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Kumaon

Neither Bullets, Bombs, Poison Nor Traps
Could Stop The Rudraprayag Leopard.

Now It Was Jim Corbett’s Turn.

years since _Jim

et had hunted down e Panar
ioopard o 1 years rom his— shall we
sy, memars lr i |

Champaat tigress when he set his sights
on the gmn lcnpald of Rudraprayag. For
roughly seven years the heavily traveled
Flgsim routs of totue ro thelowlaods

s
t0 the south through the freezing moun
tains, the trail splatiered with the blood

in of the barefooted devout, had

been a path of the purest terror. The man-
cating leopard who prowled and ghosted
through the blackness of the night around
the reing piaces nd. pate inns had

used the strictest of c vet this
dum:d i hardly st i Ko pah

nanda River

"Vho anmually

bout scavenging, and this
i s probably how the
man-cating. M:

Sre gl hutars st 5o gkt om sy
Tivestock and game as well s me

tiger, manatng lsopardsrrelycary
injuries that force them into a career of
y-mpl:-ymrlmmnx sy
predi Tan g of lioos i
i it ace Tk s ek

"Afier. the great inflenaa spidemic of
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1918, which killed more than a million

Indins, th ded wer o profne i he
normal Hindu cremation ceremony
Gl il sou ma ogeay b

carried ou, ang

these bodies kst sarcly thaght. the
ncophyte man-cater that

maing » good thag,

betveen dead bdies
have no_great adjustment to an
cmcrpnxmg Ieopard like him,

By the time that Jim Corbett began
huniingthe Mac<ater of Rudsprayag 1o
1925, there was quite a store of historical

or him to draw
become proba-
bly the most highly publicized man-cater
in' history (with the possible exception of

African Tsavo lions), having been
featured in the newspapers of at least 10
major countries. Reams of government
reports existed on the cat’s activitis
detailing not only the circumstances of
atacks but lo thos atemps made a1
retribut

The dnwn cal he leopard had su-
vived after three year uding oc-
bt ety hunted by two
young Britsh officers in 1921. Somehow
Getermining that the eopard ai tmes used

o supension ope brdgeacros he Alak-
nanda River to hunt both banks, they se
Span arbl st ehh end, hoping 10 caéh

the man-cater crossing a night
long months the men waitd, shivering
away the nights, one sitting on cach
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s it e e e

be hard fo bl

ol Lnes i iy sl ot of
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oo 10 o e

The next morniag, tough e eopand
was nowhere in sighi, od
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found on the bridge. Through whatever
logic it was they chose 1o apply, it was
oncluded that the Ieopard had been hit
both in the head and the body. Corbett,
who later spoke with one of the native
wrackers who helped try to find the
wounded cat, disagreed with the Garh-
wal's analysis of the blood spoor, con-
vinced that it could have bsen only  foot
pard was not
later
v ben prcisely correc the s bt
had creased the left rear paw and clipped
off 4 small picce of toe. The pisolero
‘missed with all six shots
‘According o other government reports,
4 leopard whose description matehes that
of the man-<ater to a tee was caught
drop-door live trap. Th
were scared to death of the man-catr,
wanted no part of killing the trapped
nimal for far that e spiis of s
vitims me back o haut them.
What the logic of his was T
ould el ou, bt il i vas areed
d for a C)
nnd o 1o sagd o A it B
cied the Garhwal region of the
Himalyas i not overrun with Chrsians,
the nearest living some 30 miles away from
the trap sie. BY the time the exceutioner
vas s forand o the scene, the
i indeed it was the R
At — bad dng o ok endr
he s and was long
1

rolled away the stones, and pulled of the

thorns. Instantly, the leopard. rocketed
[ hess, dashed through
the mass of people, and disa

had had three miraculous escapes in
i first few years of man-eating, this was
ut & simpedrl i lusivenes compa
o the we te that saved its
Tt time.and. again from the bullet of
im
Corbit wascalld to hunt the Rudra-
prayag leopard in 1925
. oes S Wil ho b o
wal Province as Deput
missioner. i g e
in his own right, Ibbotson had been trying
ki gty b
Corbett, his good friend, to lend a
hand. Corbetts first attempt lasted 10
weeks, beginning shortly after the leopard
had dined on a sadhu, or holy man, who
had overestimated the power of his faith
by sleeping on an open platform with
some other pilgrims outside a store along
the road. Unfortunately, this kil had
leopard well-
organized beat going on at that time. It
had been set up by Ibbotson, who was
combing the cat’s regular lying-up place
with 2000 men whie the man-ater vas
digeing he sdh sevr) mis e
e et iyl approtid
Corbct wt a1y making a pan hat
would
i e ipand e e
in the rugged 500 square miles of moun-
tains. Quickly, he realized the key 1o the
area lay with the rivers, both tributaries of
the Ganges. The leopard had never

s, but eglaly Klled on both

Sides o the Al which ran west,
forming a right ange with the Mandakin
at Rudraprayag. (*Prayag” means a con-

wence of rivers.) Obviously, if he could
determine which side of the Alaknanda
the leopard was on, the area for the search
would roughly be cut in half. Since there
were only two points at whic

s oy rusbing curen coud_be

had bees Id
killed and eaten, ot \x d\lﬁ:ull o figur out o it of
eopird saeaking out of 3 tmll patch of  the

m"yng up and  Since th holy man had been taken 8

feeding. When the party chased the cat, it
ducked into a cave with a small mouth,
which was promptly plugs
thorn branches and heavy boulders. Word
spread around the countryside of the
leopard trapped inside the cave unti five
days went

reported at about 500 m

outside, amazed that the leopard had not
made the smallest sound in all this tim
Inevitably, ¢ ‘man of cons
erable local influence who got it into his
head that there was no way for a leopard

