

human victims. It had come
from Nepal,driven out of that country by
an army of Nepalese sent against it and

chased over into India in 1903 (thanks a
lot,chaps, eady have plenty). To
its score of e killed in Nepal, it

added another 236 during the four years it
lived in the Kumaon area of Corbett’s

Corbett, by virtue of his reputation as a
was asked 10 try his hand at

Five days before Corbet’s arrival, a
hering leaves from an oak tree

the next two, the

udged since the attack. Gaining the
Viagen condence wih

vilage, it was discovered that she had lost
her power of speech. When Corbett met
her, he was told she had not uttered a
sound in a year; obviously, a classic case

of hysterical shoch
bett's first night of what were to be

past the village, which
whether o not Mrs. C

it was dark, Jim realized ju
main course he offered, and although he
was too terrified 10 try (o walk back 1o the
village, he kept awake through the night
ening t0 his own chattering tecth. T
everybody's amazement, he was still alive
at dawn. The next three d
ince-hiunting in the vicinity until it was
clear that the tigress had moved off.
king to Champawat, Corbett and
the protection of his rifle drew a
crowd of Indian travellers, so that by the
time Champawat was reached, the party
had grown from eight to 30 men. Several
of these hill men had been in another
group of 20 men walking together for
mutual_protection some two_ months
before on this same road. As they told the
sahib, the tetible sounds of 2 woman
screaming had been heard from the vlley
below, vant . %2 ey
huddied on the dirt track. Closer and

z

dust on the other. In desperation, she beat
her chest with her ists, wailing hopelessly
for help from God or man. Ignoring the
ress calmly walked
past, 50 yards wwy, the shocked people
frozen as the oman's cries slowly
faded in the distance,

Since none of the men was armed, none
of them showed any particular enthusiasm

hooting of Corbett

few of the bravet men into

honing Him the scee of the i, whers

Some bone splniers — al that wa et of
athered 1

0
cremated.
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3 y
cating tigress. Shortly thereater, however,
‘party with some guns came along
a1 4o flod Tokacssunrs
must frighten the
ies. Tor afe o e of nosy following

the woman was found, uneatern, I a
it ok, St b boen ke s by e
il ot was unouch o he fang
Holesin her

yond Feking of i o Wood
making her body clean the tiger had not
touched her, and, there being no woman
in our party, we men averted our faces as
we wrapped her body in the lion cloths
which one and another ga

o e who.

sleeps, and would awaken in shame when
touched.”

g
g

Champavat, Corbett presented
feers of irduin 10 the Tabsidar
(tx collctor), who was more or ess
e by of e vilage. ana
environs. The next day, on the Tahsildar's
advice, Corbett moved 10 a dak bungalow
e home Ie traveling on
offcal business) a few miles away in an
area where the man-<ater n most
active. Bingo! As he sto0d talking (0 the
taxcollector on a_hill, a_man_came
o up o o g i
a gir had just been taken by the tgres,
faobing i i, Corb
slope and s shown the paih offrsh
blood and_broken bead
eenager had been killed. He w
hat she had been taken 10 s, on
mong a doren people
Sathering kindling. For these survivors,
he only hint of troubie had been a smail
choking sound made by the girl n the
tiger's jaws
At once p)ckml up the pug-marks and
4 tracked for half a

fully on this occasion her burden was
dead.”

he spoor ran over a hill and through a
thicket, the thorns of which had snagged
several long strands of the:

K hair
hetis, and as Eorer was pig to e f

he could avoid them, he heard someone
Arproning. from beind. 1t waa &
frightened old man with a gun, sent by the
Tahsidar

afraid th

o i ik aiplg, ol ud M ks

off His heavy, soley boots,
d pantuly through the sing =

B of e Ay tbe el took o ard

ity tun and the cover srew thisker, e

onlya few et uway. When the pai came
10 a stand of roc orbett
10 the man t cimb i
went on alone.
istance ahead, he had found the
g by the pool of water
caters presence through a. sixthesense
warning finally had to give up the
chase because of impending
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