-

Yo mllon s o e s
Cuatmapgel on the sorth ideof th i,
Corbett felt cer
e remains of the mi par
e i il ke o K
After a death the entre region closed up
a clam, making securing of
another victim in the same neighborhood
difficult for a while, so the leopard would
W i oG Dol st
though, over as active,
s s e
peope from ane vlage, five each from
two others, four

of its presence, Scoffing at the credulity of
crowd, he marched up to the cave,

58

each from eight other vilages
Corbett strid o gt  good d of the

fuscinating combination of boldness and

elusiveness that marked the Rudraprayag
leopard ly unique among Killer cats
afew days af the area. Since

it was wel known that the copurd kiled
Hratok song i s, i o gt
dup o bt o el e of he

da; one on the pig
et s pih o vy ook

scrub jungle. The ne

kmed by & mle lopa
eaten i, T
and eveing, Corbet sat i tree ver the
carcass, but the lack of warning bird and
animal calls indicated the man-cater had
doned the goat.
om his experiences with man-eating
tigers, Corbett was careful leavin the tree
ind alking back to bi government
ungalow even though there had been no
o e opard G ek both

ways. The
the rest hous
man-cater squarely in his shoe tracks. By
{ollowing the spoer backvard, Corbet

ed i

e
hrough he dark. ey s s e 41y
question what side of the river the leopard

sigh, i a smal vilage ona iy
idge 4000 fct above the pungalo
couple st fnsing pivieed
the light of e vey fow
o St il i i o e
son of the house. Great with child, she
‘waddied to the doorstep t0 clean the few
metal pots used in cooking. As the
husband sat smoking, he heard the pans
clatter o the ground and, curious, calle
‘more sharply.
brave and
devted ouldot et v A
ind slammed the door, bolting it from the
Inside, Tt was clealy notan I

husband's greatest grief came, when, after
r's body, the exposed
tom-open belly

rayag
dragam i pati i, sl docts o
tight at the husband’s first crics. Caught
by the throat, she was sill alive and
probably conscious for the first 50 yards,
until the spoor clearly indicated that the

¢ 100 yards into a it ravine
s s ol 4 s e o o

woman in the

make an excellent blind. On the dirt of a
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tiny foot path running down to the body
ug-marks of the same leopard

that had followed him two nights before, a
int showed the old

bullet wound received on the suspension
e four years. cler, Very kel
Corbett_knew, the leopard would come
back up (hi path if he eturned at all. A
most inhospitable reception would be
waiting. With cut_bamboo_staves, he
rigged gun-traps with both his extra rifle
and shotgun, slender lengths of fishing line
acting as trip-wires across the path, Even

if the leopard came from another direc-
tion, f Corbett mised Kimat the Kl he
would _probably run

nyway and would be shot o the way out.
was naked, and in the shadows
oy o leopard would be nearly

invisible. So Corbett placed a white rock a
foot from the near side of the

i, the hayrck
8 hayack assen n the
Tather & i of hay formed around the
branches of the walnut tree, leaving a
pace beneath the hay of some four
vertical fect and rising 10 a height of 10
feet from 1 Also, the “fields™
were terraces cut into the hillsdes to take
cultivation, some as narrow as two fect.
was the space under the tree. The last
term, as Corbett points out well, is the
relativity of darkness to night. Complete
blackness is rare, especially in tall moun-
tains where snow fields glare a diffused
light even in mere starshine. When the
yes of a hunter are accustomed, visibility
B orun surprisingly good. Not, however,

ht hid come down like a shroud. No
sooner had the last feeble illumination of
the sun faded in the west than a ripple of
lightning flashed across the blackening
k3. and fn, tinging drops of gle-born

wapour

ight of the ferocious
smrm. el b s o 0 o
the cut an, a few seconds ater,the ight
il f ek, fou et ety b i
he man-cater had taken shelter from
the rain under the hayrick and was lying
dry, patient and unaware less than five feet
below the hunts
the cat imisbi, Corbett st
motionless in the wet, freezing wind until
me orm began 10 move on and gaps
tween the rumbling, com-
Plaing cloud, Trying (0 koep 1 e
from chattering, Corbett listened hard,

could through the
ing ploor. At  fow aunies g
Ve caeber ol Shppeared a3 e
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leopard passed in front of it and the awful
sound of teeth crushing bone and ripping
flesh was heard. Corbett had placed the
rock on the wrong side of the corpse, since
now that the rain had left puddles in the
ravine, the leopard was feeding

shone dully through the
covered it with his front sight oly (o hear
cery strange rusling sound and sce the
yellow form of the man-cater drifting ike
 patch of pale og back under the hayrick.
he cat's unusually light color could be
account age, but Corbett re-
marked he never heard anything like the
soft, slkclike sound of his movement. The

esting for a
breather under the rick, so Corbett kept
the rock covered and was ready to fire the
instant the cat passed in front of it again

perly a

al-

skill
patence. Everytime his msles

t and

holding the heavy express rifle would give

ou, ang heg o it for &
t, the rock would di The

imes thi happened, he ca going back
and forth between the body tree,
untilat last Corbett knew that sooner o
later the leopard would detect him. How

e managed o stay unnoticed at a range
of a few feet for so long considering the
super senses of a leopard was miraculous
enough. A chance would have to be taken,

As e mansmir pddad Bis rosting
unnerving wa

y back for a f
orbet laned over

precisely in the center of the two-foot wide
terrace where U rd was passing
elow, ot e was o ded an-ute
Only a few clipped and
s marked the light bule crease. Fate
had decreed that 14 more people must die
before the great Rudraprayag leopard met
ckoning, and in a frightening number
of incidents, Jim Corbett was very nearly
added to his list. []
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